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Hi DiNAs and welcome to the latest in a series of weekly blogs about things DNA while we are in 
lockdown. 

GRO Marriage Locator 

I am part-way through the final book by Hilary Mantel in the Wolf Hall trilogy and was 
fascinated to recently read that her protagonist Thomas Cromwell originated those wonderful 
Parish Records that often provide us with lots of family history information.  A quote from Online 
Parish Clerk tells us that:  

Parish Registers were instigated by Thomas Cromwell from 1538 in the reign of 
Henry VIII, recording every wedding, baptism and burial. There are gaps in the 
records for a variety of reasons, such as the civil war, but these records are a 
prime source for building family trees. From 1597 a copy of the records had to 
be made and sent to the Bishop. Sometimes the Bishops' Transcript may 
contain more information than the original, so it can often be worthwhile 
tracking down both.1 

Those of us who use FreeBMD would be aware that over the years a lot of volunteers 
transcribed the original birth, marriage and death documents from England and Wales between 
September 1837 and 1992.  In general terms, transcribing has been completed to about 1983, with 
the final 10 years currently ongoing. 

Based on the success of FreeBMD, another project called Marriage Locator is also using 
volunteers to identify which church would have been used by our ancestors. As the site quotes: 

This website enables you to interpret the Marriage Index created by the General 
Register Office for England and Wales. By using it you can determine where 
your ancestors were married - not just which Registration District, but which 
church!2 

Armed with this information we can locate the church records either on line or from the 
appropriate County Record Office and look at the actual Marriage Register that was signed and 
witnessed by our ancestors. 

There is a caveat of course – not all districts have yet been transcribed.  On their “Principles” 
page they write: 

 Because this project started with a particular focus towards the 
East End of London, coverage was originally richest for the RDs of 
Stepney, Mile End, St George in the East, Whitechapel, and 
Shoreditch for the years 1837 to 1911. However, [while] our 
volunteers have contributed plentiful data from other areas, [some] 
coverage can still be patchy ... but is increasing.3 

So I decided to try it out.  The first name was one that I knew was born and had lived in Essex 
near London.  I inserted the usual details obtained from FreeBMD and did the search. The results 
were very interesting: 

                                                      
1
 https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/parish  

2
 http://www.marriage-locator.co.uk/  

3
 http://www.marriage-locator.co.uk/principles.html  
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Marriage Locator suggested that the church I was seeking was All Saints in West 
Ham, Essex.  I first checked with Ancestry through their copies of the Essex, England, 
Church of England Marriages, 1754-1935 and that proved positive although 
unfortunately there was no image available of the record at Ancestry but it did have a 
transcript of the record.  And there it is; All Saints Church in Essex and showing the 

name of the bride’s father as well as the spouse.  To get a copy of the microfiche 
record costs £2.99 (AU$5.48) from the Essex Records Office and that can be obtained 
by clicking on the link “View image at Essex Archives Online” shown above.  Making a 
payment using a card means a copy of the record is immediately emailed – which is 
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cheaper, faster and at least as detailed as buying the marriage certificate through the 
UK GRO.  

For my second try I already had the marriage certificate which I’d purchased 
previously from Essex Archives.  The results came back giving me a choice of two 

churches which included Walthamstow, St Michael and All Angels which was the one 
in which the couple had married.  As you can see from the image, there’s a lot  

 

of information provided including original signatures. 

My third attempt was a complete write-off.  I was looking for the marriage of my 
parents in Cheshire, England in 1944.  The church that the search presumed they were 

married in was identified as being between Northwich and Birkenhead – a distance of 
almost 60km.  In fact their church was at St Marks the Evangelist, New Ferry, Cheshire 
– but no churches are named in the search results. 
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So Marriage Locator is a work in progress and I similarly recall using FreeBMD a few 
years ago and how frustrating it was not being able to find records because they had 
yet to be transcribed.  Give it a few years though and this resource could be a ripper. 

Blogs: Guild of One Name Studies: Marriage Locator – Marriage Locator - the 
principles 

 Guild of One Name Studies: Marriage Locator – Cracking the code of the 
GRO Marriage Index  

Lindsay International Project – DNA talk 
On Tuesday 8 September between 7-8pm AEST Chris Lindesay a long-standing 

member of the Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra, will be presenting a FREE 
GoToMeeting talk on the use of DNA and the Lindsay International Surname DNA 
Project.  It is open to the members of DNA Support Groups like ours from Australia and 
New Zealand.  There is no pre-booking but numbers are limited to the first 150 to 
“grab a seat” on the evening.  Chris Lindesay writes: 

This presentation introduces the Lindsay International Project, 
and discusses the differences among and genealogical uses of three 
DNA tests: autosomal, mitochondrial, and Y-chromosome. The 
advantages of the Y-111 and Y-700 marker tests are a particular 
focus. Current genealogical research based on next generation 
sequencing is highlighted; this technique identifies mutations (SNPs) 
which, when shared with one or more other participants, can quite 
accurately date when their most recent common ancestor (MRCA) 
lived.  Generic lessons from two contrasting case studies could be 
adapted to your own DNA research. 

I have attached a pdf file to this newsletter outlining how to join this meeting and 
the cv for Mr. Lindesay. 

More from Margaret O’Brien 

This week, Margaret O’Brien is writing about Ancestry ThruLines and gives us some 
tips on how to use this tool effectively.  I don’t regularly use ThruLines – perhaps I 
should – but I do know that they complement the shared matches and common 
ancestor hints which is where I usually stumble across them.   

Unlike Margaret who claims to only have a handful of ThruLines, out of all my 166 
direct ancestors shown, I have about 50 potential ancestors that Ancestry has assigned 
me and most of them I have yet to look at.  I must admit that ThruLines frustrates me 
when I receive one that is recommended because it is in someone’s tree but doesn’t 
have any records attached to back it up.  Still, maybe I should be using them more. 

Further reading and information 

Blogs: Data Mining DNA: Margaret O’Brien – Twelve Tips for Using Ancestry 
ThruLines 

 

  

http://www.marriage-locator.co.uk/principles.html
http://www.marriage-locator.co.uk/principles.html
http://www.marriage-locator.co.uk/
http://www.marriage-locator.co.uk/
https://www.dataminingdna.com/twelve-tips-for-using-ancestry-thrulines/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=strategies_and_tips_for_using_thrulines&utm_term=2020-08-24
https://www.dataminingdna.com/twelve-tips-for-using-ancestry-thrulines/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=strategies_and_tips_for_using_thrulines&utm_term=2020-08-24
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Members’ Tips & Tricks 

This is an area for you to tell us something that you have discovered 
– a tip, a hint, a suggestion, some advice or recommendation that has 
helped you and that you would like to pass on to our members.  Email 
your MT2s to me. 

mailto:ken@winhunter.com

