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Hi DiNAs and welcome to the latest in a series of weekly blogs about things DNA while we 
are in lockdown. 

Using Geneanet 

Many thanks to Lin Panisset for writing this article. 

Geneanet is a French company, established in 1996. It allows you to upload your raw 
DNA and to import a family history (aka GEDCOM) file from Ancestry, MyHeritage or any 
software program. On February 17, 2020, Geneanet launched "Geneanet DNA", a service 

which allows users who have taken a DNA test to upload their DNA data and to find new 
relatives for free1. Downloading and finding matches is also free, they promise to send alerts 
when new results are available.  You will need to sign up to join the site. 

This is the area under the DNA tab that is used to upload raw DNA. 

These are the Geneanet TOS which must be accepted before the DNA can be uploaded to 
their site. 

From their website:  

“For more than 20 years, Geneanet 
[has been] working with and for 
genealogists. There are now more than 
7 billion indexed individuals, more than 
1 million family trees and 4 million 
members, but Geneanet was not built 
in a day. Thanks to your trust and 

support during all those years, Geneanet is now the genealogy 

                                                      
1
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneanet 

https://en.geneanet.org/
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leader in Europe. The Geneanet DNA service has just been launched 
and may not have enough genetic data to help you find DNA 
relationships, but you will be notified when [a] relationship [is] 
found. In the meantime, you participate in building a great tool for 
genealogists worldwide. Thank you for your support!” 

Why does Geneanet not sell DNA test kits?  Again, from their website:  

“Geneanet is a French company [subject] to French law. The French 
law does not authorize the sale of DNA test kits for genealogical 
purpose, on penalty of a fine of 3,750 Euros. According to a report 
of the French Senate, more than one million French people have 
already taken a DNA test with a non-French provider without any 
action being taken, to our knowledge. The French law may change 
in the near future and we will keep you informed.” 

Brian joined the site some years ago as his Great Grandfather was French.   He found a 
Panisset family tree that went back several generations in France, complete with sources.  I 
joined at the same time, and for a time asked to be alerted to a couple of my Devon family 
names.   Had several alerts, but discontinued it after a while but have now instituted a 
couple more. 

The site may be useful to try and track European relatives.  In my case my mitochondrial 
Haplogroup H26 has mostly Europeans in it – (mtDNA test with FamilyTreeDNA.com) 

So a direct female ancestor of my mother could have come from somewhere in Europe. I 
uploaded to Geneanet – autosomal only – to see if I could pick up European relatives. 

I've had a few matches from Geneanet, based we think in France.   Here's a screen shot 
of some of them.  As you can see, they are not close relationships, my top match being 18 
cMs.  However if some of our members have European ancestors, Geneanet might be 
helpful for them.   I just have a free account, which enables me to see my matches and make 
contact with them.  Brian has a free account and has found a lot of information on his 
French ancestry from an online tree on this site.  However he only has distant DNA 
relationships so far. 

 

 

https://en.geneanet.org/dna/help/why-does-geneanet-not-sell-dna-test-kits
https://www.familytreedna.com/
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Here is what I get when I click on my top match: 

 

It also gives me Steve's contact address if I want to pursue the relationship. This is the 
explanation of the possible relationship: 

 

So far, I have 20 matches – but am hoping to get some more. 

There are two options for using the site: Free access or a Premium access of $US12.50 
per quarter.  Free access allows users to set alerts for particular names and to contact DNA 
matches.  Family trees are also searchable, when available.  Free searches of the database 
are allowed with free access. This is an example of a search on my mother’s maiden name: 

 

 

As you can see, there are 2,073 results.  Clicking on the first name brought up this page: 
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This is just the first part of the page, which includes many more events, plus the sources.  
It also includes a short biography of the page ‘owner’. 

Further reading and information 

Blogs: The Genealogy Guide – Owain Couch: Geneanet Review – Discover Your 
French Ancestry! 

Video: A party political broadcast from Geneanet, but some interesting shots of this 
year’s Roots Tech Conference: RootsTech 2020 Attendees Share Their 
Experience with Geneanet. 

  A tutorial on how to find ancestors on geneanet.org: Tutorial 1: Using 
geneanet.org 

Wiki About Geneanet – Wikipedia article: Geneanet 

Updates from Ancestry  

 

 

I received this email from Ancestry last Friday, setting out the latest in small DNA match 
changes plus some interesting ethnicity news for our part of the world. 

August DNA Match Updates 

We've heard requests for more time from those wishing to save their existing small segment 
matches.  We've extended the timeline to save your matches to late August. 

 You can find these updates at the top of your DNA Matches page 
 Three updates include: 

o More accurate number of shared segments (beginning early August) 
o See the length of your longest shared segment (beginning mid-August) 
o Distant DNA matches must share 8.0 cM or higher (beginning late August) 

Ancestry® Unveils Updated Communities for Members with Ties to Asia & Polynesia, South 
Africa & Australia 

Our updated communities now have 20 Southeast Asian, 9 East Asian, 14 South Asian, 31 
Oceanian, 2 African and 1 Central Asian & Russian community.  Read more on our blog. 

https://thegenealogyguide.com/geneanet-review-discover-your-french-ancestry
https://thegenealogyguide.com/geneanet-review-discover-your-french-ancestry
https://en.geneanet.org/genealogyblog/post/2020/03/rootstech-2020-attendees-share-their-experience-with-geneanet
https://en.geneanet.org/genealogyblog/post/2020/03/rootstech-2020-attendees-share-their-experience-with-geneanet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzCXxKNZCrM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzCXxKNZCrM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneanet
https://ancestry.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eea0d4ff37db3c752641eda7f&id=6601bc0029&e=8103179d1f
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Work Upwards 

 James Perrine  
Senior Manager, Consumer PR 

Further reading and information 

Video:  Ancestry Purge, How to Retain your Matches by Margaret O’Brien. 
Blogs:   Ancestry Match Purge from Roberta Estes 

Members’ Tips & Tricks 

This is an area for you to tell us something that you have discovered – a 
tip, a hint, a suggestion, some advice or recommendation that has helped 
you and that you would like to pass on to our members.  Email your MT2s to 
me. 

This week’s tip: when dotting your low cM matches, start from the bottom of the list and 
work upwards.  This is because if you start 
from the top down, the resulting “Add to 
group” box obscures those below. 

https://youtu.be/15IKeXt0mQA
https://dna-explained.com/2020/07/30/ancestry-match-purge-update/
mailto:ken@winhunter.com

