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HISTORIANS AND JOURNALISTS JOIN FIGH T AGAINST THE GOVERN MENT'S
LAND TITLES SELL OFF
In January 2017Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) journalist Esther Han interviewed RA

President Associate Professor Carol Liston about her concerns@rotiee r n me nt g
registry privatisation plans.

In September 2015, the Minister for Finance, Services and Property, Dominic Pe
announced reforms to separate the regulatory and operational functions of Land and RH
Information NSW (LPI).Since this announcement, Carol has been raising commy

HS
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awareness of the serious changes to land record accessibility due to the closure of [the

online shop and the outsourcing of its services to nine LPI approved information brokel

She explainedher concers, and those of RAHS members,tia¢ Sydney Morning Herald

interviewd ur fear is if these records are removed from the custody of the bureaucra
understand them and have been their guardians for centuries, the records would no Iqg
keptasacomplethcai n of verifiable informati on
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A related article by Rex Toomey on page 17 urges members to do their family histor
sarches before the rectw disappear forever.
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NEW M EMBERS
Jennifer Mullin

Lorraine José& PortMacquarie | Linda Marshi Port Macquarie

MEMBER SUPPORT GROUPS

Members only support groups are held at tbe MacquarieHastingsLibrary. The ost is
$3pp to covetheroom hire.

RootsMagic
Wednesday?2 Februaryand26 April from 1:15pm to 3t5pmin the Library meeting room
cuppa available.

Mastering Ancestry (formelly Family Tree Makesupportgroup)
Wednesday 22 March and 24 Mapm 1pm to 3pm in théibrary meeting roomcuppa
available Bring your laptop ifyou haveonei but not essential.

DNA

Monday 27 February, 27 March, 24 April & 22 Mdyom 2pmto 330pm in the Library
meeting oom.Members do not have to complete a DNA test before attending this giarxgp.
your laptop if you have oriebut not essential.

Family Search
Thursdayl6 February, 16 March, 20 April and 18 May frdmm to 3pmin theTechnology
Room of thelibrary, cuppa available. Bring youaptop if you have one

The writing group meet monthly on a Wednesday afteriidbere are some vacanciesnail
Noeline Kyle:noelinekyle@gmail.com

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
Venuefor General Meetings CC Mac Adams Music Centr@ort Macquarie

Thursday Saturday Wednesday
Committee Meetings Monthly Meetings Research Support Group
10.00ami 1.00pm 1.3071 3.30pm 1.00pmi 3.00pm
Meeting Room, Library] CC Mac Adams Music| Technology Room, Library
Centre

2 February 11 February 15 February

2 March 11 March 15 March

30 March 8 April 12 April

4 May 13 May 17 May

1 June 10 June 14 June

29 June 8 July 12 July
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FAREWELL TO ROBYN BYERS 1941 2016
Pauline Every

It is with greatsadness that | report the passmflowraNSW, of Life Member, and my close

personal friend, Robyn Byers, following a long battle with ill health.

Robyn and Laurie Byers moved to the Hastings area88 idlowing retirement, and Robyr
immediately joined The Hastings Valley Family History Groap wewere knownR o b y

passion was to continue her family histoegearchn the company of like minded people and
she soon became involvextd i n many of the

Robyn held many positienwithin the $ciety including secretary from1991 to 1997,
treasurer,qurnal editor, library roster and participated in many of the projects commer
over the years including the indexing of the Lake Innes Memorial Bawks.Together with
Betty Marianj she attendethe NSW State Conferencetienpossible.

Without a douhtRoby n 6 s g r e at et® toordinat the staging of #té&995 State
Conference helth Port Macquarigwith the support obther dedicated comittee members
The success of this coménce is still rememberdaly visitors who attended, and lifted th
benchmark for the presentation of thigent for those that followed

Il n 1997 Robynbés heal th sheoankauree desigettdonzoeeko
Nowra to be closer to family.

Robynwas deeply loved and will be greatly missed by her family and many friéhds
thoughts are with her husband Laurie, daughter Joanne and granddaughters Lucinda &
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PRESIDENTG TWO CENTS WORTH

Diane Gillespie

The beginning of 2017 finds our Society members raring to go for another year. | would lik

to welcome everyone back for another ymafudingnew members who are beginning thei

family history journey. Our Society continues to grow withivae and informative member
who willingly share their expertise with others.
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Like many other Family History Societies/Family History Groups, Port Macquarie & Distficts

Family History Society is comprisad enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers siare
a deep passion for family history and history in general. One of agrskanding members
who epitomigs these qualities is Gwen Grimmond. The Society, in recognition of all the
Gwen has offered over the yeaasd her thorough dedication assistingothers, nominated
her for the Australia Day Senior Citizen of the year in the Port Macquarie/Hastings
Congratulations on your nomination, Gwen. You deserve it.

Plans are wélinder way for amxcursionby busto State Records at Kingswood foembers.
The buss booked, accommodation orgagtilsand a tour of State Records plannedillioe a
busy f ew days butshoudhaenefibabhthoge whaacekldedo make the jour

Memberswere sad to hear of Robyn Bgépassing ovethe Christmas period. She was a Life

member and a past president. Our sympathies are extended to Laurie and family. A far
written on page five othis issue.

At the conclusion of 2016 the Society was pleased to present Port Macquarie Libraay

sizeable donation, earmarked for a FindMyPast library subscription. This will enable ouf

library to maintain three subscriptions and | hope members will take advantage of this ref
It canbe interesting trying to comparecords on other sitess differencegan occurin the
transcriptions of these records.

Our latest project, the Pool Tile Collection is nearing completion. It is a mirror of
Macquarie 50 years ago and is a very comprehensive compilation of biographies of
who contrbuted to the erection of the amenities block of the local swimming pjbel.
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publication hasn extensive index as well. Yvonne and Rex Toomey and others have d¢vot

countless hours to this venture and are to be complimented on the depth of the r
undertakenThere areotheisn our soci ety who avorking gnothes

projects as well.admirethese peple who devotéheirtime and effortby taking a break from|

their own researcto work on communal projects that will benedther researchers.

Another project currently being trialled by committee members is that of indexing the

PSec
t |

earl

Port Macquarie Rates books. If you would like to assist with this project, please approach c

of our committee members.

Have you made anewe ar 60 s 7 Ieitsisoof aigemealagical natutewish you every
success an dhatdeowodld likeftoolamgabduit. You may not think it$ a big
discovery but it may provide the glimpse into an avenue of research of which someof
maynot have thought.

€ e
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FROM THE EDITOR
Shirley Aitchison

Thank you taall members for younteresting articlseand storiegor this edition ofFootsteps

An extensive nine pagaticle on how to searchmd and property records in NS8vncluded
in this jounal. Alsoincluded is ararticledl'he causes of death in NCB websiwhkichfollows
the call for Col oni al womenos Shatnadidesor
&Keeping My T r e e wri@dn esafood for thought ideawill appear from time toime
in Footsteps

Thereis no particulatheme for theviay journal Please submit stories that you feel would
of interestand usefuto other family historians angend your contributigis) to the editoiby

20 March 2017 ateditor@pmdfhs.org.awith 6 Fo ot st e mdhe dubject linellhe g
editorwill confirm receipt of your article.

Photos and illustrations are important and will always enhance a Bleage attaciphotos
separately as JPGs andicate thereferredoositionfor themin the article Up to four photos
and a maximum of 1500550 words, or up to 1800 words without photos.

Articles submitted for publication in Footsteps should be the work of the author submittit
articles. Where the writing is not the warskthe author, permission mus¢ sought from the
original author and the source of the waorldstbe indicatedn the articlewhen it is submitted

Views expressed by authors and contributors to this Journal are not necessarily thos
Society. All articles and items in thi®urnal are subject to copyright unless otherw
indicated. No portion of this gurnd may be reproduced withou#ritten permissionof
the Society.

Members who submit articles published in Footsteps will have their names inciualedaw
in May. The person whoseame is drawmvill receiveaoneyear PMDFHS subscription.

EVENTS

2017 Sensational Seniors Expo will be heldvonday 6 Marctirom 9am to 2pm at Panther
Club Port Macquarie. Ouociety will have atall on the day.

The RAHS/Wauchope District Regional Seminar will be held on 18 March.820gpp. See
details ahttp://www.rahs.org.au/product/rahsauchopedistrict-regionatseminar/

GrassrootdNriters Weekend 226 March at PantheiGlub Port Macquarie. See details 4
www.portwriters.com.aor email:grassrootswritersweekend@gmail.com

The Heritage Festival will be held on 12, 19 & 26 April in Port Macqu&ee details at
www.pmdfhs.org.au
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THE DINA DIARY T NO. 2
Using Genetics for Genealogy

Ken Hunt

What would you prefer to leave as a legacy to your descenddoisgy, property or your
spit?We | | of cour sieyou cndeave glldheee if yolhvasiand eccording to
scientist and DNAXplained blogger Roberta Estégou have shorthanged yourself, ang
your ancestor, I f you dondt make every
and the historical informatiotihat comes alongiwt h t he hap | o tnhadiitiop,
| believe that you have shechanged your descendatisi f you donodot | e
of knowing your DNA.

So, what is a haplogroup&ccording to International Society dbenetic Gaealogists
(ISOGQG), itis & genetic population group of people who share a common ancestor (
patrilineal or matrilineal line. Haplogroups are assigned letters of the alphabet, and refing
consist of additionah u mber and | e tlhaher wordsmdnge yau haveotess
your Y chromosome (males only) or your mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA), you have determ
your fatherads or your Ivack nmeyrthousands efiyeans.i c

N th
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My Y chromosome haplogroup is-® which is foundn Eastern Europe and is extrem
common in Central Europe and the British Iska®d this same group identifies my father

his father and so on back apy family tree.My mtDNA haplogroup is H1gland according
to Behar et al in thAmerican Journabf Human Geneticshe woman who fonded this line
lived between 200 and 6100 years agbhis group identifies my mother and her mother g
SO on.

Unfortunately, neither haplogroup test will tell you treemesof your ancestord this needs
to be confirned using traditional methodut knowing your group will indicate whether ¢
not you are looking at the correct branch of relatiizes.example, | know that there are NP
(Not the Parent Expected or illegitimacies) in my ties®d that a match that dosst have my

surname on the paternal side may indicate that an adoption, illegitimacy or name ¢

(usually for inheritance purposes) has occurted.have a birth certificate identifying ng
father, | can test the descendants of the other childremeaibther to see if there is a fu
match or notln this way | should be able to confirm or eliminate the father of her subse(
children as being the fagh of my illegitimate ancestor.

Family History DNA testing has become very affordable over tist feav years and the

available tests have improved and increased in scope. Just imagine what your
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grandchildren will be able to uncover and what new tests will be available to them thfouc

comparing the results of your cheek swab. Make it a resoltaiget yourself a kithis year,
thereby leaving a lasting and valuable gift.

Here B another reason to test your DNK. 2009 the remains of 25Birst World War
Australian and British soldiers werarefully removedrom clay in a mass graveite at

Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery near Fromelles, Fi@eeeletails on websitdq:

http://www.wwlwesternfront.gov.au/fromelles/pheasembd/exhumatiorand-identification.php
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This is the areahere the First Australian Imperial Force saw action on the European Westel

Frontin1916The resulting battl e was deDBisaster dt
Fromellesas¢he worst24howi n Australiabdbs entire his

The identification of soldiers lost at the Battle of Fromeles beerna priority for the
Australian Army Fromelles Project team. After exhumation, each set of remains
scientifically examined by forensic radiologisthd forensic archaeologists, amdadrder to
identify them, DNA was obtained from their teeth and bones.

Theteanr egi st ered the names of over 1000
provide a sample of their DNAy the end of 2016 DNA malhing, along with other data an
historical information, had been able to identify 150 of the 250 badlikesf those identified

e d

wa

d

were Australian. Members of the public with a relative who died in Fromelles are invited t

emait army.uwc@defence.gov.au call 1800 019 090 toegister with the Unrecovered War

Casualties Australian Fromelles Project Team

In Blaine Bettinged s & oTbhekFamily Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Geneal
he wrotedGenealogical records are not perfect. Our ancestors had poor memories just
do: They bent the truth to make themselves younger or seem more favourable just like
and they made up stories just like we do. In addition, genealogical recorde cédteried,

o)
ike
we

improperly transcribed or recorded, or completely lost, even in the years immediately aft

their creation. As a result, genealogists work with a trail of imperfect and incohs

breadrumbs, and we use these traces to recreate the lives ahcestors. Sometimes we o

ster

a good job, sometimes we do a poor job, and sometimes we may not know the differerice.

Oofrapped within your DNA, however, are the stories of your ancestors. Although thi

information was inaccessible to previous generatiorgeatalogists, modern genetic testi
has allowed us to extract those stories and begin to add them to the rich genealogical
somanyof us spend our | ives creatingo.

| recently obtained this book through Amazon as a Kindleak and added it tmy Christmas
reading list. Bettinger has a biochemistry PhD with a concentration on genetics and u

knowledge to bring us an eaByread overview of what is happening in the field of DNA

testing for family hisbry. The bookstatestihis plainrEnglish guide is a onstop resource for

g
fape

[ses

howto use DNA t e st andigs.Betonger tgkesrugthrbughghe éteps of DNA

testing starting with what is available and moving into the benefits and drawbacks of

eac

Harder concepts are kept for thedi chapters, allowing us as beginners to first understangl the

basics before plunging into the deep pool that is the science of geRetuwswers describg
this book as havipevey t hi ng a beginner needs to Kk
DNA.O If there is one genetics bodkantashould have lefin your Christmas stocking
thisisit.

Wishing you all happy hunting in 2017.

na
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CHIN LANG TIP AND THE JOURNEY TO FIND HIM
Diane Gillespie

An article | wrote about the Langtip famyilof Port Albert, Victoria, was published in
d-ootstep8No. 138, February 2016have continued the search for my Chinese ancestor, {
Lang Tipd pr o n o u n c odivehi@whatdndw believe to be his correct name.

| attended &ociety of Australian Geneafpsts (SAG)seminaiin early April, whichproved to
be a worthwhile excursion to Sydndyr Kate Bagnalla Professor fom the University of
Wollongong was an extremelynformative speaker and spoke knowledgably of Chin
migration to Australia in the neteenth century.

As | mentioned in my previous artiglase of different ames or familial names can be
stumbling block and it was r ei n é&dahedifednt
names thatChineseimmigrants may have usedhroughouttheir lives. A Chinese name
generally consists of three parts or character@mily name, which usually is written firg

Chin

2Se

W i

t
iver

forms the first charactethena generational name that all boys of that generation are ¢

andfinally a personal name which isually the last character in the name. Besides :Ihis,

children were known by &émilk namesdé o
childrenreached adulthood.

Further research from other sources supports this naming systenuréddeoClan/family

names are very different from personal names and it is felt by some that this may be the

of confusion with names of Chinese immigrants. Many Chinese also used nicknames th
as we do, such as Jimmy for James and Meg or Maggie for Margaret, sandrthie seen i
the use of O0AhOG s INowondarswasfhaving prgblems/Ah  Wo n |

Dr Bagnall 6s research =2 222+t~ ~=n ©Ch
to NSW but shalsomentiored CAFHOV (Chinese
Australian Family Historians of Victoria)As my
ancestors lived in Victorial felt that ths was
important to my research arsbught information
about the group frorKate during the break

| O6googleddéd the name ( T
to make contacwith CAFHOV and soon after,
Andrew Wongreturned my callHe was instrumenta
in aiding my research. He listened to my story &
talked with Mr Maurice Leong who is one of the le
contacts with the older members of the Ching
communityin Melbourne. | learnt from Miceong that
he knew ChilangTi pds son, Wany
years ago.

William Langtip

Mr Leong is connected with the Chinese Museum and is working on identifying the mef,
tablets located within the See Yup Temple in Melbourne. These wooden tablets rece
deaths of 13 000 Chinegaustralians and Mr Leong and his assistants are in ribeeps of

Nnori
brd |
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establishing a database (in English) of these early Chinesas a thrill to actually speal
with someone who knew one of the older members of my family.

The See Yup Society waa Friendly Society established to assist Chinese immigrants|with
their transition into life in the Australian Colonies. For a compulsory subscription the meifnbe
were supported in their endeavours and their subscriptions paid for the construction of fhe ¢

Yup Temple in South Melbourne, Victotia

Andrew Wong alsovewed Lang Tipbds naturalisatiijn

Ti pbs pl ace of nowknown bsToishan, Brovimag of Guangdarige feels
that Chin Lang Tip came from one of the twenty or so villages in this area at the time.

D ny4nd m sl weierr that [ will b faithtad npd bear troe allogisce:
e 2303 . "\“\"LE'GV *-ﬂundimmgu of the Unitel hh@l«n of Gt

m“‘"‘hﬁﬂﬁm‘«'?‘u . -b&t .;:.rmaqm | e 4

Signawre o & TOL

When Chin Lag Tip signed his application for naturalisation he wrote his name in a flea

hand 6Lang Tipb

Andrew also posed the questibrlid | know of any other brothers or cousins who may have

come to Victoria at the same time? | had not thought of the widelyfaomnections and thig
is one line of research | will follow. | am now looking at patrilineal DNA to establish a d
contact back to China.

| have also found that Chin Lang Tip6s
with both Englsh names and Chinese names.

-MW"”MA Lw.[l. .M..é

% 19?{01’ uﬁfmc'd'\ “. 9 ¢
(s Leal*iel - ' ' ' Arclie
: f*lz:,(’ i ‘?m_; ;:—m" % on;zZ, L.f)qu!‘. prkecq
{(lﬁ 4] {a Lér&J
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How much influence would Chin Lang Tip hay
had in the naming of this first grandson?

Agai n t Ghindappaanmsdut the balbyas
registered witht as his third name and ntte

traditional Chinese naming system was I
strictly followed.

children) knew oft hei r fat her
could speak Cantonese, but they were unabl
write the Chinese characterSome of the
boys were sent to study in China b
prejudice  within the Australian community
meant that thisact was obscured from theitd
andsubsequent generations.

S O A el

Harold Ernest Victor Gin War Chin Lang Tip;
Chindés first grar

There have been instandagshe familywherea baby wagnitially rejected by a motherho
was unaware of its heritageither the father or herself being descended from Chin Lang

Some babies in the family werealsoor n wi t h a oO0Mongol i an
visible in families with Asian blood and may extend from a small spot on the back or bu
to larger marks and generally disappears before the child reaches school age. It does 1

first name like that of his grandfather. Th¢

The second generatiof Chi n Lanpg

e

174

ot

o
N

Tip.

Bl
toch
ot n

the ancestocame from Mongolia as such as the mark is also prevalent in other nationalfties

Chin Lang Tipbs Last Wil and Testamen
of them a sum of £10 as they respectively attained the age of taeatyears or arried.
Th o ma s , his el dest son, compl eted the d

Lang Tip, on the certificaté.

|l t seems that during his |ifetime Lang

[

T

by his personal and genemtal names, which were joined and used as a surnamg b

his descendants.

| have found researching this line of my family to be fascinating. Birth, Death and Mat
certificates only provide the framework upon which we base all our other research.
secondary sources such as naturalisation papers, war records, newspaperlare s a
outside the squareodo all add t extgomedefosen

'www.theage.com.au/honouritige-deadcapsa-life-of-dedicatioi2007/08/02/185648061419.htm|
" http://chinesemuseum.com.au
" Office of the Government Statist, Melbourne. # 31996, obtained 10 Aug, 1978

riag
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ConvICT WOMEN REMEMBERED
Kay Browne

i1 | was tried br gealing when | was 24 years add should have
hanged but insteadreceived seven years transportation at

Worcester Lent Assizes on th& Blarch 17851 have been shu

me inthe pew with two other convict women at St Andrews Unit

‘i%ss Church at Evandale, Tasmania. It is 10 am and we are w
s for the service to begin.

¥ | am Olivia Gascoigne, Lady Penrhyn1788.

Kay as Olivia Gascoigne It is Sunday, 18 September, 2016 andehbonnets we arg

wearing are to be blessed today.

the

ng
iting

ohe Bl essi ng isbne of he moBtanoving évents | have ever attended. Ofivia

Gascoigne (uxor liccas) was not my ancestgh e was connected t ¢
family. There were quite few family members here representing the women convicts,
what was so surprising was that the two guest speakers were also wearing bonnets r¢
the Murray family.

The organiser whinspired this event was Dr Christina Herwino worked as an artish-
residence at the Cascades female convict factory in Hobart where she first became g
the number of female convicts senttoMam e men6s Land. 580pfgmales
were sent to the island penal colony. In 2007 DrrHeegan g -
her mission to have 25 655 simple cloth bonnets n@uefor

each female awvict transported to Australiand is currently

only 500 slort of the target. The bonnessmilar to those wor

by the women here tag are made by peopleroughout the

world, many with family links to the convicts bein

remembereddr Henriwore the bonnet of Catherine Jonitbe Catherine
4" greatgrandmother of Terry BrowneCaherine was
transported on théSurprizéy arriving on the 17th Octobe
1794. She was convicted for dieg and received seven yea
Catherine was the mother of Sarah Jones/Maguebo
married Kennedy Murray argkttled in Evandal@asmania

The next speaker was Marilyn Russelho spoke
about her background. Shevas an unknown
connection until this evénand a relatively new
researcher of the Murray familyMarilyn wore the
bonnet for Ann Whitevhowas the mther of Kennedy
Murray. Ann arrived on the notorioud\Neptuné in

o 1789 after being sentenced with an accomplice
stealing four yards of printed cottevhen fiewas 18
years old. Ann was sefti Norfolk Island, and it was
here that she gave birth to two children, Kenng

)
but
blate

war
X |

for

dy
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(b.1799) and Elizabethh(1802). Ann formed relationship with Richard Sydes and had fq
children with him. They later marrieith Tasmania andived in Longford a neighbouring
village of EvandaleAnne White was anothet"4greatgrandmother oferry Browne.

A third speaker was Mary Binkswhosmok of her convict ance

Prior to their talks however, the service was opened iy Governor of Tasmania, He
Excellency Professor Kate Warner, who was the special guest at the .sBeapée had
travdled from throughout Australia togsticipate. Professor Warner has a special interes
Criminal Law and in her opening address she talked about the transportation systessolP
Warner said the project had inspired many people to research their convict past,
particular emphasisn female convits. She said herhusbancad uncovered
to Elizabeth Bruce, who arrived on the First Fleet in 1788.

After these talksall those wearing or holding bonnets were asked to bring the bonnets fo

pur

V)
~+

r

5t in
of

with
h i

fwal

and place them in a | arge chest. This Wwa

the three ministers attending blessed the bonnets and tieesamded. The congregari was

then i nvited to foll ow the Governor acio

England where a candle could be lit monour of the convicts and whegpeople could have
morning tea.

In this small village, the police g
were in attendance to hold bacl
traffic while the Governor andehn
followers crossed the roadA
luncheon was held in the Memori:
Hall for invited guests. This wam
informal affair aad gave us thg
opportunity to mingle with family g5
connections as well as othef§i
including the Governor and he*

husband, Richard.

Young girls in bonnets with
Her Excellency Profesor Kate Warner

This wonderful celebration or recognition of these convict women was the finale fg
weekendOn theSaturdaywe had travided to a numbeof locations on a bus tour orgaeds
by the local Evandale Community Centre and History Society. Because Evandale is
small village we kept running into people dgyiour time there

We chatted to DChristina Henri about hgr r 0 jResed frondhe Hearbthe first Memorial
to all women sentenced to transportation as cesmwcAustralia (1788L853);cloth bonnets
which symbolise the women wase lives have been shroundedabyeil of amnesia for far
toolong.

We had evening visits with MarilyrRussell and her cousin; and caught up with fani

connections that we had never pirit corresponded with. So all in atis wasa wonderful
family history experience.

r th

a Ve

<
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How | FOUND | HAD |RISH ANCESTRY
Lesley Moore

| have been interested for sorme in expanding my limited knowledgebout my great
grandfather, John Robinson.

According to the marriage certificate, John married Isabella Jane Allanorf'dhal41881 at
the Church of England Parsonage at Parkes. John was a butcher, and priovaoiage, he
was a bachelor residing in Parkes. Isabella was a spinster residing in Bogan River :
occupation was described as O6private
nationality, their ages or the names of their parents.

And

| knewthat Isabella was born on2®ctober 1856 in Lower Kelso, Bathurst to Charles Allan

and Clementina Robertson who came from Scotland, but over the years | could find ng
information on John apart from the above.

One day while going through somealgapers and data, | found a letter written in 1884 fr
William Robinson to Isabella on the death of her husband John. William addressed hel

Isabella, but as Mrs Robinson, and he mentioned his brother John and another brothef

Australia; so Ithen knew that he was her brotledaw. William also mentioned his wifg

D otl

pom
not
Be

Mary and their ages, and also mentiohectwo sons and where they were living. | was thrilled

to find an address at the top of the lett€¢addagh, Ballibay.

When | later Googld these places, | found they were towns inMonaghan, Ireland. | felt
excited and decided to send for birth certifisgte my gandmother Gertrudand her brother
The certificates showed they were both borfParkes Australia and one specificaltated
fatherJohnf r om Ki | bar r on. | can hear everyon
was years ago and | t hought then that
learnt the hard way.

My grandmother Gertrude Helen wastan 1882, when her father was aged 50. Her brot
Allan Samuel was born in 1883, and their father was still agetbhd. died in 1884 in Parkes
and his age was shown as 50 years. Notice how his age always appears as 50 over a
period. So he as quite a bit oldahan Isabella his wife.

as

her
5,

four

My grandmot herdéds birth certificate sta:le

brother éds bi rt Iisfatlertooiwhsi boraitretbands Myygieat grandfathe
J ohnos tilicatamakes noemention of how long he was in the colonies, but it dig
he was born in Ireland and that his parents were Michael Robinson and Helen. | havg
that Helen is sometimes called Ellen. So | had a starting point of Kilpanr@o. Tipperary.

Naturally, | could not find anything on brothers William, John and Benjamin Robinson
in Ireland with parents Michael Robinson and Helen.

say)
b fol

bori

The 1884 letter stated that Benjamin had married Elizabeth Allen who came from Tipgerat

In subsequent search | found that Benjamin was a successful cattle dealerFoobes. |
decided taing every Robinson in Forbes to see if they were related to Benjamin, and,
whether they had any knowledge of his brother John, my great grandfather. | waasutley

if st
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first one | rang happened to be the girlfriend of a descendant of Benjamin Robigsoe;
that family the information | had and they passed it on, and the ball started rolling from
to Adelaide. They sent me information and old letters writbeand from Ireland to Adelaide
andso the family started to emerdéturned out that John was one of 11 children (10 b
and one girl) and one letter said the children were all born in Borrisokane, Tipperary.

| found it touching, reading one secti o
sister) had written to a relative on t
was on the road for both funerals and that her father, Micteed of grief three months afte
his wife, Ell end. El'l en had died whil s

the

DYS

n
1 €
r

t

had land around the Borrisokane/Cloughjordan/Kilbarron/Clonmakilladuff areas in Tipp¢rar

One of the letters mentioned thdichael was descended from Sir Robert McKenzie and
Michael McKenzie (Scotch Baronets) and their sister Hon. Marion Monica McKenzie.
issue wadMichael Robinson of Stangarry, Shangarry or Stanbally Shangally Castle, C

Galway,married HelenRalpb f 6 Ral phmount 6, Co. Tippef

able to prove the information in this letter, however, a Robinson and a McKenzie
connected somewhere in the family.

| have found out a great deal about Benjamin here in Australia, entveven visiting Ireland,
| have not been able to find any BDM recordstfon e f ami | y except |

Sir
On
punt
a
wel

0]

went to Co. Monaghan. | have been in contact with this side of the family and spent timie wi

them in Ireland. When and why they migrate@dustralia is a mystery as | can find shipping
records for either one of them, but Benjamin was here around 1855 so perhaps Joh
with him.

John had a successful life in Parkes_, owned athriving_but PARKES BUTCHEKRY.
shop, rancattle and purchased quite a lot of land in & —_—
around Parkes. God Bless the Lands Department rec Ji ROBINSON,
being online now, as | only knew of a few of his la e e e e e
purchases. After his death in 1884do not know what ALw iTs O3 MaSD
happened to Isabella and the children ur®4 when she X FOND AUTRLY

remarried in Sydney then went to New Zealand with | Beef, "

grandparents, (Gertrude had married William Richs 51““0;- L

Higgins from England), for about six years)y father °'\;“,’

(Raymond Robinson Higgins) was born there. Ox Toogues,
EMALL GOODS,

Maybe one day | might be able to find®® more on John OF LY ERY DESCRIFTION
Robinson and his f amil ¥V I xseTeTwaes Serrom ro asy Farasy, | 1
happy with all that | have found and been given, the lov JOHN ROBINSON.
people | have met and the places | visited here and in Irel

WHOLESALE a»v RETAIL BUTCHER

Conwan vr Darrgs axo Fonmas Srenevs,

Parkes,

Parkes Gazette: August 1875
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RESEARCHING THE HISTORY OF THE WILLIAM STREET COTTAGE
Rex & Yvonne Toomey

Located on the southern side pf

William Street Port Macquarie
; this delightful cottage at

qadd SSUl A= =" number 98 isone block from

A\m& § the corner of Murray Street. |

— : is one of just a handful of 100

yearold cottages remaining ir

town and is subject to 4
Heritage listing with Council.

—

r——4

4

| | | | |
| (At ‘ Hl'l | | |||HHH|M“”H I "]HHH As part of our interest in the
s ‘ ownos historly,
recognlsed this property ap
significant toourtown. When it
came onto the market for sale
in 2013, we took the opportunity to include ourselves in one of the inspection tours. At th
time,theskesblub descri bed it as an 0i-[Becembec2016) i
Society member Anne Pope asked if we could research the history of the building using NS
Land Records on behalf of her friend who conducts the business Coast Front Rewity| at
address. This article is the result of that research.

98 William Steet, Port Macquarie
Photographed by Yvonne Toomey 23rd April 2013

Google » €¢—— v Q

All News Maps Images Shopping More Settings Tools

About 13,300,000 results (0.34 seconds)

—D @ Land and Property Information: Home
www.Ipi.nsw.gov.au/ v
Land title products and services and WAL register transactions. Free online searches. Access free
index searches through the LPI Online portal. Plans and titles.

@ contact us @ Land titles

Contact us. 1 Prince Albert Road Land ownership - Public registers -
Queens Square Sydney NSW ... Land title fees - ...

@ LPI Online @ Land title fees

Find records - ePlan - Services - Land title fees. LPI Circular 2016/09
HLRV - ... (PDF 93.0 KB) lists current ...

@ Land title dealing forms @ Forms

Land title dealing foms. ABCDEF Land title dealing forms - General
GHIJKLMNOPQRSTU.. forms - WAL dealing forms - ...

More results from nsw.gov.au »

The first stepn researching land records in NSW is to fuhe title referenceThis can be
obtainedfrom the Land and Property Information (LRNgbsitehttp://www.Ipi.nsw.gov.ad 0

get to this website, a 6Googled search]|i
open the LPI homepage website.
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http://www.lpi.nsw.gov.au/

Wi
NSW Land & Property FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE
=YY | Information CALL 1300 052 637 OR WRITE TO US

ABOUT LPI LAND TITLES PLAN AND TITLE REGISTRATION FORMS PUBLICATIONS REGISTRAR GENERAL

1 want to know about...

Take me to...

Dealing forms

Plan forms

General forms

LAND AND PROPERTY INFbRMATION

NOTICES

« See our fact sheet on CRR enquiries relating
to proposed F6 Corridor (Southlink) and
Werrington arterials.

* For CRR enquiries, contact LPI at

elating to proposed F6 Corridor GeneralEnquiry@Ipi.nsw.gov.au or 1300
nk) and Werrington arterials 052 637 Monday to Friday, 8:30AM to
5:00PM.

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

— Fees
| Land title products and services and WAL
register transactions

@ Free online searches

! oy Access free index searches through the » Circular 2016-15 Introduction of requisition fees QUICK LINKS
LPI Online portal (PDF 152 KB)

» Circular 2016-16 Christmas/New Year service
delivery arrangements (PDF 183 KB)

e Aonroved infarmation brokerg

NSW Land and Property Informatiavebsite

From the LPI homepage, the O6Free onlin

window. Click this option to open the LPI Online Services webpage. A message will b

di splayed requiring accept anc ekedpthe [Rrdteed]
button will be enabled to allow the search to be performed.

| accept the Terms and Conditions Proceed

When [ Proceed] i
| ocati on records

clicked, t he LPI Onl i

S
O where the address i s

Search location records 98 WILLIAM STREET PORT MACQUARIE

Finally, clicking the [Seach] button will present the results of the search.
wiLLiAm =

IFISNIIN located o B WILLIAM 5T, PORT MACQUARIE s
LT T

2044 retumed i b
ol A

Prioe Stho saan for 21168428 O View

Lan viskas sasech for cwnen for 218128 o o

Proparty sates supoet for 21168120 © View

ﬂ
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Shownonthelefhand side of this webpage, i s t

a o6plandéd i dentifying the block of | and.

street addresis correct for the block of land in the search.

h e

Before proceeding, It needs t oeledrenic aysteheolf s

recording Torrens title informatiowhich LPI implemented from 983 For exan
referstothelotmmber and 616812806 refers to thi
the ownership records prior to this t
Fortunately, this is available on the same webpage. To get this number, click the [View]
next to OPrior title for 2/1681286

This presents another message requiring entry of a numbers and letters code. This is
for the LPI to confirm the request cam
is entered and the [Proceddljtton clicked, the Prior title details are displayed.

Prior title search
Provides the most recent prior title reference for the current title

The following prior titles were found for your search for title reference 2/168128

Prior Title Reference

3143-23

The numb2306 634480l ume 3143 and Folio 23
the current system. These numbers are the very important starting point for viewing the
of the land in question. Armed with this information, a search of the free Torrens
records on the LPI website can be made through the LPI Hetdré;xd Recordgiewer
(or HLVR) website.

(V)3
I‘NI—S\.& Land & Property
oty | Information Online Services

Home Find records Services About us

Toopent he HLRV website, t heetop & e¢he wabpagesscclickad
This provides three options including

clicked, two webpages are presented. The first provides information about the HLR
requires the [Launch HLRV] button to be clicked. Thexinwebpage displays the HLR)
Terms and Conditions which must be accepted by clicking the [Accept] button at the _
of the webpage.

This will reveal the HLRV webpage with its convoluted search system which isfoisgqd

researching the history of moanid in NSW. Currently, it is free to use.

np |

a}

”

m
butt

reqL
e

hist
Title

b n
\V ar

otto
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HLRY)

' OPHIR

Historical Land Records Viewer

vides online access to more
related records provide a

Images of the plans and titles accessible via the HLR
counter at LPI's

Records available via the HLRV

Charting Maps: Parish Maps, Town Maps, and other maps known as 'Charting Maps', recording
subdivision and status changes to land parcels.

Plan Lodgment Books: used between 18
department. The register is a good starting p
a plan number. View the Plan Lodgment Book fact

Old Form Torrens Registers: Torrens Titles from 1863 to 1 | NSW

State Library | State Records (Kingswood) public terminals -

((
) S‘
\./ Q i = 4
by, “ ‘J ] .
o . & Wl Charting Maps
V can be purchased through the Online Shop, over the 7] :
Queens Square office in Sydney, or through LPI's network of authorised Information Brokers. Old Form Torrens Register
.ﬂ Plan Lodgement Book

‘!
Wil

s | Land & Property
NSW | |nformation

~ Search By: 2| v
Keyword

Attribute

Lot

Plan Lodgement Book

Search By: v

For:
|Get results

Search For: Hioe | 2| v|

= ] Al Collections

# W] Historical Parish Maps
s Old System Records
# ¥ Miscellaneous
Rl Old System Indexes
&+ W Register of Land Grants and Leases
| Torrens Purchasers Index 1863-1971
.ﬂ General Register of Deeds (Old System Deeds)

The 61l mage Viewero6 se

the webpage is theasting point for all searches. | Search By: 2|y
Keyword 2

When the Torrestitle volume and folio are knowrf

the simplest appr oac h|panLodgementBook -1

under6 Search For: 6. This
ot her options. Ne xt t
6Search By:06 is seled
dropdown | i st on the

Search By:

S — ot

(0)]

Area name |
Book and Number
County name

opened to reveal large number of options in thgd Search For: DP number =|
listt The é&WwdI6 is then s el ¥lacoetons |poors 1
case, the -nuémbperre voi3oluds] & ¥l charting Maps Estate name

the 6Prior titled searn ¥lodFomTomaoename g

field as follows: 'J_] Plan Lodgeme 1ap reference
| Historical Pari| Parish name

= ¥l owd system R
| Miscellane

Search By: | Vol-Fol / T
For: (314323 M=k |

_D Get results

A’_J General Regi

Map number

Pastoral name

Plan

Plan Type

Serial Number

Serial Number and Alpha
Surname Initial

Town name

Vol-Fol v

(oD eTuY I Sy Te ooy |

To commence the search, t he f i Alstlofamsytseangh

results will appear in the bottom frame of the webpage.
been found.

The final step is to click the item in the list and an image of the title deed is displayed.

In this case, a single res

Search results: (1 document found)

L2~

All Collections Cid Form Torrens Register 3143-23 3143-23 =

Collection Image Type Vol-Fol Image name Notes Sheet reference

It
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lj‘i}' Land & Property
§°§“V,\! Information

Plan Lodgement Book

""" Search By: [vol-Fol T |
For: [3143-23 |
Get results|
| Search For: Lnoe [ 2|
W2 W1 s collections

1 Chérﬁng Maps
[ZJ Old Form Torrens Register
[.Zl Plan Lodgement Book
[l Historical Parish Maps
= : : =1 g ol System Records
:”w ‘“,'.". . 2 . = = ; i f: (] miscelianeous
i == ] 01d System Indexes
[2] Register of Land Grants and Leases
[Zl Torrens Purchasers Index 1863-1971
IZ' General Register of Deeds (Old System Deeds)

" Search results: (1 document found) =12l

Image name: 314323~ Res: 13 Mbre information: | ~| Progress: IIINRNEEER

Viewing large documentsinttd LRV can be probl emati c.

i mage that wil/l be of most wuse are the
magnifying glass and move the mouse cursor over the image, then make it smaller or Ig
moving the nouse up and down, or left and right. Once the ideal image size has been ac
click the hand icon to move the image around inside of its frame. Other options are aV
and should be tried, such as minimising the two frames right of the main image.

In thisexamplet he i mage is the 60l d Formdé Tor |
of Jessie Marie Staples issued ofi2e ce mber 1920, The 6Ca
right states it was super sededbculmgnt. hestah

on the document are in date order and show all transactions against this block of land|

include change of ownership and mortgages. Another useful piece of information is the
of the original grantee of the land. In this casevas Henry Allan who obtained the land

Yy

Crown Grant on 17 March 1838. However, to go back that far, further searching is reqtirec

to find owners before 1920.

: In the top left corner of the titlg
Reference to last Certificates document, there may b

reference to previou¥orrens

Yol. 2164 Tois. 203 and 204 titles. In this case, volume
2164 and folios 203 and 204.

13%

As before, a new search ¢2aOn3 6b.e Tnhaidse duisg pnl

name of William Thomas Staples issued off 1@ly 1911. Interestingly, the diagram of tf

€
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land $ows it extending all the way to the corner of Murray Street evidence the o:_ilgina
property had been subee&i0Oviéd enda.s T hne tonteh enra i

Staples who was later found to be brother of William.

Because there wameferene to a
previous Torrens
15006 i n t he athod
search was conducted. This locate
title in the name of Thomas Caines
issued 19 July 1892.

| Reference to oot éW’-f“a"‘” — ]

[ Pol. 1064 Folio 166 ]

This new document did not have
reference to a previous Torrens titl 7Pz

justanot at i"Nm . 6 Bp @ [&.))n. \?O [‘5///]
implied that it was the first Torren = l I = S Ll AR s S

title document issued and the lara

had been converted from what is call ed
often referred to as the OPrimary Appl

At this point, there needs to be some discussion about these two systems of land titles i
there is a third system called Crown Land but it is not relevant here. So far, the search
been through the Torrens Title records or as is sometimes dadl&eal Property Act (RPA)
This system came into force ostUanuary 18630 combat the problems of uncertaint
complexity and cost associated with Old System .titlmder Torrens Titlethe state

governmentmaintains and, guarantees the Torrens Tltidividual land transactions ar
lodged with LPI using forms (known as dealings) and the new owner is issued with a
document called a Certificate of Title (CT) which supports their ownership.

The OId System land ownership in NSW commenced thighegistration of the first grant of

Crown land in February 1792roof of land ownership is determined by possessing
presentingll the deeds relating to the land from the time of its first granting from the Cr
Theland title is a matter of qualignd is based on a chain of deedstife passes, the numb
of documents requiring safe storage increases and the more chance there is of docume
lost, damaged or destroyddther issues arise with land subdivisibmsummary Old System
land ttle is complicated, expensive, uncertain and the title is not guaranteed by the

Fortunately, whilshot compulsory, a system of deed registration was introduced in 1802

Returning to the OPrimary Appl i cramberoetates
to, may be viewed at State Records of NSW at Kingswood. As this search was bein
quickly and cheaply (read free), it was not possible to travel to Sydney to view them. Ho
armed with the information about the grant to Henry Aliarg possible to search the Gra
Index in the HLRV to see if the grant to Henry Allan could be located.

N NS
ng |

Y,
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Many of the HLRV index searches, in particular C ‘l..;"
System Indexes, require complex and specific def N-‘S‘ﬁ" Land & Property
to be entered. For the search of the Ghadéx refer mcwna | INfOrmation
to the image. E IMAGE VIEWER
‘Search By: 2|V
Notice that under oSeaZ;mf: “ltftr
has again been select equt qSt
and the |l etter O6AO6 ( f o (ffantodgementBook | er
Search By: | Surname Initial v |
Under 6Search For: 6, tH For: [a 0
|l ndexedér 60l d System (Get results| | e
by ticks. "'S‘égr'ch For: 1'umE'|_;?;|”\;
=[] Al Collections
] Charting Maps
] Old Form Torrens Register
D Plan Lodgement Book
@] Historical Parish Maps
= ¥ o System Records
[ ] miscellaneous
e ¥ Qld System Indexes
] ] ] Grant Index
The search returned the following window: e D B T e e T
Allptmenpts
Search results: (12 documents found)
Caollection Image Type Deed Type Surname Initial Index Number Image name
CHd System Grant Index - A i 1 1792-1826 A
Old System Grant Index - A = 41827-1830 A
Cld System Grant Index . A 6 6 1839-1847 A
Old System In Grant Index * A 7 7 1847-1855 &
Old System Grant Index $ A 8 8 1855-1856 A
Old System Grant Index A 10 10 1856-1857 A
Old System Grant Index . A 1 11 1858-1860 A
Old System In Grant Index - A 12 12 1858-1860 A
CHd System Grant Index - - 14 41860-1862 A&
Old System Grant Index - A 13 13 1861-1862 A
[1]2 Mext =
Many of the search results in the HLRV are NOT in date order. In this example, the|inde
entry covering 1838 is not presenhis year is very impoant because that was the year Hefiry
Allan was granted the land but the time period is not in this list.
Fortunately, the second page of the search list has the desired date range:
Search results: (12 documents found)
Collection Image Type Deed Type Surname Initial Index Number Image name
Old System Indexes Grant Index ’ A 5 5 1830-183% &
Old System Indexes Grant Index ! A 9 9 1856-1857 A
Previcus _1?3
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With the correct year range located, a click of the entry in the sessah list displayed the
first page of the Grant Index of 18308 3 9 f or tHhlfevayldewn this pagedvAsdhle
entry for Henry Allan:

,' = Sk Areo, e o :
; Suruame. N;‘z:;:.“ Situation. — .‘\H(-;J-t:.cut» N;\,f)mu S;q';al Page.
f a no|op
ALLAN Henry Macquarie - |1 |32 ) DAl 203i
SEE R.P.A.VOL 1064 FOD 150|APPN 8546 S
: SEE R.F.A.VOL 1064 FOL 150]AFPN 9546
ALLAN Henry Macquarie a0l - - 66

Besides the name, there was some other information in the index that confirmed the |corr
entry had beenfouh. The first of these was the pS
Macgquarie is in the County of Macquarile.
Finally, there was reference to volume 1064 and folio Th@.last two columns of the indle
entry provide the si&Bicalofndmezeracandl pagaea

Using this information, the actual gran{

9

document may be viewed. This involves t ljﬁ’} Land & Property
entry of more details into the Image View NSW Informatior?
criteria. The 0Sear 5
OAtt éi bfualel owed by : R
Number 6 together wi t |SeachBy: 2livb|t a
from the Granti53iond e[ -
P ~ ribute
0Search For: 6, the s {u R
ORegi ster of Land Gr {PlanLodgement Book “Imd
System Recordso. Search By: | Serial and Page Mumber ¥ |
As previous, when th[Get Results] button wa = 13[’?*53 |
clicked, a single entry appeared under Seg il
results and when that was clicked, the desi| |Get resutts|
Grant Register document was displayed. Search For: Lo [| 2|

. . 5 [ an Collections I
Thi s wa s an I mage ( DcnamngMaps h [T O

Purchasedéd document t h a
the purchaer, the price paid &32/8f ($64.80)

as well as a description of the land.

D Old Form Torrens Register
D Plan Lodgement Book
[ Historical Parish Maps

=l IZI Old System Records
D Miscellaneous

D Old System Indexes

= EI Register of Land Grants and Leases
[ll Grant Register

] Grant Register Index of Pardons
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[-] 4 o ] T(,),“’x:‘ }?U}!(‘iIASR .53 e
APPj.évé,,‘,. £ Ve e et e S i i /| example, the advertising of the land for sl

sefe bl fer, auy Eeelany, & ween, Defenwer of the Faitk, awn 63 levts |

o Reguaus mds for the Sube of Crown Lands i Our Teertary of New Sourn Wares, .:?6-.47

Bonlios iy o J ) T e Sydney newspapers in 1837 and its trangf

> Trwumsec of Oc wid Tersitocy, for wod wu Ot bk, well s frody pald befiee. (hews
Ml:c:d, And i furher ovideration u’u-ﬁdnh,/hd—h Wit uave Guavnas, s fur Uy,

wivms sad Croditioas, s Ay
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The researching of land records can be easier than

expected. There is a lot to know and learn, and

family historians should be aware of this.

However, the only way to fully understand the

records and how they are searched is to dive right

in and start using them. The information contair  pot Macquarie Newis 8" June 1912 page 4b
in land records is a gold mine.

Finally, anyne attempting to vite a family history without knowing the background of t
land on which their ancestors lived, is only writing half the story.

The images in this article were taken from the current NSW Government Departmel
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e ity 4 29 ),

::-;Z@%lmﬁ s o from Old System to Torrens Title in 1892.
L S St Also, the title deeds aided in determining

e, G A —— that the house at 98 William Street wals

There is a lot more to this story. For

e

er

ooy 15 U o Porle ikl Com i of st ich erected in 1912 and not ¢1915 as suggested

nt LI

website. Some months ago, legislation wassed authorising the sale of the LPI busingss.

Once this occurs, O0Ofreed searching may
searches be made before this happens and before the records disappear forever.

Much of the material in thisracle relating to background of the Torrens T{{RPA)and Old
System was obtained frowariousLPl documentatiowhich can be foundn theirwebsite,
especiallyhttp://www.lpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/150707/Torrens_title_information.p
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