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We hope you enjoy your association 
with our Society and that you will 
benefit from the resources, meetings 
and workshops that are available. 
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Maureen Brabant, Port Macquarie 
Damian Bramwell, Wauchope 
Pauline Brooks, Port Macquarie 
Therese Campbell, Lake Cathie 
Tracy Lewis, Port Macquarie 
Karen Mann, Sancrox 
Phillip Mann, Sancrox
James McClellan, Port Macquarie
Val McClellan, Port Macquarie

Contents
Articles
William Jackson–His Crime And Punishment — John Stephenson.......................................... 6
Washing Day Drama: How Our Ancestors Settled Disputes — Wendy Haynes........................ 9
Valé Muriel Resta...................................................................................................................... 11
40th Birthday Celebration — Jennifer Mullin......................................................................... 12
Celebrating 40 Years. The Third Decade: 2005-2014.....................................................13-20
Where Conscience and Commerce Collided: Early Methodism in Colonial Sint Maarten 

  Peter Day............................................................................................................................ 21
Valé Doug Short........................................................................................................................ 27
Your Wife Has Arrived — Anne Powell................................................................................... 27
The Proceedings of the Old Bailey — Rex Toomey................................................................. 28

Regular Items
Society Organisation and Contacts............................................................................................. 2
Cover Photo................................................................................................................................ 3
New Members............................................................................................................................. 3
President’s Two Cents’ Worth..................................................................................................... 4
From the Editor........................................................................................................................... 5
Recent Library Accessions........................................................................................................ 26
Footsteps Contributions............................................................................................................ 30
Member Benefits....................................................................................................................... 31
Publications for Sale................................................................................................................. 32

Cutting our Society’s 40th anniversary birthday 
cake at our celebration luncheon on 28 June 
2025 at the Clydesdale Room at Port Macquarie 
Racecourse. From left: past Presidents, Brian 
Panisset and Pauline Every, current President, 
Diane Gillespie, and past President, Rex Toomey.
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President’s Two Cents’ Worth
Diane Gillespie

As we approach the AGM of the Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society in its 40th year 
we can reflect on the achievements, not only of this past year but also the past 40 years. We have 
rejoiced in the achievements of our Society by utilising this year’s issues of Footsteps to highlight 
the four decades. Our editors, Leonie Hiles and Anne Powell have implemented several editorial 
initiatives to streamline processes and enhance the quality of published work.
This issue highlights the third decade of our Society from 2005 to 2014 and the achievements we 
have made. These achievements would not have been possible without the input of many significant 
people. Our Society has been blessed by having among its ranks, many individuals who see an 
opportunity to enhance the Society and by extension, the wider family history community, by 
undertaking projects to increase the accessibility of resources for the benefit of others. From very 
early in its history Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society has been publishing many 
resources giving others access to records that were only available locally.
Footsteps has utilised a thematic section dedicated to our history. This has been driven by Jennifer 
Mullin who is attempting to complete a comprehensive history of the Society. It is time to recognise 
not only the executive members of our Society but those members who contribute by working 
tirelessly in the background to ensure events happen, meetings occur and deadlines are met such as 
the events co-ordinator, librarian, roster organiser and publicity officer. These roles are all pivotal 
to the overall success and camaraderie shared within the Society.
We celebrated our birthday with a scrumptious lunch held at the racecourse in June. Please see 
Jennifer’s report on page 12.
I was pleased to recognise our local ‘Find-A-Grave’ coordinator, Carol Smallman, who has been 
working determinedly over many years responding to many requests for photographs of local graves 
from across the country. Thank you, Carol, for your many years of service to the family history 
community.
I would be remiss if I did not recognise Rex Toomey and his contribution to our Society. Along with 
his late wife, Yvonne, Rex has made significant contributions to publications and projects since he 
joined PMDFHS in 2004. Tile Tales, Port Macquarie & Hastings Rates Project and of course Port 
Macquarie People Database are some of the many projects undertaken by an energetic, enthusiastic 
and far-sighted member. He has been a regular contributor to Footsteps with ‘Computer Corner’ 
appearing in over 70 issues. 
His creative flair has been evident in the many articles, poems and songs he regularly contributes. 
Rex has been involved with PMDFHS, serving in many positions, including President, Vice 
President and webmaster. On behalf of the membership of our Society I congratulate and thank you 
Rex for your leadership. 
Rex informs me he will not be seeking a position on the committee at the upcoming election but I 
am sure he will remain a fervent supporter of our activities and our Society. 
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From the Editor
Leonie Hiles

Celebrating 
40 years

I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to the members of the Committee who have worked so well 
together this past year, undertaking the various roles the Society requires to run efficiently. Your 
efforts are greatly appreciated by our members. I would also like to welcome Michelle Kilburn who 
stepped forward to accept the casual vacancy that occurred on the committee in February. 
Thank you everyone for your trust, engagement, and ongoing support over this past year.

The centre eight pages of this Footsteps edition once again relate to PMDFHS’s 40th birthday 
celebrations. Featured in this third-quarter edition for the year are highlights and significant events 
of our Society’s third decade, 2005 to 2014. 
Recently, you may have noticed increasing references to the growing phenomenon of AI (artificial 
intelligence). We are told that recent advancements in this technology mean its usage will become 
ubiquitous. We are even warned to be prepared, as its rapid evolution might surpass human 
intelligence.
In recent editions of Footsteps, Peter Day has contributed several articles in which he has used AI 
assistance using both LLMs (large language models) as well as including AI generated images. 
Peter’s short presentations at our monthly meetings over the last few months have also kept us 
informed of his experiences in using this technology. In addition, last month, Peter very kindly (and 
very patiently), led a large group of our members in an AI Special Interest Group. 
In this edition of Footsteps, Wendy Haynes, who attended that SIG, explores and demonstrates 
what is possible. She has submitted an article and an image using AI. Prefacing the article, and for 
the benefit of the reader, she includes a paragraph that explains the process, and she provides us 
with the prompt that she used to generate the article. 
We are at the beginning of our understanding the use of AI in creating text and images for our 
Footsteps journal, so our Society has not yet formulated a policy. However, I believe we all need 
to stay informed and to understand the appropriate and ethical use of AI tools—to apply these tools 
so that they enhance problem solving and research skills—but yet, and most especially, to maintain 
and to value each individual member’s contribution as their own unique creation. The way we use 
AI in our journal is very important. 
Please note that our Footsteps editor’s email address has recently changed. It is now: 
footstepseditor.pmdfhs@gmail.com.

footstepseditor.pmdfhs@gmail.com.
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WILLIAM JACKSON –  
HIS CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

John Stephenson
William, the son of William Jackson and Helen Thomson, was born in Canongate, Edinburgh, 
Scotland on 5 November 1789.1

Not a lot is known about William’s early life until his name appeared in the English newspaper, the 
Suffolk Chronicle, 28 March 1820. The story read as follows:

The business commenced in the Crown Court, this morning, with the arraignment of Samuel 
Leicester, William Jackson, and William Summons; the first two with uttering forged Bank 
of England Notes, and also with having in their possession such notes, knowing them to be 
forged; and the last with having in his possession such notes, knowing them to be forged.
Leicester and Jackson were allowed to plead guilty to the minor charge, of having forged 
notes in their possession, knowing them to be forged, on the understanding, that the Bank 
would withdraw the prosecution for uttering, a conviction upon which subjects the offender to 
death. Against Summons there was no capital charge, so his guilty plea was not accepted and 
his case went to trial.2

Summons faced court without council and as the particulars of his case were read it was apparent 
that the Leicester, Jackson and Summons constituted a gang, whose occupation was the uttering 
of forged Bank of England Notes. Their practice was to frequent shops, purchase articles and obtain 
change from their fictitious paper. 
As witnesses were called a torrent of events were described to the court and as examples included: 
Witness 1: Landlord of The White Lion Inn at Bungay. He stated that Summons and the other two 
prisoners arrived on 3 February at his house in a gig, supped together and shared a single bedroom. 
Before retiring, the money for the bill was collected between the three of them. 
Witness 2: The hostler [stable hand] at the White Lion Inn. Proved their coming and going away 
together and they desired him to take care of the mare, and clean and feed her. Summons paid him 
in the morning for cleaning all their boots.

One of the forged £1 Bank of England Notes3
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Witness 3: Store Keeper. Deposed that the prisoner, Jackson, came to his shop on the morning of 
the 4 February, and bought a pair of saddle girths for 5s. 6d. He had tendered in payment a £1 bank 
note. Witness did not like the note, Jackson gave him another, which he also thought was false, but 
was convinced by Jackson that it was good. Having afterwards ascertained that the note was a bad 
one, he applied to the constable to go in quest of the person from whom he had taken it. 
Witness 4: Constable Smith. Stated that he and Constable Pike of Bungay, on the morning of  
4 February, went after the three men, Summons, Jackson and Leicester and found them at the 
Black Boy Inn, at Beccles, at breakfast, where they were apprehended.4 
Upon searching the fugitives, they were found to be carrying quantities of forged £1 Bank of England 
notes. On Summons he found thirteen £1 bank notes, on Jackson he found six £1 bank notes. 
The jury, without hesitation, returned a verdict of Guilty upon all three offenders:

‘I sentence you,’ said the Judge, ‘but to what I know not—perhaps to storm and shipwreck—
perhaps to infectious disorders or to famine—perhaps to be massacred by savages, or to be 
devoured by wild beasts. Away, take your chance; perish or prosper, suffer or enjoy; I rid 
myself of the sight of you.’ 

Summons, Leicester and Jackson were respectively sentenced to 14 years’ transportation.

Convict Life
The 1820 New South Wales, Australia Convict Ship Muster Rolls and Related Records, 1790-
1849, show that the three sentenced prisoners were on board the bark, Hebe, bound for New South 
Wales. They arrived in Sydney Harbour on Sunday, 31 December 1820. The prisoners were landed 
on Thursday, 14 January 1821 and allotted to their various employments.5 William Jackson was 
assigned to Hon. H.G. Douglas of Parramatta. 
Assembled on the Government dock awaiting the meeting with Hon. H. G. Douglas, Magistrate 
at Parramatta, in the blistering mid-summer heat and humidity, is William’s first uninterrupted 
view of what was to be his home for the next 14 years in captivity and punishment as a convict. 
It appears to be a rough, emerging civilization, with dotted development around the small cove, 
windmills and bakehouses on the tree covered hill-tops, white-washed buildings scattered around 
the cove included the Salt Factory, Government House, bond stores, a public school, convicts’ 
quarters, shipyards and a host of military structures. Cattle are grazing on the western slopes and 
what appeared to be dozens of almost naked savages with spears and weapons, women and children 
wandering around with them on rough looking earthen roads that meander among the buildings.
With his personal hatred of judges and their authority, he was preparing himself for a terrifying 
future. With leg and wrist irons clanging, William was loaded onto a two-horse-drawn wagon and 
the three-hour journey was started towards Parramatta.
On the trip Douglas conversed with William to get an understanding of the type of man he had 
been assigned. It was during this time that William became aware of the opportunities that were on 
offer to someone with a basic education as he had, that showed repentance for their crimes, were 
trustworthy and were eager to work whilst in the employment of this man. With a light now shining 
at the end of the tunnel, William applied himself and soon was entrusted with control of the large 
1,000-plus acre property that was growing grain and running two horses, 95 cattle, 600 sheep and 
40 hogs. He was also placed in charge of numerous convicts working for Douglas.
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An Incredible Life 
In September 1825, just short of five years after arriving, William received a ‘Conditional Pardon’. 
This pardon gave William the opportunity to marry. A barmaid, Caroline Turner, two years into 
a seven-year sentence for stealing and who was assigned to Andrew Nash of the Woolpack Inn, 
Parramatta, was well known to William, through his many visits to the Inn. He married Caroline in 
October 1825. Within a few years the couple were blessed with two sons and a daughter. 
The respectful and close association between Jackson and Douglas led to a land grant of 100 acres 
on the Liverpool Road, 10 miles west of Sydney Town, being assigned to Jackson from Douglas, 
upon which he built a tavern that he named the Harrow Inn and later annexed another 70 acres.
A few years later William, for assisting in the capture of bushrangers in the Liverpool district, was 
gifted 320 acres by the Governor. The land was located south of Goulburn at the area known as 
Gundaroo.
On this parcel of land, William constructed a fine two-storey brick building, consisting of 13 rooms 
with housing for horses, cattle and stores. He also named this place the Harrow Inn and renamed 
the Harrow Inn in Sydney, the Royal Arms. 
In 1834, Jackson purchased three 
allotments in the town of Goulburn, 
and in 1836 he acquired a grant of 640 
acres in Gundaroo, the Chain of Ponds.6

He leased out the Royal Arms and 
he and his wife Caroline, stayed in 
Gundaroo and ran the Harrow Inn. 
They became quite wealthy settlers, 
with over a thousand acres of land, two 
hotels and other various buildings.
He must have wondered how a 
sentence, ordered to be 14 years of 
exile and punishment, could turn into 
an incredible life, that would never have been achieved had he remained in England. A promising 
future for an energetic and competent convict/settler came to a shocking end on 2 September 1837 when 
his body was discovered in the creek at the rear of the Harrow Inn, believed murdered.8 
Caroline continued on with two more husbands controlling the inns and businesses for a further 
58 years, until her death at the age of 97 on 25 January 1895. Her story may be found in a future 
edition of Footsteps.
1	 Family Search Database, Scotland Births & Baptisms 1564 – 1950.
2	 Suffolk Chronicle, 28 March 1820.  
3	 Suffolk Lent Assizes, Crown Court 28 March 1820.
4	 Suffolk Chronicle, 28 March 1820. 
5	 The 1820 New South Wales, Australia Convict Ship Muster Rolls and Related Records, 1790-1849.
6	 NSW Government Gazette, 6 January, 1834.
7	 Scarlett, Errol Lee, Gundaroo, Roebuck Society, 1972, Canberra, p 18.
8	 Scarlett, Errol Lee, Gundaroo, p 13.

The Harrow Inn, Gundaroo
Sketch by W. Bresser 19727
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Washing Day Drama: How Our 
Ancestors Settled Disputes

Wendy Haynes
This is an edited AI generated story from a newspaper clipping in Trove1

Using ChatGPT
Because I’m so used to 
writing fiction rather than 
family history, I used 
ChatGPT to help write this 
article to get a feel for this 
type of storytelling. 

Firstly, I copied the newspaper article into 
Chat GPT and asked, ‘from this article, 
please create a factual story considering 
the era.’ 

Then I asked it to ‘ Rewrite this story to 
reflect emotions and hard circumstances’.

ChatGPT also created the image of the 
clothesline with this prompt: ‘Please 
create an image of a backyard with a 
clothesline in Forest Lodge, Sydney 1863. 
It’s the working-class area.’

Who doesn’t mind a drama.
Buried deep in old court reports are the heartbeats of ordinary lives—moments of desperation, 

pride, and human frailty captured forever in legal prose. One such moment unfolded on a winter’s 
day in the 1890s, when a simple domestic dispute between two neighbours in the Sydney suburb 
of Forest Lodge spilled out from their backyards into the harsh formality of a courtroom. In a time 
when every penny counted and personal dignity was all some people had, a disagreement over a 
line of wet washing would turn two women’s lives upside down.
It was June—cold, damp, and unforgiving. In the tightly packed rows of weatherboard cottages 
that made up Forest Lodge, space was scarce, and tempers could flare as quickly as a match struck 
against a hearthstone. For Alice Mierendorff, hanging her washing on the shared clothesline wasn’t 
an act of defiance—it was necessity. For some reason Susan O’Leary felt a line crossed. A small 
but bitter reminder of how little control she had over the narrow patch of ground she called her own.
The argument started like so many do—sharp words flung over weather-worn timber, voices rising 
as pride collided with need. But what should have been a passing quarrel turned violent. According 
to the Crown, Susan, in a flash of anger, lifted the clothes prop—a long wooden pole used to raise 
lines higher into the sun—and struck her neighbour on the head.
Was it rage? Was it fear? Or was it, as Susan’s lawyer perhaps would have claimed, a terrible 
accident in the middle of an emotional outburst? She hadn’t meant to harm, he argued. She’d 
simply tried to push the clothes off the line and lost control. The courtroom fell silent as her defence 
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Forest Lodge, ChatGPT image, 17 July 2025

lawyer described Susan as a ‘quiet and respectable woman,’ someone who’d lived in the area for 
years without incident. But now, her entire character was being weighed on a scale tipped by a 
single moment.

Struggle, Respect, and the Judgment of Peers
It’s easy to forget that for women like Susan and Alice, the home wasn’t just a place of rest—it 
was a battle for survival. They were wives, mothers, cleaners, cooks, and caretakers, expected to 
keep dignity intact with little money, less recognition, and no safety net. A ruined washday wasn’t 
just an inconvenience—it could mean children without clean clothes, shame from neighbours, or a 
husband’s scorn. In this world, the clothesline was both a border and a burden, where boundaries 
were blurred by desperation.
The jury, after half an hour of deliberation, returned with a verdict of guilty—but not of unlawful 
wounding, as the prosecution sought. Instead, they found Susan guilty of common assault. Judge 
Wilkinson noted that her ‘high character’ had saved her from a harsher sentence. She was fined 
£5—a considerable penalty, equal to weeks of hard-earned wages, yet lighter than the jail sentence 
she might otherwise have faced.

A Glimpse into Their World
What may seem to us a petty squabble was, for these women, a serious clash of needs and values. 
In the cramped suburbs of Sydney’s inner west, property lines were often the only lines of control 
a woman had. Respect had to be defended. Reputation was everything. And yet, as this case shows, 
the consequences of defending one’s pride could be steep. A moment of anger—fuelled by hardship, 
cold weather, and exhaustion—could alter a life.
For Susan, the £5 fine was not just money—it was humiliation. For Alice, the blow to her head 
might have healed, but the betrayal of trust from someone who lived just a few feet away likely 
lingered far longer. And for both women, the court case became a public airing of private struggles.
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More than a century has passed, and yet this small drama from Forest Lodge echoes with familiarity. 
Disputes over fences still happen. People still lash out when pushed to their limits. We may no 
longer wield clothes props, but the deeper issues—respect, territory, dignity—still run hot beneath 
the surface of everyday life.
This story, though pulled from a forgotten courtroom, is more than a curiosity. It’s a reminder that 
our ancestors weren’t just names in family trees—they were complex, proud, struggling human 
beings trying to keep their households and their self-respect intact. They made mistakes. They lost 
their tempers. They paid the price.
Let’s pause and remember the women who once stood on either side of the clothesline—holding up 
more than just washing, but the weight of their entire lives.
This incident occurred 22 June 1883. The article appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald, 4 August 
1883, p 9, Metropolitan Quarter Sessions.
It’s interesting to note that Susan O’Leary, my 3-x great-grandmother, married Charles Mierendorff 
on 15 June 1868 three years after this event.2

I wonder what Alice Mierendorff thought about this. Did the feud continue? Or did they become 
best of friends?
1	 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/13540961?searchTerm=susan%20oleary
2	 Marriage certificate of Charles Merendorf and Susan O’Leary, NSW Registry of Births Deaths Marriages, 

580/1868.

Valé Muriel Resta
Sadly we announce that member Muriel Resta passed away in 
April this year. 
Muriel lived in Port Macquarie from 1999 to 2004, during which 
she was an active member of the society. After relocating to 
Inverell, she continued her membership until her death this year.
During her time with us, she worked as a library volunteer and 
committee member and then accepted the role of Secretary in 
2001. Muriel began and organised the Laurieton Coffee and 
Chat for two years where she initiated the ‘buddy mate’ system. 
Muriel also coordinated the project ‘100 Lives in Port Macquarie 
Cemetery’.
Muriel left Port Macquarie to return to Inverell in 2004 where 
she had lived for many years. She continued her family history 
involvement with the Inverell District FHG and was awarded Life Membership in 2012.
The members of PMDFHS send their best wishes to her family.

Muriel Resta

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/13540961?searchTerm=susan%20oleary
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40th Birthday Celebration 
Saturday, 28 June 2025

Jennifer Mullin
Upon reviewing all the editions of Footsteps from October 
1985, it is evident that our Society has long valued social 
interaction, recognition of significant milestones, and 
creativity among its members.
Our 40th Luncheon at the Clydesdale Room at Port 
Macquarie Racecourse was another one of these occasions. 
56 members gathered to celebrate, which is almost the 
same numbers at the previous two occasions. We were 
honoured by the presence of one of our founding members, 
Carol Smallman, as well as longstanding members Gwen 
and Richard Grimmond, while new members integrated 
seamlessly into the community.
President, Diane Gillespie welcomed everyone and inspired us with her sentiments: 

We celebrate forty years of shared memories, many achievements, and countless triumphs. 
Whether you have been here from the very beginning or have joined us somewhere along the 
way, your presence is a testament to the enduring power of connection and the bonds we have 
forged over four decades…………..
So let us raise our glasses high—to the past, for all it has taught us; to the present, and to the 
future, for the adventures yet to come.
Here’s to forty years of resilience and achievement, to friendships that have stood the test of 
time, to dreams that refuse to fade, and to the power of unity and purpose.
May the next forty years be filled with as much hope, laughter, and inspiration as the last. 
Thank you—all of you—for being part of this extraordinary journey. Let’s celebrate the spirit 
that has brought us together and will carry us forward for years to come.

We invited past Presidents, Pauline Every, Brian Panisset and Rex Toomey to join Diane in cutting 
the cake. 
We were served a two-course meal and coffee and tea prepared by CharBar Catering. The cake,  
made by Bel’s Bakery, was our dessert. The tables were decorated by Bernice Darby, Karen Quinn 
and Narelle Milligan. Trysha Hanly designed the place cards and Menu Card. The theme of Ruby—
the gemstone for a 40th anniversary—was echoed in all parts of the room. The Society provided a 
sparkling wine for the toast which was appreciated by our members. 
Scrapbook albums from the Society archives and our publications over the years were on display. 
Unfortunately, the slide show did not work on the day, but we played it at the following General Meeting. 
Our raffles were popular with the first prize of a $100 voucher to Cafe 66 won by Margaret Hill.
Thank you to the committee who made our party so memorable.
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Celebrating

40 years
The Third Decade: 2005–2014

Festivals/Seminars
This decade was one of intensity and energy relating to activities of our members. In addition to the 
dozens of guest speakers at the General Meetings who presented talks on a wide variety of topics, 
other events included the following:
The Hastings Heritage Fair was held regularly around April/May each year throughout the decade. 
In 2006 the theme was ‘Our Industrial Heritage’. At Douglas Vale, a table was set up displaying 
information on the Society and members attended and answered questions related to family history 
research. Presentations on ‘The History of Men and the Growing of Sugar Cane in Port Macquarie’ 
and ‘Preserving your Precious Documents’ were held at the Meeting Room at Port Macquarie Library. 
Fun was also had when some of our members performed a light-hearted play titled, ‘Who Cocked 
His Fowling Piece?’ Tackling history in a totally different way, they presented a court case related 
to the sugar industry. 
The cast included Cheryl 
Perry, Anne Pope, Ian 
Carswell, Peter and May 
Watson, Yvonne and Rex 
Toomey, Pam Yates and 
‘heckler’, Gwen Griffin. 
In the years to follow, 
themes for the Heritage 
Festival included: in 
2008, ‘Our Place’, held 
at Douglas Vale with a 
display also at the library; 
in 2009, ‘Mapping Your 
Way Around Family 
History’ with speaker, 
Carl Bennett (with PMH 
Council); in 2010, ‘Making 

Members performing in the play, ‘Who Cocked His Fowling Piece?’, a light-hearted 
play presenting a court case related to the sugar industry.
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of our Nation’. This included talks on ‘Tracing our Convict Beginnings’ by Rex Toomey, and 
‘Display and Stories on Governor Lachlan Macquarie’ by Richard Grimmond; in 2011, the theme 
was ‘Digging Deeper’ at Panthers with four guest speakers and tables set up; in 2012, ‘Innovation 
and Invention’ with digital photography and a demonstration of how computers have revolutionised 
digital imaging in historical research; in 2014, together with the Royal Australian Historical Society, 
there were information sessions for both beginners and more advanced researchers. 
Celebrations for National Family History Week in August each year, included: in 2006, at the 
library, a seminar with Transcription Agents, Joy and Allan Murrin, as well as a Writing Workshop 
with Dr Noeline Kyle and Rob Willis; in 2010, a meeting at the library was held with the theme, 
‘Scandals, Crime and Corruption’. In this same year, as well as a display at the library, there was 
also an exhibition at the Glasshouse from June to August, with members in attendance. The theme 
for this exhibition was ‘Transported – Life in Australia’s Convict Female Factories’. In 2012, 
National Family History Week was celebrated in July with seven presentations in two rooms in the 
Port Macquarie Library. 
In May 2009, a Family History Expo was held at Panthers with the theme, ‘Throw Some Light on 
Your Family History’. Seventeen stall holders attended, and guest speakers included Nola Mackey 
who spoke on ‘Researching your English Ancestors’, Janice Howie, State Library of NSW on 
‘Convict Research’, and Gail Davis, Senior Archivist State Records NSW on ‘Immigration and 
other topics’.
In May 2011, a Family History Fair was held at Panthers. With the theme of ‘Digging Deeper’, 
there were four expert speakers with the focus on finding the less obvious sources of information. 
Also held at Panthers, in the Auditorium, in May 2013, an enormous effort was made by our 
members when we hosted another Family History Fair with twenty trade and society tables. The 
theme was ‘Escape … to Port Macquarie’. Four world-class speakers participated, including Paul 
Parton from FamilySearch, Vicki Eldridge from FindMyPast, Brad Argent from Ancestry, and 
Eugenia Rauch from Jakerah Publishing.
Open Days were often held conjointly with these fairs and festivals, and they were a useful way 
of encouraging new members. When the NSW Governor, Her Excellency Professor Dame Marie 
Bashir AD, CVO, visited the Hastings in December 2006, to celebrate 50 years of historical 
societies and museums in the district, weeklong celebrations included our open day with the title, 
‘Who do you think you are?’ Display tables with members in attendance were also held at various 
places throughout the decade at the Timbertown Steam Festival in July 2010, at the Volunteers 
Expo at Panthers in May 2012, and Hastings Department Store in February 2012.
Seminars and Workshops held throughout this decade included a visit from the President of The 
Federation of Family History Societies UK, Lady Teviot, in November 2005, who spoke about 
‘English Wills’, ‘Workhouses in 18th Century’, and ‘London Research’. In February 2007, we hosted 
members of the Society of Australian Genealogists, who presented topics pertaining to the theme, 
‘Colonial Paper Trail’. In April 2007, Helen Dickinson and Laurie Turtle gave presentations on the 
theme of ‘Deeds, Debts and Duds’. In June 2008, a seminar with the title, ‘Where Have You Really 
Been’, was held with guest speaker, Lindsay Allen from State Records of NSW. In April 2010, an 
Irish Seminar was held with guest speakers, Perry McIntyre and Terry Eakin. In August 2014, 
Carol Baxter presented another Writing Workshop.
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Fundraising with a difference!
Catering for the NSW BIG Bike 
Ride. 22 and 23 March 2007. 
Our team of happy volunteers 
worked on the preparation of 
food to feed hungry bike riders 
at Timbertown, Wauchope and 
the following day at Oxley Oval, 
Port Macquarie. 

SOCIAL
The third decade could be described as – social! There were four social co-ordinators—Yvonne 
Davidson (three years), Jenni Heinecke, Fran Stephenson, and May Watson. The position was 
unfilled in 2008-2009, but it appears that Pam Yates, the secretary, stepped in and organised some 
functions.
Early each year a Meet and Greet BBQ or picnic was organised. Locations were Cowarra Dam 
Picnic Area; McInerney Park; Settlement Point; and Sancrox Reserve. The organiser organised 
all food and members paid for it. However, at times, there were BYO events. One Meet & Greet 
included a Cemetery Walk around Crossroads Cemetery, followed by a Sausage Sizzle by the River 
at Rocks Ferry Reserve, Wauchope.
Another historical event was ‘a wonderful afternoon’ exploring the Lake Innes House ruins at 
Port Macquarie. Members also listened as Ray Cooper and Shirley Gamack led them around 
Beechwood Cemetery. Afterwards they adjourned to the Beechwood Hotel for lunch. 
A more physical morning was spent at 10-pin bowling in 2010, followed by morning tea. 
Christmas in July was another popular event. Venues were Tommys by the Beach and the Country 
Comfort Motel. A feature of the traditional Christmas lunch was a Dutch auction—organised by 
‘Santa Rex’ and assisted by his Yvonne elves, Yvonne Toomey and Yvonne Davidson. They raised 
$700 in 2013! Santa rested in 2011 and organised a ‘Family History’ style Trivia quiz. Venues were 
the PM Golf club; Country Comfort Motel; and one at El Paso Motel.
Other social events involved cruises. In Port Macquarie, members cruised around the river and 
canals on the Chinese Junk. Another cruise was with the Probus club along the Hastings River. 
Members enjoyed the two-hour river cruise in Laurieton with morning tea followed by lunch at the 
Laurieton United Services Club and asked for another one. The next one was a four-hour cruise to 
Queen’s Lake and Herons Creek later that year. 
Coffee & Chat sessions—a mixture of social and educational! Laurieton and Port libraries were the 
venues with sessions proving to be very popular over the decade. 
And … the 25th Birthday Luncheon occurred in this decade. On Saturday 26th June 2010 fifty-four 
members celebrated in style at the Country Comfort Motel.
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Secretary
2005-07	 Wendy Anson
2007-09	 Pam Yates 
2009-12	 Trysha Hanly
2012-15	 Wendy Anson

President
2005-06	 Dorothy Hopkins
2006-07	 Rosalie McIlrick
2007-09	 Jan Shelley
2009-11	 Brian Panisset
2011-15	 Rex Toomey

Vice-President
2005-06	 Barbara Robins, 
	 Terry Browne
2006-07	 Barbara Robins, 
	 Beryl Walters
2007-08	 Cheryl Perry, 
	 Rex Toomey 
2009-10	 Rex Toomey, 
	 Jan Shelley
2010-13	 Gwen Grimmond
2013-15	 Diane Gillespie

Treasurer
2005-07	 Roy Burges
2007-09	 Anne Keena
2009-11	 David Hanly
2011-15	 Clive Smith

COMMITTEE MEMBERS*
In compiling a list of the members of our Society who volunteered to be committee members, we 
have only recorded the Executive members on the website Honour Roll. We would like to recognise 
all committee members. This list is for the third decade of 2005-2014. Please note, officer bearers 
are elected mid-year, so some terms will extend into the previous and following decade.
* This listing is possibly incomplete and only as accurate as records permit. 

Archives
2011-14	 Clive Smith

Patron
2005-08	 Robert Drew,  
	 Rob Oakeshott MP

Accessioning
2006-07	 Anne Keena, 
	 Gwen Grimmond
2007-11	 Gwen Grimmond, 
	 Trysha Hanly
2011-12	 Gwen Grimmond, 
	 Trysha Hanly, 
	 Jennifer Mullin
2012-14	 Gwen Grimmond, 
	 Jennifer Mullin

Minutes Secretary
2005-07	 Ray Wilson
2008-09	 Anne Pope
2009-13	 Trysha Hanly, 
	 Wendy Anson

Journals Librarian
2005-06	 June Burges
2006-07	 Beryl Walters
2007-09	 Lesley Moore
2009-10	 Maggie Heffernan
2010-11	 Wendy Anson
2011-13	 Jennifer Mullin
2013-14 	 Diane Gillespie,  
	 Sue Brindley

InfoEmail
2011-14	 Wendy Anson

Auditor
2006-07	 R J Langham

Footsteps
2005-06	 Kay Browne 
	 Proofreader:  
	 Yvonne Toomey 
2006-09	 Anne Keena 
	 Proofreader: 
	 Yvonne Toomey
2009-10	 Rex and  
	 Yvonne Toomey 
	 Proofreader: 
	 Maggie Heffernan, 
	 June Burges
2010–11	 Yvonne Toomey 
	 Proofreader: 
	 June Burges, 
	 Kay Browne
2011-12	 Yvonne Toomey 
	 Proofreader and 		
	 despatch: 
	 Sandra Lynch, 
	 June Burges, 
	 Olwen McNeill	
2012-14	 Eugenia Rauch

Meeting Catering
2008-09	 Trysha Hanly, 
	 Richard and Gwen 	
	 Grimmond
2009-12	 Richard and Gwen 	
	 Grimmond
2011-12	 Richard and Gwen 	
	 Grimmond, 
	 Jennifer Mullin, 
	 Shirley Mann
2012-14	 Gwen Grimmond

Membership
2006-12	 Olwen McNeill 
2012-14	 Jennifer Mullin



40th Anniversary = 17Footsteps 176 August 2025

Publications
2007-11	 Yvonne Toomey
2011-12	 Trysha Hanly, 
	 Rex and 
	 Yvonne Toomey, 
	 Pauline Every

Research
2005-07	 Jan Shelley
2007-09	 Maggie Heffernan
2009-10	 Kay Browne
2010-11	 Lorraine Earl
2011-12	 Lorraine Earl, 
	 Yvonne Toomey
2012-13	 Lorraine Earl
2013-14	 Amanda Short

Resources Coordinator
2007-08	 Yvonne Toomey
2008-10	 Shirley Mann
2010-11	 Clive Smith
2011-12	 Gwen Grimmond, 
	 Trysha Hanly, 
	 Jennifer Mullin
2013-14	 Gwen Grimmond, 
	 Jennifer Mullin

Publicity
2005-07	 Fran Stephenson
2007-08	 Lin Panisset
2008-09	 Cheryl Perry
2009–10	 Lin Panisset
2010–11	 Lynette Potts
2011–14	 Pauline Every

NSW and ACT Assoc. 
Delegate
2012-14	 Clive Smith

Loans and Publications
2005-07	 Shirley Mann

Museums Working 
Group
2008-09	 Lesley Moore,  
	 Jan Shelley, 
	 Pam Yates
2009–10	 Brian Panisset, 
	 Pauline Every
2010–11	 Brian Panisset 
2011-14	 Rex Toomey

Public Officer
2006-11	 Olwen McNeill 
2011-14	 Clive Smith

Web Design
2005-2008	 Carol Bennett
2008-2011	 Yvonne Toomey
2013-2014	 Pauline Every

Roster
2005-06	 Lorraine Earl
2006-08	 Norma Burgess
2008-09	 Maggie Heffernan
2009-10	 Lynne Frances
2010-14	 Wendy Anson

Ryerson Index
2008-12	 Kay Browne 
2011-12	 Terry Browne
2012-14	 Kay and Terry Browne

Welfare
2011-12	 Trysha Hanly

Workshop Coordinators
2005-06	 Training:  
	 Lorraine Earl
2006-07	 Training: 
	 Norma Burgess
2008-09	 Family History on the 	
	 Web: Jan Shelley
2008-09	 Training:  
	 Maggie Heffernan
2011–14	 Training and 
	 Development:  
	 Clive Smith, 
	 Wendy Anson, 
	 Jennifer Mullin

Social Secretary
2005-07	 Yvonne Davidson

Pioneer Register  
Sub-Committee
2008-10	 Glennie McCartney  
	 Pam Yates, 
	 Jan Shelley

Cemetery Sub-
Committee
2009-10	 Jan Shelley, 
	 Olwen McNeill, 
	 Wendy Anson, 
	 David and  
	 Trysha Hanly
2010–11	 Olwen McNeill, 
	 Sheila Jones, 
	 David and  
	 Trysha Hanly 
	 Wendy Anson

Project Coordinator
2012-13:	 ‘Ask Granny’ Outreach 
	 Program:  
	 Wendy Anson
	 St Thomas Early 
	 BDMs:  
	 Clive Smith
2013-14	 Bibliographical Data 
	 Base:  
	 Rex Toomey
	 PM Gaol Break-up 
	 Version 2:  
	 Clive Smith
	 Swimming Pool Tile 
	 Stories: 
	 Yvonne Toomey

Events Coordinator
2007-08	 Yvonne Davidson
2009-10	 Jenni Heinecke
2010-11	 Fran Stephenson
2011–14	 May Watson
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SOCIETY NEWS
In July 2005, a new logo was adopted. It was 
designed by Fleur Anson, daughter of Wendy, 
the Secretary. It depicted a simple path leading 
to a family and a tree which might best illustrate 
the society’s aim. The figures of family members 
are depicted following the path that enabled them 
to build their family tree. The shape of the tree 
was chosen as a visual link with the pine trees of 
Port Macquarie which have been planted over the 
years. Three natural elements earth (sand), water 
and tree balance the scene, and influenced the 
colour choice of gold, blue and green.

Later in the year shirts were embroidered with the new logo – for $10.

Membership numbers climbed in this decade: 170 members in November 2005; 185 in August 
2006; and about 200 in February 2012.

Support Groups began at the beginning of 2007 with an Internet Genealogy Group; in 2010, an 
Ancestry.com Group. Irish Research featured in 2010 with meetings from 1pm to 4pm. The time 
changed to two hours in 2012, and was renamed Research Support Group. A Family Tree Maker 
Group began in July 2013 and ran into 2014, and a Roots Magic Support Group began in August 2014. 

For Sale in February 2010: White Fine Bone China Mugs, enhanced with dark 
blue lettering and images for $10 each.

Parking for our members to attend the General Meetings was at a premium 
at the Lions Den, so in June 2012 the committee changed the venue to the 
Port Macquarie-Hastings Library in Grant Street. The meeting time was also 
changed from 1.30pm to 1pm. 

In November 2009, the society gave $1,500 to the library to buy resources. In 
2012 we gave $1,000.

In May 2012, the first InfoEmail was sent to members. 

The ‘Ask Granny’ program ran from 2012 until 2014. It involved 160 hours of volunteer work in 
nine Lifestyle and Retirement Villages. Then there were two sessions in the library. It introduced 
the participants to family history and recording their own stories for their grandchildren. PMH 
Council provided us with a $1,500 grant for this project.

In August 2012, our members began work writing stories for the Port Macquarie Tiles Project. The 
project was a way of recording the social history of Port Macquarie in 1965. A fund-raising project 
was run by the Rotary Club to build the amenities block at the Memorial Swimming Pool. They 
acknowledged each £5 donation from residents, businesses or community clubs with a tile on the 
front wall of the block. The glazed tiles were embossed/painted/engraved and eventually made into 
a mosaic fastened to the outside wall. Stories behind the names on the tiles were written by Society 
members with the intention that they would be published in a book called ‘Tile Tales’. The book 
was launched in July 2018.

Previous logo
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The society has conducted research by request over the years. The fee was $15 for the initial 
enquiry. In 2008, the price rose to $20, which has remained constant to this day.

The first reference to DNA was a story by Wendy Anson in Footsteps, August 2013, titled, ‘My 
Experience so Far’.

Volunteer Morning Teas were organised by the Committee in the Library. The committee members 
hosted it in the meeting room and provided delicious goodies. 

Mary and Ian Carswell donated a Microfiche Reader to the society. They also printed many 
documents and booklets and often had ‘working bees’ at their home. The photocopier belonged to 
the Lions Club who were happy for it to be used by the society. 

FOOTSTEPS
It was the May 2005 edition of Footsteps that Rex Toomey’s Computer Corner No 1 appeared and 
it became a regular article in each edition of Footsteps during this decade. As members’ reliance on 
the computer became more important, Rex generously shared his expertise and provided invaluable 
assistance to members. In Aug 2014, the title of his Computer Corner No. 36 was ‘Password Security 
and Password Managers’, a subject of more critical importance than ever twenty years later, in 2025.

In 2005, a competition was introduced inviting the reader to submit an article with the title, ‘The 
Ancestor I Would Invite to Dinner.’ 

The February 2006 edition of Footsteps was the 100th edition of our journal. 

Early in this decade, notices of invitations to family reunions were common, but as the decade 
rolled on, these notices and advertisements for businesses, became less and less.

From August 2009, there was a significant increase in the number of articles from members. With 
more information becoming available on the website and also, with the introduction of InfoEmail, 
(first mentioned in the Footsteps contents list in the November 2011 edition), so there became 
less reliance on using Footsteps as previously which had included library rosters, and calendars of 
meetings and social events. 

In February 2010, a book review became a regular inclusion and in May 2010, a new segment was 
introduced: ‘Can You Help?’

In September 2011, the Nick Vine Hall Award was presented by the Australasian Federation of 
Family History Organisations (AFFHO) for winner in Category A for 2010 Journal. The Editor at 
that time was Yvonne Toomey. In August 2014, the Nick Vine Hall Award was again presented to 
us by the AFFHO for the May 2013 issue of Footsteps. Editor at the time was Eugenia Rauch.

Fees
From August 2006, half yearly fees were introduced, i.e. 1 January –30 June. The fees for membership 
of the society in this decade remained unchanged until June 2011 when the fees increased by $5. 
The reason for the increase was recorded as increased postage costs. Single membership is now 
$30, and family membership is $40.

RECOGNITION AWARDS 
In July 2005, Port Macquarie Mayor, Rob Drew presented Barbara Robins and Cheryl Perry with 
Certificates of Recognition at the 20th Anniversary Lunch.
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In 2006, Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO, Governor of NSW, presented a Certificate 
to President, Rosalie McIlrick, on behalf of the society’s volunteers. 
In June 2010, at the 25th Anniversary Lunch, Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Gwen 
Grimmond (24½ years), Joyce Ormsby, and Pat Longworth.
2014: The Dorothy Fellowes Website Award was presented to us for a website designed and 
administered by a society member. Website manager at that time was Pauline Every. The Mander-
Jones Award was presented to our Society from the Australian Society of Archivists for our Church 
of St Thomas Port Macquarie Early Parish Registers, editors were Clive Smith and Trysha Hanly.

Publications

Nov 2004 Index to NSW Probates 1800-1952 for Persons of Hastings and 
Surrounding Areas.

May 2005 Pioneer Women of Port Macquarie 1821-1823.
Aug 2006 Harvesting the Hastings-Thematic Study of Primary Industries in the 

District. The Port Macquarie News Index to Court Reports July 1882 
to Dec 1907 (District Courts, Bailiffs Sales, Courts of Petty Sessions, 
Divorce, Inquest, Licensing Court, Probate, Quarter Sessions, Small 
Debts).

Nov 2006 Convict Male Transportation to Port Macquarie.
Oct 2008 Reprint of PM&D Cemeteries 1997-2001.

Convicts Transportation to and from Port Macquarie 1827-1837.
May 2009 Were They Here? Port Macquarie-Hastings NSW: Compendium of 

Burials and Cremations 1st Edition 1821-2001 & Beyond. (CD)
Mar 2010 Runaways, Robbers and Incorrigible Rogues, Certificates of Freedom 

Records for Port Macquarie Convicts 13 Dec 1823-26 Apr 1827. 
June 2010 Port Macquarie-Hastings Pioneer Register 1821-1900.
May 2011 Breaking up of the Convict Establishment at Port Macquarie 1847, 

Sydney Gaol Records for Convicts for Port Macquarie April 1821-1826, 
Updated edition of Harvesting the Hastings, General Cemeteries of 
Port Macquarie-Transcriptions and Images.

May 2012 Port Macquarie Bibliographical Index 1821-2010.
May 2013 Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life Story.
June 2013 Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie Early Parish Registers of 

Baptisms, 1824-1864, Marriages 1824-1856 and Burial Records  
1824-1876.
The Royal Australian Historical Society provided a grant which assisted 
with the printing and selling of this publication.
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Where Conscience and Commerce Collided: 
Early Methodism in Colonial Sint Maarten

Peter Day
This article was written with the assistance of Claude AI.

George Illidge stood quietly at the doorway of Thomas 
Simmons’ modest house in Cole Bay on the Dutch 

Caribbean island of Sint Maarten. It was the late 1810s. 
From inside came the fervent, resonant voice of preacher 
John Hodge, delivering what George would later call ‘the 
only gospel sermon he had heard since leaving England.’ 
Drawn by whispers of clandestine gatherings and recalling 
the evangelical teachings of his youth in Kew, London, 
George had ventured here cautiously—due not just to official 
prohibition, but because these pioneering Methodists were 
all people of colour, a radical congregation challenging 
colonial norms. That evening marked a turning point in 
George’s life and ignited a movement that would leave a 
lasting legacy on Sint Maarten.1

George is my third great-granduncle. Born in 1773 in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme in Staffordshire, England, he had 
arrived on Sint Maarten in 1789 to assist his uncle, Richard 
Bailey, a prominent physician-planter.2 Since 1648, when 
the Dutch and French colonialists made the Treaty of 
Concordia, the island of St Martin was divided into the French northern part and the Dutch southern 
part. Richard had settled in the Dutch part but owned two sugar plantations in the French part. 
George settled in Philipsburg, capital of Dutch Sint Maarten.
He later became a successful merchant and a planter—he bought the St George sugar plantation on 
the French side of the island in 1821.4  He also became respected member of Sint Maarten’s colonial 
administration. In 1817, he was appointed a member of the Council of Policy for Sint Maarten and 
consequently known as ‘The Honourable George Illidge’.5  Yet, despite his successful secular life, 
something resonated deeply within him that evening outside Simmons’s home, igniting a spiritual 
fervour that quickly spread to his wife, Susan Warner, who he had married in 1799.6

Susan, initially wary of the unfamiliar teachings, soon shared George’s newfound passion; she 
would become known as the ‘mother of Methodism’ on Sint Maarten. George and some others 
obtained permission for public worship. George and Susan also allowed services to be held in 
their home in Philipsburg, which is now known as the Brick Building. In the late 19th century, the 
Brick Building housed a school, it was briefly used by the occupying French military during World 
War II, and it was a kindergarten in the mid 20th century. Still standing today and now used as a 
Methodist church hall, it is the oldest remaining building in Philipsburg, having been constructed 
about 1785.7 

George and Susan’s joint embrace of Methodism occurred during a period when the Dutch 
colonialists viewed the Methodist movement with suspicion and hostility, likely because of fear of 

George Illidge, c17883
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social unrest, racial tensions, 
or British influences. 
Methodist preachers were 
sometimes threatened, 
and John Hodge narrowly 
escaped being ‘tarred and 
feathered’ by an angry mob 
led by a woman wielding a 
cowhide whip. Responding 
swiftly, George leveraged 
his influence to persuade 
the island’s governor to 
provide military protection, 
ensuring the safety of 
Methodist gatherings.9

Recognizing the importance 
of establishing a permanent 
place for worship, George 
and Susan actively support-
ed the construction of Sint 
Maarten’s first Method-
ist chapel in Philipsburg in 
1823.11 George’s substantial 
financial contributions to 
the Wesleyan Mission Fund 
significantly bolstered the 
growing Methodist commu-
nity.12

By 1827, George’s dedi-
cation culminated in his 
leadership role at meetings 
forming the island’s branch 
of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Missionary Society. Along-
side George stood Lucas Percival, a fellow member of the island’s colonial administration who had 
also been inspired by Methodism, further cementing the movement’s social prominence.13  Born 
in 1789,14 Lucas owned several sugar plantations and had been appointed in 1824 to the island’s 
Council of Justice, the local equivalent of a Supreme Court, and so he too had the title of ‘The 
Honourable’.15

Personal loss intertwined the Illidge family with Methodism’s narrative. The premature death of 
George’s nephew, George Illidge junior, in 1833 profoundly affected the family and community, 
notably leading Amelia, Lucas’s second wife, to convert to Methodism by the sight of George 
junior, ‘a young Englishman, who, in the prime of life, far from the home of his fathers, died 
rejoicing in the hope of glory’.16

Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Philipsburg, c1830?10

The Brick Building today.8
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Susanna Illidge, George junior’s daughter, would further solidify the family’s Methodist connections 
by marrying Reverend William Tapley Waymouth,17 a Methodist minister who played a significant 
role in the religious life of Philipsburg.

Throughout the 1830s and early 1850s, George senior and Lucas maintained their positions as 
pillars of the Methodist community. George and Susan cemented this in 1838 with their donation 
of their home, the Brick Building, to the Methodist Church.19 George and Lucas’s persistent support 
was instrumental in erecting a new, larger Methodist church in Philipsburg, inaugurated in 1851.19 

The new building symbolized the firm establishment of Methodism on Sint Maarten, a visible 
testament to the community’s growing influence and cohesion. 

Susan died in 1846, George in 1854. They are buried together in Cul-de-Sac Cemetery in Philipsburg. 
Both their epitaphs mention their faith and conclude with a relevant bible quotation. Lucas Percival 
died in 1862. He too is buried in Cul-de-Sac Cemetery alongside his first wife, Sarah Halman.22 

His third wife, Harriet Mason Illidge, George senior’s niece and my second great-grandaunt, would 
outlive him by nearly 30 years, dying on Sint Maarten in 1891 at the age of 82.23

Throughout their lives, however, George and Lucas’s Methodist devotion existed alongside a 
troubling contradiction. The enthusiastic adoption of Methodism by George senior, Lucas and their 
families contrasted with George and Lucas’s roles as plantation owners who relied on enslaved 
labour. The complexities inherent in this duality became starkly evident in 1848. Following France’s 
abolition of slavery on its territories, twenty-six slaves from Lucas’s Diamond Estate seized their 
opportunity for freedom, dramatically crossing at night into French Saint Martin along a bush 
track.24 This event underscored the moral contradictions faced by Methodist adherents on Sint 
Maarten and became symbolic of the island’s struggle with slavery and emancipation; it is still 
remembered today on Sint Maarten.
This contradiction mirrored broader Methodist tensions elsewhere. It might seem odd that keen 
Methodists would nevertheless continue to own slaves, particularly as the founder of Methodism, 
John Wesley, was opposed to slavery, publishing a work in 1774 that denounced it. However, 

Philipsburg Methodist Church today21 
This is not the original – it was rebuilt in 1979.

New Wesleyan Methodist Church, Philipsburg, c185220



24Footsteps 176 August 2025

Wesley’s view was not universal in 
Methodism, particularly in the United 
States, where the Methodists split 
in 1844 over the slaveholdings of a 
bishop, James Osgood Andrew.25 
To be Methodist in those days did 
not necessarily entail opposition 
to slavery, with some justifying it 
through economic necessity and 
prevailing societal norms. The Sint 
Maarten Methodists, influenced 
by both American and European 
Methodist traditions, navigated these 
same moral complexities in their 
local context.
From 1848, slavery on the Dutch side 
existed largely on paper. The plantation system had already been faced with persistent challenges. 
Periodic hurricanes (notably in 1819), soil depletion, drought and falling sugar prices steadily 
eroded profits. The Sint Maarten sugar estates never matched the productivity of larger Caribbean 
colonies like Suriname. With the whole plantation system becoming increasingly uneconomic, 
planters lobbied the Dutch government for an official end to slavery.27 Lucas Percival and 40 other 
residents of Philipsburg signed such a petition in the mid 1850s. The stated grounds were that the 
slaves, having been promised their freedom in 1848, and seeing emancipation on the French side, 
were unhappy workers, who would come and go as they pleased between the Dutch and French 
sides of the island, an intolerable situation for both the slaves and their owners.28

The contradiction of practicing Methodists owning slaves continued until the Netherlands formally 
abolished slavery in its colonies in 1863. The estates of both George and Susan, and Lucas Percival, 
received government compensation for the emancipation of their enslaved labourers—thirteen 
and eighty-six respectively.29 George and Susan’s joint will poignantly highlighted their complex 
legacy, granting freedom to sixteen enslaved individuals, recognising their faithful service and the 
deep bonds forged through years of intimate, albeit unequal, coexistence.30

Today, the Methodist Church remains a vibrant part of Sint Maarten’s spiritual landscape, its roots 
extending back to that evening when George Illidge first heard John Hodge preach in Thomas 
Simmons’ modest home. The stories of George and Susan Illidge, and Lucas Percival, reveal how 
religious conviction and moral compromise could coexist within the same individuals, reflecting 
the broader contradictions of colonial Caribbean society. Their legacy reminds us that faith, like 
history itself, is rarely simple—shaped by the collision between conscience and commerce that 
defined their era and continues to echo in our understanding of the past.
1	 Rev T W Waymouth (sic – should be W T), ‘New Chapel at St. Martin’s’, Papers Relating to the Wesleyan 

Missions and the State of Heathen Countries, vol. X no. 162 and 163 and CXXVIII (June 1852), p42, accessed via 
Gale.

2	 Gravestone of George Illidge and Susan Warner, Cul-de-Sac Cemetery, Philipsburg, Sint Maarten, from a 
transcription and photos taken on 13 March 2024 by my sister. Curiously, there is no baptism record for George, 
although there is for both his older brother and all of his younger siblings.

The grave of George and Susan Illidge26
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3	 Shared on Ancestry by Marchlane80 on 18 Feb 2016, who gave this description: From a direct family member—a 
portrait, reported to be at age 17—perhaps before he went to Dutch West Indies.

4	 Denise Parisis & Henri Parisis, ‘The Century of Sugar in French Saint-Martin’, Bulletin de la Société d’Histoire 
de la Guadeloupe, (99-100-101-102: 1994), DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/1043725ar, p208.

5	 W.A. Fasel & F.J.M. Otten, Inventory of the Archives of the Ministry of Colonies, 1814-1849, access number 
2.10.01, NL-HaNa, 1954, p120. See also NL-HaNa, 2.10.01, item 3929, 1818.

6	 NL-HaNa, Inventory of the Archives of St. Eustatius, St. Maarten and Saba, 1709-1828 (1869), 1.05.13.01 item 
454 image 102, 1799.

7	 Will Johnson, ‘The Brick Building’, The Saba Islander, https://thesabaislander.com/2017/09/01/the-brick-
building/, 1 September 2017.

8	 Will Johnson, ‘Brick Building’, 2017.
9	 R. Colley Hutchinson, A Hundred Years of Methodism in Dutch St. Maarten, Campfield Press, St. Albans, 1951, 

quoted by Will Johnson, ‘Brick Building’, 2017.
10	Unknown artist. From the Caroline Simpson Library & Research Collection, L2007/102-1, Museums of History 

New South Wales.
11	Rev T W Waymouth, ‘New Chapel’, 1852.
12	Too many to detail here but totaling £87.
13	‘St. Martin’s – Extract of a Letter from Mr. Nelson, dated Dec. 7th, 1827’, The Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine, 

Volume 51, 1828, London, p573, accessed via HathiTrust Digital Library.
14	Sint Maarten Civil Registry, Death Certificate, Lucas Percival, 11/1862, Sint Maarten, shared by NeilPerry on 

Ancestry on 16 April 2021. 
15	NL-HaNa, Inventory of the Archives of the Ministry of Colonies, 1814-1849, 2.10.01 item 3940 image 78, 21 

February 1824.
16	‘Obituary’ The Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine, volume 80, 1857, London, pp 475-6, accessed via HathiTrust 

Digital Library.
17	CBG|Center for Family History, WieWasWie, death record Susanna Illidge, 22 March 1895.
18	NL-HaNa, Inventory of the Archives of St. Eustatius, St. Maarten and Saba, 1709-1828 (1869), 1.05.13.01 item 

482 image 43, 18 January 1838. 
19	Rev T W Waymouth, ‘New Chapel ‘, 1852.
20	Rev T W Waymouth, ‘New Chapel’, 1852.
21	Wikipedia Commons, Methodist church, Philipsburg, image by Luigi Rosa, Philipsburg, St. Maarten, 2016, CC 

BY-SA 2.0.
22	From transcriptions and photos taken at Cul-de-sac Cemetery, Philipsburg, Sint Maarten, 13 March 2024 by my sister.
23	CBG|Center for Family History, WieWasWie, death record Harriet Mason Percival, 28 April 1891.
24	Department of Records & Information Management of Sint Maarten, Nomination Form for the International 

Memory of the World Register, Route/Root to Freedom: A case study of how enslaved Africans gained their 
freedom on the dual national island of Sint Maarten/Saint Martin, UNESCO ID Code 2016-96, undated.

25	Brian D. Lawrence, The relationship between the Methodist Church, Slavery and Politics, 1784-1844, Thesis, 
Rowan University, 2018, pp 65-84.

26	Photograph taken by my sister, 13 March 2024.
27	Jessica Roitman, ‘The Price You Pay: Choosing Family, Friends, and Familiarity over Freedom in the Leeward 

Islands, 1835–1863’, chapter 11 in Slaving Zones: Cultural Identities, Ideologies, and Institutions in the Evolution 
of Global Slavery, Studies in Global Slavery, vol 4, eds Jeff Fynn-Paul and Damian Alan Pargas, Brill, 2018, pp 
249-276.

28	‘Report of Actions 1854/55: pt 2’, Supplement to the Dutch Government Gazette, Netherlands States-General, 
p713, accessed via Hathitrust Digital Library.

29	CBG|Center for Family History, WieWasWie, Slavery Resources, George Illidge and Lucas Percival, 1863. 
30	Val Arnold, ‘Sweet Success Part 2’, Footsteps, Port Macquarie Family History Society, Port Macquarie, NSW, 

Australia, October 2007, p25.
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These books were accessioned May 2025. 
The list shows the title of record, author, access number in the PMDFHS library, classification 
number and format. They are located in the Local Studies/Family History Room of the Port 
Macquarie Library. 
Armidale and District Historical Society Journal and Proceedings, No. 56. Armidale and 
District Historical Society, 2013.
	 2545, NSW:NW/6a-Arm, Book.
Dead & Buried: A Curious history of Sydney’s earliest burial grounds. Warren Fahey, 2022.
	 2541, NSW: Syd/4a-Syd, Book.
Growing up in the 1930s. Richard Grimmond, 2024.
	 2539, FAM/Gri, Book
Mothers, Matrons, and Lady Superintendents. Noeline Kyle, 2023.
	 2536, AUS/Peo, Book.
Pre-1841 Censuses & Population Listings in the British Isles. Colin R Chapman. Lochin 
Publishing, 6th Edition, 2021.
	 2542, ENG/Gui/Cen, Book.
Probate Jurisdictions: Where to Look for Wills. Jeremy Gibson and Stuart Raymond. The 
Family History Partnership, 6th Edition, 2016.
	 2543, ENG/Gui/Pro, Book.
Tamar Seed. Goodson family stories and memories – 1822 to 2020. Jo Callaghan, 2020.
	 2540, FAM/Goo, Book.
Townland Atlas of Ulster. Andrew Kane. Ulster Historical Foundation, 2024. 
	 2544, IRE/Pla/Uls, Book.
Tracing Your Ancestors in County Records. Stuart A Raymond. Pen & Sword Family History, 
2016.
	 2538, ENG/Gui/Res, Book.

Recent Library Accessions
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Valé Doug Short

Your Wife Has Arrived
Anne Powell

These words were part of an advertisement my 
ancestor, Mary Ann (Chidgey) Brace, placed in the 
‘Missing Friends, Messages etc.’ section of the Argus 
in October, 1855.1 
The advertisement, last entry of the graphic, right, 
was for her husband, George Henry Brace. ‘Missing 
Friends’ was the Facebook of the 1800s. Entries were 
mainly of friends and family looking to reconnect 
with loved ones. 
What Mary Ann and her son, George James, did not 
know was that George Henry had died a few months 
before, in March.2

Mary Ann also placed an entry for Charles H. Green, 
three above the one to George. Hopefully he was able 
to inform her of her husband’s death.
1	 ‘Advertising’, Argus, 8 October 1855, p 8, http://nla.gov.

au/nla.news-article4820258, accessed 20 July 2025.
2	 Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Death 

Certificate of George Henry Brace, 924/1855.

It is with deep regret that we advise members that 
Doug Short passed away on 2 April 2025. 
Doug’s health had not been good for years, but he 
still supported the society by attending meetings 
and social events. He was a guest speaker in 2018 
addressing one of his favourite subjects—Jenolan 
Caves, where he worked as a casual guide for several 
years. 
Doug was also involved with the Heart Health 
Community where he helped raise funds for Port 
Macquarie Base Hospital. A quiet gentleman, Doug 
had a cheeky sense of humour when you got to know 
him. His was certainly a life well-lived.
Doug and Amanda joined in the Society in 2009.
Our sympathies go to Amanda and Doug’s family. Doug Short

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4820258
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4820258
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The Proceedings of the Old Bailey
A Short Introduction 

Rex Toomey 
This article appeared in Footsteps, February 2005. It is reprinted with Rex’s permission.

About 30 years ago, whilst doing some research in the State Library of New South Wales, it 
was suggested to me to check out the Old Bailey Session Papers if I had any convicts who 

were tried in London. At the time I had no idea what the Old Bailey Session Papers were but was 
informed that these published books contained transcripts of criminal trials held at the Old Bailey 
in the County of Middlesex (basically London) and were worth taking the time to look at.
I then went to the Mitchell Library and found the set of microfilm of these records which I searched 
with some difficulty. I was finally rewarded with a transcript of the trial in 1815 of my ancestor, 
Benjamin Hill, who was transported to New South Wales for 14 years for receiving four bags of 
stolen coal.
At the time, I was quite interested in the family information I had found but I was more intrigued 
by the actual source itself. Here was a very detailed, published record of my ancestor who had been 
tried for a relatively minor crime. Why would anybody bother publishing this information?
When I did some digging (as we family historians are prone to do), this is what I found. The Session 
Papers contain accounts of trials which took place at the Old Bailey. The crimes were mostly 
felonies (predominantly theft), but also include some of the most serious misdemeanours. The first 
published collection of trials at the Old Bailey dates from 1674, and from 1678 accounts of the trials 
at each session (meeting of the Court) at the Old Bailey were regularly published. Inexpensive, and 
targeted initially at a popular rather than a legal audience, the Session Papers were produced shortly 
after the conclusion of each session and were a commercial success. With few exceptions, this 
periodical was regularly published each time the sessions met (eight times a year) for 160 years. In 
1834 it changed its name, but publication continued until 1913.

Early Beginnings
Let us now look at that in the context of the times. We are talking about a periodical of several 
hundred pages each year, which would have required a court ‘reporter,’ typesetter and printer (all 
working by candlelight). Then a bookseller and finally somebody interested enough to buy the 
book. But I still didn’t know why anybody would bother publishing this information?
To answer this, you need to have a little understanding of the baser nature of humans and their 
morbid curiosity. From the sixteenth century in England, accounts of the lives and exploits of 
notorious criminals were published as ballads, broadsides, etc. These inexpensive publications were 
designed to entertain, and they reached a wide market. In the 1670s, perhaps as a result of growing 
concern about crime, there was an explosion of crime literature, including criminal biographies, 
the ‘last dying speeches’ of executed criminals, accounts of trials, etc. It was from these humble 
beginnings that the Session Papers originated.
Anyway, whatever the reason, we family historians can be very thankful that the Session Papers 
were published and survived the ravages of time, so that we now have one of the largest bodies 
of text detailing the lives of non-elite people ever published. They contain the accounts of over 
100,000 criminal trials held at London’s central criminal court!
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Online Records
Since then, technology has rolled on and a few years ago I found out about an internet website 
(www.oldbaileyonline.org) which was creating a fully searchable online database of the Session 
Papers. Up to December 2004, the time period covered was 1674 to 1799 which meant that most of 
the convicts transported to New South Wales were not included. This has now been updated with 
the release of the next period to 1834. Thus this website now provides a most comprehensive source 
for people wanting to know the full details of why their London ancestor was transported to New 
South Wales.

The search engine on this website provides extensive opportunities for locating most information 
in the proceedings. You may search by name, place, crime, verdict, punishment, date, etc. Once 
you have found the convict trial of interest, you may download a typescript copy of the trial or a 
facsimile of the actual page from the original printed book. I personally prefer the typescript copy 
because the facsimile is much more difficult to read due to the layout and use of the clerical ‘s’ prior 
to 1800. Also, the pages often suffer from faded ink and ink ‘bleed’ through the pages.
In conclusion, if you have a convict ancestor who was tried in London before 1835, this is a valuable 
reference tool that you must use. Should you be lucky enough to find your family member, I am 
sure that you will be pleasantly surprised with the detail shown in the Old Bailey Session Papers.
1	 Old Bailey Proceedings Online (www.oldbaileyonline.org, version 9.0) January 1835. Trial of JOHN ANDERSON 

(t18350105-359). Available at: https://www.oldbaileyonline.org/record/t18350105-359 (Accessed: 17th July 
2025).

Sources
Background details about the Session records and the web project were obtained from the Old 
Bailey website (www.oldbaileyonline.org). There is a lot of information to be found about the actual 
publishing of the Session Papers at: www.oldbaileyonline.org/proceedings/publishinghistory.html.

Sample of online record from OldBaileyOnline1

www.oldbaileyonline.org
www.oldbaileyonline.org
www.oldbaileyonline.org/proceedings/publishinghistory.html
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Footsteps Contributions
Members are encouraged to submit stories and articles. The theme 
for our next issue is ‘Potted Biographies’. This means providing 
the main facts about a person’s life, a general understanding of their 
life. It could focus on core events, achievements, or a personality 
trait defines a person’s life. However, we also welcome articles on 
any topic pertaining to family history. 
Deadline
The next edition of Footsteps will be published in November 2025. 
The deadline for contributions is 15 October 2025. 
Contributions should be submitted to the Editor, footstepseditor.pmdfhs@gmail.com.

Length
Articles should be limited to between 1500-1550 words with up to four photos, or up to 1800 words 
without photos. Please submit as Microsoft Word or RTF and keep formatting to a minimum.

Photographs
Images should be .jpg or .png files. Depending on the size of the image, a graphic file should be 
about 1MB. 

References
It is always important when researching to cite your references and sources. When inserting the 
references or sources, please use numbers i.e., 1, 2, 3, etc. (not Roman numerals) and place them as 
endnotes, i.e., at the end of the article; not footnotes, which occur at the bottom of the page.
Copyright
Stories that are submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the person 
submitting the story. If the writing is not the work of the submitter, please seek permission from the 
original author where possible, and indicate the source of the work when the article is submitted.
All contributions are subject to copyright unless otherwise indicated and no portion of this journal 
may be reproduced without written permission of the Society. The views expressed by authors and 
contributors to Footsteps are not necessarily those of the Society.

This Journal is printed by  
Snap Printing

1/106 Horton Street
Port Macquarie NSW 2444

(02) 6583 7544
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Member Benefits
Membership in the Society provides:
Footsteps
Subscription to the Society’s Journal, published four times a year: February, May, August and 
November.
InfoEmail
Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have provided an 
email address. If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the 
InfoEmails are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. 
Research Support Groups
The Society provides interested members with a number of support groups to assist with their 
research endeavours and interests. Coordinated by member volunteers with both a particular 
interest and expertise in the area, these groups offer both practical and procedural research support, 
resources and advice. The groups also provide members with opportunities to discuss issues and 
solve problems, particular to their area of interest. 
Current groups are: 
  •  Ancestry/Family Tree Maker Group		  •  FamilySearch Group
  •  Convict Studies Group				    •  Research Support Group
  •  DNA Support Group					     •  Writers’ Support Group
The Groups are held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library, in the Library Meeting Room. For more 
information and meeting times, see: https://pmdfhs.org.au/member-support-groups.html.
Monthly Meetings
The Society meets on the second Saturday of the month, except January. Guest speakers and 
afternoon tea are included. For more information, see https://pmdfhs.org.au/about-us.html.
Society Collection
The Society holds an entensive collection of family history resources at the Local Studies/Family 
History Room in the Port Macquarie Hastings Library. These CDs, microfiche, microfilm reels and 
much more, cover a wide variety of subjects. Most material is available on open-shelf, with other 
resources restricted to members of the Society.
Discounted Publications
The Society has a number of publications for sale and members receive a discount on some titles.
Social Events
BBQs, theatre outings, movies and dinners are organised throughout the year.

Membership Fees
Renewals New Members*

Payable 1 July each year 1 July-30 June 1 Jan-30 June
Single $30 $35 $20
Family $40 $45 $25
Footsteps Journal
4 issues per year.

 Included in membership fees
$15 per year for non-members

* Includes $5.00 joining fee. 

www.pmdfhs.org.au
https://pmdfhs.org.au/member-support-groups.html
https://pmdfhs.org.au/about-us.html
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Title Member 
Price

Normal 
Price

Weight

*Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts; The story of the end of the convict 
establishment in 1847 204 pages, soft cover $18 $20 737g

*Tile Tales; Stories behind the names on the front wall of the Port 
Macquarie Swimming Pool 752 pages, hard cover $60 $60 2kg

*Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie – Hastings Full colour, 224 pages  
(glove box sized) $27 $30 425g

*Rowdy Voices & Quiet Whispers 324 pages, soft cover $30 $30 770g
Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for Writing a Life Story  
A5 booklet, 16 pages $3 $3 25g

Starting Your Family History A5 booklet, 20 pages $3 $3 30g
Pedigree Chart and Family Group Sheets 
1 chart, 16 group sheets, A5 booklet, 40 pages $5 $5 54g

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: Runaways, Robbers & 
Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 1796-1825.  
(CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families (CD-ROM) $17 $20 n/a
Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 1821-1826,  
(CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & Images (CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a
Postage Australia Wide
All CD-ROM prices include postage.
Up to 250g (Large Letter) $5 Holds one book only
250g to 500g (Large letter/package) $12
Over 500g (prepaid satchel) $18 Holds several books

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several books, 
calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. 

Overseas/Collect 
For ALL overseas rates, or to collect items instead of paying postage, please contact the Secretary. 
Online
Publications marked * can be purchased via our website, credit card only: https://www.pmdfhs.org.
au/publications.html. 
By mail
An order form is also available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au. Please complete and send with your 
payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. PO Box 1359, 
Port Macquarie NSW 2444.
Cheques and money orders should be made payable to Port Macquarie & Districts Family History 
Society Inc. Alternatively, please send an email to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au to obtain the Society’s 
banking details to direct deposit into our account. Pre-payment is required before orders are sent; 
however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.

Publications for Sale

https://pmdfhs.org.au/publications.html
https://pmdfhs.org.au/publications.html
http://
secretary@pmdfhs.org.au

