
 

No. 153 ISSN 1832-9803 November 2019 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Footsteps 153 Page 2 November 2019 

 

SOCIETY ORGANISATION AND CONTACTS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: .... Diane Gillespie ...... 0416 311 680 ..... president@pmdfhs.org.au 

Vice-Pres:…. Warren Luxford ..... 0408 468 148......webmaster@pmdfhs.org.au 
Treasurer: .... Clive Smith ........... 0418 206 330 ..... treasurer@pmdfhs.org.au 
Secretary: .... Jennifer Mullin ...... 0475 132 804 ..... secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

 Margaret Blight ..... 6583 1093 .......... editor@pmdfhs.org.au 
 Sue Brindley .......... 0407 292 395 ..... roster@pmdfhs.org.au 
 Pauline Every ........ 0466 988 300 ..... publicity@pmdfhs.org.au 
 Anne Gaffney ........ 0408 727 996......gaffneyanne@yahoo.com 
 Greg Hearne .......... 0418 252 081......gregoryhearne65@gmail.com 
 Warren Luxford ..... 0408 468 148......webmaster@pmdfhs.org.au 
 Alastair Moss......... 6584 2509. ......... akmoss@bigpond.net.au 

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY ~ 2018–2019 

Acquisitions/Archives…………………………….Clive Smith 

Footsteps Magazine……………………………….Margaret Blight 
General Meetings Roster………………………….Gwen Grimmond 
Journals……………………………………………Alastair Moss/Greg Hearne 
Library Roster……………………………………..Sue Brindley 
Membership/Minutes……………………………...Jennifer Mullin 
Museum Heritage Group…………………….....…Diane Gillespie 
InfoEmail ..... ………………………………...……Diane Gillespie/Jennifer Mullin 
NSW & ACT Association – Delegate…………….Clive Smith 
Publicity/Facebook………………….…….…...….Pauline Every 
Website ………………………………………...…Warren Luxford 
Public Officer……………………………………...Clive Smith 
Research Queries…………………………………..Research Team 
Ryerson Index Transcribers……………….……….Kay and Terry Browne 

Social Coordinator…………………………………Margaret Blight 
Welfare…………………………………………….Anne Gaffney 
Find a Grave……………………………………….Carol Smallman 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

DNA Support Group………………………….……Ken Hunt 
Family Search...……………………………………Robyn Denley/Pauline Every 
Research Support Group…………………………...Clive Smith/Rex Toomey 
RootsMagic Support Group…………………......…Brian and Lin Panisset 
Writing Group……………………………………...Diane Gillespie 
Convict Studies Group…………………...………...Warren Luxford 

CURRENT PROJECT COORDINATORS 

Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts ...................... ……Clive Smith 
Port Macquarie Rate Books………………………...Rex Toomey 

Small Debts Register for Port Macquarie ……….…Sue Brindley 
 

Life Members:  Terry Browne, Kay Browne, Frank Maskill 



 

Footsteps 153 Page 3 November 2019 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Society Organisation and Contacts ......................................................................................... 2 

President’s Two Cents’ Worth ............................................................................................... 3 

Welcome to New Members .................................................................................................... 5 

NSW & ACT Annual Conference - October 2109 ................................................................. 5 

230th Anniversary of the Wrecking of HMS Sirius on Norfolk Island - March 2020 .............. 6 

From the Editor ...................................................................................................................... 6 

Footsteps Contributions ......................................................................................................... 7 

Can You Help Please? ............................................................................................................ 8 

Christmas in July…or June? .................................................................................................. 8 

Did You Know? ................................................................................................................... 10 

Recipes and Recipe Books ................................................................................................... 10 

A Poem for the Festive Season ............................................................................................. 12 

Did You Know? ................................................................................................................... 12 

‘Prosperous’ ......................................................................................................................... 13 

Some New Resource Books ................................................................................................. 15 

William Speechley ............................................................................................................... 16 

Charles Booth’s Maps of London ......................................................................................... 17 

Perhaps in the Future Our G.P.S. will know Everything! ..................................................... 18 

Do You Remember Major Events and How You Reacted? .................................................. 18 

An Irish Lass - My First Female in Australia ....................................................................... 20 

A Shepherd’s Hut ................................................................................................................. 22 

My Time in Katherine, Northern Territory ........................................................................... 23 

Did You Know? ................................................................................................................... 25 

Tim The Cat -The day he almost lost one of his nine lives. .................................................. 25 

The DiNA Diary – No 11 ..................................................................................................... 27 

The Computer Corner Number 57 ........................................................................................ 29 

Society Membership Fees .................................................................................................... 30 

Publications for Sale ............................................................................................................ 31 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. ...................................................... 32 

 
Cover:  Wood Engraving published in The Newsletter of Australasia, No. 41 January 1860, held in the Rare 

Books Collection of the State Library of Victoria. The picture shows six holiday activity scenes: horse racing, 

rowing, a picnic, train travel, a cricket match and a group of men swimming in a creek. 

 

PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS’ WORTH 

Diane Gillespie 

As I sit to write this report, much of our state and country is consumed by this seemingly 
endless drought, combined with the devastating bushfires that have ravaged parts of NSW, 
taking homes and destroying communities at random. Let us hope and pray for some rain to 

quench the thirsty earth. 
 
Being a member of a very active Society is certainly reaping rewards for members who have 
taken advantage of the activities organised by our Society since my last report. 
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We marked National Family History Month in August by hosting a Seminar, with guest 
presenter Kerry Farmer, which was well attended by members and visitors. The sessions 
provided members with the opportunity to hear from a renowned family history and DNA 
speaker here in Port Macquarie. 
 
As a part of our far-reaching endeavours to involve the younger generations in family history, 
Jennifer Mullin, Margaret Blight and I visited one of our local schools to witness their 
‘Granny, not Google’ session, and the presentation of their work based around the topic: ‘How 

my ancestors’ past experiences have influenced me.’ 
 
Our 4-week ‘Beginners’ Course during August and September, expertly led by Sue Brindley, 

introduced members of the public and some of our newer members to this fascinating pastime. 
We followed up this initiative with a ‘Beyond Beginners’ Course which is being run over a 
period of 8 weeks in conjunction with U3A (University of the Third Age).  
 
This course follows on from the ‘Beginners’ Course and delves deeper into the intricacies of 
Family History giving the participants a deeper understanding of the resources available and 
the sources to consult. More experienced members of our Society have been enlisted to present 
various topics drawing from their own experience and expertise. We are very fortunate to have 
these experienced members in our Society, who are willing to share their expertise with others. 
 

The three-day ‘DNA DownUnder’ Conference held at 
Castle Hill at the end of August proved a real eye-opener 
for traditional family historians, in relation to the effect this 

new aspect of genetic genealogy is having on our research. 
DNA doesn’t lie and has the capacity of being able to 
uncover family secrets that have lain dormant for many 
years. When taking one of these tests and encouraging 
other family members to do so, we should be wary of the 
unintentional consequences that taking the test may have 
on extended family members. 
 

We have been granted the opportunity to host the NSWACT Family History Association’s 
Conference in 2021. As 2021 will mark the Bicentenary of European Settlement in Port 
Macquarie, we are delighted with this opportunity. 
 

The Conference Committee has been selected and comprises of Margaret Blight, Sue 
Brindley, Trysha Hanly, Warren Luxford, Brian Panisset and Clive Smith. The Committee 
will be expertly led by Jennifer Mullin. It is a very experienced Committee and I offer them 
the support of the PMDFHS membership in their endeavours to bring a first-rate Conference 
together, showcasing our local area and providing us with quality speakers on a range of topics. 
 
I would like to thank you for your support in 2019 in keeping our Society active and vibrant. 
On behalf of the Committee, I wish you a restful Christmas and look forward to your continued 
support in 2020. May you spend this time with those you love and make your own Family 
History Memories that will be remembered by the younger generations. 

 
Jennifer Mullin and Blaine 

Bettinger at the DNA Conference 

2019 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome to the following new members. We hope you will enjoy your association with our 
Society and that you will benefit from the resources and workshops available to you. 

Robyn Andrews from Port Macquarie 
Glen Killen from Port Macquarie 

Mike Smith from Port Macquarie 
Nicola Herbert from Port Macquarie 

Margaret Myers from Port Macquarie Celeste Rowlands from Port Macquarie 

 

NSW & ACT ANNUAL CONFERENCE - OCTOBER 2109 

 Yvonne Toomey 

The 35th Annual Conference of the NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies was 

held at the Knox Grammar School in Wahroonga, a northern suburb of Sydney. The conference 

was held over three days from Friday 11th October to Sunday, 13th October. It was held in the 

Great Hall, which is used by the school for functions, assemblies, theatre and basketball. The 

Hall has a capacity for 2,200 people, so there was ample room for everyone.  

 

Over 200 delegates attended the Conference, 

including five members of the Port Macquarie & 

Districts Family History Society. Friday was the 

Family History Fair and although it was raining, 

the trade tables were well patronised. The Society 

had its own trade table which helped promote our 

recent publications. The fair enabled those 

attending the Conference, or just visiting for the 

day, to grab a bargain from one of the many 

specials on offer, as well as the opportunity to 

renew acquaintances and gain up-to-date 

information from other Societies. It was also a day for attending free 45-minute talks by various 

speakers, such as Joy Murrin (Transcription Agent) and Paul Parton (FamilySearch). There 

were also several Masterclasses, such as those presented by Lilian Magill (Copyright & 

Ethics), Kerry Farmer (DNA), Jason Reeve (Ancestry) and by overseas visitor, David Wright 

(Reading old writing). The day ended with a well-attended ‘Meet & Greet’ where all attendees 

were ‘well fed’.  

 

It was still raining on Saturday, but it did not deter the enthusiasm of the attendees to listen to 

some of the exceptional speakers on a variety of subjects such as ‘Tales from the Archives’, 

‘Finding Hidden Family DNA’ and ‘Workhouses’. A fantastic morning tea, lunch and 

afternoon tea was served. The pièce de résistance was the dinner at night. All the guests were 

welcomed by three Knox Grammar musicians, two bagpipers and a drummer. There were 

many raffle prizes on offer, coupled with an intriguing questionnaire which kept everyone 

busy. The guest speaker was David Hunt, author of Australian history and children’s books. 

 
Clive Smith, Rex Toomey and Jennifer Mullin 

at the NSW & ACT Annual Conference 2019 
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He spoke with humour and gusto. He was very entertaining. When the meal was served it was 

well presented and very tasty indeed. The drinks were laid on and the conversation and good 

company made it a wonderful night. 

 

The official proceedings ended by lunchtime on Sunday after more good speakers and 

interesting topics to finish the day. Overall, this Conference was well presented, with many 

high-quality speakers and a variety of interesting subjects. The closing presentations included 

the call to Newcastle for the next Annual Conference from Friday 11 to Sunday 13 September 

2020. If you were not one of the many visitors to the 2019 Conference, you missed a wonderful 

weekend.  

 

 

230TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WRECKING OF HMS SIRIUS ON NORFOLK 

ISLAND - MARCH 2020 

A week of events is being organised on Norfolk Island 

commencing 19th March 2020 to recognise the 230th Anniversary 
of the wrecking of the HMS Sirius. There will be presentations, 
workshops and tours offered during the week with Graham Seal, 
Professor of Folklore at Curtain University in Perth, WA. as the 
special guest presenter. Graham is an award-winning writer, and 
author of the bestselling Great Australian Stories series on 
Australian history and folklore, including Great Convict Stories. 

Details about the activities can be obtained from the Norfolk Island Travel Centre, free call 

1800 1400 66. Weekly Holiday Packages are also available to book through the Travel Centre. 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Margaret Blight 

Welcome to the November edition of Footsteps. In this edition there are stories relating to 
Christmas and festive practices and traditions, as well as articles from our members on a variety 
of topics which I’m sure you will enjoy reading. 

Three of the articles focus, not on the activities of past family members, but on the memories 
and activities experienced by ‘living’ people. We are often busy researching and writing about 

the ‘what, where and when’ of those who lived in the past, but someday we will be someone’s 
ancestors, and our descendants may have difficulty finding out about the ordinary everyday 
activities in which we were involved during our lifetime, unless we can leave something 
tangible for them.  

In September, President Diane, Secretary Jennifer, and myself, visited St Columba Anglican 
College in Port Macquarie in connection with a module the students were undertaking 
regarding the documentation and presentation of an aspect of their family’s past, and how this 
and/or other events may have contributed to the character and interests of the students today. 

The stories and presentations were funny, sad, descriptive, informative and inspiring, and they 

Norfolk Is. – Photo 

M.Blight 
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covered a range of topics. The majority focused on ‘living’ people: parents, grandparents, 
siblings, cousins, aunties and uncles, and overwhelmingly, even though many of the events 
described in the stories occurred within the last 50 years or less, the students had not known 
about them until undertaking this project. Likewise, probably many of us don’t reminisce with 
our younger family members about the many varied activities that we have experienced in our 
lifetime, and I’m sure most of us don’t record our experiences in print!   

Thus I encourage everyone to write some notes, or preferably some stories, to let your 
descendants know about your life, about your achievements, about the fun times and the hard 
times, and about little incidents that were mischievous, difficult, provided simple pleasures, or 
sent you on path to……? It would be great if you would share some of these stories and 
experiences not only with your family, but also with our members. I’m sure everyone has seen, 
or experienced, something different or special, in their journey through life, or perhaps you 
have an interesting hobby, or have had an interesting occupation. I’m hoping that you might 
be inspired to write about yourself and that I might be able to include your story in a future 
edition of Footsteps. 

 

FOOTSTEPS CONTRIBUTIONS  

The next edition of Footsteps will be published in February 2020 and members are encouraged 
to submit stories and articles about yourselves, or your families, or about web sites or books 
or magazines that you have discovered, or found useful, when undertaking your research.  

If possible, include photos and/or illustrations in your article as these can 
add interest to your story. These can be attached separately as JPGs if 
you prefer, but if attached separately, please indicate if you have a 
preference as to where you would like them positioned in your article.   

Articles should be limited to between 1500–1550 words with up to four 
photos, or up to 1800 words without photos. It is always important when 
researching to cite your references and sources. When inserting the 

references or sources in your articles, it is requested that you use numbers ie. 1,2,3, etc. (not 
Roman Numerals) and that you place them as ‘endnotes’, not ‘footnotes.’  

Stories that are submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the 
author or the contributor submitting the story. If the writing is not the work of the author, please 
seek permission from the original author where possible, and indicate the source of the work 
when the article is submitted. 

All contributions are subject to copyright unless otherwise indicated and no portion of this 
journal may be reproduced without written permission of the Society. The views expressed by 
authors and contributors to Footsteps are not necessarily those of the Society.  

Stories and articles may be submitted at any time, but it would be appreciated if they can be 
sent to the editor@pmdfhs.org.au by Saturday 12th January 2020 so they can be included 

in the February issue. Members whose articles are published in Footsteps, will have their 
names included in a draw in May 2020, for a chance to win a one-year Port Macquarie & 

Districts Family History Society membership. 
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CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? 

We have hit a dreaded brick wall while researching Robert Augustus Gillies. 

On his 1856 Marriage Certificate to Isabella Murray (daughter of William Murray and Irish 
convict Sarah Tully), he is recorded as Robert Augustus Gillies, aged 23, Sawyer, born in Port 
Macquarie; father Robert Gillies, occupation Major, and mother, Margaret nee Thomson. 

Robert Augustus Gillies died on 14th October 1910, indexed as Robert A. Gillies; father 
Donald, mother Margaret, but to date we have been unable to find a verifiable record of his 
birth or any information about his father, Robert (or Donald) Gillies or his mother Margaret 
Thomson. Records from an admission to Liverpool Asylum state that Robert was a native of 
NSW, but another record indicates that he was born at sea about 1833. 

Robert didn’t have an easy life. His wife died giving birth to their seventh child and the next 
year he admitted three of his young daughters to the Randwick Asylum for Destitute Children, 
where two died and were buried in the grounds there. His eldest son, aged 11, was accidently 
killed by a fall from a horse. 

Any information regarding Robert’s family members would be very much appreciated, so if 
you can help knock a big hole in this brick wall, please email editor@pmdfhs.org.au. 

 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY…OR JUNE? 

Kay Browne 

In July this year, our Society members enjoyed a ‘Christmas Lunch’ in Comboyne, NSW.  
‘Christmas in July’ luncheons have become quite popular throughout the community, but why?  
 
Most of us grew up with the traditional hot Christmas dinner following the customs of our 
English or European ancestors. However, because Australia is not cold in December, many 
families have relinquished the traditional meal for cold meats or seafood, and salads, and hot 
plum puddings are often replaced with cold servings of the same, or pavlova or similar. All 
has changed because of the heat but by having a Christmas celebratory dinner in July we can 
continue to enjoy the heavier, traditional hot food which many of us still associate with 
Christmas.  
 
Recently when researching, I found this amazing article about Christmas in the Sydney 

Monitor, 26 December 1836, p.2. [For easier reading I have broken it up. The spelling is as 
printed in the Monitor in 1836.] 
 

“Christmas Day.  

 

Yesterday was Christmas-day, and this is St Stephen’s day. Instead of the old English 

fire-side, with skaiting outside and shooting partridges among the turnips, or tracking 

hares amid the snow, we have a torrid heat, rendered still more oppressive by the steam 

of extra dishes rising in our faces at meal times, and causing the sickly appetite with 

which we sit down to our Christmas fare, entirely to depart.  

 



 

Footsteps 153 Page 9 November 2019 

 

At church, instead of feeling the comfort of the fire in the tremendous stove, eight feet 

high in the middle of the church, and of being habited in a large great-coat and lamb’s 

wool stockings, we could scarcely sit for the heat, although clothed in slight cottons. In 

the evening, we are gasping for breath, while the musquitoes and sand-flies worry us at 

all points -face and wrists, the fine dust from the garden striking to our warm faces and 

suffusing the room at the same time; so that at length we throw ourselves on the mattress 

and try to forget the “merry” Christmas of New South Wales by getting beneath the 

musquito-curtains. Such is, Christmas day in this Colony.  

 

Are we to be ever troubled with the heat on the anniversary of an event which transpired 

in winter? Are we to be such slaves to precedent, as to violate a divine festival in its 

most essential physical points, by continuing to substitute for the winter’s cold of Judae, 

the torrid heat of an Australian summer? Or will our Council pass a law, ordaining that 

the great annual festival of Christmas, expatriated to Australia, shall be held in future 

at the same season of the year in which it was held for 1800 years?  

 

Let our present liberal-minded Governor, when next the Council meets, propose a law, 

constituting the 25th JUNE NEXT, and the same day every year in Australia thenceforth 

for ever, Christmas Day, and abrogate the present anomalous and unscriptural custom 

of celebrating the birth of our Saviour, which took place in the depth of winter, in the 

middle of summer. Then we shall be Englishmen, in this respect once again; and merry, 

gladdening, heartsome, hospitable, delightful CHRISTMAS, will return to console us for 

our long exile from the land of our fathers ….” 
 

So this idea of Christmas in our Winter is not new …. and perhaps next year we should 
celebrate on 25th June! 
 

Despite the above recommendation, the European tradition of a hot Christmas Dinner in 
December continues for many of us, but with some variations from the 1800s. In December 
1888, The Boomerang, published the following: 

 

CHRISTMAS MENU 

SOUPS 

Macaroni or Oxtail 
FISH 

Fried Mullet or Boiled Brim and Parsley Sauce 
POULTRY 

Roast Turkey and Bread Sauce or Boiled Fowl and Ham 
MEAT 

Roast Beef or Veal 
VEGETABLES 

Marrow, Fried Beans, Potatoes 
PUDDINGS 

Plum Pudding and Custard or Blanc Mange and Apricots 
DESSERTS 

Almonds and Raisins and Oranges 
Bananas, Musk and Water 

Melons, Apples and Grapes 
BEVERAGES 

Tea, Coffee, Lemon Squash
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Greenland’s traditional Christmas dish takes a full seven months to prepare.  
 
It begins with the hollowing out of a seal skin and stuffing it with 500 auks 
(a sea bird, photo right - feathers and all) and leaving it to ferment. When 
the festive season comes around, the dish is served straight from the seal! 
 

 

RECIPES AND RECIPE BOOKS 

Jennifer Mullin 

Food and cooking have been a memorable part of my life. 
 
Legend has it that I did not eat enough as a child - I wonder when that changed?? Mum would 
tell me to eat up so I could see what the bunnies were doing today. If only I had known that 
those silly bunnies were doing the same thing each day and I did not have to eat!! 
 
We were not the typical country family that lived on home preserved fruits and vegetables with 

a large vegetable garden and a multitude of fruit trees around the home. But we did have stewed 
fruit each summer; brawn was produced - but not always eaten; cakes and biscuits were a 
speciality of Nanna’s; the pantry was well stocked; and the mutton was plentiful.  
 
I’ll never forget the day that I made my first cake. I had been nagging Mum to name a day and 
time. Finally, one day, when she was lying down - I now know that her health was not good 
and I chose the wrong day to break her down - she relented. I had to get the mixer from the 
cupboard. I undid the cord - mistake!! She became cross with me - she did not undo that cord! 
I’m not sure how the cake turned out, but I had made my first cake.  
 
We had a slow combustion stove and I seemed to know how to make a rice pudding, a cake, 
biscuits, a casserole, a roast, crispy vegetables, and mashed potato that had to wait for hours 
until we served the meal when Dad came home. I got quite a shock when, at the age of 21, I 

had to use an electric stove and oven - how did you keep things warm for hours? 
 
I was never afraid of recipes. As a young entertainer I made Biscotti torte because the picture 
looked elegant and I progressed to using almonds from the tree in the back yard. When we had 
visitors, I would produce new meals. I used Margaret Fulton’s Cookbook and a Women’s 
Weekly cookbook. I bought two identical 24-piece dinner sets in my first two years at work. I 
added the teapot and coffee pot; the milk jug, the sugar bowl….. 
 
I remember Nanna reading recipes to me. She would carefully read the ingredients and then 
the method. We would both comment on it. I’m not sure how many letters of hers had a recipe 
enclosed - with a comment at the top - usually “Very nice” together with the name of the person 
who gave it to her. My husband Terry, and I still refer to a casserole we make as ‘Nanna’s 

steak’. Sometimes the comment was “sounds very nice” which meant she had not made it. I 

would try to make these dishes so that I could tell her about them when I next spoke to her.  
 

 
Auks – Photo 
Wiki Commons 
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Mum usually gave me a recipe book for my Birthday or Christmas. She would write in the 
front of each one with a date and a greeting. I would paw through these books. I had my 
favourite recipes that I would make over and over again. 
 

I loved entertaining and began in my 20’s. This was the time 
when the Women’s Weekly was producing glossy 
cookbooks for as little as $6. Each recipe had a picture, so I 
learnt how to make my meals look appetising. We often had 
three course dinners on Friday night. I would spend the 
week constructing the menu, bookmarking each page. Some 
friends would not invite us back - because they thought they 

could not reach my standard. If only they would realise that 
I just love good food and love trying new food. Joy cooked 
‘Greek’; Anne & Peter ‘French’; then Joy cooked fondue 
for the main and desert. Back to reading those books - what 
is ‘tzatziki’? how did she make ‘eggs in snow’?  
 

Once my siblings and I married and there were grandchildren, Mum and I began a routine of 
planning family get-togethers. We would read recipes to each other over the phone; construct 
menus; and delegate jobs if necessary. The thing that I missed most when Mum died was 
planning her Birthday weekend. We loved finding the ultimate recipe to add to the meal. Mum 
was a perfectionist, but she was always learning, and we would discuss our method of 
achieving the same meal. 
 

Meat was the centrepiece of our meals. Mum recalled a Christmas Eve meal that one of our 
neighbours had prepared - “Jennifer, they had Deli meat!!” I think she invented slow cooked 
roasts years ago - now they are popularly called “pulled beef” or “pulled pork”. My brother 
was under threat of death to have his BBQ at her place in time to slow cook the roast on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
Nanna would always arrive on the train with the Christmas pudding in a cloth and the 
Christmas cake. Her many years of winning CWA prizes for cooking were legendry. If she 
had room in her suitcase, she would bring marmalade for each family member. She had a 
special box that held six fillers of eggs that she would take home on the train after Christmas - 
that’s 180 eggs - 15 dozen! We laughed when, one year, she sent what the family referred to 
as a ‘drought package’ to my brother and family in Nyngan – chocolate self-saucing pudding; 

butterscotch self-saucing pudding; and some cakes - I’m still not sure how she packaged it.  
 
Certain dishes became favourites. No salad is complete without mango and avocado (Women’s 
Weekly BBQ cookbook); brown sugar/oil & salt on the roast (Friendly Food); mango trifle 
(ABC Radio), orange almond GF cake (Ian Parmenter)  … oh the list goes on.  
 
The television and internet are a new source in my search for new recipes. I have created 
several personal ‘cookbooks’ on Taste.com. I have now added gluten free recipes to my 
repertoire. I still buy new cookbooks but have culled the older ones to the bare essentials and 
they’re now on one shelf in alphabetical order my new kitchen. I have a major task to complete 

 
A selection of Women’s Weekly $6 

Recipe Books printed in the late 

1970s, early 1980s, and a ‘Taste 

Baking’ Book published 2010 
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in my Family History lifetime - to sort and preserve the recipe books and loose pages of recipes 
of my Mother, Grandmother, and Mother-in-Law.  
 
We have continued with the menu planning, but the family has another generation, and has 
lost the two above me. We share the cooking of the evening meal with each family 
contributing. We still share recipes – just ask the Port Macquarie & Districts Family History 
Committee. We share recipe books. We have parties, we have home cooked meals …. we have 
traditions …. and we have cookbooks!   
 

A POEM FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON  

Contributed by Trysha Hanly – Author Unknown 

   

  On the first day of Christmas, my true love said to me,  

   I’ve bought a big fat turkey and a real Christmas tree. 

  On the second day of Christmas, much laughter could be heard, 

   We tucked into our turkey, a most delicious bird. 

  On the third day of Christmas came the people from next door,  

   The turkey tasted just as good as it did the day before. 

  On the fourth day of Christmas came relations young and old, 

   We finished up the Christmas pud and had the turkey cold. 

  On the fifth day of Christmas, outside the snowflakes flurried, 

   But we were nice and warm inside, we had the turkey curried.  

  On the sixth day of Christmas, the Christmas spirit died. 

   The children fought and bickered, and we had the turkey fried. 

  On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love he did wince, 

   When he sat down at table and was offered turkey mince. 

  On the eighth day of Christmas, the dog had run for shelter, 

   He’d seen our turkey omelets and the glass of Alka Seltzer. 

  On the ninth day of Christmas, by lunch time Dad was blotto, 

   He knew the bird was back again, this time it was risotto. 

  On the tenth day of Christmas, we were drinking homemade brew, 

   As if this wasn’t bad enough, we were eating turkey stew! 

  On the eleventh day of Christmas, the Christmas tree was moulting, 

   With chilli sauce and soy sauce, the turkey was revolting. 

  On the twelfth day of Christmas, we had smiles upon our lips. 

   The guests had gone, the turkey too…. 

   We dined on fish and chips!! 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Roast Turkey didn’t appear consistently on Christmas Day menus 
until 1851 when it replaced Roast Swan as the favourite dish of the 
Royal Courts. 
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‘PROSPEROUS’ 

Kay Browne 

It is 1986 my husband, Terry, found the home of an ancestor. He turns to our son and states 
that if it ever comes on the market, he’d like to buy it. It did come on the market a couple of 
times, but it was always too expensive. Where is Terry’s Georgian dream home?  It is known 
as ‘Fallgrove’ and it is in Logan Road, Evandale, Tasmania. 

Evandale is classified by the National Trust as a Georgian Village because it has many 
buildings like ‘Fallgrove.’ It was established in 1811 as a military post, but it was not called 
Evandale originally.  It was known under various names, such as Collins Hill, Patersons Plains, 
Gordon Plains and Morven. It was renamed Evansdale in 1829 after the Surveyor George 
William Evans, and then Evandale in 1836. 
 
Kennedy Murray, Jnr. (born 1799), was the son of two convicts. His father, Kennedy Murray, 
Snr. arrived in Australia on the Second Fleet in 1791 and was sent to the first penal settlement 

on Norfolk Island.  He served his time there, and by February 1814 all the convicts and 
residents had been moved to Van Dieman’s Land, (Tasmania) after which the settlement 
closed, and Norfolk Island was abandoned.  Upon returning to Australia, Kennedy Snr. left his 
family and moved to Sydney.  However, his ‘wife’, Anne White, and his two children stayed 
in Tasmania, as by then Anne had a relationship with another convict, Richard Sydes. 
 
When Anne and the children arrived in Tasmania, Kennedy Jnr. was almost 14 and the family 
settled in or near Launceston. In 1819, Kennedy Jnr. married Sarah Macqueen, the daughter 
of a schoolteacher.  By 1820 he had received land grants from Governor Macquarie to add to 

 
Georgian Home of Kennedy Murray Jnr. (Photograph: Browne family Archives) 
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his initial grant of 34 acres near Evandale. This land he called “Prosperous” and this is where 
the young Murray family came to live. Kennedy began making improvements to the land, 
clearing the trees, and putting up fences. He also rented additional acres from Samuel Reeves, 
on land that later became the property of wealthy woolgrower James Cox who was one of the 
richest men in Tasmanian history, and who built Clarendon House at Nile, near Evandale in 
1838. 
 
In 1824 Kennedy Murray Jnr. petitioned for more land. “Your memorialist is a young man 

beginning in the world,” he told Tasmanian Governor George Arthur, when applying for a 
few more acres on Christmas Eve, 1824. He went on to say that he had three children, the 
eldest being only six, and that he had cleared and fenced his land. Within three months he 

received a further 69 acres, land on which Evandale village now stands. With this extra land, 
he built what is now the oldest part of the house and he named it ‘Prosperous House’. 
 
Kennedy had originally been sent to Evandale as the Constable and by March 1827 he was 
appointed the Division Constable and Pound Keeper for the South Esk region1. Again, in April 
1831, Governor Arthur received another letter headed ‘Prosperous’, and Kennedy wrote with 
pride that he had built “a dwelling house, school-house, stable, granary and store-house, 

outhouses for Crown servants, with some other requisite erections.” He also added that he 
now had a family of seven children and that he ran fifty head of cattle, 1,200 sheep and three 
horses.  There were two and a half miles of fencing enclosing his paddocks. He also stated he 
had five convicts. James Cox J.P. of Clarendon House and Peter Mulgrave of Launceston 
supported his petition. Governor Arthur was keen to help an industrious man and a month 
later Kennedy received official notification that he had been granted a further 320 acres at 

Breadalbane.  
 

[‘Prosperous’ was painted by Charles Henry Constantini, an ex-convict, who usually painted 

portraits. He had painted a portrait of Kennedy, his wife and four of his young children in 1852, 
but obviously he requested a painting of his house as well, which indicates that he was very 
proud of it.2] 

 

 
The home of Kennedy Murray Jnr. painted in 1852 by Constantini. 
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Kennedy was a man of many parts. He was a farmer and had over the years obtained land that 
he had split into properties: Blanchfield (known as Upper Farm), Woodstock and Trafalgar. 
He donated some of his land to the Church of England and became one of the first church 
wardens. He was also the treasurer of Evandale Benevolent Society. Meanwhile his role as a 
policeman increased; he was responsible for inspecting stock; he was authorised to take the 
Census on 1 January 1842; and he also was the local magistrate. It is said that when he sat on 
the bench, he sometimes considered that convicts were unjustly accused, so to balance both 
sides, he would fine the convict, but he would give him back his money as he left by the back 
door.3 
  
The house had seen many children born and raised within its stone and brick walls. Kennedy 

had two wives. Sarah died in 1839, and he married Hannah Goodall, a woman who had been 
the governess to his nine surviving children. Hannah also had eight children born between 
1840 and 1853.  Death had also occurred within these walls. Two of the children did not survive 
infancy. Kennedy, Snr. also came to Evandale where he died in 1853. His son, Kennedy Jnr. 
died in 1860, aged 60, after damaging a leg that was later amputated, and his Estate showed 
he was insolvent at the time of his death. Thus, the Murray properties were sold and Thomas 
Fall, the owner and licensee of the Clarendon Hotel in the centre of Evandale, became the new 
owner of the house and he renamed it ‘Fallgrove’.4  
 
The house has undergone some additions and it looks slightly run-down in a photo taken in the 
early 1900s. It had been improved when we saw it in 1986, and still further improvements and 
a full internal renovation occurred in the 21st century. It still stands proudly today and in 2017 
it sold for over $1.55 million. 

 
It certainly lived up to its name of ‘Prosperous.

1 CSO 50/9 cardfile 
2 Charles Henry Theodore Constantini/Costantini was transported to Australia twice. He painted in NSW and 

Tasmania between the years 1827-1857. 
3 Joe Cocker – family descendant. 
4 Source partially from un-cited family records. Also these books: Kennedy Murray the First Hundred 

Years or so… by M.J. Maddock, Evandale Historical Society 1992; Reading in Colonial Tasmania: The 

Early Years of the Evandale Subscription Library by Keith Adkins, Monash University 2010. 

 

SOME NEW RESOURCE BOOKS  

Baker, Donna Cox, Zotero for Genealogy: Harnessing the Power of your Research, (The 
Golden Egg Genealogist Series), Alabama, 2019.  (Port Macquarie Library Reference: 
GUI/Res)  

Kyle, Noeline/Nolan, DianneThe Macleay Valley: A Collection of Early Historical Studies, 
Macleay Valley Historical Society and RAHS, 2018 (Library Reference NSW;PM/le-Kem) 

Parish Committee, Killoughter Parish 1814-2014: A Journey through Time(Library 
Reference: IRE/PLA/Kil) 

Couchman, Sophie, Journeys into Chinese Australian Family History, Chinese Australian 
Family Historians of Victoria, Melbourne 2019.
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WILLIAM SPEECHLEY 

Linda Speechley 

I would have loved to have had a quiet conversation with my great grandfather, William 
Speechley, as I think he would have had many interesting tales to tell about his life. 

William Speechley was the son of Uriah and Mary Ann (nee 

Goose) Speechley and was born in Tydd Saint Mary, 
Lincolnshire, England on 1st April 1843.  He died on 19th 
June 1934 in Wollongong, NSW.  

William arrived in Sydney with his father Uriah who was 
an agricultural labourer, his mother Mary Ann, his sister 
Harriett and brother Alfred on the Beejapore on 6th January 
1853. Sadly, another sister Sarah, aged three, died on the 
voyage. 

The Beejapore was an experimental design, with two decks 
proposed in order to try and reduce migration costs.  The 
outcome was judged to not be a success!!  The ship left 
Liverpool on 12th October 1852 and carried 967 emigrants 
of whom 342 were children, and a crew of 65, making a total 
of 1032 passengers. The travel time of 86 days was 
considered record-breaking at the time. Unfortunately, due 
to the cramped overcrowded conditions and lack of 
ventilation, many passengers contracted measles and scarlet 

fever which was present at the port of departure. During the voyage 56 emigrants, 55 of whom 

were children or infants, were buried at sea, and another 64 died whilst the ship was in 
quarantine. 

Upon arrival in Sydney, all the passengers had to be quarantined at the Quarantine Station at 
North Head, Manly for three weeks. This imposed huge problems as the Quarantine Station 
could only accommodate 150 people at any one time, so most of the passengers and crew had 
to be housed in tents. These issues triggered a new building phase at the Station, as well as the 
use of the hulk Harmony, which was moored in Spring Cove and used as a hospital ship. The 
concern at the time was not so much for the 

overcrowding, but for the ‘morals’ of the married and 
single women. 

When I visited the Quarantine Station on a day tour in 
2014, I was very surprised and delighted to find an 
extensive display about the voyage of the Beejapore. I 
cannot imagine the hardships that William and his 
family, along with all the other passengers, endured for 
many months on this long voyage from England and 
then in quarantine for the further three weeks in 

Sydney. 

After growing up in the St Peters area in Sydney, William went on to lead an interesting life 
as a builder. When living in Nowra NSW, he was involved in the building of the Lady Denman 

 
William Speechley - Photo from 

Speechley Family collection, date 

and place unknown 

 

 
The Beejopore 1853 – Photo Wiki 

Commons 
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ferry which was used for many years on Sydney Harbour. In June 1920, he acted as a Guide 
for the Prince of Wales, who later became King Edward, during the Prince’s visit to the Royal 
Australian Naval College in Jervis Bay. 

As well as being a builder, he also became a Methodist lay preacher and still found time to 
father 20 children with two wives – his last child was born in 1916 when he was a spritely 73-
year-old! 

William married his first wife, my great 
grandmother, Jane Dive (1843-1906) on 12th 
November 1864, at Mary Villa Cottage in St 
Peters, Sydney, and together they had 10 
children. During this time, he was in a 
relationship with a part Aboriginal woman, 
Josephine Kate Golden, with whom he had 
another 10 children. He married Josephine on 
20th March 1908. 

At a family reunion in Sydney in 2009, I was 
fortunate to meet Catherine (Kit), who was the 
daughter of William and Josephine. Even 
though Kit was in her 90s, she talked very 
fondly of her very kind and loving father, my great grandfather, William Speechley. 

 

 

CHARLES BOOTH’S MAPS OF LONDON 

Warren Luxford 

Between 1886 and 1903, Charles Booth, a well-known philanthropist and reformer, undertook 
a significant survey into the life and labour of London.  This was one of several surveys of 
working-class life carried out in the 19th century, however it is the only survey for which the 
original research materials, notebooks and resulting maps have survived. 
 
From his work, four editions of the survey were published:  Life and Labour of the People 
(London, 1889), comprising two volumes;  the second entitled Labour and Life of the People);  
(London, 1889-1891), comprising two volumes with an appendix; the third, Life and Labour 

of the People in London (London 1892-1897), comprising nine volumes and maps; and the 
fourth, Life and Labour of the People in London (London: Macmillan, 1902-1903), 
comprising of 17 volumes. 

 
Booth wanted to “understand the lives of Londoners through a tripartite investigation of their 

places of work and working conditions, their homes and urban environments in which they 

lived, and through the religious life of the city.” Through a number of investigators who visited 
every area, the comments of interviewers were recorded in notebooks.  A total of 450 original 
notebooks from the survey are held in The Charles Booth Archive, currently held in the 
London School of Economics and they form “a rich and varied resource for investigation into 

the social and economic history of late 19th century London”. 

 
Prince of Wales stepping into the car during visit to 

Jervis Bay in 1920. William Speechley is seated at 

the rear. Photo from Speechley family collection. 
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As a result of his work, a series of maps entitled “Maps Descriptive of London Poverty”  
in which “the levels of poverty and wealth found by the survey investigators” were mapped 
out street by street.  These afford a wonderful resource for family historians providing a 
descriptive insight into the economic class of their ancestors and the areas in which they lived.  
This was achieved by colouring individual streets to represent the economic class of the 
occupants.  The classes are categorised as follows:  

Lowest class - vicious, semi-criminal; 

 Very poor, casual - chronic want; 

 Poor - 18 shillings to 21 shillings a week for a 
 moderate family; 

 Mixed - Some comfortable, others poor; 

 Fairly comfortable - good ordinary earnings; 

 Middle class - well-to-do; 

 Upper middle and upper classes - wealthy. 
 
All maps can be enlarged to identify other 
significant details.  
 
Today, the results of Charles Booth’s work are 
available on the Charles Booth Online Archive 

at:  http://booth.lse.ac.uk.  The site provides access to the notebooks, maps and other materials 

and is particularly useful in identifying the location of ancestors’ addresses, when used in 
conjunction with the Census records for the period from 1891-1911.  
 

 

PERHAPS IN THE FUTURE OUR G.P.S. WILL KNOW EVERYTHING! 

Last week I felt uncomfortable driving into the Cemetery - the G.P.S. told me “you have 

reached your final destination! 

 

 

DO YOU REMEMBER MAJOR EVENTS AND HOW YOU REACTED? 

 
John Stephenson 

Most of us can recall with great detail, our sadness, or our joys, or our shocked thoughts, as 
well as where and what we were doing, upon hearing great news flashes, such as the 
assassination of President Kennedy, the landing of man on the moon, the death of Elvis Presley, 
etc. etc.  With modern communication systems prevalent in this day and age, the news is instant 
in relation to events occurring all over the world, and our thoughts and feelings often reflect 
the global attitudes and knowledge existing at that time. 
 
What were the reactions, I wondered, of my ancestors in earlier centuries, where news 
dissemination was reliant on the written word being transported halfway around the world on 
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sailing ships?  Their attitudes would have reflected the circumstances that were current when 
these ancestors left their home countries, or, if they were born in the colonies, they would not 
have been aware of life and conditions in faraway places. 
 
I have researched many great moments in history and recognised that the Coronation of Queen 
Victoria on Thursday 28 June 1838, was an amazing global event, but I wondered how my 
Jackson and Turner convict ancestors and the majority of the colonialists would have reacted 
on receiving the news.  
 
Kensington Palace and the House of Commons in London had been abuzz with preparations 
for the coronation of the young 18-year-old Princess Alexandra Victoria, (baptised with the 

name of her godfather Emperor Alexander of Russia and her mother Princess Victoria).  She 
was the only child of Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, and Princess Victoria Mary Louisa of 
Saxe-Colburg-Saalfeld of Bavaria.  Although the Duke was the 4th son and the 5th child of King 
George III’s fifteen children, his older brothers failed to bear legitimate heirs, resulting in the 
accession to the throne of his daughter. 
 
At the age of 16, the coronation appeared to Alexandra Victoria as a curious dream.  Her life 
leading up to this occasion was cramped with education, etiquette and elocution lessons and a 
life secluded away from all worldly dangers and perils. Above all, the young Alexandra 
Victoria was protected from the contaminating presence of men! In all, she appeared to have 
an unhappy childhood under her mother’s domination, in tune with that of a novice in a 
convent. 
 

The population in Britain appeared to be eagerly awaiting this tumultuous event, praying that 
their new Queen would bring some normality to the nation, following the rule of the old, obese, 
lunatic, King George III, and the corrupt, lavish lifestyle and lack of leadership, of her uncle, 
George IV. 
 
On 28th June 1838, a crowd estimated at over 400,000 gathered outside Westminster Abbey 
for the Coronation. The antique, intricate and endless coronation ceremony worked itself out 
as best it could, like a gigantic complex machine that was out of order. Victoria sat, walked, 
prayed and carried about an orb that was almost too heavy to hold; the Archbishop of 
Canterbury crushed a ring on the wrong finger causing excruciating pain; and old Lord Rolle, 
whilst doing homage, tripped up on his mantle and fell down the steps. 
 

Lord Greville noted: 
 
 “the various actors were very imperfect in their parts and had neglected to  rehearse 

them, resulting in continual difficulty and embarrassment, and the Queen never knew what to 

do next.”  

 
Whilst the crowds gathered outside the Cathedral cheering on their new Monarch, the general 
population in the Antipodes, and in the Colony of New South Wales, including my ancestors, 
went about their normal daily routines - convicts serving out their sentences usually in cruel 
circumstances, and free settlers tending their sheep and cattle and fending for their families – 
all unaware of the major event taking place in faraway England. 
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On Thursday 28th June 1838, the day of the Coronation, the Sydney Gazette and New South 

Wales Advertiser, provided the following announcement which was transcribed from ‘English 
Intelligence’ that had arrived on the ship Westminster. It was current up to 25th March 1838: 
 
 “The Coronation of Her Most Gracious Majesty is fixed for an early day in  August, 

 when it is expected not fewer than 20 to 25 Liberal Peers will be called to the 

 House of Lords. Four of five it is said, are connected with Ireland.” 

 

In the early days of the Colony, with the majority of the population being victims of a cruel 
and impoverished life in England, Ireland and Scotland, no doubt matters concerning the Royal 
family were far from their minds, 

 
However, based on the above report, those that did have an interest in the proceedings would 
know that they would have to wait till a ship arrived from England sometime in November or 
December, to learn more about the events regarding the Coronation. 
 
References:  

 Trove - Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 28 June 1838, p.2, 

 Lytton Strachey, The Illustrated Queen Victoria, First World Publishing, London 2013 

 Wikipedia 
 

 

AN IRISH LASS - MY FIRST FEMALE IN AUSTRALIA 

Kay Browne 

The Pyramus dropped anchor in Port Jackson on 14th December 1836. She was carrying 120 
female convicts from County Cork, Ireland, and with good weather had arrived in NSW after 
116 days at sea.  
 
According to the Surgeon Superintendent, Dr Obediah Pineo, most of the convicts were young 
and healthy. There were no epidemics like measles, and no sign of scurvy. In order to keep 
them healthy and to prevent the females from quarrelling, the Surgeon arranged for them to 
spend most of their time above, on deck, even eating their meals there. He also used chloride 
of lime and vinegar, alternately, in order to keep the women healthy.  
 
There were 31 children who had accompanied their mothers and they were encouraged to 
attend school. The young women were also taught the rudiments of education and Dr Pineo 
considered that most of them learnt rapidly comparing them favourably to the English female 

prisoners whom he had previously supervised. Of course, a large group of females often 
quarrel, and they were sometimes troublesome, but he mentioned that they were not as 
hardened as many English women who had been sent to the colony earlier.1 
 
Catherine Morrissey2 was one of those on board. She had been tried and convicted of stealing 
money in Cork and left Ireland on 23 August 1836. She was not totally free of sickness and 
was on the Surgeon’s list with nausea, but it only lasted four days and was probably due to 
rough seas.  
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What were her feelings when she arrived in Sydney? After weeks at sea Catherine probably 
felt relief that the perils of the sea were behind her and the discomfort of the voyage was over, 
but her future was yet an unknown. She would have seen a small town across the water, church 
spires, and some large buildings and two large windmills on the hill to the right. Did she see 
the beauty of the harbour? It is unlikely. She was probably busy preparing to go ashore. 
 
The ship anchored on 14 December 1836. A declaration was made the next day by the Colonial 
Secretary3 notifying people that the opportunity for obtaining female servants from the 
Pyramus was available, and that application had to be made by 22 December. Assignments 
were for at least a month otherwise there was a fine of 40 shillings. Catherine had been a 

nursemaid in Cork, so it is possible that she obtained work like this. The disembarkation of the 
passengers, however, did not occur until 26 December, Boxing Day. Christmas Day would 
surely have brought sad memories of her family and her life in Ireland. The warm summer’s 
day in Sydney would also have added to the memories of a chilly, cold Christmas back home, 
something she would never experience again. 
 
What happened to Catherine? In May 1838, Cornelius Normile had successfully applied for 
permission to marry her. He had his ticket of freedom4 (1833) whereas Catherine was still 
serving her time, so she was assigned to him. Cornelius had moved from Sydney to Yass, 
according to his place of abode given at the time of their marriage. 
They returned to the southern highlands settling at Norwood, Lake 
George, which lies between Goulburn and Canberra. It was here that 
they had their family of three daughters, Johanna, Mary and Bridget, 

born between 1839 and 1844. 
 
They farmed in the area at least until 1859 when Catherine died. Her 
death was caused by accidental strychnine poisoning, and as there 
was no recorded inquest, it appears that there was nothing unusual 
about the death. 
 
By the time of Catherine’s passing, her daughter Johanna had 
married Charles Tyler in 1857 in Goulburn, and they were living 
near Braidwood. Johanna had a daughter before her mother died but 
unfortunately this baby died in infancy.  
 

The photo of the bible, right, I believe was Catherine’s. It is an Irish Douay Bible published in 
1846. If it was not hers, then it belonged to her daughter Mary, as it has come down through 
the family. It is now in my safe keeping - a very precious family heirloom! 

 

1 Dr Obediah Pineo Surgeon’ diary. 
2 The spelling of Morrissey has many variations. An Irish person unable to read or write, Catherine’s name 

was interpreted and recorded often as, MORRISSY, MORRISSAY, MORISY and even MORRISON. The 
most common use is Morrissey. 

3 The Sydney Gazette 22 December 1836 
4 The Sydney Herald 27 May 1933 

 

 
1846 Bible – Photograph 

from Browne Family 

Collection 
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In The Home magazine in December 1928, there was an article about “The Distinctive 

Australian Christmas” which was experienced by many country folk, and possibly by the 
above families who lived in the NSW southern highlands and plains. The article reads: 

 “To find a distinctive Australian Christmas in the early days, one would have to leave 

 the city and go into the country. There the conditions permitted only an occasional 

 celebration, to be more enjoyed on that account. Mother and her daughter would be 

 busy for days ahead, particularly in the kitchen. The guests would arrive in bullock 

 drays or mounted on horseback or on bullocks. The spring dray was a luxury the future 

 still had in store. After a repast, which could only be described as ‘gargantuan’ the 

 ‘floor’ was cleared and dancing commenced. I have accented the word ‘floor’ because 

 there  was no floor as we know it. Earth beaten nearly to the consistency of concrete by 

 countless feet was the floor and an excellent dancing surface it made. To the strains of 

 the concertina or a fiddle, they danced quadrilles, and polkas and the varsoviana.” 

 

A SHEPHERD’S HUT 

Contributed by Rex Toomey 

“Most persons who have spent a night in a shepherd’s hut will readily call to mind the slab 
walls, the bark roof, the wide stone chimney, the pile of old sheep skins, the four or five shaggy 
dogs, the rude bedstead, the large ‘possum rug, the tin ware, the jack-knife, the cut damper, 

the fat in the pot, the billy simmering by the log fire, the rickety table, and the solitary block 
which serves as a seat for the shepherd, and all who may visit him. The interior of the 
shepherd’s hut can be as snug as a well-furnished cabin, and it can be as rough and bare as a 

badger-box.  When the shepherd turns his 
house into dog kennel, the place is often 
‘lively’, and a warning to visitors of fastidious 
tastes not to prolong their stay beyond their 
own convenience. Shepherds are a distinct 
class of servants, from either stockmen, or 
bullock drivers; inasmuch as they are nearly 
their own masters and believe so even if they 
are not. 

“A shepherd stands very much on his own 
dignity; he has sole charge; he is responsible 
at shearing time for the complement of sheep 
left in his charge 12 months before; he tells 
you that he knows every inch of his run, and 
the fences are kept secure by his industry. A 
shepherd, if he is an ‘old hand’, is wary of 

strangers, and he doesn’t open out all at once; his heart is not moved by a spirit of Universalism; 
there is not much world beyond his own boundary fences…”1 

1 Tribune (Hobart) 10 Nov 1877,p2. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article201732175, Trove accessed April2019 

 

 

 
 

Australian Shepherd’s Hut. From an original steel 
engraving by John Godfrey originally drawn by John 

Skinner Prout (1806-1876) for ‘Australian 

Illustrated’, published c.1874 
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MY TIME IN KATHERINE, NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Jan Grimmond 

Katherine is the traditional home of the Jawoyn, Warlpiri, Dagoman and Wardaman people. 
Scottish explorer John McDouall Stuart passed through the area in 1862 and is believed to 
have named it, Katherine, after the second daughter of pastoralist James Chambers.  

 

Katherine Telegraph Station was established in August 1872 and following the completion of 
the Overland Telegraph Line in late 1872, the town began with a small permanent population 
on the western side of the Katherine River. It is situated on the Stuart highway, 320 kms south 
west of Darwin. It has two seasons, wet and dry. The dry season is from April to October and 

the wet season is from October until March, with heavy rains, mainly in the afternoon. 
Humidity is high during the wet season - I have seen steam rise from the ground after rain! 

 
I worked in Katherine from 1977 to 1979 after I completed my 
Enrolled Nursing Certificate at Deniliquin Hospital in New 
South Wales. I had heard through a friend, whose sister was a 
Nursing Sister at Katherine Hospital, that they needed more 
nurses, so I applied and obtained a position there as a nurse.  
 
I flew from Melbourne to Katherine and was met at the airport 
by a Wardsman. We drove to the hospital and he directed me to 
the Matron’s office. I was introduced to Fran Wicks. She was 
so different from Matron Fee in Deniliquin. Fran was young, in 

her 40’s, tall and thin, and dressed in a lemon straight dress with 
a white collar, and very English. Matron Fee was an elderly 
lady who always wore a starched uniform with a veil. After a 
friendly conversation, Fran invited me to travel with her and a 
few others to church. Fran loved making pottery. She gave me 

a piece from her collection, which I still treasure. 
 
The hospital was two miles from the town, and yes, I did walk into town until the hospital clerk 
realized this and gave me lifts. The hospital was a modern single storey building that consisted 
of an Accident and Emergency Department, Maternity (Delivery Room) and Female Ward, a 
Male Ward, a Children’s Ward, an Operating Theatre and a small Central Sterilizing 
Department. The nurse’s quarters were fully furnished bed-sitter flats. 

 
The staff consisted of three Doctors, a Radiologist, a Pathologist and several Nurses. The 
Doctors were Dr. David Short, brother of nurse Janette Short, and Dr. Passed and his wife 
V.J. who were from India. Dr V.J. wore a sari to work and her husband had a passion for 
cricket, especially when India was playing. You could always find him in the Male Ward’s 
T.V. room during these times - we only had ABC T.V with black and white pictures. (On 1st 
April 1978, I walked from the hospital to Katherine Gorge, at night, to raise money to buy a 
Colour T.V. for the Children’s Ward.) 
  
The Nursing Staff consisted of Sister Joan McKay who was Deputy Matron and in charge of 
the Male Ward. Joan was a jolly big lady. She was a lovely Christian, who encouraged us to 

 
Jan Grimmond c 1978 – Photo 

from Grimmond Family 

Collection 
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pray for our patients. For years I corresponded with her but sadly last year her daughter 
informed me that she had passed away. Sister Scott was in charge of the Maternity and Female 
Ward. She was a small woman with red hair, and she was from Scotland, and there was a Sister 
in charge of the Operating Theatre who was from Malaysia, but I have forgotten her name. Her 
partner, who later became her husband, was the Pathologist. The Radiologist was from New 
Zealand. 
 
Being two miles from town, we socialized with ‘bring-and-share’ meals. You can imagine with 
all those different Nationalities, all the different food. I have never tasted a better curry than I 
did at Katherine! The staff even gave me a 21st Birthday party. Recently I was able to meet up 
again with Janelle Short who had been a Nurse at the hospital whilst I was there. She was 

amongst a group of Ballina ladies who visited our Salvation Army Women’s Home League. 
When I realized this, I gave her a hug! 
 
A great number of our patients were indigenous, and we had to be aware of their territorial 
groups when doing room allocations, for example, if patients from Daly River and the Adelaide 
River were put together, they would fight. Also, many of these patients were not accustomed 
to sleeping in beds with sheets. When dressed up in their brightly coloured hospital-supplied 
nighties or pyjamas, they would often camp under the bed, or sleep under the trees on blankets, 
where we would continue to treat them.  
 
These patients were from the bush and we had to teach them basic hygiene practices. Some 
children had never been given a wash, so we had to stand them in a shower and sponge them. 
Children came in with thick green mucus running from their noses and sticky eyes due to 

Sandy Blight, and many were malnourished. We treated them for head lice, and I have even 
seen live worms in their dirty nappies. While working in Children’s Ward I caught a terrible 
case of Claudia, which is like food poisoning but ten times worse. Matron Fran nursed me in 
my flat and gave me an orchid from her garden. 
 
Alcohol was a real problem amongst the indigenous patients. They fought each other resulting 
in injuries such as broken jaws. One patient was bitten by a snake and he brought a live snake 
to the Accident and Emergency Department! 
 
I became quite friendly with one of the patients in the Female Ward. She was a foster mum to 
a tribe of children and a lovely Christian lady. She introduced me to ‘Know-your-Bible’ classes 
and the Christian Women Communicating International (CWCI) Ministry. CWCI Safaris 

visited us and I met Jean Randon and Mrs Chambers. They invited me to worship at their 
church, the Baptist Church. I was one of the few white Australians there, with another lady, 
Ingrid Drysdale. 
 
Another patient was a German man called Zac. One night when he realized he was dying he 
asked me to read the 23rd Psalm whilst holding his hand. While I was reading to him, he passed 
way. I remember that night well as it was my 21st Birthday! 
 
The Katherine Gorge consists of thirteen gorges gouged out of the sandstone by the Katherine 
River 25 million years ago. Each gorge is separated by large piles of boulders, which prevent 
boats continuing up the whole of the carved out river. In the wet season the water level is 
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eighteen meters up the sandstone cliffs. In September 1978 Mum, Dad and my brother Daniel, 
hired a Hi Ace Camper Van and visited me in Katherine. While they were there, Dad and I 
walked the 13 gorges and we swam in the Katherine River.  
 
We now have a famous family saying - when Dad asked me “Are there any crocodiles in the 

river? My reply was Not many!” 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 The idea of Christmas is a very new concept for many Aboriginal people in remote areas 

of Australia. In many areas it has become an important time to come together and 

remember those who have passed away - it’s not about eating too much and it’s not 

about presents, it’s about the presence of lost loved ones. 

 Christmas rituals in east African countries such as Kenya and Uganda are also much 

more religious and less commercial than in western countries.  The most common gift 

is a new outfit to wear to church, and many people collect stones, leaves and other 

natural items, as Birthday presents for Jesus. Roasted goats are often the centre of the 

Christmas feast. 

 In December in South Africa locals feast on an unusual seasonal delicacy – the deep-

fried caterpillars of Emperor Moths! 

 And most people think of Japanese food, which centres around rice and seafood, as 

being healthy, so it may come as a surprise to know that family Christmas traditions in 

Japan include eating their big holiday meal at fast food giant KFC! 

 

 

TIM THE CAT -THE DAY HE ALMOST LOST ONE OF HIS NINE LIVES. 

       Enid Dawson 

 Poor Tim, our black cat, I am sure he didn’t mean to do anything wrong. 
 
I clearly remember that day, as it was the 29 June 1936, and it was my 
Birthday. Uncle Percy, Auntie Ada and cousin Ena, who lived on a dairy farm 

at Sherwood, just seven miles out of Kempsey, had come to our home to give 
me a Birthday present.  It was a lovely cup, saucer and plate with an autumn tone 
design on it.  I was so proud of such a gift, as it was just like the cups, saucers and 
plates that Mum used when we had visitors for afternoon tea. 
 
My gift was put on the large breakfast room table along with other gifts for all to admire. 
Suddenly, Whoosh…..! and something went flying through the air, followed by a CRASH 

and the sound of broken crockery.  Oh, all eyes were on the fallen object and there was my 
new Birthday cup, now in pieces on the floor. 
 
Who could have done such a dreadful thing?  But Uncle Percy had seen the culprit.  It was 
poor Tim, our cat!  He had come into the breakfast room (no screen doors on houses in those 
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days).  He had seen a praying mantis land on my cup, and quick as could be, he was on his 
hind legs and he made a swipe at the insect with his paw.  The mantis escaped but no such luck 
for my cup! 
 
Don’t ever tell me that a man in his sixties can’t run fast. Uncle Percy was OFF out the back 
door, chasing poor Tim right up our back yard.  I’m pleased Tim escaped his clutches as I am 
sure that would have been the end of Tim. 
 
I was very disappointed to see my new cup now in pieces.  When such things happened, I never 
cried.  I always stayed calm and never said a word. 
 

 

When life was simpler, it was easy to find a gift that was really 
appreciated – here’s a suggestion for Christmas giving from 
The Port Macquarie News December 1919 

 

And a gem’ from American 

Facebook, left, plus a 
Christmas message from The 

Port Macquarie News, 

December 22, 1888, below, 
still relevant in many ways, 
in 2019.     

 

 

 

“Merrie Christmas with all its traditional associations and rich remembrances, is once more at our 

doors. Not, as in England, do we, who are Australian by birth or adoption, celebrate this time-honored 

season. Instead of the ice and snow of the dear old land, we are surrounded by all the physical 

peculiarities of a torrid clime; but, accompanied with many blessings which our grand old parent-

land lacks, we have just as much reason to hail the advent of Christmas. Blest indeed is Australia. 

Remote from all those broils which embitter life and make man akin to the furies; the horrors of war 

have never plagued our quiet shores. Peace with her olive has been a perennial guest with us, and, 

whilst many parts of the earth have, during the past year, suffered from plagues and afflictions, 

calamity has passed us by as though unconscious of our existence. 

“Christmas! Season of mild mirthfulness and mellow jollity! Good times; beloved of all men when the 

twelve months’ wanderer by land or sea returns to the family circle, to rejoice for a while. Season 

when the fatted calf is killed, and the good gifts of Providence are plentifully known and appreciated. 

“A few days after this issue shall have greeted the eyes of our readers, the sacred period will be 

among the days that are no more” and the old year, decrepit and worn will have approached the end 

of his tether. That the gladness of the season may powerfully and happily affect our readers, we 

sincerely hope; and that the new year may dawn happily and continue prosperous is our sincere 

aspiration. We wish our readers the compliments of the Festive Season.”     
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THE DINA DIARY – NO 11 

                                    Using DNA to Break Down Brick Walls 

Ken Hunt 

Got a “brick wall or two in your family tree?   

The term is a convenient one describing an inability to find the ancestors of one or more people 
in your tree.1 This could be due to a number of factors such as being unable to locate them 
using traditional resources such as BMD records or a census.  But it could also be that a person 
has changed their name, been adopted (officially or unofficially), resulted from illegitimacy or 
a have a wrongly attributed parent (also known as Not the Parent Expected or NPE). 

Breaking down a family tree brick wall can be difficult if not downright impossible, but DNA 

testing may be able to help. 

Once you have done your test at Ancestry (my preferred company at this time), open accounts 
at My Heritage, GEDmatch and FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA) and upload your Ancestry raw 
DNA to each database. Louise Coakley provides clear instructions on how to do this in her 
blog called Genie1.2 

Uploading will do a number of things.  

Firstly, it means you are now swimming in more than one database “pool”.  While Ancestry 
may have the largest number of people who have tested, it was not the first.  FTDNA and 
GEDmatch may have many of the same people who tested at Ancestry, but there will be others 
who may now be deceased and had previously tested at FTDNA before Ancestry commenced 
business.  

Secondly, each of the three companies has features and tools that are not available in Ancestry 
and which in turn, can be used to analyse our matches, for example to help to identify whether 

a particular match is from the maternal or paternal side of the tree (this is called phasing). 

The next thing to do is to develop a profile.  

A profile involves finding out and recording as much as we can about the person we are 
interested in.  It also means asking the questions: who, what where and when?   

Questions should include: Where are the places and locations that our subject lived, worked or 
generally hung out?  Do we know of any relatives and any details about them?  Who were the 
person’s friends, associates, work colleagues, neighbours? 

Can we identify a time frame? – What else was happening at the time that would affect our 
subject person – wars, famine, diseases or mass immigration? 

Are there any resources that are available to me; such as copies of census, BMD information; 
Parish records, immigration lists? 

The fourth thing to do is to group our matches.   

If we can identify matches to known ancestors, then any cluster which cannot be phased may 
belong to descendants of our person of interest.  Grouping our matches can be done manually 
by looking at each match in turn and looking for the shared matches or matches in common.  
These can be saved to a spreadsheet and colour coded.  Diahan Southard provides a good 
overview (known as the Collins/Leeds Method) in her blog “Your DNA Guide”3   
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A more automated way of doing this is to use the 
Autoclustering tool developed by Evert-Jan Blom through his 
company Genetic Affairs.4  This essentially does the same as 
the Collins Leeds method, but faster and more visual – see 
diagram right. 

Once you believe that you have identified matches of the 
descendants of the ancestors of your target individual, then 
you can profile them too. Look at family trees of these 
matches – are there any common surnames or locations?  If 
there is not much information on these trees, then research 
them yourself.  Choose the closest match and, in a program such as Ancestry, use Blaine 

Bettinger’s concept of a “Quick and Dirty” tree by simply accepting all hints to quickly put a 
tree together.5  Take the oldest group on the tree back one generation from that of your match. 
For example, if the match is shown as a 2nd cousin the Most Recent Common Ancestor 
(MRCA) should be the Great Grandparents, but instead build the tree back one further 
generation to GG grandparents.  Don’t forget to make the tree Private and not Searchable as 
we don’t want others to copy what may be incorrect information.  Add other shared matches 
to the tree when you find how they are connected.   

A way of tagging these matches on the tree so that they can be found easily through a name 
search is to add “DNA Match” in the suffix box of the Quick edit screen and simply search for 
those words – see below. 

Once you have reached the level of GG grandparents as shown in the example above, then start 
building the tree forward from that ancestor up to the approximate time that your unidentified 
person was born.  Don’t forget to add as many children and siblings of the ancestors as you 
can find. 

Repeat this for other clusters if necessary.  You may be able to make a list of potential 
candidates for the unknown person using the information in the profile. You also may need to 
request confirmation DNA tests from descendants to narrow the task down.6 

Good Luck.

1 https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/stories-inspire-dead-ends-brick-wallssome-tips-tricks/?cid=bl-fsup-
8399 

2 https://genie1.com.au/how-to-download-your-raw-dna-data/ 
3 https://www.yourdnaguide.com/leeds-method 
4 https://www.geneticaffairs.com/index.html 
5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmOZXCxsqNU 
6 This procedure is based on “The Methodology” practiced by members of DNA Adoption:  

https://dnaadoption.org/first-timers/ 
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THE COMPUTER CORNER NUMBER 57 

(Information for Family Historians using Computers) 

 
Rex Toomey 

Simple Computer Cable Tricks 

 
Here are two tricks that are worth considering and provide an 
additional recycling benefit. They involve cardboard tubes from 
empty hand towel or aluminium foil paper rolls together with 
several of those ‘pesky’ plastic bread bag tags! 

 
#1 Cable Tidy 

This trick is especially useful for owners of laptop computers. Opening a laptop bag can often 
result in the discovery of the mouse and two power cables all tangled together! This trick 
involves a solid cardboard tube (NOT a toilet paper roll) and cutting it into a short piece around 
three inches (80cm) long. The mouse cable is then folded into one end of the tube. Voila! The 
mouse cable is stored neatly away and untangled from any other nearby cables.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
#2 Cable Tagging 

Most desktop computers have several cables attached for devices such as mouse, keyboard and 
printer. Over time, the identification of these cables can be problematic, especially if a specific 
device needs to be unplugged. An ideal solution to knowing which device is using which cable 
is to ‘tag’ the cables. An adhesive paper tag could be used but a possible better solution is to 
use bread bag tags. 
 
In the accompanying image, a series of bread bag 
tags have been selected and the device name written 
on the tags using a black permanent ink pen. In this 

case, the Zig Photo Signature pen was used because 
it has a fine point and is definitely indelible! 

 
In the final image, all the cables have been ‘tagged’ so 
that there will never be any doubt as to which device 
relates to which cable! 
 
Hopefully, these tips will be of some assistance when 
using the computer to further your family history 
research.  
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

 Renewals New Members* 

 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 
30th June 

1st Jan to 
30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 

editions—November, 

February, May, August 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year. 

*Includes a one-off $5.00 joining fee. 
 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20 and will include a 
list of records used, entry into Footsteps (where appropriate) and suggestions regarding other 
resources. There may be an additional fee for further research.  

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 
include as many details as possible about the person/family and any other relevant information 
including sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire via mail and include a business 
size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie 

NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 
provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 
miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 
are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 
now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history – local, Australian and overseas – is available for 
members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 

volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 
break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library in the 
Technology Room, from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after the General Meeting. The topic 
will be advertised in the latest InfoEmail and at the most recent General Meeting. The 
discussion is followed by general family history assistance. Afternoon tea is available. Bring 

your laptop if you have one, but it is not essential as there are a number of computers available 
in the Technology Room.  
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 

Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Tile Tales; Stories behind the names on the front wall of the 

Port Macquarie Swimming Pool, 752 pages, hard cover 
$60 $60 2kg 

Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie – Hastings 

Full colour, 224 pages (glove box sized) 

$27 $30 425g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 

Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  

(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  

1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 

1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$8 $10 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  

(CD-ROM in colour) 
$17 $20 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 

1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 
$8 $10 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 

Images (CD-ROM) 
$8 $10 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 

Up to 250g (Large letter) $5 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter/Package) $10  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $18 Holds several books 

 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 
books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 
overseas rates, please contact the Secretary.  To collect items instead of paying postage, please 
also contact the Secretary (see telephone number on page 2).  

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au – please complete the order form and send 
with your payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444. 

Cheques and money orders should be made payable to Port Macquarie & Districts Family 
History Society Inc. or alternatively, send an email to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au to obtain the 
Society’s banking details, and direct deposit reference, in order to pay by direct deposit via the 

internet. Pre-payment is required; however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced. 
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 

 
PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 
Mobile: 0475 132 804 

 

 

Our Research Home 
 

Local Studies/Family History Room 
Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 
 

Our Meeting Room 
 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 
Gordon Street 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 
 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with: 
 

Royal Australian Historical Society 
Parramatta Female Factory Friends 

Australian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc.  

NSW & ACT Association 
of Family History Societies Inc. 
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