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NEW MEMBERS 

Jennifer Mullin 

Name and Address 

 

Pam Moodie – Lake Cathie Lee Sloan – Port Macquarie 
 

 

MEMBER GROUPS 

RootsMagic 

Support Group for members — Wednesday 31 August and Wednesday 26 October from 

1.15pm to 3.15pm in the Library meeting room – cost $3 – cuppa available. 
 

Family Tree Maker  

Support Group for members — Wednesday 27 July, 28 September and 23 November from 

1pm to 3pm in the Library meeting room – cost $3 – cuppa available. Bring your laptop if you 

have one – but not essential.  
 

DNA Group 

Support Group for members — Monday 25 July, 22 August and 26 September, 24 October, 28 

November from 2pm to 3.30pm in the Library meeting room – cost $3. Members do not have 

to complete a DNA test before attending this group. Bring your laptop if you have one – but 

not essential. We can fit a few more into the room, so come along if you are interested in seeing 

what DNA has to offer for your research.  
 

 

 

2016 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

Venue for General Meetings: CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

(between Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) Port Macquarie 

Thursdays Saturdays Wednesdays 

Committee Meetings 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

Meeting Room, Library 

Monthly Meetings 

1.30 – 3.30pm 

CC Mac Adams Music 

Centre 

Research Support Group 

1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Technology Room, Library 

 9 July 13 July 

4 August 13 August + AGM 17 August 

1 September 10 September 14 September 

29 September 8 October 12 October 

3 November 12 November 16 November 

1 December 10 December 14 December 
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VALE PAT LONGWORTH 
(9 Aril 1930 – 17 April 2016) 

 

Members will be saddened to hear of the recent 

passing of long-time member Lola Patricia ‘Pat’ 

Longworth. Pat was the only surviving child of 

Herbert and Elsie Shumack of Bathurst, her younger 

brother Russell having passed away five years before 

her birth. The family moved to Laurieton in March 

1948 where her father passed away in 1955 and her 

mother in 1967. 

 

Pat married local man Jack Longworth at the Holy 

Trinity Church of England Laurieton on 22nd 

December 1953. They resided at Kerewong in the 

Lorne area where they raised four children, Wendy, 

Suzanne, Peter and Neil. Her interest in the local 

community was very strong and she was a volunteer member of many organisations and took 

on various management roles. These included the Women’s Church of England Guild, 

Laurieton Public School P & C, Laurieton School of Arts, Laurieton Library, Camden Haven 

SES, and in 1982 she was the first woman on the Camden Haven Community Health Advisory 

Committee. In 1983, she won the Inaugural Camden Haven Citizen of the Year Award.  

 

She had a passionate interest in history and especially family history. She was the research 

officer for the Camden Haven Historical Society between 1978 and 2001. Together with well-

known local Ray Cooper, she helped gather material about the 850 ships known to have worked 

the coast between the Macleay and Manning Rivers. With Ray Cooper as editor, she helped 

research a publication of the Laurieton School of Arts. Finally, she was a ‘guru and go to’ 

person regarding the well-known and long established Longworth family. In 2012, Pat was 

made a life member of the Camden Haven Historical Society. 

 

On 13th April 1993, Pat joined the Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society which 

was then called the Hastings Valley Family History Group. Her ‘Research Enquiry’ in the 

‘Summer 1997’ edition of Footsteps revealed an in-depth knowledge of her own family and a 

patent desire to discover more. By early 2000, Pat together with long time friend Joyce Ormsby 

commenced regular duty on the Library Roster and the two of them undertook that important 

role right up to April 2010. In August of the same year our Society presented both Pat and 

Joyce with Certificates of Appreciation in recognition of their long volunteer service and 

contributions to the Society. Besides Library Duty, these two ladies travelled from Laurieton 

to Port Macquarie on many other occasions to attend meetings and functions. 

 

One of Pat’s sayings was ‘Family is the best foundation for our future’. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Rex Toomey 

During the five years in which I have been President of the Society, I feel proud to have been 

part of a team of excellent volunteers who have pushed the boundaries of family history in our 

district. The committee and all the volunteers have achieved much despite the many challenges 

taking place in family history research arising from the on-going ‘data revolution’ via the 

internet. The time has now come for me to step aside and let someone else take over the 

President’s role. I feel that to stay on would not be in the best interests of the Society. Every 

organisation needs to have changes to the Executive so that the positions do not become stale. 

New blood is needed with new ideas and there is a real need to give people the opportunity to 

take on new roles and grow. For my part, I want both the committee and members to know 

that I really appreciate them for their support and encouragement over the time that I occupied 

the President’s chair. 

 

It was over fifty years ago that I first became interested in researching my forebears. Before 

the advent of computers, you literally had to ‘dig’ into the many records that have now been 

digitised and are generally searchable and viewable on the internet. One specific event from 

those early days is still clearly visible in my memory. At the time I was just twenty years old 

and not an academic, but I wanted to have a look at the ‘indelible pencil’ hand-written 1828 

Census of New South Wales. This consisted of seven leather bound volumes placed neatly on 

a bookshelf behind the archivist desk at the State Archives (now State Records of New South 

Wales) which in those days was housed in the Mitchell Library in Sydney. Yes, before 

Kingswood and The Rocks, State Archives was located in that magnificent old sandstone 

building on Macquarie Street. Who knows how they ever managed to store all of their records 

there? Anyway, back to my story. A stern-looking archivist (sorry Clive), peered over the top 

of the desk and down at me, checking me out over the top of his small-framed reading glasses. 

He then challenged me with the awkward question of ‘Why do YOU want to look at the 1828 

Census?’ How different it is these days! 

 

By the time you read this, it is hoped that the data projector for our meeting venue will be up 

and running. This equipment was purchased out of the profits made by the Society from the 

State Conference held in Port Macquarie last year. It is expected the data projector will provide 

an excellent method of displaying images, videos etc., for our monthly meetings and family 

history seminars. In addition, this facility will be available to all hall users and in some small 

way the success of our State Conference last year will be shared by many others in the local 

community. To enable the data projector to be installed, your committee worked very closely 

with the CC Mac Adams Music Centre committee and the Port Macquarie-Hastings Council, 

which arranged for the actual installation. To everyone involved in this complex process of 

three diverse organisations working towards a common goal, I offer my sincere thanks and I 

believe that the outcome justifies the confidence which members have placed in the committee. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Shirley Aitchison 

There was no specific theme for this edition of Footsteps. The aim was to allow members to 

contribute stories that may be of interest to others, or to share research ideas or hints to assist 

other family historians. Apart from the interesting stories, this non-theme edition has brought 

out some useful research ideas such as where/how to find obscure websites and helpful hints 

for reducing brickwalls. Thank you to all members who contributed. 
  

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

The theme for the November 2016 edition of Footsteps is ‘Success stories — using census 

records’. Please submit stories that you feel would be of interest and useful to other family 

historians. Please send your contribution(s) to the editor by 30 September 2016 at: 

editor@pmdfhs.org.au with ‘Footsteps Article’ in the subject line. The editor will confirm 

receipt of your article.  
 

Photos and illustrations are important and will always enhance a story, so if you have any, 

please attach separately as JPGs and importantly, indicate the position for them in the article. 

If you are including photos (up to four), a maximum of around 1500–1550 words is good. If 

no photos are included then up to1800 words is fine. If material is copied, please ensure that 

permission is given and provide the source of the information.  
 

The views expressed by authors and contributors to this Journal are not necessarily those of 

the Society. All articles and items in this journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise 

indicated. No portion of this journal may be reproduced without the written permission of       

the Society.  
 

The names of those who contribute an article which is published in Footsteps will go into a hat 

to be drawn for a $20 voucher at the August General Meeting each year. 

 

 

PMDFHS FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR 

 

 

When:  Saturday 20th August 2016 (9:00am to 4:00pm) 

Where:   CC Mac Adams Music Centre, Gordon Street, Port Macquarie 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

Cost:   $25.00 (PMDFHS Members); $30.00 all others. Bookings and payment 

by 31 July are essential. Please contact: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

Catering: Morning and afternoon tea and light lunch will be provided 

Speakers: Robyn Denley — Latter-day Saints (LDS) Library & Records; Family 

Search & Family Tree  

Steve Ford – Understanding and Accessing NSW Land Records 

Family History Month - August 2016 
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GROWING UP IN THE GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE 1930S 

 

Richard Grimmond 

I have indelible memories of growing up in the 1930s during the 

depression years because I was at an impressionable age and Newcastle 

was an industrial town that was hardest hit, with over 30% 

unemployment. 

 

As a preschool kid four years old in 1931, I vividly remember seeing 

men going from door to door asking for a job cutting fire wood or 

digging the garden or just begging for money or food. Yes, things were 

that bad. My mum never had any spare money but she always gave them 

a cup of tea on the back step. 

 

Then I remember the entertainers. These were men who would sing or 

play a mouthorgan on a suburban street corner then go from door to door 

with an upturned hat for a few pennies. The ones I liked best were the bell ringers. These had 

a narrow collapsable table with a row of hand bells in descending sizes and they could play a 

tune by ringing the bell with the right note. They always had an audience of a row of little kids 

sitting along the gutter. 

 

Then, when I went to school, I can remember the principal going from room to room asking 

how many dads were out of work and most of the class would put their hands up. I was lucky 

my dad worked in the Railway even though at one stage he was given the option of going ‘out 

on the track’ or lose his job. He chose track work and laid railway lines, and camped on the 

job all over western New South Wales. 

 

Another sad memory of school days was seeing the poor kids waiting for someone to eat an 

apple then ask for the core. It was the only fruit they had. 

 

I vividly remember the ‘unemployed camps’ all over Newcastle. These were shanty towns 

where people who had been evicted because they couldn’t pay rent, built huts on vacant sites 

with packing cases, sheets of galvanised iron or anything they could find. These areas soon 

became crowded with families. There was one near the Gas Works in Steel Street, another at 

Carrington and one near the breakwall at Nobbys as well as one at Wallsend. After rain, they 

were muddy and they had planks of wood on bricks for paths between them. It was a sad, 

dismal sight, one that lives in my memory forever.  

 

In retirement on overseas trips some of our tour party were disgusted at the living conditions 

in the slums in some countries. I was able to tell them that I witnessed the same conditions in 

Newcastle during the Depression. 

 

The Depression stimulated initiative and we saw a wave of door to door salesmen. One group 

that I admire in more ways than one, were the blackberry sellers. They worked hard picking 

blackberries that were plentiful on the outskirts of Newcastle. With their kerosene tins filled 

Richard Grimmond 

1931 
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with blackberries, they went from door to door selling them for three pence a cup. My mum 

always bought a couple of cupfuls for blackberry pie. I can still remember the delicious smell.  

Then there was the clothes props man. He went to the bush and cut a load of saplings with Y 

shaped ends that were used to prop up the single clothesline across the yard. He had a horse 

and cart and loaded it with the props almost dragging on the ground behind him. He would 

drive ever so slowly through the suburban streets calling the most mournful call of ‘clothes 

props!’ that was drawn out with a quick staccato ending.  

  

And of course there was the Bottle-oh man. He also had a horse and cart and went around the 

streets calling out ‘bottle-oh!’. Kids would come running with empty bottles for a few pennies. 

 

Another favourite was the Rabbito. His cart was filled with freshly cleaned and skinned rabbits 

covered with a few wet corn bags and a couple of blocks of ice. At ten pence a pair, the 

housewives came running with a big white plate. He also called out, ‘Rabbito’ as he entered 

the street.  

 

Every suburb had a Chinaman’s garden where a couple of Chinamen worked from dawn to 

dark growing vegetables and one day a week a huge draught horse pulled a very high cart 

loaded with vegetables through the streets. Housewives held their aprons out to carry the 

vegetables back inside. 

 

Another regular caller was the Rawleighs man. Out of politeness they always came to the back 

door where a little man opened an enormous suit case filled with every ointment one could 

think of. They would not leave until they had sold something. 

 

Many people who took the initiative and started selling door to door often ended up with a 

flourishing business. One who comes to mind was Paddy Pallin who went from door to door 

repairing canvas goods and ended up with a thriving tent and camping business that led to 

selling bushwalking equipment with a large shop in Sydney’s CBD.  

 

I remember the Government stimulus in making concrete roads throughout Newcastle. They 

were virtually made by manpower alone without machinery so as to employ hundreds of men. 

The cement was mixed by hand in a hand turned cement mixer and laid with shovels. Hot tar 

was poured between the slabs to accommodate expansion and the white roads with the black 

lines were all over Newcastle including the Pacific Highway through Charlestown. These 

remained for years. Because the project employed so many men who spent their money on 

food thus employing others, gradually the economy got moving again just before the outbreak 

of war in 1939. 

 

The Depression gave birth to an attitude among the people affected by it, and that was 

everyone, even those with employment. It brought out a resourcefulness by necessity. People 

fixed things rather than buying a new one, women made clothes, preserved fruit and made jam. 

Although they were tough times, we all went through them and in the long run it strengthened 

people and bred a new generation of careful, prudent, resilient people. 

 

There are not many of us left to give a first hand account of growing up in the 1930s so I 

thought I would share it with you. 
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ELLEN ROSINA KALLEMEIER – WHO ARE YOU? 

Brian Panisset 

My daughter has caught the family history research bug! She has given me the following 

summary of her current challenge, in the hope that it might trigger some thoughts from readers. 

It may also offer some ideas to help others researching in similar areas. 
 

…I've been researching my husband’s great great-grandmother, Ellen Rosina Kallemeier, 

whose story reflects much of the harsher margins of late 19th century Sydney. Along the way, 

I’ve hit a few hurdles and drawn many blanks, as is so often the way in family history research! 

I’m hopeful that in sharing where I’m up to, there may be a reader who has some suggestions 

of what to try, or where to look next, to help complete the picture. 
 

Ellen was born in Sydney in 1876 at the 

Sydney Benevolent Asylum. She was the 

third child of what seems to have been a 

tumultuous relationship, and her brother and 

sister appear to have died before she was 

born. Her mother had sued her father (a 

carter) for desertion two years prior to her 

birth, and again the year before her birth, and 

Ellen herself is at different times listed as the 

child of two different fathers. By 1880 her 

mother and father were certainly cohabiting 

with other partners in Surry Hills and her 

mother bore two additional children to that 

other partner. She returned to Ellen’s 

apparent father and had a final child in 1887. 
 

By 1888, Ellen was running loose on the streets of Sydney, and was picked up by the water 

police in a brothel in Woolloomooloo. A man with her was charged with attempting to carnally 

know her but lack of evidence precluded a conviction. Ellen was remanded to the Parramatta 

Girls Home (Industrial School) — the magistrate 

commenting that ‘I am of the opinion that this girl will not, if 

she be treated kindly, abscond. Apart from the ordinary faults 

of girls her age she has not shown any vicious tendency, nor 

has she given any more than ordinary trouble to the officer 

here’. 
 

Later that year, aged 12, Ellen was apprenticed to a household 

overseen by a Mrs Smith in Manly. There are no other records 

of her time at this household; but we know that she returned 

to the Parramatta Girls Home, then was sent to a different 

household in Manly (Mr James Marshall’s home) in March 

1893. By December 1893 she had been returned by her master 

to the Girls Home. She turned 18 in May 1894 and was 

discharged permanently from the Girls Home to her   

mother’s care. 
The Parramatta Girls Home 

(Industrial School) 

Sydney Benevolent Asylum–Source: State Records NSW 
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In June of 1895 at the Benevolent Asylum, she bore a daughter who lived only a month. The 

daughter is listed as illegitimate on her birth certificate. By November 1895, Ellen was married 

to a Chinese dealer, 20 years her senior known as Charles Ah Wan. She bore a son, Cecil (my 

husband’s ancestor) in 1896, aged just 20. It has proven incredibly difficult to trace Charles 

Ah Wan and what may have happened to him. There are many Chinese immigrants listed in 

different historical records for the period, but the difficulty in identifying them with scant 

information has proven to be a real barrier. I have 

found an Ellen Ah Wong, aged 22 in 1898, picked 

up for vagrancy at the GPO in Sydney, then released 

on bail. However between this date and her final 

remarriage aged 52 I have no information. Her 

remarriage, to a Charlie Young from Wallsend, was 

not long lived. She died in the Parramatta Mental 

Hospital in 1929, married just a year. 

 

The latter decades of the 19th century weren't easy 

for members of Sydney's Chinese community. 

Although some Chinese people were accepted or 

celebrated for their difference (such as Mei Quong 

Tart, a prominent trader and businessman), many were despised and feared. Concerns about 

‘moral pollution’ brought about through opium dens, gambling and interracial relationships 

led to the NSW Royal Commission into Alleged Chinese Gambling and Immorality in 1891. 

You can read the report of this Royal Commission1, and looking through it certainly gives an 

interesting insight into both the assumptions and prejudices of white society, and the 

experiences of Chinese immigrants of the time. At the time, Chinese immigration was almost 

entirely male. 

 

One of the presumptions of the report was that the only white women who would enter an 

interracial relationship were those who were already on the margins of society; women such 

as my research focus, Ellen. It’s clear this presumption is not universally true — Mei Quong 

Tart’s marriage to a middle class white woman, Margaret, is a case in point. 

 

Although the final report of the Commission did not support the widespread belief that Chinese 

immigrants were driving moral degradation, the NSW Government soon after, gave Sydney 

City Council land resumption powers. These powers were used to resume and demolish a 

number of streets where the Chinese community in Sydney were centred, including Wexford, 

Hunt and Brisbane Streets. These streets and significant buildings such as the Chinese Church 

of England, now lie under Wentworth Avenue (near Central Station).2 3 4 

________________________________________ 
1 Royal commission into Alleged Chinese Gambling and Immorality https://archive.org/details/cu31924023440187 
2 Lost Streets and Laneways of Sydney  

http://history.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/sydneystreets/Lost_Streets/Resumptions/default.html 
3 For a map that compares pre and post-resumption, see 

http://history.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/sydneystreets/Lost_Streets/Resumptions/fader.html 
4 Doomed streets of Sydney – Images from the City Council’s Demolition Books - Sue Doyle 

http://scan.net.au/scan/journal/display.php?journal_id=64 

The Parramatta Mental hospital 

https://archive.org/details/cu31924023440187
http://history.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/sydneystreets/Lost_Streets/Resumptions/default.html
http://history.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/sydneystreets/Lost_Streets/Resumptions/fader.html
http://scan.net.au/scan/journal/display.php?journal_id=64
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If you would like to do some additional reading 

on the experience of Chinese immigrants and their 

relationships with white Australians, I can 

recommend the excellent work done by Kate 

Bagnall, Historian and Research Fellow at 

Wollongong University. Her work includes 

gathering and identifying information about 

different interracial marriages (Chinese/White) 

from the period, and collating records of their 

experiences. She has added some flesh to the 

bones of names and dates, and revealed lots of 

personal stories which will be of interest.5 6 
 

It is worth noting that Kate convenes the ‘Settler and Colonial Studies Network’ at the 

University of Wollongong, and they are currently looking for presenters for an upcoming 

conference (November 2016). There is more information at http://www.uowblogs.com/cass/63-

2/2016-conference-colonial-formations/ 
 

The hunt for the final events of her life has been a long one 

and a lesson in themselves for me. It appears from her son’s 

records that he was brought up using the name Kallmier, and 

so I surmise that Charles Ah Wan was not in his life, whether 

by virtue of death or separation. Indeed, his birth certificate 

shows an amendment to the effect that evidence has been 

furnished which shows that the surname of the within 

mentioned Cecil Ah Won is 'Kallmier'. However I cannot 

find her on any electoral roll under any of the names by 

which I know her. 
 

Names are crucial, and the other lesson for me in this is to think broadly about how names are 

spelled. The only reason I found Ellen’s second marriage and ultimate death was in the sudden 

realisation that ‘Wan’ sounds like ‘one’. Indeed, her marriage is recorded as that of ‘Ellen 

Ahone’. Once I had that, I could cross check her death certificate (which listed her parents 

correctly) and confirm that Ellen Young was the person I was looking for. 
 

The questions I have at this stage are:  

 What evidence could have been tendered to change the name on a birth certificate? 

 How can I track Charlie Ah Wan effectively? 

 Does anyone have any thoughts on locating Ellen between 1898 and 1928? 

 What luck or access have readers had with viewing records from hospitals of the period, 

given the NSW Government’s limitations on releasing information less than 110 years old? 
 

For me, the next steps to try, are to track her more closely through her Parramatta experiences. 

It seems so sad that her life was bookended by institutions which are close to one another. 

There is more work to be done, and any suggestions are welcome!! 
________________________________________ 
5 Blog of Kate Bagnall, Historian – http://chineseaustralia.org 
6 Golden Shadows on a White Land – PhD Thesis, K Bagnall, 

https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/2123/1412/3/03sections1&2.pdf 

Wexford Street around 1900 

Chinese church, Wexford Street, 1898 

http://www.uowblogs.com/cass/63-2/2016-conference-colonial-formations/
http://www.uowblogs.com/cass/63-2/2016-conference-colonial-formations/
http://chineseaustralia.org/
https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/2123/1412/3/03sections1&2.pdf
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FOUND IT AT LAST! 

Wendy Anson 

Thirty years ago when I first became interested in family history, my mother told me all sorts 

of little stories that she could remember. One piece of information — which I wrote down at 

the time, and still have, has been at the back of my mind ever since. 

 

Mum’s mother, my Nana, Jane (nee) Kerr, was born in Falkirk Scotland in 1881 to William 

Kerr and Jean Robb, the second wife of William. His first wife had died, leaving about seven 

children to care for. These were to become step siblings for Jane.  

 

Sometime between 1930 and 1950, Mum said Nana had sent back home to her family for a 

copy of the Falkirk Herald, in which there was a photo of four generations of William Kerr. 

Over the years, I have tried locating this picture, without success.  

 

Just recently, a colleague happened to mention the Falkirk Herald, saying she had found it on 

the British Newspaper Archive site.1 That was a great lead. It is a login site, but some free 

credits are given for registering — and I had four left. Within minutes of putting in the key 

words Kerr four generations in the advanced search section, the article appeared at the top of 

the list, and I was able to download it!  

 

Checking against the information in my family tree, I discovered just who they were. Not 

Nana’s father, William, but her step-brother William Kerr, twenty four years older than Nana, 

and then aged 81. His son, also called William Kerr — just a year younger than Nana, along 

with his son and three week old baby, also both called William Kerr! Underneath the picture 

are fuller details of the family members. So, another mystery solved after all these years.  
________________________________________ 
1 www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
 

www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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LATITUDE XO
 S, LONGITUDE YO

 E – A SENSE OF PLACE 

Helen Lewis 

Most family history research focuses primarily on people, with places and events having a 

secondary role. What if the story of our connections with a particular place was told from the 

perspective of that location – a spot uniquely identified by a set of latitudinal and longitudinal 

coordinates? Where would we get information to compose such a story? Our own recollections 

plus those of family members, relatives and neighbours, provide valuable starting points for 

the recent past. For earlier history, sources such as local council rate books and land records 

for example —  provide interesting details of ownership and usage. Stories and images of past 

events could be sought from the family archives or the vast array of online digitised resources. 

Based on discovered facts coupled with good general knowledge plus a little dose of 

imagination, the story of our special place might go something like this….. 

 

On gently undulating land covered with scrubby bushland near the junction of two small 

creeks, this place had settled into a natural rhythm over the millennia. Nurtured by the sun and 

the rain, and challenged by floods from the nearby swamp or the occasional bushfire or earth 

tremor, this location provided sanctuary and sustenance for a wide variety of life forms. The 

first humans to roam through this place did so with minimal disturbance. 

 

But then something unfamiliar happened … the sounds of machinery, foreign human voices 

and different animal noises filled the air. The bushland on this and surrounding places was 

gradually cleared, with mainly grasses remaining. Another strange occurrence … underground 

vibrations signalled excavation of something deep below the surface – a black rock important 

to the new wave of humans. Other vibrations were felt when the nearby smoking, steaming 

iron-horse thundered by, carrying that precious resource to destinations near and far. 

 

Soon there were fences, and animals grazing within their boundaries. Clattering hooves and 

wheels were common, gouging out dirt tracks around this place. In time those tracks were 

covered with tar, and the adjoining creeks were transformed into drains, with grassy banks 

replaced by concrete walls. Buildings were erected nearby — houses alongside; a bakery, 

courthouse and police station opposite; with churches, hotels and shops in neighbouring streets 

– all signs of a growing, thriving community. 

 

Then a dwelling was constructed on this spot – a small sandstone brick cottage with a 

corrugated iron roof and a couple of makeshift timber outbuildings. Introduced species were 

planted where native vegetation once grew. The phase of continuous human occupation at this 

place had begun. 

 

For several decades a mixture of sounds, smells and sights reflected the human activity here 

— the earthy odour of turned soil and growing plants to sustain a family; appetising aromas of 

cooking; the pungent smell of cigar smoke and whiskey intertwined with earnest discussion; 

the tinkering with bits and pieces to occupy a creative young mind; the whack of a strap 

administered in punishment and muffled sobs of pain and anguish; the protective pleas of a 

mother; the crackling cough and gasping breath of illness and frail old age. 
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A backyard garden abundant with vegetables, fruit trees and flowers; the clucking of scratching 

chooks; the clip-clop of horses pulling carts to deliver fresh bakery bread or cold dripping ice; 

the cry of a baby and laughter of a young child; giggles of delight or whinges of annoyance 

during sibling playtime; the excitement of learning and discovery; defiant foot stamping when 

desires are thwarted; stern admonishing voices; soft soothing voices; quiet conversation; 

secrets whispered in hushed tones; the joyfulness of special family celebrations or the anxious 

tension of barely tolerated events. 

 

Over three generations this place saw new life beginning, old life ending, and all aspects of 

human existence in between — conversation, laughter, song, anger, argument, illness, distress, 

tears, sadness, excitement, survival. But that phase was to end. The humans moved out, the 

dwelling was demolished, and this place became a bitumen covered carpark. Instead of four 

legged horses grazing the paddock, it was four-wheeled multi-horsepowered vehicles 

traversing the surface. Now this place slumbers under a blanket of tar, stones, dust and rubbish 

... and also memories. Will it awaken with more development and human activity, or stay 

dormant and undisturbed? Only time will tell. Check again in a few more decades, centuries, 

or even millennia. 

 

CONFUSING BRICKWALLS BROKEN 

Kay Browne 

Every time we look for information on our family, it is a journey of discovery. When you begin 

your family research it is a most exciting search for information, but even after thirty years of 

research one can still discover new gems relating to their family. It is that extra piece of jigsaw; 

that new reference; the answer to a puzzle that keeps us looking. Some of those mysteries are 

only so, because we cannot understand how or where to find the answer, or whether there is 

any explanation to be found. So it is very exciting to discover these answers. 

 

Often we are not necessarily looking for a particular answer and we find it by chance. One 

such mystery was solved for me years ago when I was browsing through Canterbury Wills. I 

was looking at ‘Hardy’ wills and because I also have the ‘Harris’ name in the family I was 

checking those as well. Various members of my Harris family came to Australia during the 

1850s. One of the sons John Robert Harris was the first to arrive. He had married in Chiswick, 

London and he and his wife had two sons. I knew that he was living in Steiglitz, Victoria by 

April 1853. One son, John Williamson Harris married and died here, while the other, Thomas, 

has eluded me. More interesting was the wife Mary Harris (nee Williamson). I never found a 

reference to her death although I knew that John Robert had remarried in 1869. 

 

In the Wills at Canterbury, I found that Mary Harris had died in in April 1852 and that the 

place where she had died was Durban, South Africa. I can only assume that this was on their 

journey to Australia. So John Robert Harris arrived in Victoria with two very young sons and 

no wife. This may have been part of the reason that his parents immigrated with their six 

unmarried daughters and also lived in Steiglitz. 

 

However my most exciting and unexpected find was only recently. One of my very early 

ancestors was a Charles Stuart married to a Clemence Hovell in 1678. Records show that they 

only had one child, a son also named Charles. Although one assumes large families I found no 
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evidence of infant births or deaths with the records I was able to access and over the years I 

accepted this fact. 

 

With all the wonderful records available nowadays I have been able to find quite a bit about 

my Stuart family but for obvious reasons searching Charles Stuart is almost impossible. So I 

decided to use Clemence Hovell as her Christian name is rather unusual. Imagine my 

amazement and initial disbelief when I found her mentioned in a will dated in 1797 for a Louise 

Maria Elizabeth Johnstone. This was a completely new name for me. 

 

In the probate record it states ‘there was a considerable mystery about her antecedents which 

it was somewhat difficult to solve’. Louisa Johnstone was (nee Colclough), her mother being 

the illegitimate daughter of Sir Thomas Montgomerie and Clemence Hovell, the wife of 

Charles Stuart. Sir Thomas and Clemence had another four children together during the 

lifetime of her husband. All five children are recognised as illegitimate. This couple finally 

married in 1713 after Charles Stuart’s death in 1706. Sir Thomas and Clemence did not survive 

much longer; he died in 1716 and she died in 1720. (All this came from the Probate Record).  

 

Was this the love story of the century? Or does it show that life does not change much. Even 

the granddaughter Louisa Johnstone may have been illegitimate and her husband also had 

illegitimate children. All this in the 17th and 18th centuries – what’s different from today? We 

just don’t use the word illegitimate as much! 

 

One further question arises from all this. Where was Charles Stuart during his wife’s liaison? 

He was in America fighting for control over New York. He actually died there. 

 

UNDERSTANDING ALIASES MAY HELP WITH THAT BRICKWALL 

Lin Panisset 

As far back as 1565 a member of my Boon or Boone family from Northamptonshire was listed 

as Boone alias Laxton – Baptism 24 Sep 1565. Other examples are: Robert Boone al[ia]s 

Laxton or Laxton alias Boone – Baptism 25 Nov 1618 Henry Boone als Laxton s/o Augustine 

Laxton als Boone. 

 

These days one might suppose that this indicates an illegitimacy in the family, but it was not 

uncommon in those days for even the gentry to use such descriptions. The reason is that in the 

1500s and 1600’s the use of surnames was not standardised as it is today.  

 

Below are several ways in which an alias may be used: 

The use of the father’s or grandfather’s forename as a surname — Thomas son of William 

becomes Thomas Williams, and his child becomes Mary Williams alias Thomas. 

 

The use of a place name as a surname — William son of Thomas. Thomas is from Whitby. 

William is known as William Thomas alias Whitby. 

 

Use of the name of the female line to continue the name or to become entitled to an inheritance 

— Mary is the sole descendant of John Smith, and marries a Brown. Her children become 

Brown alias Smith, or Smith alias Brown. 
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In the case of illegitimacy — Mary Jones has a son by John Smith. He becomes William Jones 

alias Smith. 

 

Taking the name of a step-parent — William Jones becomes William Jones alias Smith when 

his mother remarried a Smith. 

 

For further information see: 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~staustell/Word_Doc/Life/Aliases.htm 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Use_of_Aliases_-_an_Overview 

 

LONG LASTING WILLS! 

Brian Panisset 

We came across an unusual situation a while ago, when we were gathering up some wills and 

using them to verify that named individuals were indeed related. The legal profession’s 

pedantry in dotting every ‘i’ and crossing every ‘t’ can be valuable, however infuriating the 

verbosity might be as we’re transcribing. 

 

You’d think that the wife of the deceased, named as executor and inheriting a substantial part 

of his estate, would be rather keen to obtain probate and collect the goodies. And yet … well, 

let the probate speak for itself: in the margin of the file copy we found the annotation. 

 

‘Proved at London with two codicils on 25 September 1792. On 27 November 1811 

administration with the will annexed of the goods, chattels and credits of David Yeats, formerly 

of St Augustine, East Florida, afterwards of Little Portland Street, but late of Chapel Street, 

Portland Street, St Marylebone, Middx, Esq, left unadministered by Jane Fitzhugh Yeats 

widow, the relict of one of the residuary legatees in trust named in the said will was granted to 

John Levett Yeats Esq. son of deceased substituted in the said will having been duly sworn to 

administer named in 1st codicil dying before the will was proved and James Hume the other 

and surviving executor named in 2nd codicil, having renamed the probate and execution of the 

said will and codicils.’ — This extract is from material held by The National Archives in the 

UK, and open for publication for educational purposes. 

 

Jane died in 1809, so she had plenty of time to do the work. The paper is watermarked ‘1837’, 

though that may be of no significance. 

 

Died 1792, probate obtained within the month, and then – nothing! Now, we don’t have the 

full text of the will, but others we have seen in full dated around the same time, contain words 

that transmit the responsibility to administer the will to the executors, heirs and assigns of the 

executors, so there is continuity and the will won’t – shouldn’t! – vanish from view.  

 

I tried to discover whether that’s still the case under British law. The Administration of Estates 

Act 1925 said unambiguously that that’s the automatic procedure, and then dropped me into a 

black hole of ever-widening legalese, saying that a subsequent (1971) Act negated the 

provision – though, when I looked at the later Act, it seemed to apply to Scottish estates being 

administered in England or Wales. I nearly retired hurt, but ferreting through many more web 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~staustell/Word_Doc/Life/Aliases.htm
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Use_of_Aliases_-_an_Overview
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sites disclosed a statement by HMRC (the Revenue and Customs organisation that collects 

taxes and other imposts), that in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, that situation persists.  

The executorship passes to the executor’s executor as long as probate has been granted. It’s a 

different story if probate hasn’t been granted. 

 

That wasn’t the most extreme case, though. In another instance, a cleric (one step off my direct 

line) died in 1749, the sole executor named in the will obtained probate, but then did nothing 

to administer the will and distribute the estate (we don’t know why). 116 years later, in 1865, 

the third-generation inheritor of the executorship applied to the Probate Court for a fresh grant, 

and was given it. (All four generations bore the name ‘Richard’, if that’s of any interest, though 

I wouldn’t let that stop you appointing a ‘Richard’ as your executor). 

 

Now, this paragraph doesn’t represent legal advice: I’m not qualified to offer any, so if you 

come across a situation such as this, obtain proper professional advice and guidance and don’t 

rely on what I’ve written. That said, my researches indicate that the executor of the deceased 

executor, becomes executor of the will — the UK procedure persists — in most states and 

territories. In NSW, an application has to be made to the Equity Division of the Supreme Court, 

for a grant of letters of administration with the will annexed. The Court then appoints an 

administrator; it may fall to the Public Trustee to administer the will, which may be time-

consuming and expensive to the estate. I can’t find any information about how Western 

Australia handles the situation. 

 

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED LOOKING IN …? 

Brian Panisset 

We all know Ancestry, Findmypast and Familysearch, so I am not mentioning the material 

they contain. We've all sought inspiration in the depths of the Australian Federation and 

Pioneer data sets that we can find in the Library. Those of us chasing down convict ancestors 

have spent weary hours ploughing through microfilm at the Library, sometimes fruitfully, 

sometimes finding that the one page we need is missing from the record. Others have been 

more adventurous and gone in search of some less obvious sources of information, and that's 

the focus of this article. There are sources on the internet that don't necessarily spring to mind, 

so let's take a look at some. 

 

Did any of your ancestors spend time in India? Familysearch has some Indian information, but 

another site that's worth a look is FIBIS (Families in British India Society). It is created a 

database of British names in India and South Asia between 1600 and 1947 (when India gained 

its independence from UK), and that's free to search. There's also a small picture gallery with 

images of monuments and cemeteries, among other things (and FIBIS retains copyright in 

those images, so if you want to use them, you must get permission). It's a UK–based purely 

online organisation, and membership is optional (it gives you access to a social network, 

journals, and members—only information). For most of us, the free database search will be the 

main attraction. 

 

Sydney Benevolent Asylum Index to Admissions and Discharges 1857–1900 shows people 

who were taken in and supported by the Asylum (that is in place of refuge, not residence for 

the mentally disturbed). Its focus was pregnant women for most of its existence, so if you 
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might have an ancestress who fell on hard times while waiting to give birth, this is a site to 

investigate. 

 

The Boer War is often represented as a British vs. Boer conflict, but Australians took part in 

it. There are several sites that contain information about Australians who served; sometimes 

in purely medical roles, and, if you look at CoraWeb using the search term ‘Boer’, you'll come 

up with a list of sites that may be able to help you. If your ancestor vanishes between 1899 and 

1902, he or she, just might have been in South Africa. 

 

Malta was a stopping off point for servicemen on their way to or from the Middle East. While 

most of them were British in origin, there are some other nationalities who passed through, 

and the Malta Family History website contains details of many people (servicemen and 

civilian) who were in Malta, or passed through it, from 1801 to 1979. Some settled of course, 

and there is a range of census lists that could cast light on someone who does not appear 

anywhere else or, who appeared from nowhere. It is a work in progress and the site 

conveniently shows the data sets that are considered just about complete, separately from those 

that need more work. Another site worth a look is Genealogy in Malta. 

 

What about the USA? A couple of sites cover immigration to the New York area; 

CastleGarden.org cover the period 1820–1892, and www.libertyellisfoundation.org for the period 

from 1892 onwards, when Ellis Island became the point of entry, replacing Castle Garden. Of 

course, New York wasn't the only point of entry to the USA; New Orleans, San Francisco and 

Los Angeles all had their incoming migrants, and a check through Cyndislist will point you to 

websites that can identify arrivals. 

 

Canada is well served by Familysearch and Ancestry, but there are some early (pre–1851) 

census records available for specific places in Canada. One is dated 1671! It might be a long 

shot, but if you don't try, you'll never know. Cyndislist has links to them and to various records 

about the Canadian military, so if your ancestor might have been there during either of the 

World Wars, you could find more information about them. There are also links to various 

Canadian newspaper archives in Cyndislist. 

 

South Africa is again well served by Familysearch, but there are other (paid) sites that you can 

find on Cyndislist that complement the church records on which Familysearch is based. There 

is a free site dedicated to information about people who went to South Africa from Britain in 

1820, 1820settlers.com. 

 

Most of us don't recognise any links to British nobility; but that is a term that can be drawn 

quite widely. While titles might have been passed down through the male line, and principally 

(though not exclusively) the firstborn male, the various registers of nobility, gentry and 

landowners that come together under the heading ‘Burke's’ cover more than just those who 

bore a title. A handy website to pursue possibilities is thepeerage.com; it's very much a work 

in progress, but it has a couple of significant advantages to offer. As far as possible, it records 

the less obvious descendants (non–titled children, and females, in particular). It also points to 

the source of its information, and while this is often one of the ‘Burke's’ series of registers, it 

quotes other, less well-known sources that might be useful to pursue if there is a link to one of 

your ancestors. 

www.libertyellisfoundation.org
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If you know where your ancestors were last located, the local newspaper may be amenable to 

printing a letter asking if anybody has any information that might help you understand their 

position in that community, where they originated and what effect they had on the area where 

they lived. It can be hit and miss; we've tried a number of local papers, and had a significant 

contact with one, and no response at all from others (we don't even know if the letter                 

was printed). 

 

Public libraries can be helpful too; some (by no means all) offer a service called ‘Ask a 

librarian’. While they are limited in the time they can spend on any one question, they may be 

able to point you to publications that can fill in some gaps. Remember, if our library doesn't 

have a particular book available, the system of inter-library loans can have it in your hands 

from another library in a short time. 

 

Then there are message boards; Ancestry runs ‘Rootsweb’, there is another called ‘Rootschat’, 

and both are free to use and to scan for answers. You may find either or both have a message 

board dedicated to the surname you're researching which helps to focus the search, although 

we have come across a couple of surname specific message boards that weren't being 

maintained. A useful test is to check the date of the latest posting; the older it is, the less likely 

it is that you'll get an answer, but it's always worth a try. You might just catch the attention of 

somebody else who's started searching, and be able to exchange information that helps            

you both. 

 

There are many, many websites that provide useful information, and trying to list them all here 

would be pointless; they change, they decay, new ones appear; but if you haven't encountered 

Cyndislist or Coraweb, you'd do yourself a good turn by exploring both. They contain lists of 

useful websites, grouped by category, for example; ‘wills’ or ‘convicts’, and you'll find 

websites there that you'd never dreamed existed. Coraweb has an Australian focus; Cyndislist 

has a broader view. 

 

 

WAUGH FAMILY REUNION 

27th August 2016 in Yamba NSW 

 

An invitation is extended to all those who have an interest in our family 

 

Many of our forebears settled in the Port Macquarie area 

Alexander (1816–1894) and Elizabeth (1824–1896) Waugh 

 

Alexander opened one of the first private schools in the area — The Beach House 

 

Contact: Christine Van Gulik on: 07 55241231 or 0401318121 

email: christinevangulik@gmail.com 
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THE COMPUTER CORNER – NO. 44 

Searching the SMH at State Library Website – Part 1 
Information for Family Historians using Computers~ 

Rex Toomey 

 

Trove has been such a boon to family historians! Where would we be without it? People living 

in regional areas now have easy access to newspaper resources that formerly were much more 

readily available to residents of Sydney and Canberra. Unfortunately, the cut-off year for most 

newspapers is 1954 which keeps them out of the copyright protected period. Sadly, for the 

Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) this also means 31st December 1954. 

 

However, for many years the State Library of New South Wales (SLNSW) and National 

Library have made most of the subsequent editions available via their website under the 

category of ‘eResources’. For this article, the focus will be on the SLNSW holdings. 
 

Firstly, the SLNSW eResources holds the SMH from Saturday 1st January 1955 to Monday 

27th February 1995 inclusive with some issues are missing. Then there is a substantial break of 

over ten years until Monday 2nd January 2006 when the issues are complete, right up to the 

present day. In this Computer Corner, the focus will be on accessing the SMH for the period 

1955–1995, although the later copies from 2006 use the same browsing and search facility. 

 

Accessing the SLNSW Website 
 

Whilst there are many way to access the 

SLNSW eResources website, I find a 

simple ‘Google’ of ‘SLNSW’ will cause 

that site to appear as the first entry on the 

search results as shown in Figure 1.  

Notice that there are several linked sites 

shown below the main entry. The 

‘eResources’ link has been indicated by an 

arrow. Once that link has been clicked, the 

‘eResources’ webpage will be opened as 

shown in Figure 2. Click the option 

‘DATABASES BY NAME’ to open a box 

into which search criteria may be entered. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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The eResources webpage is shown in Figure 

3 with the words ‘sydney morning herald’ 

entered into the search box. To the right of 

the search box is a ‘button’ which appears 

as a magnifying glass. When that button is 

clicked, a list of titles located in eResources 

matching the search criteria will be 

displayed, as shown in Figure 4. 

 

As can be seen, this list also includes the 

later editions of SMH Library Edition   

(2006 – current). 

Notice also the icons to the right 

of each entry. The icons which 

appear as a building with a card 

in front indicates that SLNSW resource may 

be accessed over the internet by NSW 

residents with a Readers Card. 

The next step is to click the entry ‘Sydney 

Morning Herald (and Sun-Herald) Archive 

1955–Feb 1995’ which will open the 

Library Card Login page as shown in Figure 

5. You must enter your library card number 

before you may access the web page which 

has the digitised SMH newspapers. 

 

If you do not have a library card, you will 

need to apply for one. There are links on this 

page from where you may find more about 

obtaining a Library Card number. 

 

When the ‘GO +’ button is clicked near the 

entered library card number, the first page 

of the Sydney Morning Herald archive for 

1955 to February 1995 will be displayed as 

shown in Figure 6.  

 

 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 

Figure 6 

http://ezproxy.sl.nsw.gov.au/login?url=http://archives.smh.com.au/fnc_login.php?username=SLNSW&password=Fairfax
http://ezproxy.sl.nsw.gov.au/login?url=http://archives.smh.com.au/fnc_login.php?username=SLNSW&password=Fairfax
http://ezproxy.sl.nsw.gov.au/login?url=http://archives.smh.com.au/fnc_login.php?username=SLNSW&password=Fairfax


 

Footsteps Page 23 August 2016 

 

Browsing the SMH 

 

Browsing is quite simple if you are looking 

for a specific date. You may know the date 

because it has been located in the ‘Ryerson 

Index’. This will allow you to see the actual 

entry as it appeared in the newspaper.  

 

The first step is to select the newspaper year 

which may be found in a scrolling band 

running across the top of the page. By 

clicking the specific year, followed by the month in the left 

column, thumbnail images all available front pages for that 

month will be shown. In Figure 7, the year ‘1970’ has been 

selected with the month ‘June’. In Figure 8, the date of Saturday 

6th June 1970 has been selected.  

 

Normally, the SMH has a useful 

‘Contents List’ on the first or second 

page. In this edition it is on the bottom 

right side with the heading ‘Inside’ as 

can be seen in Figure 9. Often this will 

give the page number of ‘Births, 

Marriages and Deaths’ but to see this 

more clearly, you must click on that 

area of the thumbnail. This will   open 

the ‘Article View’ where a ‘zoomed’ 

image can be seen as shown in       

Figure 10.  

 

Unfortunately, this edition does not mention the ‘Births, 

Marriages and Deaths’ so the next thing to do is to scroll 

through the thumbnail images to see if the relevant page can be 

identified. However, it is likely that these entries are on the last 

page so that is the first place to look by quickly scrolling down 

to the last thumbnail. Experience will tell you whether that 

page has the usual format for these entries and this is the case 

as shown in figure 11. You can just make out the heading of 

column one as ‘BIRTHS’. Because an engagement is being 

sought, the fourth column headed ‘ENGAGEMENTS’ has 

been clicked and two areas on the page have been highlighted 

in ‘yellow’ as indicated. Clicking on the first ‘yellow’ area at 

the bottom opens the Article View window which has a 

reasonably clear image of the entries.  

 

 

Figure 7 

Figure 8 

Figure 9 

Figure 10 

Figure 11 
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Figure 12 shows the entry being sought which 

is the engagement of Rex Toomey to Yvonne 

Jackson. Be aware that not all images will be as 

clear and readable. This is because these SMH 

pages appear to have been sourced and digitally 

scanned from microfilm. In addition, not all of 

the ‘yellow’ areas have been identified 

correctly. You may click an area on the 

thumbnail and find that it displays a different set 

of entries. However, it is likely that these entries 

will appear in other columns so it may be 

necessary to view each and every ‘yellow’ area 

on the page to find the entries. 

 

 

Across the top of the Article View 

window, there are a number of useful 

options shown as shown in Figure 13. 

 

Using these options, the selected items may be saved, printed, emailed, added to Facebook or 

Twitter. Use the small and large ‘A’ to zoom in and out from the items. 

 

In addition, you may view the computer 

generated text of the items in the 

‘yellow’ selection by clicking ‘Text’ as 

shown in Figure 14. This text may be 

‘selected’ or highlighted by clicking 

and dragging the mouse across the text. 

Once selected, the text may be copied 

using the usual Windows hot keys of 

‘Ctrl’ and ‘C’. You may then paste it 

into any file, document, email, etc. 

using the Windows hot keys of ‘Ctrl’ 

and ‘V’. 

 

 

 

Searching the SMH 

 

If the date of a particular issue is not known, a search of the SMH may be made using a 

sophisticated set of criteria. For example, the search may be for individual words or a phrase. 

You may also decide if the search text must match exactly to allow for upper and lower case. 

You may also add words to exclude or only undertake a search of the ‘Byline’ or item title and 

choose articles, pictures or advertisements. These all may be set between specific dates similar 

to the Trove search, which will assist with common words such as ‘Smith’. 

Figure 12 

Figure 13 

Figure 14 
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From the main SLNSW SMH page, 

click the ‘Search’ button on the menu as 

shown.This will open the Search 

window from where the search criteria 

may be entered as shown in Figure 15. 

 

In this example, the name ‘Rex 

Toomey’ has been entered under ‘ALL 

of the words:’ together with the year 

range of ‘1970’ to ‘1970’.  

 

The search process will commence once 

the ‘Search’ button is clicked. Be aware 

that searching may not be instantaneous 

depending on how many issues of the 

SMH need to be searched. If no dates 

are entered, millions of words need to be 

scanned and the list of results may be 

many hundreds of entries. For this 

reason, it is always a good policy to 

enter a range of dates if an approximate timeframe of the item is known. A search for the word 

‘Smith’ without a date range gave over 460 000 results!  

 

The results of the search above are 

shown in Figure 16. This has returned 

just three entries with the first entry 

being the one for which the search was 

made. The results window provides 

sufficient details to allow for a quick 

identification to confirm the entry 

together with a thumbnail of the 

newspaper and entry from that page.  

 

Click the thumbnail of the newspaper 

page to open that page so that it may be 

further browsed and copied as 

mentioned previously using the 

‘yellow’ selected area. Otherwise, just 

click the item thumbnail or any other 

part of the results entry to open the 

‘Article View’ of the item. As mentioned under ‘Browsing’, once the item has been retrieved, 

it may be copied, printed, emailed, etc.  

 

This article has been written to provide a step-by-step guide to using the SMH on the SLNSW 

website. Members are encouraged to familiarise themselves with the search process to enhance 

their family history. Also, by using this facility, the SLNSW will realise its importance to 

regional historians and ensure the subscription is on-going. 

Figure 15 

Figure 16 
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 

 Renewals New Members 

 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 

30th June 

1st Jan to 

30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 

editions—August, 

November, February, May 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription available for Non-Members (see website for pricing) 

 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up 

to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where 

appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for 

further research.  

 

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 

include details of relevant information and sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire 

via mail and include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 

provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 

miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 

are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 

now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history—local, Australian and overseas—is available for 

members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 

volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 

break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after 

the General Meeting, in the Technology Room. A focus topic, following on from the General 

Meeting demonstration, is followed by general family history assistance. Entry by small 

donation, cuppa available. 

  

  

mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
http://www.pmdfhs.org.au/
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 

Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie  

Baptisms, Marriages and Burials (B&W) 

$27 $30 905g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 

Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3.00 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  

(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3.00 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  

1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5.00 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (Book) 

$27 $30 440g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$18 $20 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 

1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$10 $15 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  

(CD-ROM in colour) 

$27 $30 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 

1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$27 $30 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 

Images (CD-ROM) Only seven left 

$27 $30 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 

Up to 250g (Large letter) $3.00 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter) $5.00  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $15.00 Holds several books 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 

books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 

overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be 

possible. Please contact the Secretary to enquire (see page 2). 
 

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au 
 

Please complete the order form and send with your payment to: 

The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

If you would like to order over the internet and pay by Direct Deposit, please send an email 

to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au for the Society’s banking details and a direct deposit reference. 

Pre-payment is required, however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nswpmfhs/
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 

 

PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

 

 

Our Research Home 

Local Studies/Family History Room 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

 

Our Meeting Room 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

Gordon Street  

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 

 

We are pleased to be: 
an Affiliated Society of the Royal Australian Historical Society;  

and a Committee Member Society of the  

NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies Inc. 
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