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PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS’ WORTH 

Diane Gillespie 

As Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society approaches its Annual General 

Meeting, I feel we can look back with quiet satisfaction at the achievements of this past year. 

 

The Society’s strength and cohesiveness comes from a supportive membership base which 

continues to provide the impetus for us to strive to meet members’ needs. This was evident at 

the Volunteers’ Morning Tea, where we hosted many of the volunteers who give freely of 

their time to share their passion with others. These volunteers complete many and varied 

tasks for our Society, from assisting in the library and helping people with research 

questions, to catering for events and transcribing records. Over 30% of our membership are 

active volunteers. 

 

Some members recently travelled to Coffs Harbour to attend a seminar, where we heard Gail 

Davis from State Records discuss the holdings of the ‘ARK’ kit and explain what else is 

available at the Reading Room at Kingswood. This was pertinent, as we took several 

carloads of researchers to Kingswood in June. At State Archives members were able to 
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further their research, as well as obtain copies of probates, wills and divorce papers that can 

only be found by visiting the Reading Room, as they have not been digitised, and they are 

not available online. 

 

We also have shared in well organised social events with a ‘Christmas in July’ event at 

Comboyne and an outing to the local Players’ Theatre that Margaret Blight has so capably 

arranged. 

 

Looking forward, our digital presence has been revamped. Warren Luxford, with expert 

guidance from previous webmaster, Pauline Every, has been rebuilding our Society website, 

adding links and updating Society information to keep our members up to date with current 

developments within the family history environment.  

 

Support Groups tend to wax and wane in the Society as we look to cater for our members’ 

current research needs. Besides a Research Support Group that meets on the Wednesday after 

the General Meeting, we also have groups that look specifically at DNA and Convicts, as 

well as software programs such as RootsMagic and Family Tree Maker. We are also 

fortunate to also have a FamilySearch group. These groups are led by avid members whose 

expertise in the various areas is willingly shared with other members. To these leaders may I 

offer my thanks for your generous leadership. 

 

We will mark 2019’s National Family History Month (NFHM) with a full day Seminar on 17 

August, led by Kerry Farmer who will speak on Convicts, Scots and DNA. We also intend to 

host a 4-week course for beginners commencing on 24 August and continuing weekly until 

14 September. If you would like to register for either of these events, please do so as soon as 

possible. 

 

There have been a few changes within the Committee as members move on to other projects 

and spend more time doing their own research. Pauline Hincksman, who has re-vamped our 

journal borrowing system will be leaving the committee as will Rex and Yvonne Toomey. 

They will be concentrating on other projects ‘behind the scenes.’ These projects consume 

significant amounts of time and energy. To Pauline, Rex and Yvonne, may I wish you very 

good health and thank you sincerely for your friendship, mentoring and leadership over the 

years. You will all be missed. 

 

I would sincerely like to extend my appreciation to the members of PMDFHS, the hard-

working and supportive committee for giving me the opportunity to do what I love doing – 

sharing the joy of family history more widely than I thought possible. 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome the following new members. We hope you will enjoy your association with our 

Society and benefit from the resources and workshops available to you. 

Peter Aitchison from Port Macquarie 

Denis Turner from Port Macquarie 

William Jamieson from Yippin Creek 

Alicia Sear from Wauchope Kathinka & Kate Linahan from Port Macquarie 
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KINGSWOOD REPORT A.K.A. ‘VISITING THE BIG SMOKE’ 

Diane Gillespie 

Our now annual excursion to Kingswood for 2019, was moved from earlier in the year to 

June, so we could accommodate other activities in which the Society participates during the 

early part of the year.  

Carloads of enthusiastic Port Macquarie Society 

members descended on the State Records & Archives 

Authority at Kingswood to explore records or resources 

that are not available online or in Port Macquarie, but 

that can be accessed in the Reading Room. Some 

members had been previously, but there were a few 

‘first-time’ researchers among the group. The ‘first-

timers’ were treated to a tour of the facility which they 

found amazing! Our Society is grateful to Colleen and the 

staff of State Records for their support and 

encouragement during our visit. 

 

Apart from State Records some participants opted to visit 

the State Library. The recently introduced concept of ‘quiet carriages’ on Sydney trains 

evoked some hilarity among our group, because we are, by nature – chatty! The visit to the 

State Library proved worthwhile as members not only discovered some records, but also took 

the opportunity to attend the Devonshire Street Cemetery Exhibition that was on display at 

the time. 

 

On the last day some researchers returned to State 

Records while others travelled to the Necropolis at 

Rookwood, searching for family records, family graves 

and headstones. 

 

Communal dinners added to the camaraderie amongst the 

group and many stories were swapped and hints exchanged. A big ‘thank you’ to our 

Secretary, Jennifer Mullin, for facilitating and organising this popular event. We’re ready to 

plan the dates for 2020! 

 

PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR 

This Seminar will be held on Saturday 17 August 2019 between 9.00.am and 3.00 pm at the 

CC Mac Adams Centre, Gordon Street, Port Macquarie (between Port Macquarie Olympic 

Pool and the Players’ Theatre). The cost is $25 for members and $30 for non-members. 

Morning Tea and a Light Lunch will be provided 

 

The Guest Speaker is Kerry Farmer and the Topics are  

 Convicts – From Conviction to Freedom;     

 Scottish Research – Lesser known Scottish Records;   

 DNA (but not for Beginners)  
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 Bookings can be made through the Secretarysecretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

NSW & ACT ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETIES 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE - HOSTED BY KU-RING-GAI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

This Conference will be held from Friday 11 October till Sunday 13 October 2019 at Knox 

Grammar School, in Sydney. Details are on the Conference web site 

http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au Speakers include David Wright M.A., PhD. who is from . 

Kent, England and is a Fellow of the Society of Genealogists and a Fellow of the Society of 

Antiquaries.  He will be leading a master class on Reading Old Handwriting as well as 

making presentations on Workhouses and Genealogical History and Geography  

 

The price for the weekend (available until 6 September) is $170 for the full weekend, $100 

for Saturday only, and $70 for Sunday only. Bookings must be made on line and can be 

made at http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/register.html  

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Margaret Blight 

In this edition of Footsteps there are stories about the first members of families who were 

newcomers to Australia.  They came for various reasons:  some came as convicts; some 

because they were evicted from their homelands; and others came because of the prospect of 

a better way of life than that they were accustomed to in their native country. There is also a 

story that tells how a ‘brick wall’ was broken down after DNA results were received, while 

another focusses on a Port Macquarie property and it illustrates the wealth of information 

that can be found from researching land and property records, and newspapers and electoral 

rolls. Ken Hunt and Rex Toomey also provide valuable information in their regular articles, 

‘The DiNA Diary’ and ‘The Computer Corner,’ so I am sure there will be something of 

interest for everyone in this edition of our magazine.  

The next Footsteps is due in November 2019 and because it is close to the Christmas season, 

perhaps it would be interesting to hear your stories about how you and your family used to 

celebrate, and/or still do celebrate Christmas – Do you follow your ancestors’ traditions?  Do 

you know how they celebrated? Who always came to Christmas Lunch or Dinner?  Did they, 

and do you, follow the same routine - up early to open the presents, meet the family at 

Church, take a salad to the beach, have a barbecue, or the traditional hot meal, even on the 

hottest of days?  Do you always have special treats?  And did your grandparent, and their 

parents always have those treats? Is there any special activity, such as making cakes or 

puddings with family members (and perhaps including grandma’s’ threepences’ in the 

puddings)?  

If you don’t celebrate at Christmas time, can you tell us about celebrations that you and your 

family have at other times throughout the year – it is always interesting to learn about others’ 

beliefs and customs as this helps us to better accept and appreciate the diversity within our 

community.  

mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/
http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/register.html
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I have also heard that several of our members have had great success in finding information 

and relatives after receiving their DNA results.  It would be so interesting if you would share 

some of these stories with all our members in our next publication as well.   

I will look forward to receiving your articles, on any topics, at any time.  

SURVIVOR OF A HELL SHIP 

Terry Browne 

Ann White was one of the 78 convict women who came out on what became known as the 

‘hell ship’, The Neptune. Ann was a convict having stolen printed cotton valued at 8 

shillings. She and her partner in crime, Sarah Woolley were sentenced to transportation. 

Their voyage was long and harrowing and conditions on board were extreme. 

 

Even before leaving England many sailors deserted the ship and this continued at the ports of 

call along the voyage. Many sailors could not bear to witness the extremely bad conditions 

for all on board. 

 

There were 400 male convicts crammed on the third deck in a space only 75ft long x 35ft 

wide…. and it was low beneath the beams. The 78 women convicts would have had similar 

quarters. Most convicts were chained, five or six together and their rations were so meagre 

that if one of their fellow chained mates died, they did not report it until the smell of rotting 

flesh was too much. This way they could claim his ration to supplement their own. 

Additional convicts were brought on board at Cape Town from a wrecked supply ship. It 

may have only been 12 extra people but that added to the crowding below decks. 

 

Ann and her fellow convicts would not have realised how extreme things were - the 

appalling conditions; cruelty to convicts, often flogged to death or left to die; rations pitiful. 

They may have believed that this was normal for transportation ships. The women were 

regularly visited by the crew and some made liaisons that may have helped them survive. 

Whether Anne or Sarah did so is unknown.  

 

Both women survived the long and horrendous voyage. The Neptune left England on 19 

January 1790, together with the Surprize and the Scarborough and it was not until the 

evening of 28
th
 June that year that the Neptune together with Scarborough arrived off Garden 

Island in Port Jackson. Those who had survived this journey were taken ashore the following 

morning. Various contemporary accounts state that there were only 42 people who managed 

to leave the ship unsupported
1
. Most convicts were carried off and rowed ashore, and even 

then, people died before they landed. They were placed in adjacent huts and 30 or more tents 

were erected near as a makeshift hospital. It was an horrific scene as people were so 

debilitated and many did not survive for very long. A figure has been recorded that eight out 

of ten people died at Sydney Cove.
2
 Almost 500 people began the voyage, 178 convicts 

died
3
, 11 being women, and on arrival over 296 convicts were sick with scurvy, dysentery 

and infectious diseases. 

 

How healthy Ann was when she landed is unsure, but shortly after her arrival, she began a 

relationship with a sailor, John Scott. He had arrived on the Sirius. They had a daughter in 

July 1791 but she did not survive for more than two months. Scott was discharged from the 
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Navy and together, he and Ann sailed to Norfolk Island in November 1791 where he planned 

to be a settler. He had been with the Sirius when it was wrecked at Norfolk Island in 1790.  

 

Ann’s life changed when John deserted her, leaving the island in 1795 to sail to Asia. She 

became the partner to another convict, Kennedy Murray and they had two children born in 

1799 and 1802 respectively. Murray deserted Ann also after being with her for four years, 

and as a free man he moved to Penrith. Before long she became the partner to Richard Sydes 

who was still serving his 14-year sentence, and they had a daughter Mary Ann in 1804 on 

Norfolk Island. Ann now had Kennedy, Elizabeth and Mary Ann. Over the next few years 

she and Richard had three more children and the family travelled on board the Lady Nelson 

to Van Diemen’s Land in 1813. Her last child was born in Tasmania in 1815.  

 

The family lived in the northern part of the island. Ann’s life appears to have become stable. 

Richard was the superintendent of government blacksmiths at George Town between 1814 

and 1816. The couple married at St John's Church in Launceston on 14 March 1814. Then 

they finally settled in an area called Norfolk Plains, as many convicts from Norfolk Island 

settled there after being transported to Van Diemen’s Land when the Norfolk Island 

settlement failed. (Norfolk Plains is now known as Longford.) 

 

Ann’s eldest daughter Elizabeth Murray was injured in 

a fire and a report in Hobart paper
4
 in late 1817 

mentions that “Ann is very sick and with Elizabeth 

injured she will miss her assistance in the home”. 

Elizabeth recovered and married James Lucas in 1819. 

Her brother Kennedy also married Sarah MacQueen 

that year. Ann saw her first two children marry and may 

have even experienced the joy of a grandchild. 

 

She died the following year in December. She was only 

49. Ann had experienced a hard life: she had been 

convicted of theft; sent far from her homeland; survived 

her time on the hell ship Neptune and had been deserted 

by men. She found a better man in Richard Sydes. I 

believe Ann would have felt she had offered her children the opportunity for a good life in 

Van Diemen’s Land.

                                           
1
 Finns Leinster Journal 1771 - 1828 Saturday January 14 1792 Irish Newspaper Archive and Including a report to English 

Parliament using the Neptune as an example Sir Charles Bunbury's Resolutions respecting Convicts for Transportation 1793, 

Parliamentary History of England) 
2
 In the report above. 

3
 Belfast Newsletter 15th November 1791 has an account stating ‘They died in great numbers every day; and before 

the arrival of the ship at Botany Bay, one hundred and seventy one were thrown overboard.’  
4
 Hobart Town Gazette 4 October 1817. 

 

RODGER CORSER – ‘WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?’ SBS TELEVISION 

PROGRAM JUNE 18, 2019 

Kay Browne 

 
Three-decker Indiaman, The Neptune. 

https://tinyurl.com/ycn88gy7
https://tinyurl.com/ycn88gy7
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Recently we watched with curiosity this SBS program regarding actor Rodger Corser 

researching his family’s history. We knew he was connected to my husband, Terry’s, 

Murray family [mentioned in the story above] and so we wondered what they would show.  

 

Rodger was from Elizabeth Murray and Terry was from her older brother Kennedy 

Murray. Elizabeth Murray married James Lucas, the son of Nathaniel Lucas who built the 

first windmill beside the Tank Stream in Sydney. They were quite an interesting family. The 

researchers skipped Elizabeth and followed her father Kennedy Murray senior – a far more 

interesting character especially for television viewing. Kennedy’s parentage has always been 

a major problem to all his researchers. He was most likely illegitimate. The program offered 

some parentage, but nothing was definite. The names have come up before, for us as well. 

 

Kennedy was a convict and came to Australia in 1791. His trial was discussed, and it was 

suggested that he was a ‘street kid’. They revealed that he had asked for transportation to 

Australia. It seems highly unlikely to me that if he was ‘on the streets’, a ‘disowned child’, 

that the court would have taken any notice of his request.  However, we do have information 

that his transportation was at the request of a person in authority, possibly a ‘family 

connection’. 

 

Kennedy was sent to Norfolk Island and had the two children
1
 mentioned earlier, Elizabeth 

and Kennedy Jnr, to another convict Ann White. His sentence finished while he was there 

and he took the opportunity to return to Sydney, but he went on his own. He left the two 

young children with their mother in about 1805. Ann had had a liaison prior to Kennedy and 

soon after he left, she joined up with Richard Sydes/Sides. 

 

Kennedy married another Ann (Parker) and had children with her in Pitt Town. Ann was 

placed in the lunatic asylum
2
 and one of their sons was also placed in an asylum, with a 

similar problem. Kennedy then succeeded in having the children taken into an orphanage by 

lying that their mother, Ann had died. Later we find he is with a third Ann
3
 (Haynes/Haines) 

and in Pittwater with a son, John. 

 

The programme portrayed him as a bit of a scoundrel and as someone who did not take on 

his responsibilities. This may have been correct, and yet being a man on his own with young 

children he would probably have found it extremely difficult to cope with his own day to day 

activities. However, we know that he was fined for some misdemeanours, so he was not quite 

the gentleman that he sought to portray in his later life.  

 

The SBS program then took Rodger Corser to Evandale in Tasmania and to ‘Prosperous 

House’, now known as ‘Fallgrove’. This was the home of Kennedy’s son Kennedy jnr. and 

his father moved there possibly in the late 1830s. He was there before 1844 as a local paper 

identifies his son by adding ‘Junr.’ He lived there until he died in 1853 at the age of 89. 

 

It was wonderful to see this episode and to know that our own research over the years was 

correct. We saw the story of a man who was, as my daughter said, “a bit of an old coot” - a 

deserter of his wives and his children. If you watched it, I hope you also enjoyed it.  
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The outcome of ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ has left us with a major question: how did he 

Kennedy Murray, ever find his son, Kennedy jnr. whom he had left behind in Norfolk Island 

in 1805?  

                                           
1
 Kennedy was born in 1799 and Elizabeth in 1802. 

2
 It is believed that she may have suffered with epilepsy 

3
 Ann Haynes/Haines was his housekeeper                                

(An article about Kennedy Murray Jnr & ‘Prosperous’ will be included in a future Footsteps - Ed.) 

THE MCPHERSON FAMILY – VICTIMS OF THE SCOTTISH ‘HIGHLAND 

CLEARANCES’ 

Jennifer Mullin 

Leaving Scotland’s Isle of Skye with his family must have caused extreme anguish for 

Malcolm McPherson and his wife Catherine McLean.  

 

The conflict that changed their lives and the lives of their descendants forever, was not of 

their making – unless having children could be labelled as increasing the population and 

therefore, they were at fault. Malcolm had eight (8) children with his first wife Marion 

Martin. Within a year of Marion’s death Malcolm married Catherine, a widow with a four-

year-old daughter-Anne McSween. Then they had five (5) children of their own before they 

were evicted/cleared from their croft of two acres in late 1852. Croft work was hard and back 

breaking, yet it still yielded them a subsistence living. Now the Highland and Island 

Emigration Society (HIES) classed them as a “very destitute family, but a good one for 

Australia”.  

 

Economic changes within Scotland and the wider world caused upheaval in the Highlands 

and Islands of Scotland. Added to that, the potato blight hit Scotland in 1846. To alleviate 

their financial strain, Landlords, such as Lord Macdonald, began to ‘clear’ their estates of 

the crofters and farmers. The idea was to evict the crofters with their small sheep runs and 

open up the land so the landlords could run sheep in order to increase their income and 

reduce their obligations and costs. 

 

The HIES was established to set  guidelines and oversee the emigration of people like 

Malcolm and Catherine. The HIE Society provided them with appropriate clothing and the 

Society, along with the landlords, paid the transport costs to Australia. But the emigrants had 

to repay their passage – a total of 42 pounds 12 shillings for Malcolm, Catherine and the 

family. The cost of travelling on the Hercules was reduced by half because Hercules was a 

naval ship. 

 

Both Malcolm and Catherine stated they were 49 years old. Their 12 children aged between 

28 and 4 were desirable to the new colony.  Anne, their oldest daughter had just married 

David Johnston.  The guidelines stated that families were to be kept together, but as fate had 

it, this did not happen.  

 

The whole journey was not a smooth one. The Hercules was originally meant to embark the 

families at Portree, a walking distance of 29 miles from their croft on the Isle of Skye. But 
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the families were sent by steamer from Portree to Campbeltown, Argyllshire where they 

boarded the ship.  

 

Soon after they embarked, Hercules had to seek shelter for almost a week at Rothesay 

because of an horrific storm. Next, outbreaks of typhus and smallpox were recorded on 

board. The ship, being a naval vessel, sought refuge in Cork Harbour at the naval island of 

Haulbowline in Southern Ireland. Altogether, 56 people died. The doctor, matron and two of 

Malcolm’s family were amongst that number. David Johnston died on 1
st
 April and 

Catherine, the 16-year-old daughter of Malcolm McPherson and his first wife Marion, died 

on 18
th

 April 1853.  

 

After a three-month quarantine period in Haulbowline Island, Cork Harbour, the family were 

separated onto four ships.   

 

Five stayed on Hercules which left Queenstown (Cork), Ireland, on and 14
th
 April and 

arrived in Melbourne on 26 July 1853. Hercules stopped in Adelaide, so I am not sure why 

the family – John 28, Allan 18, Mary 14 & Anne Johnston 24 (nee McPherson, now a 

widow) went on to Melbourne.  

 

Anne McSween, the stepdaughter of Malcolm McPherson left Plymouth, England, on the 

Olivia on 30
th

 July and arrived in Adelaide on 14
th

 November 1853.  

 

Malcolm, Catherine and the four younger children were moved to the Epaminondas, which 

sailed from Southampton, England, on 29
th
 August and they spent 119 days at sea – arriving 

in Adelaide on 24
th
 December 1853, a year after they left the Isle of Skye. My Great-great 

grandmother, Christy, aged nine, was one of the young ones. 

 

Daughter Marion, who was only 16, was put onto the David Malcolm, which left Plymouth, 

on 21
st
 September and arrived in Adelaide on 4

th
 January 1854.  

 

In effect the family of Malcolm and Catherine McPherson were separated, but eventually re-

united. How they did this is still a mystery … at the moment (July 2019). 

 

 

TEN POUND POMS 

Diane Gillespie 

With the War over, the fighting done, and the soldiers, sailors and airmen returned to their 

loved ones, thoughts of these men and women turned to homes and families. All 

manufacturing, industry, and building was slowly returning from war production and 

armaments, to more domestic matters such as materials for homes, and for the construction 

and restoration of public buildings. 

 

Jim Gillespie and Maisie Robbins renewed their courtship in 1946 after Jim was discharged 

from the navy. He found a job as a fireman on the railways and their marriage in April 1947 

brought to a head the need for a home of their own.  
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The only accommodation available for the young couple was in the spare room of an 

established home which was no way to begin their married life. A solitary room upstairs was 

soon going to be very inadequate, as Maisie found herself pregnant within three months of 

the marriage. 

 

They approached the local council for a council house, but the list was long, with larger 

families with children receiving priority over couples and single people. 

 

A meeting in Edinburgh with a guest speaker from far-away Australia, the recently appointed 

Immigration Minister, Arthur Caldwell
1
, from Ben Chifley’s Post War Cabinet, caught their 

eye and the discussion turned to the possibility of obtaining a sponsor so they could emigrate 

to Australia.  

Caldwell (later The Right Honourable Arthur Caldwell KCSG) 

emphasised the need for able-bodied, skilled men to build the 

future of a rapidly growing nation and his visit to Edinburgh 

excited both Jim and Maisie with possibilities. 

 

A sponsor was the key to this next phase of their lives and one 

quickly came to mind in Maisie’s uncle, Pat Steele, who had 

ventured forth before the war with his bride and was happily 

living in the country outside the city of Sydney. 

 

Paperwork, forms, and referrals had to be compiled, and they had 

to have medicals to obtain clearance for travel. 

 

Jim and Maisie met all the qualifications and their names were placed on a list for the next 

available ship to the land ‘down under’. They were told the queue was long and they would 

be notified when a place for them had become available. Two weeks or two months – they 

had no idea how long the wait was going to be. Maisie spent her pregnancy, not only 

anticipating the birth of her eagerly awaited baby, but also accumulating, sorting and then 

discarding items, in order to squeeze them into the two small trunks that they had purchased 

to transport all the belongings they were taking on this adventure. 

 

Gordon arrived safely in late April 1948 and their attentions shifted to caring for a new infant 

in their cramped living conditions. Their room was at the top of the staircase, but Gordon’s 

new pram took up space below the stairs, with the bikes, coats, wellies and assorted shoes 

that were stored there. 

 

In July 1948, THE letter arrived. 

The Gillespies were to travel on the 

Empire Brent,
2
 leaving Greenock on 

6 October 1948 to travel to Sydney 

NSW. 

 

Excitement mingled with sadness 

and trepidation as they made their 

way to the docks. There were family 

Photo of the Empire Brent by Unknown Author 

www.shipspotting.com/gallery/photo.php?lid=2109714 

Arthur Caldwell, Australian 

Minister for Immigration 

1945-1949 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Letitia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Letitia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Letitia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Letitia
http://www.shipspotting.com/gallery/photo.php?lid=2109714
http://www.shipspotting.com/gallery/photo.php?lid=2109714
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The Gillespie Family on arrival in Sydney in 1948.  Left to right, Jim and Maisie 

Gillespie with Uncle Pat Steele and his daughter Margaret holding Gordon Gillespie. 

members from both sides lining the docks and Jim’s dad, William, looked bewildered and 

forlorn as he said farewell to his youngest son. Family members from both sides waved as 

the ship slowly slipped away from the docks.  

 

Accommodation on the converted troop ship was in segregated quarters with the males 

occupying cabins down ‘in the bowels’ of the ship while the women and children were in 

more salubrious quarters above the water line. Women were placed in cabins of four with 

their infants and smaller children. Maisie spent most of her time on deck with Gordon’s 

cumbersome pram where she could meet with Jim during the days. 

 

The weather rapidly warmed up as they sailed further south. The ship headed from Britain 

and negotiated the Mediterranean, arriving at the mouth of the Suez Canal not many days 

later. Maisie was fascinated by the sights and smells of the ports along the way.  

 

The confines of the Canal were soon replaced with the expanse of the Indian Ocean where 

there was only water. It was a very different view from the deck. Wind and water for more 

than three weeks before land once again came into sight. 

 

Fremantle was the next port of call and the family regained their land legs as they explored 

the area around the dock, albeit briefly. Jim could not believe his eyes at the things that were 

freely available for sale, such as the blocks of chocolate which they purchased without a 

ration card in sight! Uncle Pat and his daughter, Margaret met them in Sydney. They loaded 

Jim, Maisie and Gordon into the car that they had borrowed to take them to their small home 

in Riverstone. The trunks and Gordon’s pram were transported on another trip … and so the 

Gillespie family began their new life in Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           
 

1 

 Graham Freudenberg, 'Caldwell, Arthur Augustus (1896–1973)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, 

National Centre of Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/calwell-

arthur-augustus-9667/text17059, published first in hardcopy 1993, accessed online 2 June 2019. 
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Farmer, Kerry, Arrivals in Australia from 1788, published in Australia by Unlock the Past, 

2015.  (Port Macquarie Library Reference: IMM Aus)  

Beidler, James M. The Family Tree Historical Atlas of Germany, published by Family Tree 

Books, Cincinatti, Ohio, USA (New addition to the Family History Resource Room) 

Paton, Chris, Tracing Your Family History on the Internet, published by Pen & Sword 

Family History, South Yorkshire England, 2011. (Library Reference: ENG GUI Web)

THE HISTORY BEHIND NO. 2 TABLE STREET, PORT MACQUARIE 

Rex Toomey 

The word ‘History’ in the title of this article could well have been ‘Mystery’. Only having a 

street address of an early 20
th

 Century cottage is often not enough to know its actual history. 

However, since recognising the house at this address is a wonderful example of Australian 

building and design excellence, the challenge was there to discover the story of its past 

owners and occupiers. Finally, once the people associated with it were revealed, the building 

changes from being just ‘a house’, to become ‘a home’. 

La

nd 

ow

ner

shi

p 

wa

s 

the

ref

ore 

the 

sta

rti

ng 

poi

nt of the quest. From the NSW Land Registry Services (NSWLRS) website, the address of ‘2 

Table Street Port Macquarie’ was entered into its ‘Free online searches’ option. From there, 

it took just a few more searches on the 

website to travel back to the original 

land grant. The property (Volume 2126 

Folio 88, Allotment 9, Section 1, 2 

roods 15½ perches or 0.24 hectares) 

was originally part of a suburban 

Crown Lands sale by public auction on 

27
th
 July 1910. It was purchased by 

Miss Mary Warlters, spinster, of Port 

Macquarie for £16/10/- 

 

 
2 Table Street Port Macquarie - Offered for sale in 2015. Photo: Yvonne Toomey 

Abbreviated copy of the original Grant of Land.  

NSWLRS 2126-88 
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Mary Walters was the daughter of Jeremiah Warlters who had arrived in Hobart in 1825 

per the Hope, and then sailed to Sydney the same year on the City of Edinburgh. Jeremiah 

made his way to Port Macquarie where he married Jane Rebecca Stewart at St Thomas 

Church Port Macquarie on 15
th
 June 1831. Mary was Jeremiah’s seventh child of eight 

daughters from a total of ten children. Mary never married and was aged 60 when she 

purchased the Table Street property. 

Two years after the property was purchased, Mary arranged for a house to be erected upon it 

by her brother-in-law, Anders Wilhelm Gustafson. He was the husband of Mary’s younger 

sister, Margaret, and was Jeremiah’s youngest child. Anders was aged 56 at the time and was 

a highly regarded builder in the area. The local newspaper stated, “Mr. W. Gustafson has just 

completed for Miss Warlters a fine new house in West Port Macquarie”.  It concluded with 

“It is pleasing to note that our present-day builders have evolved new types more in 

accordance with existing conditions.” 

With a new house on the newly purchased block 

of land, tenants were soon found to occupy the 

house. These were a married couple, John and 

Eunice Campbell who had come to Port 

Macquarie from Kempsey for the sake of John’s 

health. John Campbell was highly regarded on 

the Mid North Coast as an expert cattle man and 

stock auctioneer. He was also the senior partner 

behind the auctioneer firm John Campbell & Son 

and his move to Port Macquarie foreshadowed 

the opening of a local branch. Sadly, just shortly 

after they moved into their new home John 

passed away on 8
th

 March 1913 aged 61. John 

had a connection with Port Macquarie with his 

parents coming to the ‘Sixty Acre’ property at 

Rollands Plains in the 1870s. A year later, Annie 

Campbell, their elder daughter was married to 

Findlay John Lawson in the house at 2 Table 

Street. 

 

Eunice Campbell lived in the house for the next nine years until Mary Warlters sold the 

house and property to Thomas Henry Elford, a farmer from Port Macquarie. After leaving 2 

Table Street, Eunice Campbell moved to William Street where she resided with her elder 

(unmarried) daughter Mabel.  Eunice passed away aged 85, on 27
th

 February 1940 in Port 

Macquarie. She was born in Port Macquarie in 1855 and was the daughter of another early 

Port Macquarie settler, Captain Charles Steel. 

 

On 10
th
 February 1922, the property was transferred from Mary Warlters to Thomas Elford. 

This ended her connection with the property, although Mary owned several other properties 

around Port Macquarie. Mary later moved to Sydney and was 87 years when she passed 

away at Wahroonga on 26
th

 June 1938. 

 

Thomas Henry Elford was the first owner to reside at 2 Table Street. He had come to the 

Hastings district with his parents when aged six and married twice. Firstly, to Alice 

 
Port Macquarie News. 15

th
 February 1913, p4b 
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Farrawell and then Mary Ann ‘Annie’ Kean and was the father of ten children. He had 

farmed at Maria River and The Hatch and built up a fine herd of Jersey cattle. He retired to 

Table Street with his second wife Annie and whilst living there served for nine years as an 

alderman. He passed away aged 73 years on 29
th

 April 1936.  

 

The executors of the estate of Thomas Henry Elford were his two sons, William Henry 

Elford, of Kempsey, and Sydney Edward Llewellen Elford, of Maria River. They arranged 

for the title of the property to be transferred into their joint names on 28
th
 October 1937. In 

the will, the property is referred to as ‘Ocean View’ [sic] and it specified Annie was to live 

there for the remainder of her life. She resided at Table Street until around 1943 when her 

health started to fail. She then moved to The Hatch with her son Sydney Elford and passed 

away aged 65 on 15
th
 June 1945 in Port Macquarie. 

 

After Annie Elford moved from the Table Street property, the two executors of Thomas 

Elford’s estate, William and Sydney Elford, arranged for the land, house and its contents to 

be sold by Public Auction on 8
th
 December 1943. The property was purchased by Raymond 

Sutherland, of Port Macquarie, a timber worker, for £750 ($1,500) and the title transferred 

to him on 24
th
 March 1944. 

 

The new owner of Table Street, Raymond Sutherland, had lived in the Hastings District for 

many years. After his marriage to Hannah Rebecca Hoare at Gosford in 1915, the family 

with five children moved to Wauchope in the early 1920s. Ray was employed in the local 

timber industry for most of his life. In 1927 he was advertising to “…supply the best 

firewood for 10/- per lorry load…” and by 1935 he was the owner of a sawmill, the Hornsby 

Sawmill. Tragedy struck the family in November 1939, when their eldest son Raymond 

Roderick Sutherland, aged 22, drowned in the local river baths at Wauchope.  

 

Four years after Raymond Sutherland 

purchased Table Street property and 

moved in, he arranged for it to be 

subdivided. This resulted in a new 

Certificate of Title (Vol 5926 Folio 216) 

being issued on 4
th

 February 1949. The 

western portion of the land was sold to 

William and Helen Branch of Port 

Macquarie and later became a well-

known plant nursery at 4 Table Street. 

Raymond lived in the Table Street by 

himself with a live-in housekeeper, 

Mary Ann Lyden, until his death in 

1966. His wife Hannah lived in Sydney 

with her son and daughter-in-law James 

and Betty Sutherland until her death in 

1975.  

 

Following the death of Raymond Sutherland, the executors of his estate, James Thomas 

Sutherland (his son) and Keith Dennis Simmons, sold the property to Roy Newman Hollis. 

Abbreviated copy of the Certificate of Title. NSWLRS 2126-

88 
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2 Table Street Port Macquarie in 2019 Photo: Yvonne Toomey 

Research of the NSWLRS records from the early-1960s is generally not available to 

members of the public and may only be undertaken through ‘Approved Information 

Brokers’. Therefore, reliance has been made on ancillary records, such as electoral rolls and 

newspaper files to bring the property ownership up to the present day. 

 

The Hollis family have lived in the Hastings Valley since the mid-1840s, when Newman 

Hollis brought his family here from Buckinghamshire in England as free settlers. Roy 

Newman Hollis was the grandson of Newman Hollis, and Roy married Linda Jane Beaton 

(nee Jackson) at Newcastle in 1951. Roy and Linda Hollis resided at the Table Street 

property for ten years following their retirement from farming and grazing in the 

Ellenborough district on their property ‘Arizona’. For the first few years at Table Street, 

Linda, who was a qualified nursing sister, conducted a Chiropodist Surgery on the premises. 

Roy passed away in September 1972 and Linda died in a car accident near Taree three years 

later in January 1976 on her way to Newcastle. Linda’s son Jack Jackson Beaton was the 

executor of the estate and arranged for the entire contents of the cottage to be sold at auction 

on 14
th
 February 1976. In July the same year, the executors arranged for the cottage and land 

to be sold. Initially, the price was $30,000 but in August the price had been reduced to 

$25,000, “Priced for immediate sale”. 

 

The records now indicated the buyers of the Table Street property were David and Dianne 

Edgerley. This comes from the evidence of Electoral Rolls and a building application in 

1977 to Port Macquarie Council for the erection of weatherboard garage and store on the 

property. In their early years at Table Street, David was involved in Operation Noah to raise 

funds for the National Parks and Wildlife Foundation. Both David and Dianne also 

conducted a very successful swimwear business with their trademark Soft Edges factory at 

Bellbowrie Park and from 1978, a retail outlet in Clarence Street called Seabird Boutique?. 

After 38 years, the business was sold to a swimwear company based on the Gold Coast in 

2016. 

 

In August 1999, the property was sold to Colin Platt. Over the next several years, Colin 

undertook considerable work on the house. This involved the addition of a new timber deck, 

bedroom and open plan lounge and kitchen area, situated over a three-car lockup garage 

accessed internally via stairs. When Colin offered the house for auction in March 2015, it 

was nominated ‘House of the Week’. John and Kay Radditz were the successful buyers in 

2015 and are the current owners. They have fond memories of the house from when they 

were growing up in Port Macquarie and are proud to be the current custodians of this unique 

part of Port Macquarie’s 

history. 
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[There were 46 sources used in this research. These came from NSW Land Record Services, Port Macquarie 

News, Macleay Argus, Port Macquarie Council Rates and Valuations, NSW Government Gazette, NSW 

Electoral Rolls and NSW Will Books. Full details of all sources are available upon request. The Land 

Record images used in this article were reproduced with the permission of the Office of the Registrar 

General, a unit of the Department of Customer Service.] 

THE THE DINA DIARY – NO 10 

                                    Using Genetics for Genealogy 

Ken Hunt 

Direct to the public DNA testing companies offer a few different services.  

Some, like ‘23andMe’, offer health reports by analysing our DNA for genetic variants 

associated with an increased risk of developing certain health conditions, such as Late-Onset 

Alzheimer's disease or Parkinson's disease, although this service is currently not available 

through ‘23andMe’ in Australia
1
. Others push the idea of showing us our ethnicity – or 

where they think that we came from. You will notice that ethnicity reports are used for 

advertising DNA test kits to the public. The third reason offered by the companies is to find 

our ancestors – those relatives who are linked to us genetically. As genealogists, this is 

probably the most useful reason to test.   

 

All of the major testing companies offer an ancestor testing service. With the exception of 

one of the major companies – FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA) – they only test our autosomal 

DNA (atDNA) which is able to find our relatives up to 6 or so generations back. I will 

discuss more about atDNA later in this article. 

 

The first question to ask is with which company to test? In my opinion, there is only one at 

this time and that is AncestryDNA. The reasons for this are that Ancestry has by far the 

largest database with over 15 million tested. Also, it does not permit other testing companies 

to upload their raw DNA into its databank. 

 

We usually buy our testing kit over the internet by visiting their web page. Within a few days 

the kit will be delivered to your door. Depending on the company you choose, you provide 

your DNA by either spitting into a tube or swabbing the insides of your cheeks with a small 

brush. Carefully record the kit number provided and place your sample in the addressed 

envelope and post. 

 

When you have returned your test to the laboratory for analysis, you may have to wait a few 

weeks for the results to come back. While waiting, there are a few things you may wish to 

do.  

First of all ensure that you have your genealogy in order – organise your family files; identify 

which branches you perceive as ‘brick walls’; maybe even make a list of surnames and 

locations from your family tree. Next, let your family members know that you have taken a 

DNA test. This may give them a chance to offer you some ‘information’ about the family of 
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which you may have been unaware. At the same time, talk to older relatives and also sound 

them out to see if they are prepared to take a test. It is best to test the oldest members of your 

family first for reasons I will delve into later. Has any other member of your family done a 

test? If so, discuss their results and expectations with them. 

 

While on the subject of building your family tree, make sure that you make it as broad as 

possible – a lot of your matches will be 4
th
, 5

th
 or 6

th
 cousins or maybe even more distant – to 

catch the descendants of the siblings of your many-times great grandparent. If you haven’t 

already done so, start building a family tree with an on-line genealogy website such as 

Ancestry, FindmyPast or MyHeritage – most sites allow you to build a tree without having to 

subscribe. The benefits of this include being able to share your information with family 

members and matches, as well as receiving hints about available records. Building an on-line 

tree lets you attach your DNA to your account which provides extra functions such as 

locating shared ancestors. 

 

There are thousands of blogs and videos on the internet to tell you all about atDNA. My 

advice is to look at as many of these as you can to inform yourself about DNA testing. The 

more you read, the better you will understand your results when they come back. 

 

You might also want to examine the reasons why you tested.   
 Is it to find relatives? DNA testing will do this in spades – on Ancestry I have over 40,000 matches 

ranging from a brother right through to 8th or distant cousins. 

 Did you test to break down a “brick wall”? To do this it is best to test as many of your relatives from 

as many branches of your tree as possible. In this way you may be able to sort the matches to the 

maternal and paternal sides of your family or even better, to find matches that come to you through 

an individual grandparent or great grandparent. 

 Do you want to leave a legacy to your descendants? This is a chance for us to leave the gift of DNA to 

a future family genealogist. I mentioned earlier that it is best to test the oldest family members first 

and there are practical reasons for doing this. Autosomal DNA is passed down from our parents to us 

in a rough proportion of 50% from each. They in turn received DNA from their parents, giving us 

approximately 25% DNA from each of our four grandparents. In the same way we receive about 

12½% from our 8 great grandparents and half that again from our 16 2xG grandparents. As you can 

guess the further back in time the less DNA we receive from our ancestors until between at 6 to 8 

generations we receive almost none. So, if we can get a test from at least one generation back – a 

Generation Relationship 
% DNA 

Shared 

1 Self 100% 

2 Parent x 2 50% each 

3 Grandparent x 4 25% each 

4 Great Grandparent x 8 12.5% each 

5 
2x Great Grandparent x 

16 
6.25% each 

6 
3x Great Grandparent x 

32 
About 3% each 

7 
4x Great Grandparent x 

64 
1.5% each 

8 
3x Great Grandparent x 

128 
< 1% each 

Table above shows on average, after about 6 generations the amount of shared 
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parent or if we are lucky a grandparent, or even an aunt or uncle – then that pushes the test out 

further for us. 

 
 Is your Family Tree accurate? A DNA test may help you “prove” that your tree is accurate by 

eliminating or confirming whether an individual or even a complete branch should be part of your 

family. 

Once you have received your results, you will notice that there will be a number of 

“matches” to you. What exactly does this mean and what can be done with them? Below we 

have a sample of my matches from a test done through AncestryDNA. The information 

provided may seem a little daunting at first, but further inspection shows that it provides us 

with a lot of data. 

            
Starting from the left column, the small dots (coloured blue on your matches page) indicate 

that the match is a new one. This dot will disappear once you have looked at it. The circular 

icons (blue or pink) indicate that the match is either male or female – note that the bottom 

match has used her own photo. Next is the name of the match – sometimes this may be a 

User Name which provides us with little or no information about who the person may be.  

 

The next column gives us Ancestry’s estimation of the relationship between the match and 

ourselves, this is based on the number of centiMorgans (cM) of DNA that the match shares 

with us. In simple terms, the larger the cM, the closer the match is to us. So, as you can see 

from the first match, Phil is my brother and we share a very large amount of cMs – 2,640 in 

total. This can be compared to the estimated 3
rd

 - 4
th

 cousins who share between 188 and 137 

cM with me. Despite Ancestry estimating our relationships, it is only through trying to locate 

our Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) that we can hope to identify the true 

relationship between the match and ourselves. For example, in this list Chris and Derrick are 

siblings and through conventional genealogy (comparing our family trees) it seems we share 

a Great Grandmother who married twice. I descend from one husband and Chris and Derrick 
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from the other. So, they are really half second cousins to me. As for Jan with the photo down 

at the bottom of the list, I have identified her as a 2
nd

 cousin once removed. 

 

Our parents give us 23 Chromosomes each (23 pairs). Two of those chromosomes determine 

our sex – XX for females and XY for males – and the other 22 pairs provide us with the 

manual of life, determining things like our eye and hair colour, height, personality traits, 

longevity, health etc. When we look at the amount of cM we share in the list above, we are 

also provided with a figure (segment) of how many bits of chromosome we share over those 

22 pairs (unfortunately Ancestry does not tell us which chromosomes contain those 

segments). So, despite them being siblings, I share more cMs and more segments with Chris 

than I do with her brother (188cM across 12 segments as against 143 across 8). This is a 

strong reason to test as many members of the family as possible as non-identical siblings will 

have matches that the other does not have due to the mixture of cM passed to us by our 

parents from our ancestors. 

 

The third column informs us whether the match has a tree (either linked to their DNA, 

unlinked, a private tree or none). A linked tree is shown by the number of persons in that 

tree.  

The term “Common Ancestor” indicates that we share at least one person in each of our 

trees. This only shows for people who have linked their DNA to themselves in their family 

tree. 

 

The final column provides us with coloured dots and notes. The notes let us write something 

about each of our matches whereas the available 24 coloured dots let us create 24 custom 

groups. I use a different coloured dot to determine whether the match is on my maternal or 

paternal side, whether I have managed to place the cousin in my tree and lots more. 

 

The Groups and Filter drop-down menus let us search on our coloured dots, particular groups 

e.g. 4-6
th

 cousins, close or distant matches and much more.  The Filters menu lets us search 

for our Common Ancestors, new matches, those I have sent messages to, those with notes 

and whether or not they have trees. 

 

So you see that there is a lot of information we can gain from testing our DNA.  For more 

information, don’t forget that our Society’s DNA Support group meets on the 4
th

 Monday 

each month from February to November in the Meeting Room at Port Macquarie Library. 

                                           
1
 https://int.customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/217696258-Will-I-receive-health-reports- 

 

 

NOT MY BRICK WALL ... BUT BROKEN DOWN THROUGH DNA TESTING 

Sue Brindley 

My daughter Caitlin had her DNA done with Ancestry. She wanted to find out her ethnicity, 

as she was often told she looked Spanish, and I had told her we had no Spanish ancestors. 

Once she got her results and discovered I was right, she agreed that I could manage her 

Ancestry DNA profile. I wasn’t sure where to go from there.  

 

https://int.customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/217696258-Will-I-receive-health-reports-
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I began to get a few enquiries from Ancestry DNA matches. One such enquiry came from 

‘Susan’ who was attempting to locate her maternal great grandfather. Caitlin was a possible 

cousin. 

 

After checking Susan’s surname list there was no match. This meant it was probably that 

elusive great grandfather that was missing. So, she provided me with more information. Her 

grandfather was born in Ballarat, Victoria in 1883. This meant we were looking for a male 

who could have been in Ballarat at that time. She noted she had been conversing with 

another possible cousin – ‘JP’.  Together they had established one of JP's ancestors, David 

Paterson, was in Victoria at that time and could possibly have been in Ballarat. 

 

David Paterson was also my ancestor, but he was in Melbourne with his wife and three (3) 

children at the time. However, I did have an ancestor born in Ballarat in 1864 -Arthur 

Strickland. Arthur married in Sydney in 1887 and had three (3) daughters, he returned to his 

family in Ballarat by himself, and died there in 1892. Louisa Strickland, one of his 

daughters, married Robert Paterson who was David Paterson's son. Susan wondered if 

David could still have been her great grandfather. Could he have travelled to Ballarat before 

moving to Sydney with his family? Could he have had a relationship with Sarah Foster of 

Ballarat, the mother of Arthur Foster, her grandfather. 

 

I thought it more likely we were related through Arthur Strickland. He was 19 in 1883 and 

quite likely, still living in Ballarat with his parents (Nathaniel Strickland c.1834-1895 & 

Louisa Cornish nee Peeke c.1825-1903) and brother Frederick (1862-1900). He didn't marry 

in Sydney till 1887, four years after Arthur Foster was born. Could her great grandfather 

have been Arthur or his brother Frederick? Could her grandfather, Arthur have been named 

for his "father", Arthur Strickland? 

 

We agreed this was more likely but still there was no proof. 

 

Susan went back to looking through DNA matches. She 

found another lady with an ‘Extremely High’ match who 

had an ancestor in Ballarat around 1883. Her ancestor, John 

Roberts married Emma Cornish. EUREKA! Emma's 

mother, Louisa Cornish nee Peeke (father Richard 

Cornish), was also the mother of Arthur Strickland with 

her second husband Nathaniel Strickland. So the common 

link DNA was Louisa Peeke, through two different family 

lines.  

 

Susan had been looking for her great grandfather since the 

1970's. Her mother, Phyllis did not know Arthur was 

illegitimate until after his wife died in 1956 and Arthur 

informed his daughter. He had been too ashamed to tell his 

wife.  

 

Sarah Foster married James Hart and Arthur took his name 

Arthur Hart with his wife Nellie 
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and became Arthur Foster Hart. Her 40-year search had come to an end, she had found her 

great grandfather! 

 

Even though it was not my brick wall, I had great satisfaction in helping Susan break hers. 

I have now decided to have my DNA done in an effort to break down my own brick walls. 

 

 
Attention Deficit Genealogy Disorder              

 
It’s where you start researching one ancestor,  

But get distracted by another ancestor’s record,  
Which causes you to bounce around to different ancestors,  

Only to end up doing a lot of work with very little to show for it! 
(But not always as shown in the story above!!) 
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VALE GORDON RICHARD GIBSON 1924-2019 

 

Gordon was born on 6 August 1925 at The Junction, New South Wales as Gordon Richard 

Allen. His mother was Annie Malcolm Price and his father was Stan Allen. When his 

parents’ marriage broke up, Annie married Stan Gibson. Gordon was seven years old when 

Stan Gibson legally adopted him.  

 

Gordon attended The Junction Public School and Newcastle 

Selective Boys High School. He was in the Air Training 

Corps and then joined the RAAF in 1943. He learnt to fly but 

had difficulty in landing because of a ‘lazy eye’, so he became 

a Wireless Air Gunner. He moved to Melbourne and was 

commandeered to the Central Bureau of Intelligence. He 

volunteered to be trained in Morse Code and was in the 6
th
 

Wireless Unit during World War II. He was stationed in 

Manila in the Philippines and recorded Japanese messages. He 

was 21 years old when the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. 

After the war Gordon was sworn to secrecy for seven years, 

because of the sensitive nature of his work.  

 

Upon returning to civilian life, Gordon became an 

Accountant, but he quickly became disenfranchised 

(disillusioned?) with this profession and, on the 

recommendation of a friend, he decided to train as a Teacher. 

His daily voyage to Teachers’ College involved a ferry ride, 

so Gordon learnt the finer art of cryptic crossword puzzles to fill in the time. 

 

On 14 February 1950, he married Margaret (Peg) Wilson, whilst teaching at Westmead 

Public School.  Their son, Tony was born in 1950, followed by Paul in 1952. Gordon decided 

that a primary school posting could be to smaller towns, and because he had to think of the 

future education of his young sons, he attended Sydney University night school to obtain a 

degree in English and History which entitled him to be a High School Teacher. His future 

postings were to Inverell, where another son, Phillip, was born; then to Kempsey; Raymond 

Terrace; Newcastle Boys High School; Kahibah; and finally, Bathurst High School as 

Principal.  

 

During his life Gordon was an active and talented golfer; a champion lawn bowler; and an 

enthusiastic tennis player. Peg was also an active golfer.  

 

In 1985 they retired to Port Macquarie. Peg had always had an interest in Family History and 

Gordon now joined her in that interest, and they both joined the PMDFHS in 1995. Together 

they researched Gordon’s family and his adopted family.  

 

Gordon passed away peacefully on 12 May 2019 at Emmaus Nursing Home, Port Macquarie, 

after a stroke and associated side effects. He leaves his wife Peg and their three sons to 

mourn their loss (his passing?)  

 
Gordon Gibson  

Gibson family photo 
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WILLIAM HENRY ROWSELL, BURIED IN TELEGRAPH POINT CEMETERY 

Trysha Hanly 

On page 98, in the Port Macquarie–Hastings Cemetery Trail, 

there is a reference to William Henry Rowsell who “arrived in 

Australia as a crewman on board the Queen of England in 1859.  

Later that year he married Sarah Ann Churchill at Port Macquarie 

and they settled in Telegraph Point where William purchased 140 

acres of land near the river.” 

 

We are grateful to Aileen Trinder for providing corrections to that 

information and contributing more details, together with copies of 

marriage and death certificates, census returns, and other 

information relating to her ancestors in the Rowsell-Churchill-

Chelman families. Aileen’s maternal grandparents were Joseph Davis Rowsell (son of 

William Henry Rowsell and Sarah nee Churchill) and Christina Chelman. Aileen’s mother 

Josephine Dulcie (known as Dulcie) was the fourth of their 14 children. 

 

Aileen carried out extensive research in order to verify that William Rowsell was not, in fact, 

a seaman, nor did he arrive on board the Queen of England in 1859.  On his death certificate 

– he died on 29
th
 December 1903, aged 73 - it was noted that he was “50 years in 

N.S.Wales” which would indicate his arrival,  not in 1859 but in about 1853. Sadly, not all 

shipping lists have survived. 

 

The NSW Marriage Index 2793/1859 records that William Rowsell and Sarah Churchill’s 

marriage was registered at Port Macquarie, but the certified copy of the Marriage Certificate 

provided by Aileen has much more information. On 27 October 1859, at the home of John 

Churchill at Rollands Plains, William Rowsell, bachelor, born Charde [Chard] 

Somersetshire, Stockholder of Rollands Plains, aged 26, (father Henry Rowsell, Farmer and 

mother’s maiden name unknown), married Sarah Churchill, spinster, born Bladen 

Oxfordshire, of Rollands Plains, aged 22 (father John Churchill, Carpenter, mother Ann 

formerly Nixon). Richard Kemp officiated at the marriage according to the rites of the 

Church of England. 

 

William’s birthplace of Chard, Somersetshire is confirmed in the UK 1841 Census where he 

was the second eldest of the children of Henry and Elizabeth Rowsell. In the 1851 Census he 

was described as a Cheesemonger in London, native place Chard. 

 

Aileen has provided many documents for William Henry Rowsell, and for John Churchill 

and his family, including Sarah, and for Ocean Chelman and Jane Wilson, and she has given 

permission for us to add these to our archives.  

 

There is a good lesson to be learnt from Aileen’s feedback –  

 Use primary sources and don’t rely on previously published information which may 
have been gathered using the “near enough is good enough” principle. 
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If you do find anomalies in any of our Society’s publications, please let us know (providing 

‘proof’ if possible) so that we can amend our records. In that way, we can all benefit.  
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THE COMPUTER CORNER NUMBER 56 

(Information for Family Historians using Computers) 

 

        Family History Website Shortcuts 

Rex Toomey 

 

We all live in a wonderful era of easily accessible information available on the internet. 

However, with so many family history websites, it is often difficult to find the best ones to 

use. The astute family historian may even have their own special list of websites for locating 

information, family trees, source records, assistance, etc. For example, Trove, NSW BDM 

indexes, Australian Cemeteries Index and Ryerson Index. 

 

Because there are so many websites now available, what is the best way to organise access 

to them? Many people just add these website links as tabs on their browser as follows:  

However, each of these ‘tabs’ is using RAM memory of the computer and may even have 

some effect on the performance of the browser. In addition, there is a limit to the number of 

tabs which provide a visible meaningful site name. 

 

Another approach is to add the favourite sites to the ‘bookmarks’ section of the browser. This 

is usually located below the URL address area as follows: 

 

Whilst this approach may seem 

convenient and removes the possible 

issue of having too many browser 

websites tabs, there is still a limit to the 

actual number of bookmarks that can 

be seen.  

 

If this is the case, there usually is a 

‘drop-down’ arrow located to the right 

of the bookmarks. As can be seen in 

the image at right, this arrow opens a 

‘drop-down’ list of the bookmarks that 

do not fit onto the bookmark bar.  

 

However, there is a better way – create a Website Links Folder! 

 
Sample Google Chrome browser showing several Family History website tabs 

 
Sample Google Chrome browser showing several Family History website bookmarks 

Sample Google Chrome browser showing ‘hidden’ 

website bookmarks revealed by the dropdown arrow 
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Setting Up Website Links Folder 

 

Microsoft Windows has a very useful 

facility called ‘shortcuts.’ These are 

‘links’ to locations on computers which 

help people organise files and projects 

on which they regularly use. These links 

are normally pointing to ‘files’ or 

‘folders’, however they can also point to 

website addresses. Using this 

knowledge, it is very simple to create a 

system of shortcuts that will keep 

favourite family history websites 

organised and just one click away. 

 

The first thing to do is to create a 

‘folder’ on the Desktop. This is very 

easily done by doing a right mouse click 

on a blank area of the Desktop, clicking 

‘New’ followed by ‘Folder’. A meaningful name, such as ‘Family History Web 

Links’ should also be entered.  

 

Next, open the internet browser, locate the required website (Ancestry.com for example), 

then ‘click and drag’ the ‘URL’ to the folder on the Desktop. The ‘URL’ or ‘Universal 

Resource Locator’, is the address of the website that is typed in. For example, the URL of 

Ancestry is https://www.ancestry.com.au/.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Creating a folder on the Desktop 

 

These images show the sequence of 

Select, Drag and Drop of URL’s to 

the Website Links Folder. 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/
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With the URL link now inside, open the folder – a double click on it will do this. The folder 

will open showing the website links as follows: 

A systematic approach should be taken with naming links, so that specific types of website 

links are grouped. In this example, the name has been changed to ‘~Websites-Ancestry’. The 

tilde (‘~’) has been added to the front to force the Ancestry link to the top of the list because 

it is likely to be used the most.  

With the new folder established, this same process is repeated for all the regularly used 

websites. Locate the required family history website, use the mouse to click and drag the 

URL to the folder, and rename the link to a useful and standardised format. This will then 

provide the single point of reference for all family history websites. The following example 

shows the listing made for Trove, NSW BDM, Qld BDM and Vic BDM Indexes, as well as 

Ryerson Index and Australian Cemetery Index. 

 

The best reason for creating this Family History Website Links folder is that it is portable. 

This means it can be copied onto a USB (‘flash’) drive, plugged into other computers and the 

familiar links accessed away from home. For example, at the PM-H Library, on a secondary 

computer or when visiting family members, libraries and archives out of the area. It provides 

a one-stop place in consistent format where you can access all your favourite websites! 
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DO YOU NEED SOME EXTRA HELP? 

Are you looking for a ‘missing’ or ‘present day’ family member or relative who you haven’t 

been able to find through other sources? Or do you have a photograph with friends or family 

members who are unknown or unnamed?   

Our magazine is widely circulated so there may be someone in a distant town who is able to 

help you add more ‘leaves’ to your family tree.   

If you would like some external help, please send as many details as possible to assist with 

finding the family member(s) or with identifying the person(s) in your photographs. For 

privacy, any correspondence and/or connections can be made through the Editor using your 

Membership Number, unless you would prefer any replies, phone calls, or correspondence to 

be submitted directly to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Another member is hoping that someone might 

recognise this young man (left). His photo was 

taken at the Chesney Studios in The Strand, 

London, England but he appears to be and 

Australian serviceman as the Rising Sun badge 

is visible on the collar of his uniform. He was 

possibly an Australian airman? 

One of our members would like any 

information that might help to 

identify this lovely lady in the photo 

right.  Her name is “Vera” and her 

photo was taken in 1912 at the Dora 

Studios in Sydney, NSW. 

On the right is an enlargement of 

the information handwritten on the 

lower right side of the photo above. 
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If you can help, please forward any information to the Editor,  

phone 02 65831093 or editor@pmdfhs.org.au 

  I went searching for an ancestor.  I cannot find him still. 
  He moved around from place to place and did not leave a will. 
  He married where a courthouse burned, he mended all his fences. 
  He avoided any man who came to take the U.K. Census.  
  He always kept his luggage packed... this man who had no fame, 
  And every 20 years or so, this rascal changed his name!! 
  His parents came from Europe.  They could be upon some list 
  of passengers to Australia, but somehow, they got missed. 
  And no-one else in the world…is searching for this man!! 
   So, I play geneasolitaire to find him if I can. 
  I’m told he’s buried in a plot… with tombstone he was blessed, 
  But the weather took engraving, and some vandals took the rest!! 
  He died before the country clerks decided to keep records, 
  And no family bible has emerged in spite of all my efforts. 
  To top it off, this ancestor, who’s caused me many groans, 
  Just to give me one more pain… betrothed a girl named JONES!! 
  

 Author Unknown – from www.angelfire.com (with editing by Ed.) 
 
 

 FOOTSTEPS CONTRIBUTIONS  

The next edition of Footsteps will be published in November 2019 and members are 

encouraged to write about any research or family activities that might be of interest. We all 

enjoy reading about how you tracked down your elusive relatives or about any significant 

incidents or special activities in which you or your ancestors have been involved. We would 

love to read your story, whether it be long or short. 

Photos and/or illustrations always add interest and generally enhance 

your story. They can be attached separately as JPGs, but if so, please 

indicate where you would like them positioned in your article.   

Articles should be limited to between 1500–1550 words with up to four 

photos, or up to 1800 words without photos. It is always important 

when researching to cite your references and sources. When inserting 

the references or source in your articles, it is requested that you use 

numbers i.e. 1,2,3, etc. (not Roman Numerals) and that you place them as ‘endnotes’, not 

‘footnotes’.  

Articles that are submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the 

author or the contributor submitting the articles. If the writing is not the work of the author, 

please seek permission from the original author where possible, and indicate the source of 

the work when the article is submitted. 

mailto:editor@pmdfhs.org.au
http://www.angelfire.com/
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All articles are subject to copyright unless otherwise indicated and no portion of this journal 

may be reproduced without written permission of the Society. The views expressed by 

authors and contributors to Footsteps are not necessarily those of the Society.  

Articles may be submitted at any time, but it would be appreciated if they can be sent to the 

editor@pmdfhs.org.au by Saturday 12 October 2019 for inclusion in the November issue. 

Members whose articles are published in Footsteps, will have their names included in a draw 

in May in the following year for a chance to win a one-year PMDFHS membership. 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

 Renewals New Members* 

 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 

30th June 

1st Jan to 

30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 

editions—November, 

February, May, August 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year. 

*Includes a one-off $5.00 joining fee. 

 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20 and will include a 

list of records used, entry into Footsteps (where appropriate) and suggestions regarding other 

resources. There may be an additional fee for further research.  

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 

include as many details as possible about the person/family and any other relevant 

information including sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire via mail and include 

a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, PO Box 1359, 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 

provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 

miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 

are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 

now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history – local, Australian and overseas – is available for 

members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 

volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 

break over Christmas.  

mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
http://www.pmdfhs.org.au/
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RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library in the 

Technology Room, from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after the General Meeting. The 

topic will be advertised in the latest InfoEmail and at the most recent General Meeting. The 

discussion is followed by general family history assistance. Afternoon tea is available. Bring 

your laptop if you have one, but it is not essential as there are a number of computers 

available in the Technology Room.  
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 

Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Tile Tales; Stories behind the names on the front wall of the 

Port Macquarie Swimming Pool, 752 pages, hard cover 

$60 $60 2kg 

Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie – Hastings 

Full colour, 224 pages (glove box sized) 

$27 $30 425g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 

Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  

(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  

1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 

1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$8 $10 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  

(CD-ROM in colour) 

$17 $20 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 

1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 

Images (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 

Up to 250g (Large letter) $5 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter/Package) $10  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $18 Holds several books 

 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 

books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 

overseas rates, please contact the Secretary.  To collect items instead of paying postage, 

please also contact the Secretary (see telephone number on page 3).  

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au – please complete the order form and 

send with your payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History 

Society Inc. 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444. 

Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society 

Inc. or send an email to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au to obtain the Society’s banking details and 

file:///C:/Users/Shirley/Documents/DATA/ANCESTRY_Port%20Macquarie%20Family%20History%20Society/FOOTSTEPS/working%20file%20No%20142%20February%202017/www.pmdfhs.org.au
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direct deposit reference to pay by direct deposit via the internet. Pre-payment is required; 

however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.  
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 

 

PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

Mobile: 0475 132 804 

 

 

Our Research Home 
 

Local Studies/Family History Room 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

 

Our Meeting Room 
 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

Gordon Street 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 

 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with: 
 

Royal Australian Historical Society 

Parramatta Female Factory Friends 

Australian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc.  

NSW & ACT Association 

of Family History Societies Inc. 
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