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                              GM Minutes  

                         

  

1 Minutes of Previous General Meeting (10.08.2019)               Moved: Margaret Yates; 2nd Shirley Drewett 

2 Treasurers Report: (01.09.2019)   Passed by Committee 05.09.2019 

3 Correspondence Report: (05.09.2019 )   Passed by Committee 05.09.2019 

4 Updates from the Committee:  

a) 
First Aid Officer at General Meetings: Anne Gaffney is first point of call (at the door) then Warren Luxford 

will  attend to your needs.  

b) 
St. Columba visit: Year 6-Yr 9 to complete an integrated unit about Family History. We hope to support 

them when they publish their work.  

c)    $5000 added to our investment account.  

d) Ancestry prizes: hopefully we will have a World Subscription as a raffle prize for Christmas.  

5 
General Meetings: Tony Dawson - Port Macquarie School of Arts; Oct – NO Meeting; Nov – Follow Up from 

Conference; Dec – Christmas. Survey for speakers in 2020 

6 Footsteps: 12th October for articles for next journal, please. Possible theme is celebrations / Christmas 

7 
Membership: new members – Margaret Myers, Glenn Killen, Robin Anderson, Nicola Herbert, Upgraded to 

family memberships - Mike Smith & Peter Aitchison 

8 

Members Support Groups: Research Support Wed 18 Sept: Card catalogue on Ancestry;                  

FamSearch Mon 11 Nov;                    Convict Gang: THU 19 SEPT  10-12noon                          DNA: Mon 23 

Sept; 

Writers: MON 30 SEPT                     RootsMagic: Wed 23 Oct (last one – ever)            

9 
Journals: stories written by younger people 

e-Journals: Albury - search Trove for towns; Casino – land records; Spanish Flu; Lake Macq - 1901 prices 

10 Roster: Sept – Dec operating 

11 Publicity: all meetings advertised 

12 Website: Warren had computer problems, but all should be back to normal soon 

13 Social Events: 13th Dec @Golf Club. $30 for members / $35 for non-members. Desert + main. Raffles 

14 General Business & Brick Wall Brag: I’m My Own Grandpa; Helen found something on a letter  

    
Raffle draw Gwen Grimmond, cuppa and catch-up 

Today’s Speakers: Tony Dawson – Port Macquarie’s School of Arts 

Tony is a retired Bio-chemist and a Former Associate Dean of Science at the University of Technology. He was a member of 

the Manly Warringah & Pittwater Hist Soc. He moved to PM in 2012  and became a member of PM Hist Soc. He had conducted 

courses at u3a on local history; and published several books. His most recent book is Port Macquarie’s School of Arts. 

School of Arts originated in Britain for the purpose of transfer of knowledge. The first one was in Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Mechanics Institutes & S of Arts were virtually the same thing. First one in Aust was formed in 1827 in Hobart. Sydney 

Mechanics Institute / S of A began in 1833  in Pitt St & is still there. In PM News on 11 Mar 1840  the Police Magistrate and Dr 

Fattorini were reported to be setting up a group in the Hotel Royal. The Depression caused the organisation to be slow to 

begin, except for a circulating library. Then upon the behest of Bishop of Newcastle William Tyrrell, who noticed drunkenness 

in the area, a learning of centre was developed to ‘help dissipate this situation.’ In early Nov 1856 an association was formed. 

It was initially called PM Literary Assoc but generally called the S of A. It was 12/- per annum to be part of the association. A 
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committee of 12 set up the association. Initially intellectual lectures were delivered by noted speakers and debates were held. 

Moves were made to get lecturers to be ‘of more local interest’ – what was originally intended by the organisation. This group 

dissolved after about six years, because of lack of continuity of committee.  

11 July 1882 a public meeting was held to begin another S of A ‘for the Moral and Intellectual Good’. There were six on this 

committee so they decided to 21 Sept 1885 to secure a block of land 1 rood (1/4 acre) on S-W cnr Clarence & Hay Street . 

They received a grant from State Govt – which matched their savings pound for pound. They wanted to build a brick building 

so they rescued 35 000 bricks from Govt House. But it was too expensive, so they had to build in timber and completed it in 

1888. PM population was now growing, so the committee was more ‘settled’. Tony showed several pictures of the exterior 

changes and some of the interior. There was a library and a hall in the building. Several touring shows were held and Tony 

showed the advertisements. Two men gave many years to the society – George Williams Edwards who was Council Clerk from 

1887 to 1928 and Secretary Librarian of S of A from 1894 to 1919. Paul Wilhelm Rudolf Boehlke was President from 1897 – 

1900.  

Boehlke published a book list and established rules, e.g. male members over 15 years old paid 12/- pa. and could stand for 

committee and were entitled to vote. Unmarried women, wives of members & members under 15 paid 6/- pa and not could 

stand for committee or vote. In 1908 unmarried women and women from households where there was a full paying male 

member were entitled to a half vote. In 1923 women from households where there was not a full paying male member were 

entitled to a half vote. In 1926 women could stand for positions on the committee – and four were elected. In 1889 Edward 

Barton spoke in the S of A. At the end of 1916 there was a series of deliberately lit fires in PM – the PM News office was the 

first to be destroyed. In March 1917 the S of A was destroyed – the 5th fire in six months. The building was insured for £450 

pounds. The piano and 1800 library books were destroyed. The library was not back to that level for another 30 years. They 

had to decide if they should rebuild. A couple of other halls were open by that time, so the need for the hall was not so urgent. 

They built a 2-storey brick building which was completed in 1920. It was too big for just a library, so the upper storey was 

virtually unused. Membership peaked in 1944 with 100 members, but 60 members in 1951. A Library act passed by NSW govt 

in 1939 required professionally run libraries in order to get a subsidy. Council had to give a % of their rates to a lib which they 

wouldn’t do. It eventually adopted the act because S of A handed all its assets to Council – worth £2800  including £335 books 

and £83 in cash. The S of A was now ‘wound up’. In July 1951 a Council library was opened and by Oct there were 1000 

borrowers. In 1968 the council took over the building and the lib moved to the old chambers. In 1973 new they built a civic 

centre on that block. In 2006 the Civic Centre and adjoining shops were demolished to make way for the Glasshouse  

Gwen Grimmond came to PM in 1954 as a 19 year old Home Economics & Needlework teacher. She taught at school during 

the day and taught TAFE as a casual teacher in the top floor of the S of A, so she has fond memories of the S of A. 

Richard Grimmond has memories that go back to 1956. The first meeting of the Hist Soc was in the S of A. At that first meeting 

they decided to establish a museum, so they collected donated glass cases from shops. The President put two cannon balls in 

the glass case so they were the first exhibits. They are still in the museum. Gwen and Richard were foundation members of 

Port’s Hist Soc because they were in their 20s when they joined. 

Diane thanked Gwen and Richard and gave Tony a gift in appreciation of his talk. 

  

 

 

 


