< foolsteps . ©
S éfﬁé

Journal of the Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society
ISSN 1832-9803

m* Port Macquarie & Districts
Family History Society Inc.

a
A i l‘ - I "..5

-~ 1985- 202




Society Organisation and Contacts

Executive Committee Support Committee
President: Diane Gillespie Janet Brown, Bernice Darby, Michelle Kilburn,
Vice-President: Sue Brindley Karen Quinn, Rex Toomey

Treasurer: Clive Smith
Secretary: Jennifer Mullin

40th Birthday Committee

Bernice Darby, Narelle Milligan, Jennifer Mullin, Karen Quinn

Areas of Responsibility ~ 2024-2025

Acquisitions/Archives: Clive Smith Museum Heritage Group: Diane Gillespie

Find a Grave: Carol Smallman NSW & ACT Association, Delegate: Clive Smith
Footsteps Journal: Leonie Hiles / Anne Powell Public Officer: Clive Smith

General Meetings Roster: Joy Wignall Publicity/Facebook: Karen Quinn / Pauline Every
InfoEmail: Diane Gillespie / Jennifer Mullin Research Coordinator: Peter Day

Journals: Sue Brindley Ryerson Index Transcribers: Lis Hannelly /
Library Assistant: Pauline Hincksman / Bernice Darby Kay Browne

Library Roster: Janet Brown Social Coordinator: Bernice Darby
Membership: Jennifer Mullin / Sue Brindley Website: Rex Toomey

Minutes: Jennifer Mullin Welfare: Diane Gillespie

Support Groups

Ancestry/Family Tree Maker Group: Sue Brindley FamilySearch Group: Robyn Denley

Convict Studies Group: Clive Smith Research Support Group: Clive Smith

DNA Support Group: Pauline Every Writers’ Group: Diane Gillespie

Current Project Coordinators
Port Macquarie Rate Books: Rex Toomey Indexing of Footsteps: Anne Powell
Port Macquarie People: Rex Toomey

Life members: Terry Browne, Kay Browne

Contacts Port Macquarie & Districts Family History

President: president@pmdfhs.org.au Society is affiliated with:

Secretary: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au A . . S _
’ ustralian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc
0475 132 804. y TSIy Lrg

Editor: editor@pmdths.org.au NSW & ACT Association of F?mily History Societies Inc
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 Parramatta Female Factory Friends
www.pmdfhs.org.au Royal Australian Historical Society

Society of Australian Genealogists

Research Home

Local Studies/Family History Room
Port Macquarie-Hastings Library

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets m* - S
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 POI‘t_ chquarle .& Districts

Family History Society Inc.
Meeting Room Society’s objectives :

CC MacAdams Music Centre To assist and promote family history

Gordon Street, Port Macquarie NSW 2444
(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool
and Players Theatre)

Footsteps 175 2 May 2025



president@pmdfhs.org.au
secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
editor@pmdfhs.org.au
www.pmdfhs.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064620074656

Contents

Articles
The Trial of Jeremiah Toomey — Imagined — Rex Toomey ..................ccoeeevueeecrveenveeecrnnanen. 6
Valé Wendy JUNE ANSOM ...........cccuiiiiiiiiiieeiiie et eeieeesteeeiteesbeeesaaeesaeeesebeesnsaeessseeesseesnseesnnseas 8
Ann’s Regrets — Lyndall INAIFR ...................ccouveeeeiuieeeecieee et e e e e e ae e e e eaaee s 9
Hastings Home HOSPICE INC......cccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee ettt e 10
Celebrating 40 Years. The Second Decade: 1995-2004 .............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee 11-18
Charles Beasley’s Day in Court — Pam Moodie .......................ccccoeeeueeeeiceeeeeciieeeecieeeesveenn 19
Valé OIwen MENEILL..........oooiiii ettt ettt e e eea 20
An extract from Order in the Streets: The Memoirs of Chief Inspector James Cottrill —

POICT DIAY ...ttt e e e e et e e e e et aae e e e nraees 21
Regular Items
Society Organisation and CONLACES .........ccccuiieiiiiiiieeiiie et e et ee e et ee e e ereeeeeereeeeeaenas 2
ATEaS OF RESPONSIDIIILY ....uviiiiiiiiiieiiie ettt e et e et e e e ere e e e e eaeeeesasaee s 3
COVEE PROTO ...ttt ettt e e ettt e e e eta e e e esaaeeeesssseeeessseeesssseeessssaaeansseaannns 3
INEW MEIMDETS ...ttt ettt et e ettt e et e et e e st e e sabee e e bt e eateesnseeennseeennee 3
President’s TWo Cents” WOTth ........coouuiiiiiiiiiii e 4
From the EdITOT.......coiiiiiii ettt ettt e e s 5
Recent Library ACCESSIONS......uuiiieiiieeeeiiieeeriieeeeitteeeeieeeeerteeestreeessnseeesanssaeeenssseessnnseessnsnnees 25
F00t5teps CONITDULIONS ......vviiiiiieeiiieeiieeeiee e et stee et eeteeessbeeetbeesbeeessseessseesnseeensseeansnens 26
Hints fOr WITtING ATEICIES. ...cccuviiiiieeiie ettt ettt et e e e e eaeeesnseeennneeens 26
MeEMDBET BENETILS...c...iiiiiiiiiiiiece et 27
Publications fOT SAlE .....cccuuiiiiiiiiiieee et et et a e e e nnes 28

Cover Photo

1995 Hastings Mayor, Cr Ray Cooper with members of the
48t Regiment of Foot and the Town Crier.

Photographed in Westport Park at the official opening of the
1995 NSW Family History Societies State Conference,
16-18 September 1995.

Hosted by Hastings Valley Family History Group and held at
Westport Bowling Club.

Photo from photo album donated to the Society by Kay and
Terry Browne in July 2005: '1985-2005 Port Macquarie &
Districts Family History Society Inc. Celebrating 20 Years'.

New Members

We hope you enjoy your association with our Society and that you will benefit from the resources,
meetings and workshops that are available.

A warm welcome is extended to:

Deb Carmichael, Port Macquarie Diane Ritchie, Port Macquarie
Kerry Fox, Riverside Tammy Scott, Kendall
Peter Keeda, Zetland Donna Sheedy, Lake Cathie

Peter Lound, King Creek
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President’s Two Cents’ Worth

It is said that grief is a journey, a solitary journey that ebbs and flows following
the passing of a loved one. I am so proud to be a member of Port Macquarie &
Districts Family History Society, and I would like to thank the members of our
Society for the support, expressions of love and comfort that have enveloped
me in the past few months. It is making the solitary journey so much more
bearable. I am also appreciative of the support that has come from the wider
family history community.

As I reflect on our Society’s 40-year history and peruse the centre pages of
Footsteps 1 am mindful of the dozens of men and women who have been actively
involved in supporting the Society over the years. Being part of the Society as
I have been for over twelve years has also returned to me the benefits of the
support from others in this strong community of family history members.

Our hard-working committee is planning our 40" celebration luncheon which
will be held at the Port Macquarie Racecourse on 28 June. We look forward to
meeting current and past members to celebrate the many accomplishments we,
as a Society, have achieved. Bookings and payment can be made online on our
website.

As part of our celebratory year, members attending our general meetings have
received a small gift. We have received biscuits in February, a bookmark for
March, and a sprig of rosemary in honour of Anzac Day for April. The gifts
have been a splendid surprise, and it will be interesting to see what the rest of
the year may bring.

To further celebrate this year our journal Footsteps has been printed in colour.
We hope you enjoy your souvenir copy.

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is currently conducting a
4-week Beginners’ Course that is proving very popular. The course is being
conducted as part of our contribution towards Heritage Week. My thanks go to
Sue Brindley, Dawn Stephens, Karen Quinn and Jennifer Mullin, who have
been sharing their experience with the eager beginners.

We are also planning a ‘road trip’ to Museums of NSW (State Archives) in early
August. If you would like to be part of the road trip, to explore the Archives with
other knowledgeable researchers, please contact me at president@pmdths.org.au as
places are filling quickly. It will be a 3-day visit, leaving early Tuesday morning and
returning Thursday afternoon. Accommodation has been booked for participants.

I look forward to meeting you at one of our many events.

C=23
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From the Editor

Celebrating

40 years

The centre pages of this second edition of Footsteps for 2025 are devoted to
celebrating the second decade of our society — 1995 to 2004. Capturing key
moments and achievements, we have used information from Footsteps editions
and minutes of meetings of that time period.

Designed as a pull-out section, the centre pages of each edition for this year
may be saved as a memento of our PMDFHS. I hope you enjoy reading about
our Society’s achievements over these years.

There’s an art to writing a non-boring family history story. Our Writers’ Group,
which meets at the library on the 1 Monday afternoon of each month, aims to
encourage and inspire members to present their work in creative ways.

For example, our group recently discussed, ‘Who’s telling the story’ — maybe
not a narrator, but the main character — and to incorporate dialogue using
language and colloquialisms of the day to bring the character to life.

Further, our character can describe their feelings and emotions through not only
their dialogue but through their senses — what they hear, see, smell, touch and
taste.

In this month’s theme of ‘Crime and Punishment’, Pam Moodie and Rex
Toomey each bring to the reader the drama and intensity of their characters’
court room trials; and in Lyndall Nairn’s story we find ourselves sharing Ann’s
heart-rending experience of being in prison with her baby and young son.

Peter Day, together with the assistance of Al, takes an unusual and exceptionally
creative approach to the telling of his story. Using a fictional memoir as the
basis of relating his story, his chief inspector in charge of the investigation of
the crime narrates the story.

This is interspersed with comments from a fictional professor as the editor.
Peter uses this method to then promote his thoughtful message and his purpose
of drawing the reader’s attention to .... Well? Please, read on ....

Thank you to all those writers who have contributed to this edition.

C=3
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The Trial of Jeremiah Toomey —
Imagined

(Based on newspaper reports)
Rex Toomey

It was just after 9 o’clock in the morning, when Jeremiah Toomey was shuffled into the courtroom
of the Cork City Criminal Court of Assizes. The courtroom, known as ‘The King’s Castle’, was
not very large, having been built over 150 years before of Portland Stone, with the front entrance
supported by Doric columns.

Jeremiah was relieved to know that his case was finally going to be heard. He was there with
four other defendants: William Wilson, Timothy Buckley and the Connell brothers, Cornelius and
Patrick Connell. They had all been charged with the same offence of the crime of ‘coining’, that is,
forgery of legal tender coins.

The past three and a half months since his arrest had been miserable for Jeremiah. He had been
locked away in gaol since before Christmas 1823. During that winter it had been most depressing,
and the cold, cramped cell with a tiny window, gave little opportunity to exercise. He had not heard
from any of his family despite having written them several letters. He felt that apart from the others
arrested at the same time, he was on his own.

But now Jeremiah had to be patient whilst other criminal cases were heard first. It was during this
time, he took the opportunity to look around the courtroom and noticed the presiding Justice, Mr
Serjeant Lefroy. He was sitting behind a desk on a raised platform, lording over the proceedings,
with the Grand Jury off to one side, seated in rows of their assigned box. The courtroom was now
becoming quite warm as it was spring. He could also see family members of other defendants
gathered in the galleries. Some of the ladies were fanning themselves because it had become quite
stuffy with so many people crowded into such a
small area.

As he waited, the courtroom heard the case of Mary
Leonard accused of stealing various articles of
wearing apparel. She was acquitted. Next, Denis
Horogan and James Graham were charged with
stealing calfskins. They were both found guilty,
and because Horogan was a previous offender, he
was sentenced to be transported. Jeremiah winced
at the sentence and hoped that he would not suffer
the same fate. Finally, it was time for Jeremiah’s
case to be heard.

At last, the prosecutor, Captain William White,
stood up and read out his statement. It described
how he had been given information about a certain
o house at Sunday’s Well, which is a suburb situated

Mr Sergeant Lefroy, by William Henry Mote. Lefroy, ] )
Thomas. Memoir of Chief Justice Lefroy, in the northwest of the city on the northern bank of

Dublin: Hodges and Foster, 1871. the River Lee. At about 11 o’clock on the night of
Public Domain, Wikipedia Commons.
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19 December 1823, he said he went to this house accompanied by a party of soldiers and four peace
officers. Upon entering the house, two persons came down the stairs. The first person escaped, and
the other was detained. He then proceeded up the stairs to a room and saw the prisoners, Toomey
and Connell. He continued by saying there was a lit furnace, and a crucible lay on it. There were
various coining implements in the room, and several coins strewn about the floor. He said Toomey
seized the crucible and broke it saying, ‘There, now I am satisfied’. When he searched the prisoners,
he said there were a few ‘bad’ coins found on their person. In addition, he also found good money
in their possession, covered with clay, as if it had been used in a mould.

The next witness was Robert Southwell, a peace officer. He said he had accompanied the other
witnesses and Captain White into the room. He continued by saying Toomey endeavoured to
escape by breaking a window sash, but he had prevented him leaving and took him into custody.

Next, Mr Hartness, the Assay Master from the Bank of Ireland, was called up. He examined the
coins which were bank tokens each with a face value of two shillings and six pence. He said he
found that they were all counterfeit. He also said, many of those in the horde appeared to have stuck
in the mould and were imperfect. Many were partly finished but a few were in a passable state. He
also stated that the materials produced in the court were those commonly used by coiners.

By now Jeremiah was getting somewhat agitated and concerned. He knew that forgery was often
considered to be high treason and as such, a capital offence, meaning the death penalty. He also
hoped that the two character witnesses being called would help his case. These witnesses were John
Toomey and Jeremiah Moloney, but they were unable to provide any exonerating evidence.

Now Jeremiah had a very anxious few minutes to wait whilst the jury considered the evidence
presented before them, and shortly after they made their deliberation. Whilst they had no doubt
about the guilt of Jeremiah Toomey and the Connell brothers, Cornelius and Patrick, there was
some doubt about William Wilson and Timothy Buckley, who were acquitted.

Jeremiah anxiously looked towards the presiding Justice, Mr Serjeant Lefroy. The Justice
commenced by observing the mischievous effect of the offence of which all three had been found
guilty. He then passed a sentence that they all be transported to New South Wales for seven years.

The three prisoners were then led out of the courthouse and returned to the gaolhouse. Unfortunately
for Jeremiah, he now had to spend the next five months cooped up in that small gaol cell, before a
convict transport ship became available. During this time, he could do nothing more than wait and
hope for the best. Finally, he was placed aboard the convict ship, Ann and Amelia, which departed
the Cove of Cork on 8 September 1824, bound for Sydney with two hundred other male prisoners.

Authors note: There are many spelling versions of Toomey in the surviving records. For this
article, I have opted for the spelling which my branch of Jeremiah Toomey’s family has used over
the past 150 years.

The arrest, trial and sentence of my 2x great-grandfather, the convict Jeremiah Toomey, appears in the
Cork Morning Post on the following dates — 2 December 1823, p3a; 12 April 1824, plcd; 19 April 1824, plb. This
newspaper has not yet been digitised by FindMyPast; however, I was able to locate a microfilm copy at the National
Library of Australia in Canberra many years ago. A recent check of the NLA catalogue revealed it is still available
and covers the years 1822-1825.

C=23
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Vale Wendy June Anson

(9 Jun 1943-2 Jan 2025)

We are saddened to share that our member and good friend of our
Society, Wendy June Anson, passed away unexpectedly on 2 January
2025. Wendy was an enthusiastic and valued member of our Society,
having joined in 2000. She served on the Executive Committee as
Secretary for six terms (2005-2007, 2012-2016) as well as serving
three terms as Minutes and Assistant Secretary (2009-2012). Over
the years, she also took on many other roles in the Society.

As a former teacher and school librarian, Wendy’s skills were
incredibly useful. She enjoyed helping people research their
ancestors and was a member of both the Research Support Group
and Training Development Group. From 2013-2017, Wendy was
Research Co-ordinator, dealing with research enquiries herself or
sending them on to the Research Team.

Wendy was an exceptionally organised person and took great pride
in preparing the volunteer roster for the Port Macquarie Library
from 2010-2014. She also developed a system of accessioning Wendy Anson

new resources using coloured labels to help locate them more

easily on the library shelves. Wendy served as Journals Librarian for several years and contributed
many articles to our Footsteps Journal on a wide range of topics. She also played a key role as a
proofreader for our Harvesting the Hastings publication.

Wendy’s organisational skills were invaluable when she served on various sub-committees and
working groups including:

2005 Heritage Festival

2008-09 Cemetery Sub-committee

2011 and 2013 Family History Fairs

2012-13 Co-ordinator of the outreach ‘Ask Granny’ program

2015 Family History Conference.

Outside of her family history activities, Wendy was a dedicated carer for her disabled son, Derek,
supporting him through all his highs and lows until his passing in October 2021, aged 53.

After this, and encouraged by her daughter, Fleur, who lives in Sydney and visited often, Wendy
resumed her artwork joining the Hastings Valley Fine Arts Society. She enjoyed exhibiting her
watercolours and pastel works at many Port Macquarie and Hastings locations. Wendy also had a
passion for photography, especially capturing images of the native garden created and maintained
by Rob Anson. This created a special environment filled with eucalypt trees and frequent koala
visitors, which Wendy loved to photograph.

To Wendy’s husband, Rob, daughter, Fleur, and her beloved Devon Rex cat, Amaya, we extend our
heartfelt sympathy.

=3
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Ann’s Regrets
Lyndall Nairn
Parramatta Gaol, 11:00 pm, 5 June 1856.
‘Can’t you shut that baby up?’ Ann’s cell mate complained.

‘I don’t have any milk,” Ann replied. Not surprising, given the trauma of their trial yesterday and
the rough treatment they had experienced today while being transported from Darlinghurst to
Parramatta. Baby Stevie continued whimpering. Ann reached for the water bucket, hoping that if
she drank something, she might produce some milk. The water didn’t taste anywhere near as good
as the beer she had been drinking before they were arrested.

Ah, it had all seemed so obvious then. Their plan had been to leave Van Diemen’s Land and all their
convict experience behind, to come to Sydney and start life anew. Then on the ship, they had met
that silly old git Jim Hunt, who had been bragging about his life savings. It had been easy to team
up with other passengers, arrange to meet Jim in a pub in Sydney, get him drunk and then relieve
him of some of those savings. But it was probably the demon drink that did them in. What on earth
was Sue thinking when she divided up the money on the street outside the pub? She must have
been sloshed not to realise that other people would have noticed what she was doing. Certainly,
the Proctors, the boarding house owners, cottoned on when the fellas carried Jim into the parlour
where he passed out. Then they offered to stash the loot for us for a cut. ‘Ah, yes!” Ann thought.
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Plan of Parramatta Gaol attached to the ‘Report of the Select Committee on the Public Prisons of Sydney &
Cumberland’, 1861. https://ww.joseflebovicgallery.com Inset shows detail of wing for females.

Footsteps 175 9 May 2025




‘Elizabeth Proctor put on a good act in court yesterday, claiming she had nothing to do with our
gang. Self-righteous cow! Well, she got her just desserts because her sentence is the same as mine
and Sue’s.’

Ann glanced down at her two sons. Although the cell was dark, she could tell by their regular
breathing that they were both now sleeping. How would she, Baby Stevie, and four-year-old George
survive the next two years? Thank heavens, George was small for his age, so the guards had let her
keep him with her, but she would have to ask her brother in Mudgee to look after them while she
served her sentence.

Ann sighed. ‘It’s all such a mess! So much for our new lives. I can’t depend on Steve to get us out
of this hell-hole because his sentence is three years longer than mine.” Ann shifted her position on
the hard bench and pulled the sorry excuse for a blanket around her. Would she be able to send a
message to Steve? Would he forgive her for suggesting the crazy plan in the first place? Usually, he
was so careful about avoiding trouble, but this time he had gotten really drunk and then fought with
his mates and the Proctors. That’s when everything went wrong.

Yes, it was certainly the grog that had done them in. No more drinking for her for the next two
years, so she’d better just get used to the water.

Note

Stephen Hammond (1820-?) and Ann Perry (1830-1879) are my great-great grandparents. They were both
convicted in England and served sentences in Van Diemen’s Land. They married in Evandale, Van Diemen’s Land
in May 1852. They had two sons before obtaining their Certificates of Freedom and travelling from Launceston to
Sydney on the Lizzie Webber in April 1856. Shortly after arriving in Sydney, they committed the crime described in
this story. Ann was sentenced to two years, which she served in Parramatta Gaol, and Stephen was sentenced to five
years, which he served on Cockatoo Island.

References

Museums of History NSW — State Archives Collection. Gaol Description and Entrance Books, Parramatta Gaol,
1818-1930; 4/6536, Roll 176. [Ancestry.com].

Trove: ‘Central Criminal Court.’ (1856, 5 June). Sydney Morning Herald, p.5. Retrieved 28 Jan 2025 from
http://nla.gov.au.

=
Hastings Home Hospice Inc

The charity we are supporting this year is Hastings Home Hospice Inc.

This voluntary organisation works with the Palliative Care Unit and the Wauchope District Hospital,
and it offers families the option of palliative care in their own home and in the Port Macquarie
Hospital.

They supply equipment and financial assistance to people of all ages and backgrounds with life-
threatening illnesses and their carers and families.

Donations have been collected from our afternoon tea money at our March and April general
meetings.

C=3
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Celebrating

40 years

The Second Decade: 19952004

SPECIAL EVENTS

1995 State Conference

Our society hosted the Annual State Conference of the NSW Association of Family History Societies
at Westport Bowling Club on 16, 17 and 18 September 1995. Officially opening the Conference
was Alderman Ray Cooper in his mayoral robes. He was accompanied by members of the 48"
Regiment of Foot colourfully garbed in traditional soldiers’ uniforms and the Town Crier, also
in traditional attire. The theme was Port Macquarie Place of Banishment. Nick Vine Hall was
a keynote speaker and sponsors were the NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies,
Hastings Credit Union, and Eastern Australia Airlines. As reported in the Summer 1995 edition of
Footsteps, there were 207 registrants from 34 different societies represented.

Seminars

Sixty people attended a seminar at the Port Macquarie City Bowling Club Conference Room in
May 2001 when Lady Mary Teviot, President of the Federation of Family History Societies in
the UK, visited. President, Dorothy Hopkins, wrote in the subsequent Footsteps, ‘An excellent
speaker, very knowledgeable, with style and wit that made the day fly by (unfortunately)’.

Our Society celebrated Heritage Week in September 2001. Displays at the library included
photography through time, and invitations to visitors to discover the lives of families included in
the ‘Adopt-a-Port Macquarian Project’. A cemetery walk through old Port Macquarie Cemetery
conducted by Richard Grimmond was also organised.

In April 2002, the seminar, ‘Searching for a Soldier’, concentrated on Army records in Australia
with information on the RAAF and RAN, colonial records, and life as a child in WWII Britain.

As part of Heritage Week in September 2002, a seminar was held at the Lions Club Hall in Hastings
River Drive. Called ‘Changing Landscapes’, the seminar included topics of ‘Roto House and the
Flynn Family’ presented by Doug Allan, and ‘Sanatorium of the North, Port Macquarie 1840-
1970°, presented by Damien Browne.

In April 2003, the seminar, ‘Water, Waves & Wanderings’ was held. This included a display of
records, photographs and research on the Tacking Point Lighthouse and the Keepers. There were
four speakers. President, Dorothy Hopkins reported in May 2003, Footsteps, ‘...wonderful day we
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had for the launch of our new book ... interesting speakers, great food and a full house of eager
participants.” The book launch was for the publication by a team led by Jan Shelley, Lighthouse
Peeping Records on the Tacking Point Lighthouse & Keepers of the Light.

In April 2004, a half-day seminar, ‘Port to Resort’, was organised. A group of members presented
papers on aspects of local history that reflected the Heritage Week theme, ‘Built Environment’.
Their publication, From Port to Resort: a Collection of Reports, Recollections, Reflections, was
made available for sale. After this presentation Meryl Bolin presented ‘Learn about your Ancestors
from their Handwriting’.

MEETING VENUES
During this decade the Society moved several times. The October 1995 meeting was held at the
Municipal Library in Clarence Street on the 2™ Tuesday of each month except for January, at 7 pm.
From the middle of 1996, meetings were held once again at the Old Council Committee Room in
Hay Street at 7.30 pm.

The following year meetings were held at Westport Bowling Club in Buller Street, and because the
venue was not available at our usual time, meetings were changed to every 2" Monday evening of
each month, except for January. The club did not charge fees for hiring the room, so members often
held events there.

Our genealogical resources were moved when the new Port Macquarie Municipal Library in Grant
Street was opened in Autumn 2000. President, Walter Badge, represented the Society at the official
opening of the library and he expressed delight with the Local Studies Family History Room,
which was now available to house our genealogical resources together with those of the Municipal
Council.

We continued with our meetings at Westport Bowling Club until November 2002. For the remainder
of the second decade of our society we met at the Lion’s Club Hall in Hastings River Drive.

PROJECTS

In the Summer 1997 edition of Footsteps, President Sheila Jones, announced the completion of the
transcriptions of details of more than 10,000 entries of people cremated or buried at Innes Gardens
Memorial Park between the years 1985 and 1996. Sheila was assisted by Olwen Me¢Neill, Vivian
Bishop, Robyn Byers, Cheryl Corbett, Sue Garrett, Joy Varty, Dot Buckley, Betty Byrne, Betty
Farrawell, Bernice Harvey, Betty Mariani and Jack Harvey. Copies of Innes Gardens Memorial
Park Crematorium and Lawn Cemetery Records were printed and for sale the following year. $64
for the set of five books.

The Adopt-a-Port Macquarian’ project was started in Spring 2000 with members invited to write
mini biographies about local families. Shirley Mann and Kay Browne coordinated the project,
with entries accepted from Gwen Grimmond, Terry Browne, Anne Pope, Pauline Every, Robyn
Byers, Val Friedrich and Kay Browne. The project was the feature at the September 2001 Heritage
Week activities at the library.

In late 2002, plans were made for ‘Special Projects’ with the aim to create material and prepare
numerous publications to be sold at seminars and conferences. Extraordinary efforts were made by
numerous members to complete this task within the time allocated. Details of these publications are
listed under ‘Fundraising’ on 40™ Anniversary page 17.
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MEMBERSHIP
Membership fees in 1994-95 were $15/Single and $20/Family plus $5 joining fee and over the
years increased until in 2004 it was $25/Single and $30/Family plus $5 joining fee.

As reported in Footsteps, in 1997 membership numbers were 107 members and this steadily
increased to over 180 members in 2003.

NAME CHANGE
A Special Meeting was held on 14 December 1998 at Westport Bowling Club to vote on the motion to
change the name of the Society from Hastings Valley Family History Society Inc to Port Macquarie
and Districts Family History Society. The motion was passed, and the new name was registered
with Fair Trading on 31 December 1998.

Hort Macquarie & Districts Family History Society I
F.M. dlox 1359
Port Macguarie N.SM. 2444

Australia

The Society now covered the towns and villages of Beechwood, Bonny Hills, Comboyne, Herons
Creek, Kew, Lake Cathie, Laurieton, Long Flat, North Haven, Port Macquarie, Telegraph Point,
Wauchope, West Haven; as well as the localities of Bagnoo, Birdwood, Brombin, Blackmans Point,
Byabarra, Cross Roads, Ellenborough, Hollisdale, Huntington, Kindee, Koree Island, Lorne, North
Shore, Pappinbarra, Pembrooke, Rawdon Island, Rollands Plains, Sancrox, and Yarras.

Gwen Grimmond and Pauline Every try out the Society’s new website which was designed and
constructed by Committee Member and Editor, Jack Harvey in 1999. (Port News 13 August 1999)
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS*

In compiling a list of the members of our Society who volunteered to be committee members, we
have only recorded the Executive members on the website Honour Roll. We would like to recognise
all committee members. This list is for the second decade of 1995-2004. Please note, officer bearers

are elected mid-year, so some terms will extend into the previous and following decade.

* This listing is possibly incomplete and only as accurate as records permit.

J | J |
President Patron
1994-96 Des Johnstone 1994-96 The Hon Wendy Machin MP
1996-98 Sheila Jones 1998-2003 Alderman Frank Harrison,
1998-2000 Walter Badge Rob Oakeshott MP
2000-03 Dorothy Hopkins 2003-04 Rob Oakeshott MP
2003-04 Roy Burges 2004-05 Robert Drew,
2004-05  William “Bill’ Yates N Rob Oakeshott MP p
4
\ \
Vice-President Secretary
1994-95 Glenice Thompson, 1994-97 Robyn Byers
Betty Mariani 1998-2000 Gwen Grimmond
1995-96 Betty Farrawell, 2000-01 Val Friedrich
Betty Mariani 2001-04 Muriel Resta
1996-97 Sue Garrett 2004-05 Pam Yates
Ruth Stewart 4
1997-98 Cheryl Corbett,
Betty Mariani
1998-2000 Pauline Every, Assistant Secretary
Betty Mariani 2000-01  Vivienne Urquhart
2000-01 Gwen Grimmond,
Sheila Jones
2001-03 Roy Burges, |
Mary Carswell Minute Secretary
2003-04 Pauline Every, 1997-98 Robyn Niebling
Dorothy Hopkins 1998-99 Robyn Niebling,
2004-05  Lloyd Irwin, Yvonne Reeves
Rosalie Mcllrick Rhonda Lane
N\ ' 19992004 Rhonda Lane
4
J \
Treasurer
1994-96  Sue Garrett Correspondence Secretary
1996-2001 Olwen McNeill 1997-98 Joy Varty
2001-04 Lloyd Irwin 1998-99 Joy Earnshaw
2004-05 Roy Burges 1999-2001 Rhonda Lane
4
Footsteps 175 40th Anniversary < 14 May 2025



Committee

1999-2000 Betty Mariani, Jan Shelley
Ross Wheadon

2001-02 Gwen Grimmond, Muriel Resta
2002-03 Gwen Grimmond
2003-04 Gwen Grimmond, Shirley Mann

2004-05 Junes Burges, Carol Bennett,
Gwen Grimmond, Shirley Mann

J

Computer
1997-98 Jack Harvey

2001-02 James Dunaway, Pauline Every
Jack Harvey

Librarian

2001-03 Bruce Cain
2003-04 Dorothy Hopkins
2004-05 Wendy Anson

/o m =

Library Assistant
1999-2000 Jan Shelley

J \
Publicity

1994-96 Sheila Jones

1996-97 Jack Harvey

1997-98 Paul Clark

1998-99 Bronwyn Newton

2000-01 Pauline Every, Jan Shelley,
Ross Wheadon

2001-03 Pauline Every

2003-04 Pauline Every, William Yates

J N\

Social Committee

1994-95 Dot Buckley

1995-96 Dot Buckley, Betty Mariani

1996-97 Dot Buckley, Betty Byrne,
Betty Mariani

1997-98 Vivian Bishop, Dot Buckley,
Betty Byrne, Betty Mariani

1998-99 Betty Byrne, Vivian Bishop,
Sheila Jones, Pam Paterson,
Ruth Stewart

1999-2000 Sheila Jones, Pam Paterson,
Ruth Stewart

2000-01 Jan Shelley, Ross Wheadon

2001-03 June Burges

\

Library Roster and Microfiche Rental
1994-95 Betty Mariani
1995-96 Betty Mariani,
Glenice Thompson
1996-98 Betty Mariani
1999-2000 Betty Mariani, Pam Paterson

2003-04 June Burges, Muriel Resta

Research

1994-95 Betty Mariani

1995-96 Betty Mariani, Barbara Robins
1996-97 Betty Mariani

1997-98 Ruth Stewart

1998-99 Kath Conners, Betty Mariani
1999-2000 Terry Browne, Betty Mariani
2000-03 Bill Mann, Shirley Mann

Membership
2001-05  Olwen McNeill 2003-04 - Jan Shelley r
. .

LB e 2‘37(;2:) OIS)eSlgCl;rol Bennett

1994-95 Shelia Jones, Joy Varty

1995-98 Joy Varty

1998-99 Joy Earnshaw, Pauline Every

1998-99  Pauline Every Workshop Coordinators

1999-2002 Pauline Every p 1996-97 Robyn Byers, Betty Mariani
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COMPUTER GROUPS
During these years as computers became more familiar to increasing numbers of members, each
edition featured more internet sources. A computer group was formed in Autumn 1996 with Jack

Harvey as the coordinator, and Barbara Polmeer began a Beginners’ Internet Class in Laurieton
from Winter 2000.

EDITORS OF FOOTSTEPS 1995-2004
Pauline Every: Autumn 1994, Footsteps No. 56 to Winter 1994, Footsteps No. 57.
Sheila Jones: Spring 1995, Footsteps No. 58.
Sheila Jones and Robyn Byers: Summer 1995, Footsteps No. 59 to Winter 1996, Footsteps No. 61.
Dot Buckley: Spring 1996, Footsteps No. 62 to Summer 1996, Footsteps No. 63.
Robyn Byers: Autumn 1997, Footsteps No. 64.
Dot Buckley: Winter 1997, Footsteps, No. 65.
Robyn Niebling: Spring 1997, Footsteps No. 66 to Spring 1998, Footsteps No. 70.
Jack Harvey: Summer 1998, Footsteps No. 71 to Winter 1999, Footsteps No. 73.
Kath Gordon: Summer 1999, Footsteps No. 74 to Winter 2000, Footsteps No. 77.
Kay Browne: Spring 2000, Footsteps No. 78 to November 2004, Footsteps No. 97.

FOOTSTEPS
Footsteps continued to be issued quarterly with an AS format. The number of pages in each Footsteps
edition grew steadily from 22 pages in 1994/95 to 28 pages in August 2002, and then to 30 pages in
May 2004. [an and Mary Carswell were responsible for the printing and compilation of Footsteps
for many years.

The layout of the front cover changed from a central scroll framed by footprints. In the August
2004 edition onwards, the cover no longer showed any footprints. The title, ‘Footsteps’ appeared
above a central photograph of a subject pertaining to an article within each edition. The name ‘Port
Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc’ appeared below the photograph.

One of the recurring themes in Footsteps in this decade was the amount of information given to
members about researching their families. To encourage new contributors, a regular short feature
was introduced in 2001. Titled, ‘My Grandfather Was ...” and later ‘My Great-Grandfather Was ...’
and ‘My Convict Was ...’, these articles were requested by the editor to be 65 words in length. Other
interesting articles were often included, many with a local content being presented by members
such as Gwen and Richard Grimmond.

All resources owned by the society were published in the Winter 1997, Footsteps edition. The
library roster had been a regular feature up until the November 2002, Footsteps edition. Members
were encouraged from then on to look on the Notice Board in the Local Studies Room at the
library as the emphasis of Footsteps gradually changed from a newsletter to a journal, encouraging
members to publish their research.

Other content of Footsteps during the second decade included: members research interests; company
advertisements, e.g. McNiven’s Ice Cream Bricks and Journal Jottings, which were references to
articles within journals received by the society on a regular basis from other Societies. In the Winter
2000 Footsteps, President, Walter Badge mentioned ‘almost thirty journals of other societies are
received each month’. As Footsteps evolved from being a newsletter to a more academically-based
journal such information is now received either with our monthly /nfoEmail or at our meetings.
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In 2003, past President Dorothy Hopkins initiated the Footsteps Awards and this continued in
2004. Each November the four quarterly journals were given to Patricia Urban, a member of the
local Fellowship of Australian Writers, to judge articles against various categories. Winners of 2003
Awards were Richard Grimmond, Kay Browne, Morton Crawford, Walter Badge, Peter Watson
and Muriel Resta. Winners of 2004 Awards were Richard Grimmond, Gwendolyn Chapman,

Morton Crawford, Cheryl Perry, and Bill Yates.

FUNDRAISING
Raffles, with prizes donated by members, were held at Christmas, conferences, and social events
to purchase books, microfiche, film, and other resources for members. Street stalls outside the
Commonwealth Bank were held, e.g. the 19 December 1996 stall raised $328. Another fundraiser
was the Christmas Dutch Auctions that were held on December of 2002, 2003 and 2004.

The publications resulting from ‘Special Projects’ (see Anniversary page 12) were ready for sale in
November 2003, and included the following:
Port Macquarie Convict Cookbook — Coordinator, June Burges. $12.50

Indexing of Court reports in Port Macquarie
News (1882 — 1930.) — Coordinator, Gwen

Grimmond; (Assistants; Olwen MecNeill, PORT MACQUARIE
Sheila Jones, Jan Shelley). CONVICT
COOK BOOK

100 Lives in Port Macquarie General Cemetery
— Coordinator, Muriel Resta; (Assistants;
Carol Smallman, Kay and Terry Browne, Val
Friederich). $20 plus $7.50 postage

100 Lives in other Hastings Cemeteries —
Beechwood: Coordinator, Rhonda Lane;
(Assistants; Kay and Terry Browne). Camden
Haven area: Coordinators, Joyce Ormsby, Pat
Longworth. $20 plus $7.50 postage

Listing of honour rolls, boards etc of local clubs and organisations — Coordinator, Yvonne Davidson,

(with numerous helpers).
Listing of Port Macquarie Baptisms (1824 — 1844) — Dorothy Hopkins; (Assistants; Pam Yates and

Kay Browne). $10 plus $0.44 postage
Indexing of Births, Deaths, Obituaries, Probates, Memoriams, Marriages, and Anniversaries in
Port Macquarie News 1985-1986 — Shirley Mann and Kay Browne.

Ryerson Indexing. An internet project indexing death notices from Port Macquarie News, Port
Macquarie Express and Camden Haven Courier for 2003 — Pam Yates.

Lighthouse Peeping — Tacking Point — Coordinator, Jan Shelley. $30 plus $8 postage

Rich Man, Poor Man, Beggar Man — Records some of our society’s members’ enquiries about
families. Mostly taken from Footsteps ‘My Great-Grandfather Was ...” and ‘My Convict Was ...’
entries. $5.00 per copy plus $1.00 postage

Family sheets booklet —useful when travelling. Record your information. $2.50

Notebook for Recording Births, Deaths, Marriages, England — blank sheets set up to record your
St. Catherine’s House Index research. $2.50

100 Lives in Wauchope General Cemetery. $20 plus $7.50 postage

HOW TO COOK A GALAH
AND OTHER MODERN RECIPES

————

e —
—_— — - ——

©id Convict Recipe ( 1821 )

Place a Galah in a big billy with a conviet brick
und bring 1o the boil

_\\"['um you can put a fork i the brick the galah
is ready for eating

-wll"ll"ﬂ’lﬂ@
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Index to Port Macquarie News, Births, Deaths and Marriages and related events 1969-1973 $20
plus $7.50 postage

1903 Postal Directory for the County of Macquarie — Coordinator, Jack Harvey; (Assistants; Anne-
Marie Argent, Sheila Jones, Olwen McNeill). $10.00 plus $4.00 postage

1926 Postal Directory for the County of Macquarie — Coordinator, Jack Harvey; (Assistants; Anne-
Marie Argent, Sheila Jones, Olwen McNeill). $10.00 plus $4.00 postage

Index to Footsteps 1991-2001 — $2.00 plus $1.00 postage

Members Research Directory 2002 — 44 members entered their research names. Also shows areas
and subjects of interest $3.00

Death Records from 1977 to 31° December 2000 — Sheila Jones, Olwen McNeill, Terry Browne;
(Contributors; Shirley Mann, Joyce Ormsby).

Index to Port Macquarie News BDMs, and related events 1969-1973 — Researcher, Pam Yates;
Editor, Kay Browne.

Index to Baptism Register of the Church of St Thomas, Port Macquarie Vol. One 1824-1844 —
Coordinator/Researcher, Dorothy Hopkins; (Assistants; Pam Yates, Kay Browne.)

COFFEE AND CHAT
In Spring 2000 ‘Chat and Coffee ... Live’ was introduced, the idea coming from Jan Shelley who
named it after ‘Chat lines’ on the internet. She continued, ‘... but this is live’ and ‘provides an

opportunity for some informal learning.” The venue is the Meeting Room at the Port Macquarie
Library from 10 am -12 noon on the 2" Wednesday of the month.

It was reported in Footsteps, August 2002, that ‘Laurieton Coffee and Chat... LIVE would have
had its third session, and so far, had ‘been well attended with an average of twelve people.’ It was
advertised as being held on the last Monday of each month commencing at 10 am at the Laurieton
Library. Footsteps Nov 2003 reported, ‘They celebrated their first year in June and [it] continues to
attract increased numbers each month.’

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
Twenty-three members were presented with Certificates of Appreciation at the Christmas Dinner
in December 2000: Walter Badge, Betty Byrne, lan Carswell, Mary Carswell, Lorraine Earl,
Pauline Every, Kath Gordon, Gwen Grimmond, Bernice Harvey, Jack Carswell, Sheila Jones,
Rhonda Lane, Pat Longworth, Betty Mariani, Olwen McNeill, Robyn Niebling, Desley Nunn,
Joyce Ormsby, Pam Paterson, Jan Shelley, Ruth Stewart, Joy Varty, and Ross Wheadon.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY AWARDS
Barbara Robins was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation from the RAHS in 1997 and Kay
Browne was presented with a RAHS Achievement Award at the 2003 Xmas Dinner, recognising
their years of service to local history. Our Society also received a RAHS Heritage Grant Award of
$500 in 2004. This was awarded to publish Book 1 of Convict Transportation to Port Macquarie.

1999-2004 WEBSITES AND EMAIL ADDRESSES
There was an announcement in the Footsteps Spring 99 edition, ‘We are now on the internet’.
The website was http://felglow.com.au/webpages/pmdfhs/index.html and the email was pmdfhs@
felglow.com.au. The website was changed to www.pmdths.org.au in Autumn 2001, and the email
changed to gene@pmdfhs.org.au. Again, in Spring 2001, the email changed to pmdfhs@hotmail.
com and in May 2003, the website address changed to www.rootsweb.com/-nswpmfhs.

Footsteps 175 40th Anniversary < 18 May 2025



Charles Beasley’s Day in Court

Pam Moodie
he Old Bailey, 4 December 1793:!

Charles was having difficulty understanding what was happening. He was having difficulty
breathing. He was hot, and his throat was dry. The place was crowded, and the air was thick with
the stench of sweat and fear. His vision blurred as he looked around at the sea of faces watching
him. He realised it was his own fear that he could smell. He wondered how on earth he had got to
this place. What had made him make those stupid decisions to go along with Rabbits and Brown
— greed, hunger? Anger, more like it! He’d been angry for as long as he could remember — no,
since his father had died!

Charles was a boy of eleven when his father died in 17872 not old enough to have started any kind
of apprenticeship or study — not that he had ever wanted to be like his brother, Thomas, who was
entering the clergy? like their father. He laughed to himself when he thought about his other brother,
Henry, who was working his way to becoming an attorney:* two brothers on either side of the law.
All Charles had ever managed was working in that lousy weaving factory.’ It was stufty and noisy
just like this courtroom. He was happy to leave when his mother decided to move to London with
the rest of his siblings. He’d promised himself he would find better work. Something where he
didn’t feel caged up all day. He’d always loved being outdoors. His happiest memories were of the
times he had played with his younger sisters down at the river. They’d come back home when their
mother called, tired but happy, with their boots covered in mud and their lungs full of fresh, clean air.

Standing where he did now, at the dock of the Old Bailey, Charles realised with horror that he would
probably have no more happy memories to make. He had been there. He had been involved with
both robberies, and he knew that it wouldn’t matter that he hadn’t lifted a finger to hurt anyone.

“This i1s it, then’, Charles thought. He had been told that Rabbits and Brown had been sentenced
to be hanged,® and to expect the same, so he couldn’t see any way out for himself. His mother had
already buried one of her children, so he would be the second. At least he wouldn’t have to suffer
his father’s disappointment — he surely wouldn’t be going to Heaven.

Charles’s head began to spin, and his stomach churned. He’d answered the questions and the truth was
out. There was no more help for him now. He wanted it all to be over — and then it was! The gavel
came down with a loud bang, and his whole body trembled as he heard the words, ‘death’ and ‘hanging’.

NOTE: Charles Beasley was my 4x great-grandfather. His death sentence was commuted to
transportation for life in July 1794. He spent three years on the prison hulk, Stanislaus, awaiting
transportation to Australia.’

! England and Wales Criminal Registers, 1791-1892
2 UK & Ireland FindaGrave, 1300-Current

3 Oxford Brasenose College Register, 1509-1909

* UK Articles of clerkship, 1756-1874

> England and Wales Criminal Registers, 1791-1892
¢ England and Wales Criminal Registers, 1791-1892
" England and Wales Criminal Registers, 1791-1892
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Valé Olwen McNeill

As we gathered to farewell Olwen M¢Neill on her last voyage on
9 January 2025 we remembered, with affection, a knowledgeable,
loyal, and resourceful member of our Society.

Tony Mc¢Neill, Olwen’s son, mentioned in her obituary how much
Olwen enjoyed being involved with the Society. Olwen’s joie de
vivre was evident in all she did, and Olwen certainly enjoyed her
life. Family history was only one of her many interests.

Olwen was a stalwart of our Society; her service to the Society was
continuous and steadfast over many years. Originally joining our
ranks in April 1995, she occupied many positions within her tenure
of membership in the Society. Olwen was treasurer of PMDFHS
from 1996 — 2001 and was membership secretary for 16 years. She
made new members feel very welcome and maintained personal
relationships with many of them over her time as membership Olwen MeNeill

secretary. Photograph from the Society’s photo
. . . album titled ‘Book 1 PMDFHS Inc.
She was on the Cemetery Project team which resulted in the Photographs of Events from 2000 to

publication of five books in 1997. After that, Olwen, with her 2005°

friend, the late Sheila Jones, also supported the Society by regularly

visiting and copying the records at the Crematorium, so it was only natural that they be associated
with the long-term activity of checking over 24,000 headstone photos and their transcription from
all 18 of our district cemeteries. They quickly became expert, developing their computer skills
and comparing the photo image of a headstone to the text of the transcription. Their efforts were
appreciated as some of the headstones were very challenging due to the ravages of time or the
reflections from polished granite, yet they never complained and always seem to make their regular
meeting more of a party than a chore.

Together with one other member, Olwen was instrumental in establishing the Society’s resources at
the new Grant Street library in autumn 2000. This involved transfer of material and new catalogue
preparation. At different times, Olwen was also the public officer, Footsteps proofreader and
committee member. She was also on the library roster for many years. She initiated many procedures
in the Society that are maintained in some form or another today.

Olwen maintained her membership to our Society up to her death on 31 December 2024 and was
often sought for her pearls of wisdom in her later years. She never wavered in her support of the
Society and was always keen to hear of the latest activities.

Rest in Peace Olwen. Thank you for all you have done for PMDFHS.

=3
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The following article was written by Peter Day with the assistance of Claude AlL'
Please note that Cottrill’s memoirs are fictional.

An extract from Order in the Streets: The
Memoirs of Chief Inspector James Cottrill

Edited by Professor John Blackwood, University of Cambridge, 2023
Peter Day

Chapter 7: Justice Serves the High and Low (1837)

[Editor’s note: While Cottrill’s observations on class and privilege reflect his unique perspective
as a law enforcement officer straddling social divides, some of his interpretations may be coloured
by the prejudices of his time. The footnotes provide additional context from other primary sources.]

In my forty years of service in the Staffordshire Constabulary, one memorable case was that of
young Richard Bailey Illidge* and the stolen gold timepiece. It was not the severity of the crime
that made it remarkable — we deal with larceny near daily in our jurisdiction — but rather the
circumstances surrounding the perpetrator and the curious inconsistencies of our judicial system.

The Theft’

The morning of January 4", 1837 found me at the public house of George Bowers, who reported
that his gold watch and chain, valued at seventeen pounds, had been stolen during the night. He had
hung it above his bed before retiring, and though he had stirred briefly around three o’clock with
the vague impression of another presence, he had dismissed it and returned to his slumber. Upon
waking, the watch was gone.

We quickly caught wind that young Richard Illidge had been seen about town with a similar
timepiece. This immediately drew my attention, for the name Illidge was well known in Newcastle-
under-Lyme. The family had achieved that comfortable respectability that comes with several
generations of successful trade: William Illidge, the father, was our town’s premier tailor, and the
extended family included several men of considerable standing.

The Investigation

When I arrived at the Illidge household on Bridge Street, I was admitted by Mrs Ann Illidge
herself, a woman of about fifty-five years, who carried herself with the dignity of her station despite
the gravity of my inquiries. Young Richard was a slender youth of sixteen,* dressed in clothing of
obvious quality that nonetheless hung awkwardly on his frame, as though he had not grown into the
man his father had measured him to become.

No watch was evident on his person, and both mother and son denied any knowledge of Bowers’
property. I might have been inclined to accept their word, were it not for the multiple witnesses
who had seen the young man with the watch and his previous conviction for larceny at the tender
age of fourteen.

[Editor’s note: Court records confirm that Richard Bailey Illidge was convicted of larceny at the
Newcastle Borough Assizes in 1835 and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment.’]
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I requested a moment alone with Mrs Illidge, expressing concern that young Richard might find
himself in serious trouble given his prior offence. This stratagem produced the desired effect. She
requested to speak with her son privately. I agreed, but positioned myself where I could overhear
their exchange.

A Mother’s Conspiracy
‘Say it was your father’s old Pinchbeck watch,’ she urgently instructed him, ‘and that you exchanged
it with an Irish boy for the gold one.’

Richard replied that he had already removed the maker’s name from the timepiece.
‘I’ll manage that,” she assured him.

When I confronted Mrs Illidge with what I had overheard, she gave a performance worthy of the
Drury Lane Theatre. Some unknown man, she claimed, had informed her that the watch was buried
in their back garden. Would I care to accompany her to investigate?

I confess I was curious to see how this fabrication would unfold. We proceeded to the garden, a
neat plot behind the tailor’s shop. She indicated a spot, and I obliged by turning the soil. Finding
nothing, we moved to another location with the same result. It was when I momentarily turned
away — deliberately, I might add — that Mrs Illidge suddenly exclaimed, ‘Here it is!’, producing
Bowers’ watch as though by magic from the very ground that I had just examined.

I have witnessed many attempts to outwit the law, but few so transparent or so poorly executed. I
took both mother and son into custody and charged Mrs Illidge with receiving stolen property and
Richard with theft.

Justice Knows No Favorites

The journey to Stafford Gaol
was sombre. We transported
the Illidges in an open cart, as
was standard practice. January’s
bitter frost showed no deference
to their social standing. I recall
Mrs Illidge’s silent solemnity
throughout the sixteen-mile
journey, contrasted with her
son’s sullen resentment.

[Editor’s note: Weather records
confirm that January 1837
experienced exceptionally cold
conditions across the Midlands,
with temperatures falling below
freezing for much of the month.
The  sixteen-mile  journey
to Stafford in an open cart

would have been particularly

] Being transported to Stafford Gaol. Image by ChatGPT 4o.
gruelling.]
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The trial at the Stafford
Assizes on March 18"
was brief. Despite the
family’s  engagement
of a capable barrister,
the evidence against
young Richard was F
overwhelming. The k.
jury, perhaps swayed
by Mrs Illidge’s age
and position, found her
not guilty of receiving
stolen goods. I cannot
say I disagreed with
this verdict; her actions,
though misguided, were
born of maternal instinct
rather than criminal
intent.

The trial. Image by ChatGPT 4o.

For Richard, however, there could be no leniency. This was his second conviction, and Mr Serjeant
Ludlow sentenced him to transportation for life. Mrs Illidge fainted upon hearing this, and even
I, accustomed to the harsh sentences of our judicial system, felt a momentary pang of sympathy
for the youth. Sixteen years old, and now destined for the penal colonies, likely never to return to
English soil.

[Editor’s note: While his mother collapsed in grief, his Uncle Thomas 1llidge of London took a
harsher view. In a letter to his son Josiah, who had emigrated to Sydney that same year, Thomas
wrote disparagingly of both nephew and sister-in-law: ‘Ann did not stand free of blame’ and ‘were
it not for the strong feelings of my brother, I should have been glad if she also had been sent
out of the country.’ He described young Richard as an ‘artful old rascal’ and warned his son
against associating with the boy should he arrive in Sydney, concluding ominously that ‘what is
bred in the bone will come out in the flesh.” Thomas, a glass engraver by trade, appears to have
been particularly concerned with the family s reputation, perhaps due to his position straddling
tradesman and artist in London society.”]

The Curious Scales of Justice

Not a fortnight after his trial, I found myself again at the Stafford Assizes, bearing witness to the
case of one Thomas Mercer, a man of thirty years who stood accused of the brutal assault and rape
of a girl of thirteen.?

When Mercer too received a sentence of transportation for life, I could not help but ponder the
peculiar balance of our judicial system. Here were two crimes of vastly different nature and gravity
— the theft of a gold watch worth seventeen pounds, and the violent violation of a child — yet both
men received identical sentences.

As I watched young Illidge being led away, I wondered what this revealed about the values of our
society. Here was a boy born to every advantage — a respected family name, financial security,
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education, opportunity — yet he had chosen a path that led him to ruin. Perhaps the law saw in
Richard’s case something beyond the mere theft of a timepiece: the violation of trust, the squandering
of privilege, or simply the stubborn persistence in criminality despite previous correction.

[Editor’s note: Cottrill’s observations about class, privilege and justice reflect a nuanced
understanding unusual for a man of his position in the 1830s. His comparison of the sentences
for property crime versus violent crime anticipates later critiques of the Victorian justice system.
Modern historians might note, however, that the harsh sentence for Richard likely resulted from
it being his second offence rather than the nature of the crime itself, as recidivism was viewed
particularly severely under English common law of the period.]

I have often wondered what became of young Illidge in the colonies. Did the harsh discipline of
convict life reform his character? Did he, removed from his family’s expectations, perhaps find a
way to build something of his own?

[Editor’s note: Colonial records indicate that, Richard Bailey Illidge was transported to Tasmania
on the convict ship, Moffat, arriving at Hobart on 1 April 1838. After serving his sentence, he
moved to Geelong where, in 1853, he undertook an epic ride for 16 hours to Melbourne and back
to get a reprieve for a man condemned to death for murder. Ironically, that man was a policeman.
He died in Ballarat in 1876, having perhaps found in the colonies the fresh start his Uncle Thomas
believed impossible — suggesting that what is ‘bred in the bone’ may be overcome by circumstance
and personal redemption.’]

Whatever his fate, the case of Richard Bailey Illidge serves as a reminder that justice measures the
deeds of men by standards that sometimes confound those who serve it. The scales of justice may
be blind, but they are not always balanced in ways that common sense might dictate.

' However, the events described did happen; only Cottrill and Blackwood’s comments and opinions have been
invented. The investigating policeman was a Constable Cottrill, first name not given.

? Richard is my first cousin four times removed.

3 Details of the theft, the police investigation including the incidents described under the heading ‘A Mother’s
Conspiracy’ and subsequent trial are taken from ‘Tunstall Petty Sessions’, Staffordshire Advertiser, 28 January
1837, p3, and ‘Staffordshire Assizes’, same paper, 25 March 1837, p4.

* Richard was baptized on 9 August 1820, the son of William Illidge and his wife Ann, née Winstanley. See
Findmypast.com.au. Staffordshire Baptisms [database online]. Richard Bailey Illidge, baptism, Newcastle under
Lyme, St Giles, 9 August 1820. Archive reference: D3251/1/10, p231. https://search.findmypast.com.au/search-
world-records/staffordshire-baptisms.

> Ancestry.com. England & Wales, Criminal Registers, 1791-1892 [database online]. Richard Illidge, 5 March
1835, Staffordshire. Original data: Series HO 26 and HO 27, The National Archives, Kew, Surrey, England.
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/1590/.

¢ Thomas Illidge, letter to his son Josiah, dated 27 November 1837, in Neil Priddy, ‘Harriot Muckleston - Illidge
Connection’, Muckleston Family History, https://muckleston.one-name.net/, posted 22 January 2018, accessed
24 January 2021.

7 Tbid.

¥ This incident is fictional. It is adapted from a similar case described in ‘Conviction for Rape’, Leeds Intelligencer,
27 July 1833, p3, which had the same charge and sentence.

? See my article ‘The Convict and the Copper’ in Society of Australian Genealogists, Descent, March/Autumn 2024
[Volume 54 Part 1], pp7-9.

C=3
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Recent Library Accessions

These books were accessioned 7 January 2025.

The list shows the title of record, author, access number in the PMDFHS library, classification
number and format. They are located in the Local Studies/Family History Room of the Port
Macquarie Library.

Ancestors of Reginald Ostler, The. Shirley Ostler, 2017.
2521, FAM/Ost, Book.
Bare Feet and Blackboards. Small Schools in the Hastings. Alice Walker, 2006.
2526, NSW:PM/1c-Has, Book.
Belmont Cemetery: An index to memorials. Lake Macquarie Family History Group Inc., 2005.
2535, NSW:CC/3a-Bel, Book.
Campsie’s Past: A history of Campsie and Croydon Park. Brian Madden and Lesley Muir, 1988.
2523, NSW:Syd/4d-Cam, Book.
East Maitland Anglican Cemetery. Robyn Thomsen, 2003.
2534, NSW:H/3b-Mai, Book.
First Fleet and Year of Settlement, The. Tony Crago, 2003.
2522, AUS/His, Book.
Fox Family of Rollands Plains, The. Shirley Ostler, 2017.
2520, FAM/Fox, Book.
Heritage of the Canterbury Municipality, The. Canterbury & District Historical Society, 1992.
2525 NSW:Syd/4d-Can, Book.
IHlawarra Pioneers Pre 1920. 1llawarra Family History Group Inc., 1992.
2529, NSW:SE/5a-111, Book.
Ipswich and District Pioneer Register Pre 1914, Volume 1. Ipswich Genealogical Society Inc.,
1994.
2531, QLD/lps, Book.
Ipswich and District Pioneer Register Pre 1914, Volume 2. Ipswich Genealogical Society Inc.,
2000.
2532, QLD/lps, Book.
Maitland District Cemeteries: headstone inscriptions Volume 3. Maitland Family History Circle
Inc., 2003.
2533 NSW:H/3b-Mai, Book.
My Ancestry: With information on my ancestral families, Workman, De Silva, Fox, Joyce and
Trotter. Shirley Ostler, 2017.
2519, FAM/Wor, Book.
Queenslanders - Pioneer Families 1859-1901. Pauline and Alison Williams, (eds) 2009.
2528, QLD/Que, Book.
Ryde Goes to War 1914-1918. Ryde District Historical Society Inc., 2015.
2530, NSW:Syd/4b-Ryd, Book
Sisters in Chains. Kempsey Family History Group Inc., 2023.
2527, NSW:PM/1e-Con, Book.
Tour of the Grounds & Mansion of the Yaralla Estate, A. Concord Heritage Society Inc., 2001.
2524. NSW:Syd/4d-Con, Book.

Footsteps 175 25 May 2025




Footsteps Contributions

Members are encouraged to submit stories and articles. Our next
issue has no theme. The topic is ‘Writers’ Choice’.

We all enjoy reading about how you tracked down your elusive
relatives or about any significant incidents or special activities in
which you and your ancestors have been involved. Alternatively,
have you had any interesting research breakthroughs or funny
snippets or what you have found out about your ancestors?

Deadlines
The next edition of Footsteps will be published in August 2025. The deadline for contributions is
15 July 2025.

Length
Articles should be limited to between 1500-1550 words with up to four photos, or up to 1800 words
without photos. Please submit as Microsoft Word or RTF and keep formatting to a minimum.

Photographs
Should be .jpg or .png files. Depending on the size of the image, a graphic file should be about
IMB.

References

It is always important when researching to cite your references and sources. When inserting the
references or sources in your articles, it is requested that you use numbers i.e., 1, 2, 3, etc. (not
Roman numerals) and that you place them as endnotes, i.¢., at the end of the article; not footnotes,
which occur at the bottom of the page.

Copyright

Stories that are submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the person
submitting the story. If the writing is not the work of the submitter, please seek permission from the
original author where possible, and indicate the source of the work when the article 1s submitted.

All contributions are subject to copyright unless otherwise indicated and no portion of this journal
may be reproduced without written permission of the Society. The views expressed by authors and
contributors to Footsteps are not necessarily those of the Society.

C=3%

This Journal is printed by
Snap Printing
1/106 Horton Street
Port Macquarie NSW 2444
(02) 6583 7544
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Member Benefits

Membership in the Society provides:

Footsteps
Subscription to the Society’s Journal, published four times a year: February, May, August and
November.

InfoEmail

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, 1s emailed on a regular basis to members who have provided an
email address. If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the
InfoEmails are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read.

Research Support Groups

The Society provides interested members with a number of support groups to assist with their
research endeavours and interests. Coordinated by member volunteers with both a particular
interest and expertise in the area, these groups offer both practical and procedural research support,
resources and advice. The groups also provide members with opportunities to discuss issues and
solve problems, particular to their area of interest.

Current groups are:

* Ancestry/Family Tree Maker Group » FamilySearch Group
» Convict Studies Group » Research Support Group
* DNA Support Group » Writers’” Support Group

The Groups are held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library, in the Library Meeting Room. For more
information and meeting times, see: https://pmdfhs.org.au/member-support-groups.html.

Monthly Meetings
The Society meets on the second Saturday of the month, except January. Guest speakers and
afternoon tea are included. For more information, see https://pmdfhs.org.au/about-us.html.

Society Collection

The Society holds an entensive collection of family history resources at the Local Studies/Family
History Room in the Port Macquarie Hastings Library. These CDs, microfiche, microfilm reels and
much more, cover a wide variety of subjects. Most material is available on open-shelf, with other
resources restricted to members of the Society.

Discounted Publications
The Society has a number of publications for sale and members receive a discount on some titles.

Social Events
BBQs, theatre outings, movies and dinners are organised throughout the year.

Membership Fees

Renewals New Members*
Payable 1 July each year 1 July - 30 June 1 Jan - 30 June
Single $30 $35 $20
Family $40 $45 $25
Footsteps Journal Included in membership fees
4 issues per year. $15 per year for non-members

* Includes $5.00 joining fee.
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Publications for Sale

Title Member Normal Weight
Price Price
*Port Macquarie s Last Convicts, The story of the end of the convict 318 $20 737
establishment in 1847 204 pages, soft cover &
*Tile Tales, Stories behind the names on the front wall of the Port $60 $60 2k
Macquarie Swimming Pool 752 pages, hard cover £
*Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie — Hastings Full colour, 224 pages $27 $30 475
(glove box sized) .
*Rowdy Voices & Quiet Whispers 324 pages, soft cover $30 $30 770g
Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for Writing a Life Story $3 $3 25
AS booklet, 16 pages <
Starting Your Family History A5 booklet, 20 pages $3 $3 30g
Pedigree Chart and Family Group Sheets
1 chart, 16 group sheets, A5 booklet, 40 pages $5 $5 S4g
Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: Runaways, Robbers & 38 $12 w/a
Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM)
Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary's Papers 1796-1825. 38 $12 o/a
(CD-ROM)
Harvesting the Hastings — Farming Families (CD-ROM) $17 $20 n/a
Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 1821-1826, 38 $12 w/a
(CD-ROM)
General Cemetery Port Macquarie — Transcriptions & Images (CD-ROM)  $8 $12 n/a

Postage Australia Wide
All CD-ROM prices include postage.

Up to 250g (Large Letter) $5 Holds one book only
250g to 500g (Large letter/package)  $12
Over 500g (prepaid satchel) $18 Holds several books

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several books,
calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost.

Overseas/Collect
For ALL overseas rates, or to collect items instead of paying postage, please contact the Secretary.

Online
Publications marked * can be purchased via our website, credit card only: https://www.pmdths.org.
au/publications.html.

By mail

An order form is also available at: www.pmdths.org.au. Please complete and send with your
payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. PO Box 1359,
Port Macquarie NSW 2444,

Cheques and money orders should be made payable to Port Macquarie & Districts Family History
Society Inc. Alternatively, please send an email to secretary@pmdths.org.au to obtain the Society’s
banking details to direct deposit into our account. Pre-payment is required before orders are sent;
however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.
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