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About this Conference Journal 

2021 is a significant year for the Port Macquarie-Hastings area because we 
acknowledge the establishment of the penal colony in 1821. This was to be 
a place for convicts to serve time for secondary offences. 

Our theme of With Conviction … beyond reasonable doubt suggests those 
penal beginnings, and also reflects on the way we explore our family history 
- with conviction and with facts that are beyond reasonable doubt (to the 
best of our ability and with the records available at the time!) 

This Conference Journal assembles various stories about the Birpai people, 
the soldiers, the convicts, the early days of the settlement; as well as stories 
about researching, knocking down brick walls, separating fact from fiction, 
and the future of family history research with the changes in methodology 
and technology. Many of these stories have come from members of our own 
Society. 

The Journal is not all Port Macquarie-centric – our intention is to provide 
something interesting to read as a memento of this 2021 Conference-with-
a-Difference. Of course, we’d rather you were here in person for our 
Conference, but Covid-19 restrictions have made that impossible. 

So sit back and contemplate how great and versatile a ‘hobby’ family history 
is; how it has provided fun and flexibility in these Covid times; how 
enjoyable it is to tell our ancestor’s stories so they don’t just fade away into 
the past. 

2021 Conference Committee 

Clive Smith - Jennifer Mullin Convenor - Margaret Blight 
Sue Brindley - Trysha Hanly 
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Welcome 
Welcome to the virtual Port Macquarie and the NSW and ACT Association 
of Family History Societies 2021 Annual Conference, where we will go With 
Conviction …beyond Reasonable Doubt. 

After last year’s Conference was postponed due to the COVID–19 pandemic, 
we are all looking forward to this conference. With restriction in place, the 
team from Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc, looked to 
alternative ways of delivering our conference, as the traditional way was no 
longer possible. They are to be commended for their vision and 
commitment to find a way for us to get our history fix.  

While the pandemic has meant that the traditional way of doing research 
has been closed to us, many new ways have been opened to us, the ability 
to attend a Zoom talk from an overseas area of interest is amazing. I have 
added some links to my tree branches on my tree and am looking forward 
to gaining clues to add more. 

So go With Conviction …beyond Reasonable Doubt and enjoy the 
conference. 

 

Gail Hanger, President NSW & ACT AFHS 
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From our PMDFHS President 

What seemed a good idea at the time, in 2019 PMDFHS nominated to host 
the Annual Conference for the NSWACT Association of Family History 
Societies this year, because 2021 is also the 200th anniversary of the 
founding of Port Macquarie as a place of secondary punishment. 

Initially the conference theme was ‘Convicted’ as the first European people 
sent to this outlying station had been convicted, either in Great Britain or 
had committed another crime within the colony and were sent north, via 
ship to the isolated settlement. 

Our logo reflects this process with the prison bars becoming the double helix 
of DNA. Our choice of speakers reveals the scope and range of topics within 
the family history sphere. 

Some members of the newly appointed committee felt the theme may be 
limiting in our scope of speakers and that ‘With Conviction’ could be 
interpreted as the many ways we approach our family history research. 
Then they added the coda ‘… beyond reasonable doubt’ so speakers could 
add depth to their talks.  

In the past two years the committee has demonstrated their conviction to 
present a conference that I feel, is beyond reasonable doubt, within the 
constraints of living in a new age with Covid. Earlier this year we felt that we 
would be able to host the conference live but that rapidly changed, and the 
committee was able to alter plans once again. I congratulate the Conference 
Committee on the flexibility of their approach and the fine conference they 
have assembled. 

It has been a journey in itself to bring this conference to fruition but I hope 
all attendees enjoy the day, the variety of speakers and maybe some of you 
will be lucky enough to win one of our many prizes. 

Diane Gillespie, President PMDFHS 

 

 



3 

 

 

With Conviction 
…beyond reasonable doubt   

2021 Conference Journal   

From our Conference Convener 

It has been a privilege to facilitate the conference committee for the 2021 
Annual Conference. After the 2020 conference was cancelled, we knew we 
had to look elsewhere and think outside the box - like all good family 
historians. We consulted our crystal ball and were none the wiser, then we 
made the decision to broadcast the whole conference virtually. 

We really wanted to get that conference feeling of friends meeting and 
sharing common interests if we could, so we invited Societies to host an 
event. This inspired idea appeared very successful until Covid-Delta strain 
reared its ugly head in NSW. Now we're all in lockdown and we'll be 
watching it on our own. The silver lining of our conference is that you can 
watch it again for a week afterwards. Thank you to the speakers who 
allowed us to do this. 

We would like to thank our sponsors, too.  

We hope you enjoy this journal. It has been a labour of love putting it 
together.  

Thank you for attending our Port Macquarie conference and we hope you 
will continue to research - With conviction … beyond reasonable doubt. 

Jennifer Mullin, 2021 Conference Convener 
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Our Bicentenary – celebration and sadness 

For more than 40,000 years the Birpai people have been the original 
inhabitants of the Port Macquarie-Hastings region and as we acknowledge 
the 200th year since European settlement, we also recognise that the 
establishment of a penal settlement here did have adverse consequences 
for the Birpai people. 

Unfortunately there is no written first-hand evidence about the traditional 
society as the stories and histories are passed orally from generation to 
generation. For their story to be properly told, it needs to be told by the 
Birpai people rather than relying on second-hand reports written by early 
colonists. 

Some years ago, an Aboriginal burial site was discovered on Port Macquarie 
Town Green as it was being upgraded. In consultation with the Elders, a 
garden was planted and the site marked with a memorial plaque. 

 

In memory of the Traditional Ancestors of 
Birpai Nation. Here beneath lie the remains 

of Birpai people dated approx 1650 years old. 
The Birpai numbered over 6000 in  

population prior to the European settlement 
of Port Macquarie in 1821. Birpai Tribal 

boundaries include all of the Hastings district, 
Wauchope, Port Macquarie and the Camden 

Haven. The discovery is evidence of 
the Aboriginal occupation of the area before 

contact with British colonisation. 

Birpai Local Aboriginal Land Council 
and local Aboriginal Elders  



“For some, the bicentenary is not a 
celebration, it is a time of sadness, the 

impact of colonisation on Aboriginal people 
and their culture is significant.” 

Aunty Rhonda Radley 
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John Oxley’s Recommendation 

Years before John Batman declaration in 1835 “This will be the Place for a 
Village” for Melbourne, surveyor and explorer John Oxley reported to 
Governor Macquarie on 27 December 1820 that Port Macquarie will be the 
place for a Penal Settlement: 

“I suggest the proposed establishment at Port Macquarie be made with 
considerable advantage, near the entrance of the harbour on the south 

side”. 

And so it came to be. 

 

  

1819 drawing from Philip 
Parker King’s Album  

“View of the entrance of 
Port Macquarie from the 

Green Mound” 

(Courtesy of  
Mitchell Library) 

 

200 years later  

“View of Town Beach from 
Flagstaff Hill”  

(Courtesy of  
Yvonne Toomey) 
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Carrot and Stick offer to Convict Volunteers 

Having decided on Port Macquarie as a place for a penal settlement, in early 
March 1821 Governor Macquarie told the Masters of the vessels, “Lady 
Nelson”, “Mermaid” and “Prince Regent” to stand by to transport troops 
and convicts.  

Governor Macquarie requested that the best-behaved convicts in the 
Sydney gangs be selected and that they should have the necessary skills to 
construct the buildings and other public works needed to establish the new 
settlement. He specified that they should include 3 rough carpenters, one 
of which to be a good shingler, 2 sawyers, 1 blacksmith, 1 taylor [sic], 2 
shoemakers, 1 medical man and 50 strong, healthy 
labourers.  

As an encouragement, they were to be told that 
they were not being sent to Port Macquarie as 
punishment, and if they worked satisfactorily, they 
would receive a Ticket of Leave or Conditional 
Pardon after 18 months. 

But who were these volunteers? It’s certainly been 
a source of frustration for many of us in Port 
Macquarie that there seemed to be no surviving list 
of the names of those volunteers. 

The good news is that Clive Smith (he of many hats 

– Treasurer of PMDFHS and NSW & ACT AFHS, President 

and honorary archivist for Port Macquarie Historical Society to name a few) 

has recently completed his latest book “Port Macquarie’s First Convicts” 

where most of those volunteers have been identified. It has been published 

by Port Macquarie Museum and available for $10. 

More good news is that Clive has agreed to be our Keynote Speaker at the 

Conference and he will tell us how he trawled through the convict records, 

piecing together little fragments of evidence, some circumstantial, 

identifying almost 60 of those volunteers – certainly doing it ‘With 

conviction …beyond reasonable doubt’.  
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Poem: The Volunteer 

Rex Toomey 

Being the imagined thoughts of a convict who accepted the task of 
establishing the Port Macquarie penal settlement 200 years ago. 

The pain that was within his heart was of his own accord, 
The crime for which his guilt was found, had sent him far abroad. 
Though prison chains were hard to bear – the price he had to pay, 
Was nothing like the freedom lost which filled his mind each day. 

Then all at once an offer came to join a convict band,  
And volunteer to start a town and lose the convict brand. 

With Port Macquarie as its name and eighty leagues up north,   
Aboard three ships one hundred men, intrepidly set forth. 

From Sydney Town his trip was meant to last for just three days, 
But soon a storm of epic size, with lightning bolts ablaze, 
Put fear of doom within his soul, and terror in his eyes, 

And thunder loud and raging seas, would drown out all his cries. 

And so for nearly thirty days, the fleet made snail-like pace, 
The volunteer was fearful that he’d never reach that place, 

Yet finally the ships arrived and headed ‘cross the bar, 
And came to grief unfortunately, so close, and yet so far! 

At last the ships put anchors down, in need of some repair, 
Inside the Hastings River safe, in weather now quite fair. 
The volunteer, he went to work, no time for celebration, 

To build this town in virgin bush, for convict isolation. 

In time the volunteer was done, he had fulfilled his part, 
His freedom came as promised - to the joy within his heart. 

And now ’tis been two hundred years, the town has changed and grown, 
But would it still remind him of the place that he had known? 
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Author’s comments 

It was unusual for Governor Lachlan Macquarie to request ‘volunteers’ to 
set up the convict settlement in Port Macquarie in 1821. He could simply 
have asked the Superintendent of Convicts to select the convicts with 
appropriate skills and send them there. Is it another example of Macquarie’s 
humanity towards the convict population? 

This poem is an attempt to put into words the possible thoughts and feelings 
of those volunteers convicts and to commemorate the bicentenary of the 
establishment of Port Macquarie as a place of secondary punishment. It is 
dedicated to the memory of those hardy souls who forged this beautiful 
town out of virgin bush. 





 

In the beginning ... 

William Mc Donnell (1843-1910), the Manager of the Bank of NSW 
from 1882 to 1893 (now the Westpac Bank in Horton Street) built an 
observatory in the backyard of the Bank premises in 1882. He 
observed, mapped, and wrote about double stars and sunspots, and 
investigated the planets, the satellites of Jupiter and the rings of 
Saturn, publishing his findings in British and Australian Scientific 
Journals.  He went on to become a highly respected ‘amateur’ 
astronomer and helped form the NSW Branch of the British 
Astronomical Association. 

 

Lady Nelson (Courtesy of Mitchell Library) 
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Rocky beginning to settlement at Port 

Macquarie 

Murphy’s Law in action "whatever can go wrong, will go wrong."  

Richard Grimmond 

On 21st March 1821 Port Macquarie’s ‘First Fleet’ of three ships, Lady 
Nelson, Mermaid and Prince Regent, left Sydney Harbour in stormy weather.  

The expedition included Commandant Captain Francis Allman and 
Superintendent of Convicts Stephen Partridge (who brought along their 
wives and children), Assistant Surgeon Abraham Fenton and the 48th 
Regiment, the convict volunteers, six months provisions, one bull, two cows 
and the necessary stores, tools, implements and slop clothing.  

However, the bad weather continued, and the fleet was forced to shelter 
inside Port Stephens for 14 days, the Lady Nelson giving her name to Nelson 
Bay.  

When they arrived off Port Macquarie, the bar was too rough with the 
strong winds, so they went on to Trial Bay where Oxley had previously 
sheltered in bad weather. 

On 17th April 1821, the ships arrived at Port Macquarie, having taken 28 days 
after leaving Sydney, instead of three or four. 

 

 

 

  

Painting of the Port Macquarie First Fleet by 
author Richard Grimmond 
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The voyage certainly had not gone according to plan and the drama 
continued. Lady Nelson was the first ship to cross the bar into Port 
Macquarie, followed by the schooner Prince Regent. However, the schooner 
struck a sunken rock at the southern entrance and remained there being 
thrashed about by the sea, until a freak high wave lifted her free and she 
entered the river although considerably damaged. 

The Mermaid tacked back and forth waiting for a break in the weather. 
However, her keel dug into the sand on the bar and there she remained until 
she floated on high tide at 8pm on 18th April 
with the loss of her rudder and damage to 
her stern planks. 

The fleet had arrived with two ships 
damaged. It was decided to send Lady 
Nelson to Sydney for supplies and repairs for 
the other ships. However as she sailed out, a 
gusty wind took her to the southern side of 
the entrance on to the same rock that had 
held Prince Regent on entry. She was stuck 
fast, and considerable damage was done. 
Everyone on board was rescued, but Lady 
Nelson was washed over the rocks and 
eventually beached on today’s Town Beach. 

The settlement was in a desperate situation 
with all three ships unable to go for help, so 
Richard Neave, the Mate from Mermaid, 
together with seven volunteers, rowed a 
long boat all the way to Sydney for help. 

Such was the ‘rocky’ beginning of the Port 
Macquarie settlement. 



It is a common experience that a problem difficult at night is resolved in 
the morning after the committee of sleep has worked on it ~John 
Steinbeck  

“The prisoners are in good 
health but having taken an 

accurate account of our 
bread and flour, I find from 

this day inclusive, our 
remaining stock will be out 
in 73 days, but we have six 

months beef. I have 
appropriated two of the 
tents for the reception of 
provisions and stores. The 
detachment and prisoners 

are employed hutting 
themselves ..... and I hope in 
a day or two, to have them 

all sheltered.” 

Captain Allman – 19th April 
1821 
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Stop Press 
Ancestry has 

extended this offer to 
18th  Sep 2021 for 

registered attendees 
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Port Macquarie’s First Teacher 

John McCabe – Guildford (2) 1816 

Extract from “Port Macquarie’s First Convicts” by Clive Smith 

John McCabe gave his age as 21 years old on arrival at Sydney aboard the 
Guildford  on 11 April 1816. His place of birth was recorded as Longford, 
Ireland, and his trade was recorded as Labourer. He was described as being 
5ft 9½in tall, of fair pale complexion, with black hair, and hazel eyes. He had 
been convicted in August 1815 at Longford, Ireland, and sentenced to 
transportation for life. His crime was described as “Treasonable practices”.1 
After his arrival, he was recorded on a list, dated 15 April 1816 of convicts 
forwarded to Liverpool for distribution.2 

John McCabe appears on a list, dated 22 October 1819, of prisoners sent to 
Newcastle per Princess Charlotte; he was to be held there at the Governor’s 
pleasure, on the instructions of H. McArthur, Esq., given on 9 October; his 
trade was recorded as Clerk.3 At Newcastle, he was recorded on a list of 
prisoners punished during October 1819; he was given 25 lashes, his offence 
being recorded as “Indecent, Improper & Disrespectful conduct during the 
time of Punishment”;4 perhaps he was expressing an objection to the 
punishments being inflicted on other prisoners. 

From Newcastle, McCabe petitioned the Governor in October 1820 to 
return to headquarters (i.e. Sydney). In his petition he cited his receipt of a 
Ticket of Leave [number 1558, according to the annotation in the Indent5] 
shortly after his arrival in the colony when he became Classical Assistant at 
the Public School at Parramatta, and stated that he continued in such 
employment for a considerable time until “he had the misfortune to fall 
under the displeasure of the Magistrates of Parramatta District”. The 
petition is annotated in Governor Macquarie’s hand:  “The Gov. is pleased 
to grant the Prayer of the Petitioner John McCabe. Sydney 13 Novr 1820. 
L.M.”6  On 29 November 1820, the Secretary to the Governor, J.T. Campbell, 
wrote to Major Morisset, the Commandant at Newcastle, advising that John 
McCabe was allowed to return to headquarters.7 On his return to Sydney, 
McCabe would have been assigned to the gangs in Sydney, and thus 
available for selection as a volunteer for the establishment of the new 
settlement at Port Macquarie. 
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At Port Macquarie on 7 November 1821, McCabe petitioned the Governor 
to grant him “any Indulgence which your Excellency may deem meet”. In his 
petition be cited that “since his arrival in the Colony [he] was for the most 
part in the Employ of Government and was on the formation of the 
Settlement of Port Macquarie one of the number who volunteered their 
services to form the New Settlement”. The petition is annotated in 
Governor Macquarie’s hand: “The Petitioner John McCabe being very 
strongly recommended by Capt & Mrs Allman, he will receive an absolute 
Pardon on the Governor’s return to Sydney. Port Macquarie 8 Novr 1821. 
L.M.”8  Absolute Pardon No 426 was dated 8 November 1821.9  

On 15 December 1821, the Commandant, Francis Allman, in a letter to the 
Colonial Secretary, wrote: 

“It is with much concern I have to report the loss of two men when waves 
upset on the bar in one of our whaleboats which in rowing out to assist in 
towing the vessel in on the day she first appeared. The unfortunate men 
were John McCabe tutor to my children and who had received his free 
pardon from the Governor only a few days previous & the other man one of 
our volunteers named Benjamin Warhurst.”10 

In his letter reporting McCabe’s death, Allman added “We have been able 
to recover but part of one of the bodies after the strictest search” but doesn’t 
identify which man. 

Sources: 
1 NSWSA: NRS-12188, 4/4005, p169; NRS-
1155, 2/8261, p401 
2 NSWSA: NRS-937, 4/3494, p465 
3 NSWSA: NRS-937, 4/3500, p319 
4 NSWSA: NRS-898, 4/1718, p91 
5 NSWSA: NRS-12188, 4/4005, p169 

6 NSWSA: NRS-900, 4/1861, p36 
7 NSWSA: NRS-937, 4/3502, pp456-7 
8 NSWSA: NRS-900, 4/1863, pp21-21a 
9 NSWSA: NRS-1177, 4/4486, p61; NRS-
12188, 4/4005, p169 
10NSWSA: NRS-897, 4/1815, pp39-4

In the beginning ... 

The first parochial school in NSW was established on the site of St 
Thomas’s Church, Port Macquarie in May 1825.  There were 56 pupils 
and Gamaliel Farrell was the schoolmaster.  When the Church opened 
in 1828, the school moved to the nave of the Church and later into the 
surgeon’s dispensary adjacent to the Church, when the dispensary 
ceased to be used by the government medical officer 



14 

 

 

With Conviction 
…beyond reasonable doubt   

2021 Conference Journal   

Port Macquarie - impossible to escape from! 

Having found that convicts escaping from Newcastle could easily reach 
Sydney, one of the reasons Port Macquarie was selected was because its 
remoteness would provide a deterrent to would-be escapers. 

However convicts sent here were not so easily deterred. Fifty new prisoners 
from Newcastle arrived in mid-December 1821, and less than a month later, 
twelve of them managed to escape. Not for long though - they were 
captured the next morning. Three resisted arrest with one shot dead by his 
pursuers, one wounded and one was unaccounted for. The other nine 
received fifty lashes each as a warning to other prisoners. 

In August 1822, a gang of prisoners hatched a plan to escape by sea by 
stealing the settlement’s whale boats. One boat with nine men got to sea 
and made it as far as Broken Bay, where in desperation and nearly starved, 
they burnt the boat and started to walk overland to the Hawkesbury River 
area to procure provisions. It didn’t go well. They were all apprehended or 
‘prudently surrendered’. 

Described as a ‘gang of notorious runaways and pirates from Port 
Macquarie’, eight of them (John Antonio, Henry Bridge, Daniel Clarke, 
Thomas Dwyer, George Hasler, Felix Patshaw, Charles Spratt and Thomas 
Till)  were indicted for ‘stealing a whale-boat, the property of the Crown, 
from the Settlement of Port Macquarie’ and John Doyle (who had 
unintentionally been left behind) was indicted for aiding, assisting, and 
promoting the felony. 

They were found guilty and sentenced to death. For all but one, that 
sentence was commuted to transportation to Macquarie Harbour. 

Luck had run out for repeat offender Thomas Till – he received a colonial 
sentence of seven years hard labour at Newcastle for a robbery in 1817, 
absconded in 1819, was tried in March 1820 for sheep stealing, sentenced 
to death, reprieved, sent to Sydney Gaol, escaped in April 1820 with others, 
sent to Port Macquarie in 1821, absconded in a whale boat with others and 
very finally, was executed on 8 November 1822. 
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Inspire your research “with conviction” and 

with confidence… 

With over 25 years’ experience, and over half a million orders filled, you can 
rely on Marilyn Rowan’s NSW Family History Transcriptions. 

Experienced and Professional Service 

✓ Thank you, Marilyn, appreciate your professionalism.  A great service 
and affordable – Colleen 

✓ I recently had the pleasure of using your services for some BDM 
transcriptions. I was very impressed with your speed and 
professionalism, as well as the high quality of your work – Greg 

✓ I just wanted to thank you for the prompt service I have received with 
the transcripts I have ordered over the last few weeks. These certificates 
have allowed me to knock down a massive brick wall, which I have been 
researching for over 30 years - Penny 

The Personal Touch 

✓ How lovely to talk to someone that can actually help and is pleasant – 
Mary 

Connect with other researchers and family members 

✓ It’s a very good service you offer your clients and has helped me a 
number of times to connect with far flung family members – Trish 

✓ I just wanted to thank you for your wonderful service. Another person 
had ordered the same certificate and you asked whether I'd like to be 
connected with her. We have since met (we only live an hour apart) and 
have exchanged lots of information. This has been a delightful 
addition to our family history activities and I wanted to acknowledge 
your part in enabling this to take place – Margaret 

 

NSW Family History Transcriptions 

by Marilyn Rowan 

http://nswtranscriptions.com.au/  
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The Second Bell rang for Church  

The Sabbath was not altogether a day of rest for the convicts at the newly 
founded penal settlement. Despite Governor Macquarie’s recommendation 
to Commandant Allman in 1821 that corporal punishment should be 
resorted to as seldom as possible, by 1823, because of the numbers 
attempting escape and those refusing to work, the Sunday morning 
floggings were an accepted part of life in Port Macquarie. 

In those early days, a bell within the prisoners’ compound  sounded twice 
on Sunday mornings, the first time at 9 am to herald the flogging of those 
sentenced by the commandant, and the second time to announce that the 
military chaplain was about to hold divine service at St Thomas’ Church. 

Apparently there was something of a ritual about it all …at daylight the 
guard was astir, the supers and the constables ordering the prisoners to 
attend to their washing before the first ‘event’ on the Sabbath day. 

The sentenced prisoners were called by number from the assemblage, 
constables (themselves convicts) triced them to a triangle fixed to a stump, 
the flogger with his cat-o’-nine-tails and a 
bucket of water appeared, and the 
commandant announced the number of 
lashes to be inflicted. The bucket of water 
was not for the swooning convict, but to 
wash his blood from the lash before the 
next flogging commenced. 

The surgeon stood nearby as the bloody 
orgy proceeded; when a convict’s head 
fell forward on his chest, the surgeon 
poked him in the ribs with his walking 
stick. If he twitched, two more lashes 
were ordered, and often this inhuman 
business went on until 50, 75 or perhaps 
the maximum 100 number of lashes had 
been inflicted. 

  

Lachlan Macquarie gave 
instructions for both 

soldiers and convicts to 
bathe frequently in the 

sea as often as the 
Assistant Surgeon, Mr 

Fenton, may consider it 
advisable.  

“I recommend all 
convicts should be made 
to bathe in the sea every 
Sunday morning before 

being mustered and 
assembled for prayers.” 

‘Place of Banishment’ Iaen 

McLachlan, p.54 Adapted from Sesqui-Centenary of Port 
Macquarie Souvenir Issue  

Oct 1968 page 5 
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In the beginning ... 

St Thomas’s Church in Port Macquarie is the fifth oldest Anglican Church in 
NSW, and the oldest Church outside of Sydney, having been built between 

1824 and 1828 by convict labour using 
365,000 convict-made bricks. The 
Church has been in continual use since 
the first service was held by Rev. John 
Cross in 1828. 

 It retains the original, unique, raised 
family boxes that were built with high 
sides to protect ‘free’ families from the 
gaze of convict worshippers. In 1828 
the population was 820 of which only 
153 were free. 

Amongst the Church’s artefacts are 

sermons written by the first Minister 

Rev. John Cross, and an 1856 Walker 

Bros. pipe organ, the only one of its 

kind in the Southern Hemisphere. 

  

 

https://memoriesintime.co.nz/collections/talking-family-history 

Fiona Brooker (Memories in Time) & Michelle Patient (The Patient Genie) 
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Heroic rescue of boat crew 

In Mrs York’s Garden on a headland overlooking the river mouth at Port 
Macquarie, there is a sculpture ‘Together as One’ (Guri wakul gagil) which 
is a contemporary interpretation of what is believed to be Australia’s first 
surf rescue in December 1827. 

In the morning after Alligator had sailed, the small Pilot boat was returning 
when a huge wave overturned it on the bar, throwing the crew of seven into 
the surge. In Commandant Crotty’s words “the sea ran so high that no 
European would venture to assist them”. 

Fortunately there were seven Aborigines on the river’s north shore. They 
dived into the surf, swam out, righted the boat and put four of the crew in 
her, then went to assist the other three men, bringing all the exhausted men 
safely ashore. 

As a small reward for the bravery and humanity of the Aborigines, 
Commandant Crotty ordered some provisions, with a glass of ‘grog’. Later 
Governor Darling ordered a medal to be struck for each of them and 
blankets and trousers to be supplied. 

In the beginning ... 

The first Surf Life Saving Club to be established on the north coast of 
NSW was formed in Port Macquarie in 1910.  It was known as the Port 
Macquarie Surf Bather’s Club and operated at Town Beach.  It 
followed the procedures set up by the first official Surf Life Saving Club 
in Australia and the first in the world, that was founded at Bondi 
Beach NSW in 1906.  
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Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts 

The convict establishment at Port Macquarie was closed in 1847, and the 
remaining convicts (with the exception of a few retained by the Engineer’s 
Department and by the Marine Department) were transferred to Sydney. 
The closure of course had other ramifications for Port Macquarie – the 
military detachment was removed, the Commissariat store was closed, the 
position of Police Magistrate was abolished. With the end of its government  
contract, the weekly steamer service to and from Sydney ceased, and travel 
and communications were either overland or by irregular sailing vessels. 

But who were the convicts in Port Macquarie at the 
time of the decision to close the establishment? 
One list provided to the Colonial Secretary by the 
Police Magistrate in September 1846 named a 
total of 214: five (5) specials (those who could read 
and write), 28 effectives (i.e. healthy and capable 
of hard labour), 124 invalids, and 57 lunatics. 107 
were rated unfit for work, 39 were in hospital, and 
the remainder were various work groups or 
assigned to government officials.  

A second list, provided in October 1846, listed five 
(5) specials, 25 effectives, 75 invalids incapable of 
any work, 46 invalids unfit for labour by 
occasionally capable of light employment, and 58 

lunatics and idiots. In addition, there were 21 invalids on loan to various 
settlers (i.e. informally assigned and not receiving government rations); 
many of these had applied for tickets of leave. In the same month, the 
Principal Superintendent of Convicts advised there were, at Port Macquarie, 
50 lunatics (18 of whom were free) and 191 invalids (of whom 34 were free). 

On 30 October 1846, the Colonial Surgeon at Port Macquarie provided a 
Classified Return of Invalid Prisoners, which described the nature of their 
infirmities, remarks on their degree, the probability of improvement, and 
the most proper mode of keeping the men (there were no female convicts 
at Port Macquarie at this time, except those on tickets of leave). The 
Surgeon divided his list into seven classes:  
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• Class 1: Bedridden (4) 

• Class 2; Sick and requiring Medical Treatment (18) 

• Class 3: Infirm and requiring care and attendance (50) 

• Class 4: Infirm, requiring daily observation (54) 

• Class 5: Infirm and able to take care of themselves (6) 

• Class 6: Weak, but fit for light work (48) 

• Class 7: Capable of more active employment (3) 

The Surgeon did not include a small number of invalids in his return, because 
they were employed out of town (mostly on public ferries at busy river 
crossings). 

In a classic example of ‘passing the buck’ the Colonial Secretary, in 
December 1846, appointed a Board to examine the “best mode of disposing 
of” the convicts listed in the Surgeon’s return. In a majority decision, the 
Board recommended that those in classes 5, 6 and 7 be removed to 
Cockatoo Island, those in class 3 be accommodated in hospitals in and 
around Sydney, and the remainder (in classes 1, 2 and 4) remain at Port 
Macquarie. Two members (the Deputy Commissary General and the 
Superintendent of Ironed Gangs at Sydney) thought all should be returned 
to Sydney. The Commanding Royal Engineer, who voted with the majority, 
nevertheless expressed his opinion that it would be cruel to remove to 
Cockatoo Island men “after having permitted them long to live in a 
comparative state of liberty in a beautiful open country”. 

In January 1847, the Police Magistrate at Port Macquarie was directed to 
forward to Sydney the 50 men in class 3. 38 of them were sent to Sydney in 
February by the steamer Maitland. The 12 remaining, because they were 
too ill, were now free or on tickets of leave, or were needed as hospital 
attendants.  The Sydney Morning Herald reported: 

“The scene on the arrival in Sydney, as described by an eye-witness, 
was heart rending, men who for years past have been accustomed to 
take their daily crawl on the green and sunny banks adjoining the 
barracks, to be exposed on the wharf in Sydney, of a rainy night, 
waiting for an escort to their destination, and had it not been for the 
attention of Captain Parsons, many would have fallen into the water 
from their debilitated and almost blind state. At the advanced age of 
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these poor cripples, surely the representatives of the interest of the 
Home Government do not consider it necessary to make miserable 
their last few days. In Port Macquarie they have the advantage of 
climate, sea-bathing, space for exercise, and ministers of every 
denomination to attend them in their last moments; and where can a 
more fitting place possibly be? They can roam about without 
annoyance to the inhabitants, and with little or no expense of control, 
and the contract price per diem for the convict ration was 2¾d. and 
4¾d. for 1846, and 3¾d. for 1847. If concentration is decided on, this 
place appears preferable to any other for this class of half lunatic and 
old prisoners, some being upwards of one hundred years; and 
arrangements surely can be made without causing such suffering to 
these poor people at their time of life”. 

Although the removal of convicts from Port Macquarie was briefly 
suspended following the first shipment, in March, the military barracks at 
Liverpool became available, being no longer required by the troops. This 
provided ample accommodation for all the convicts remaining at Port 
Macquarie, and shipments resumed, with a maximum of 20 convicts on 
each voyage, accompanied by troops returning to headquarters (thus 
reducing the convict and military establishments at the same time). 

In 1846, the oldest convict at Port Macquarie appears to be John Geraghty, 
Andromeda II (1), aged about 86 (although the Colonial Surgeon estimated 
his age at 104). The youngest was Michael Cunningham, Pekoe, aged about 
19 (rather than 24 as estimated by the Surgeon). 

At least two of the specials remained in Port Macquarie (for a time at least). 
Robert Byers, Aurora I (1), was granted the contract to operate the ferry at 
Blackmans Point in January 1847. Although it was recommended, in 1846, 
that Robert Heath Hall, Asia IV (to Van Diemans Land) & Lord William 
Bentinck (to New South Wales), be forwarded to Hyde Park Barracks, he 
appears to have remained in Port Macquarie, where he wrote a diary 
between September 1851 and October 1852. 

For more information see Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts 
compiled by Clive Smith, published by the Port Macquarie & 
Districts Family History Society in 2020 ($20).  
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How I found I had Irish Ancestry 

Lesley Moore 

For some time, I have been interested in expanding my 
limited knowledge about my great grandfather, John 

Robinson.  

According to the Marriage Certificate, John 
married Isabella Jane Allan on 14 May 1881 at the 

Church of England Parsonage at Parkes. John was a 
butcher, and prior to his marriage, he was a bachelor residing in Parkes. 
Isabella was a spinster residing in Bogan River and her occupation was 
described as ‘private life’. The Marriage Certificate does not show their 
nationality, their ages or the names of their parents. 

I knew that Isabella was born on 25 Octo 1856 in Lower Kelso, Bathurst to 
Charles Allan and Clementina Robertson who came from Scotland, but over 
the years I could find no other information on John apart from the above.  

One day while going through some old papers and data, I found a letter 
written in 1884 from William Robinson to Isabella on the death of her 
husband John. William addressed her not as Isabella, but as Mrs Robinson, 
and he mentioned his brother John and another brother Ben in Australia; 
so, I then knew that he was her brother-in-law. William also mentioned his 
wife Mary and their ages, and his two sons and where they were living. I was 
thrilled to find an address at the top of the letter – Caddagh, Ballibay.  

When I later Googled these places, I found they were towns in Co. 
Monaghan, Ireland. I felt excited and decided to send for Birth Certificates 
for my Grandmother Gertrude and her brother. The Certificates showed 
they were both born in Parkes, Australia, and one specifically stated father 
from Kilbarron. I can hear everyone saying ‘always order the certificates’ but 
this was years ago, and I thought then that as I knew the dates, I wouldn’t 
need the Certificates. I learnt the hard way.  

My grandmother Gertrude Helen was born in 1882, when her father was 
aged 50. Her brother Allan Samuel was born in 1883, and their father was 
still aged 50. John died in 1884 in Parkes, and his age was shown as 50 years. 
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Notice how his age always appears as 50 over a four-year period. So he was 
quite a bit older than Isabella his wife.  

My grandmother’s Birth Certificate states that her father was born in 
Kilbarron, Ireland; her brother’s Birth Certificate says that father too was 
born in Ireland. My great grandfather John’s Death Certificate makes no 
mention of how long he was in the colonies, but it did say he was born in 
Ireland and that his parents were Michael Robinson and Helen. I have found 
that Helen is sometimes called Ellen. So I had a starting point of Kilbarron in 
Co. Tipperary. Naturally, I could not find anything on brothers William, John 
and Benjamin Robinson born in Ireland with parents Michael Robinson and 
Helen. 

The 1884 letter stated that Benjamin had married Elizabeth Allen who came 
from Tipperary. In subsequent research I found that Benjamin was a 
successful cattle dealer from Forbes. I decided I would ring every Robinson 
in Forbes to see if they were related to Benjamin, and, if so, whether they 
had any knowledge of his brother John, my great grandfather. I was lucky, 
as the first one I rang happened to be the girlfriend of a descendant of 
Benjamin Robinson; I gave that family the information I had and they passed 
it on, and the ball started rolling from there to Adelaide. They sent me 
information and old letters written to and from Ireland to Adelaide, and so 
the family started to emerge. It turned out that John was one of 11 children 
(10 boys and one girl) and one letter said the children were all born in 
Borrisokane, Tipperary.  

I found it touching, reading one section in one of the old letters where the 
only daughter (John’s sister) had written to a relative on the death of her 
parents in 1856 saying ‘that the same snow was on the road for both 
funerals and that her father, Michael, died of grief three months after his 
wife, Ellen’. Ellen had died whilst milking a cow. I know that Michael was a 
farmer and had land around the Borrisokane, Cloughjordan, Kilbarron, 
Clonmakilladuff areas in Tipperary.  

One of the letters mentioned that Michael was descended from Sir Robert 
McKenzie and Sir Michael McKenzie (Scotch Baronets) and their sister Hon. 
Marion Monica McKenzie. One issue was Michael Robinson of Stangarry, 
Shangarry or Stanbally Shangally Castle, County Galway, married Helen 
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Ralph of ‘Ralphmount’, Co. Tipperary. Unfortunately, I have not been able 
to prove the information in this letter, however, a Robinson and a McKenzie 
were connected somewhere in the family. 

I have found out a great deal about Benjamin here in Australia, but even 
when visiting Ireland, I have not been able to find any BDM records for the 
family except for William’s family who went to Co. Monaghan. I have been 
in contact with this side of the family and spent time with them in Ireland. 
When and why they migrated to Australia is a mystery as I can find no 
shipping records for either one of them, but Benjamin was here around 
1855, so perhaps John came with him. 

John had a successful life in Parkes, owned a thriving butcher shop, ran 
cattle, and purchased quite a lot of land in and around Parkes. God Bless the 
Lands Department records being online now, as I only knew of a few of his 
land purchases. After his death in 1884 I do not know what happened to 
Isabella and the children until 1899 when she remarried in Sydney then 
went to New Zealand with my grandparents, (Gertrude had married William 
Richard Higgins from England), for about six years; my father (Raymond 

Robinson Higgins) was born there.  

Maybe one day I might be able to find some more on John Robinson 
and his family in Ireland but if I don’t, I am so happy with all that I 

have found and been given, and with the lovely people I have met and 
the places I visited both here and in Ireland.  

In the beginning ... 

The first sugar cane crop grown in Australia was established in the 
vicinity of Port Macquarie’s central business district in 1821.  Seven 
sugar cane stalks were planted by convicts under instructions from 
Captain Allman, and in 1824 a ‘penal settlement sugar plantation’ 
was established near the township at Rolland’s Plains. Here 
Australia’s first purpose-built sugar mill produced 200 tons of sugar 
and 10,000 gallons of rum in 1826. However, by 1831 the government 
farm at Rolland’s Plains was abandoned due to the unfavourable 
climatic conditions, inferior soil, incompetent management, frosts 
and a fire in October 1827 which destroyed the entire sugar crop.   
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The Grain of Wheat 
Pam Moodie 

A tiny phial. Inside, a single grain of wheat. On that grain of wheat, some 
writing. What does it say? Where did it come from?  

For as long as I have known about this grain of wheat, I have wanted to know 
the answers to these questions. Staring at the tiny writing through a 
magnifying glass, I could see that there were words there, but I could make 
no sense of them. None of my family could.  

After trying to decipher, guessing and wondering, the phial would be put 
away safely in a place that only my Dad knew about; until the next family 
gathering when someone asked about it. The grain of wheat belonged to 
my father, given to him by his father before him. It was said to have come 
from Germany, and the writing was in German. That was one reason we 
couldn’t read it! The other of course, was that it was so small. 

My great great grandfather, Lewis Goldring, arrived in Sydney in 1852 from 
Hamburg, Germany, on board the Peter Godeffroy, with his wife Esther, and 
five children. He established a business in George St, Sydney, as a maker and 
importer of musical instruments. He lived in William St. He was our first 
Goldring ancestor to arrive in Sydney, so our family always assumed the 
grain of wheat came from him.  

 

A Single Grain of Wheat!  
Photo from P. Moodie Family Collection 
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It was a few years after my father passed away when I asked my brother, 
the “keeper of all the important things”, if he had the grain of wheat. Out it 
came again. This time, there was a single, yellowed piece of paper with it. 
On the paper were a few lines of typed German, followed by a translation! 
When was this done? In his retirement, Dad became interested in his family 
history and began to do some research. Throughout his career he developed 
contacts with a variety of people from all walks of life. I can only assume 
that someone had been able to read and translate the writing for him.  

The translation reads: “Mr Goldring, Lord Mayor of Diemhoch, respectable 
Nobleman, friend of Mankind and patron of the Arts, dedicated this. J. Safer 
Vienna 1888” 

My brother confirmed that Dad had the translation done, and that he too, 
had had a German friend translate the original message, resulting in a 
similar translation. So… we assumed the grain of wheat did indeed belong 
to Mr Goldring, who had been a mayor, and presumably was given it by a J. 
Safer from Vienna, in 1888. I had a date to work with. 

The date helped me realise that the Goldring who was a mayor in Germany 
was not my great great grandfather Lewis, who had arrived in Sydney in 
1852. This was before the grain of wheat had been presented. So, who was 
he and how was I related to him?  

With my research into Lewis Goldring’s history, I have been unable to find a 
marriage or birth certificate, so I know nothing of his parents or siblings. I 
do know that he was born in Jarotschin, Prussia, as this is stated on the 
passenger list of his arrival in Sydney. Trove had helped me uncover some 
information about his time in Sydney. But my searches had been long and 
laborious. 

Then, along came the “Beyond Beginner’s Course” run by our Family History 
Society. I decided to enrol, as my research has been very haphazard, and I 
knew there had to be lots of tips that could help me. And there were:  I 
learned many things and am trying to become a little more methodical with 
my research. After each session I would go home and use the hints and 
research support we had learnt about. The ancestor I chose to research 
depended on the topic of that session.  
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During the session on Trove, I learned how to correctly use inverted 
commas, text: and the ~ tilde symbol. I don’t know why when I got home, 
that I decided to practise these with my ancestor Lewis Goldring, but I’m 
glad I did, because I struck gold!  Well, a small nugget anyway: I found the 
following newspaper article from the Sydney Evening News, 10 September 
1885: 

 

I then found the following article from the Sydney Morning Herald, 2 May, 
1888:  

= 

Here was proof that Lewis Goldring had a brother who was the Mayor of 
Jarotschin. The grain of wheat states that the owner was the Mayor of 
Diemhoch. This is an obvious discrepancy. Could Lewis Goldring have had 
two brothers who were both mayors for many years and have both been 
honoured for this in 1888? I doubt it, but I guess it’s possible. I have found 
Jarotschin, in Posen, which is now part of Poland, on Google maps and old 
maps of Prussia, but the town of Diemhoch has eluded me. Nevertheless, I 
feel convinced that the recipient of the grain of wheat was the same person 
who was decorated with the Order of the Crown. 
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So, thank you “Beyond Beginners”!  Because of the things I learnt at the 
course, I now know that the grain of wheat belonged to my great, great, 
great uncle. At least I can assume this: Lewis Goldring’s brother was the 
Mayor of a town in Germany and was presented with the Order of the 
Crown the same year that he was presented with the grain of wheat.  

I am keen to find out more about this illustrious ancestor of mine, but for 
now (January 2020) I am excited to discover that he was the original 
recipient of our grain of wheat. Hopefully, I am right. 



In the beginning ... 

Major Archibald Clunes Innes (1800-1857) was the 6th Commandant 
at Port Macquarie from December 1826 to April 1827. He returned to 
Port Macquarie in 1831 as the Police Magistrate, with his new wife, 
Margaret Macleay, the daughter of the Colonial Secretary, Alexander 
Macleay. Through their Sydney connections, the Major was able to 
obtain many contracts to supply the convict population with food, 
clothing and other necessities, and he also benefitted from the free 
convict labour that was assigned to him. Both Major Innes and his 
wife had been granted large parcels of land on their arrival in Port 
Macquarie (approx. 2000 acres in total) but as their wealth grew, the 
Major was able to acquire extensive cattle and sheep properties in 
the Hastings, Manning, Macleay and New England regions of NSW, 
and in the Darling Downs area of Queensland, which made him one 
of the largest landowners and one of the wealthiest men in the colony 
during the 1830s. 

In order to transport the wool from his properties on the New England 
tablelands, Major Innes supported the building of a good ‘dray’ 
roadway from Glen Innes, through Walcha to Port Macquarie. 
Approval was granted to build this road in 1840 and 57 convicts were 
assigned to carry out the work.  The road roughly followed the same 
route travelled by Surveyor John Oxley and his team in 1818, and it 
was opened in 1842, just two years after it was started. 

  



30 

 

 

With Conviction 
…beyond reasonable doubt   

2021 Conference Journal   

Not MY Brick Wall ...  

But Broken Down Through DNA Testing 
Sue Brindley 

My daughter Caitlin had her DNA done with Ancestry. She wanted to find 
out her ethnicity, as she was often told she looked Spanish, and I had told 
her we had no Spanish ancestors. Once she got her results and discovered I 
was right, she agreed that I could manage her Ancestry DNA profile. I wasn’t 
sure where to go from there.  

I began to get a few enquiries from Ancestry DNA matches. One such 
enquiry came from ‘Susan’ who was attempting to locate her maternal great 
grandfather. Caitlin was a possible cousin. 

After checking Susan’s surname list, there was no match. This meant it was 
probably that elusive great grandfather that was missing. So, she provided 
me with more information. Her grandfather was born in Ballarat, Victoria in 
1883. This meant we were looking for a male who could have been in 
Ballarat at that time. She noted she had been conversing with another 
possible cousin – ‘JP’. Together they had established one of JP's ancestors, 
David Paterson, was in Victoria at that time and could possibly have been in 
Ballarat. 

David Paterson was also my ancestor, but he was in Melbourne with his wife 
and three children at the time. However, I did have an ancestor born in 
Ballarat in 1864 - Arthur Strickland. Arthur married in Sydney in 1887 and 
had three daughters, he returned to his family in Ballarat by himself, and 
died there in 1892. Louisa Strickland, one of his daughters, married Robert 
Paterson who was David Paterson's son. Susan wondered if David could still 
have been her great grandfather. Could he have travelled to Ballarat before 
moving to Sydney with his family?  Could he have had a relationship with 
Sarah Foster of Ballarat, the mother of Arthur Foster, her grandfather. 

I thought it more likely we were related through Arthur Strickland. He was 
19 in 1883 and quite likely, still living in Ballarat with his parents (Nathaniel 
Strickland c.1834-1895 and Louisa Cornish nee Peeke c.1825-1903) and 
brother Frederick (1862-1900). He didn't marry in Sydney till 1887, four 
years after Arthur Foster was born. Could her great grandfather have been 
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Arthur or his brother Frederick?  Could her grandfather, Arthur have been 
named for his ‘father’, Arthur Strickland? 

We agreed this was more likely but still there was no proof. 

Susan went back to looking through DNA matches. She found another lady 
with an ‘Extremely High’ match who had an ancestor in Ballarat around 
1883. Her ancestor, John Roberts married Emma Cornish.  

EUREKA!  Emma's mother, Louisa Cornish nee Peeke (father Richard 
Cornish), was also the mother of Arthur Strickland with her second husband 
Nathaniel Strickland. So, the common link DNA was Louisa Peeke, through 
two different family lines.  

Susan had been looking for her great 
grandfather since the 1970's. Her 
mother, Phyllis did not know Arthur 
was illegitimate until after his wife 
died in 1956 and Arthur informed 
his daughter. He had been too 
ashamed to tell his wife.  

Sarah Foster married James Hart 
and Arthur took his name and 
became Arthur Foster Hart. Her 40-
year search had come to an end, she 
had found her great grandfather! 

Even though it was not my brick 
wall, I had great satisfaction in 
helping Susan break hers. 

I have since had my DNA tested in 
order to break down my own brick 
walls. 



 

“I’m at an age when my back goes out more than I do.”  ~Phyllis Diller 

 
Arthur Hart with his wife Nellie 
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Solving Family Mysteries on MyHeritage 
MyHeritage is all about bringing families closer — to their roots, and to each 
other. Every day, people make incredible, life-changing discoveries using the 
MyHeritage genealogy platform and DNA test. Here are a few of their 
stories.  

 Marie Louise Gallay of 
France was already a 
veteran genealogist 
when she signed up for 
MyHeritage. 3 weeks 
later, she got a Smart 
Match™ that threw her 
for a loop. Smart 
Matches™ match the 
individuals on your family 

tree with profiles on trees built by other MyHeritage users. In this case, 
there was another tree on MyHeritage that mentioned Marie Louise’s 
paternal great-grandfather. It included an entire branch of the family she’d 
never even heard of… in Argentina.  

Marie Louise contacted Evelina, the user who had built the tree, and 
confirmed: Marie Louise’s great-grandfather had had a brother who had left 
for Argentina in 1890, and the family had lost all contact with him. The 
newfound cousins formed an instant connection. They’ve been Skyping 
each other every Sunday since. 

Eliška Potužníková of the Czech Republic always loved hearing her 
grandparents’ stories about their families and looking at old family photos. 
One photo from her mother’s side of the family, taken in 1928, showed 
around 30 family members standing together outside one of their homes — 
but because the photo was so old and faded and the faces so small, it was 
impossible to identify everyone in the photo.  

Eliška used the MyHeritage photo tools to enhance and colorize the photo. 
The results were so clear that when she showed the improved photo to her 
mother, she immediately recognized her father (Eliška’s grandfather) and 
his 6 siblings. “My mum couldn’t believe her eyes when I showed this to 
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her,” says Eliška, “because her father as a 4-year-old looks like he could have 
been her twin!”  

When Clare Reay’s son bought her a MyHeritage DNA test, she hoped to 
learn a little about the ethnic background of her mother Evelyn, who had 
been adopted as a child. She never imagined that the test would not only 
solve the mystery of her mother’s origins, but also connect her to family 
members who had been searching for her for more than 50 years.  

Evelyn, born Eva to a Jewish family in Poland was only two years old when 
she and her mother Dora were sent to Auschwitz, and they got separated in 
the chaos. Dora searched for her daughter her entire life, and unfortunately 
died before finding her. Evelyn also passed away before learning where she 
really came from. But thanks to that MyHeritage DNA test, their daughters 
were reunited: Clare connected with her long-lost aunts.  

These are just a few examples of the magic that can happen when you 
research your family history using MyHeritage. With billions of historical 
records and family tree profiles, and with sophisticated matching 
technologies that work across all its assets, MyHeritage allows users to 
discover their past and empower their future.  

Sign up today at myheritage.com 

 

  

http://myheritage.com/
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Looking for Beth Ashford from Lismore  
Jennifer Mullin 

Beth is not a member of my family at all. She lives in our house - as an 
attractive sixteen to twenty-year-old. She is beautifully framed and looks 
like a confident young lady. Her dress/blouse is beautifully embroidered 
around the neck.  Did she embroider it?  Was she wearing it proudly because 
a family member made it for her? I've had friends look at her and some 
estimate that her portrait was taken in the 1940s.  

Beth was in a clean-up pile when we cleared Mum's needlework things in 
2014.  We think Mum had Beth because she was in a lovely frame, and Mum 
could use it to illuminate one of her precious needlework pieces. 

But I think Beth should be with her own family. Ahhh, there be the rub!! 
Who are you, Beth? Your name would have changed within years of this 
portrait, upon your marriage. Did you marry in 1947 or 1956? Because they 
are the only Elizabeth Ashford entries I can find on the Births, Deaths and 
Marriage registers. Why did you marry in either Sydney or Auburn? Even if 
you did not marry, there are very few Ashfords in the Electoral Rolls in the 
Richmond Electorate which takes in Lismore. Were Kenneth and Alys your 
parents? They are registered in the Electoral Rolls in Lismore from 1943 until 
1958.  Kenneth was quite successful in his occupation. He was an electrician 
and then a Factory Inspector. But why did you move around so much? Four 
houses over this period of time - maybe Avondale Avenue was a nicer area 
- you were in two houses in the Avenue when Kenneth was an Inspector.  

Who now owns Heirloom Studios who framed your portrait? Have they 
disappeared and so have all records of you? Maybe they were not in 
Lismore, but you were, so that is why Lismore was written on the back.  
Beth, you have become my Brick Wall!  

Beth finds her Family—and attends a Family Reunion 

In my quest to find out about the lovely lady in the photo, my article in the 
February 2015 Footsteps Journal was read by Val Leet, the Secretary of 
Tamworth & District Family History Group. She recognised the name and 
contacted Margaret Ashford in Lambton, NSW. Margaret is Beth's first 
cousin! Margaret and I had goosebumps as we talked and realised that Beth 
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now had a family. Margaret was 
organising a family reunion in Scone on 14 
March 2015 and we arranged to meet, so 
that Beth could also attend. 

My assumption that Beth was Elizabeth 
was all wrong – she was Beth!  

Beth's parents moved from Lismore to 
Tamworth. We think that my Mum would 
have bought the frame at a garage sale 
when Beth’s father, Kenneth, moved into 
Moonby House, a retirement home. 

And Beth? She married in Lismore in 
September 1954. I discovered a newspaper 
article about her marriage, with a 
photograph of her! However, when I 
searched for her in the Electoral Rolls, I 
found her husband at the address, but not 
Beth. Further research revealed her death 
in 1957 in Sydney.  She was so young!  

At the Reunion, Margaret unveiled the 
photograph of Beth. Keith Ibbertson, 
Margaret's cousin, confirmed that it was 
definitely Beth in the portrait. He was the 
only one of those at the Reunion who 
actually knew her. 

I had a wonderful sense of satisfaction that 
Beth had found her family. I had been inspired to help her go home because 
another Port Macquarie Society member had done the same with a soldier’s 
photo and found his family. 



 If you don’t want your descendants to put a twisted spin on your life 
story, write it yourself.  

 

Jennifer Mullin (left) with the 
beautifully framed portrait of Beth 
and Margaret Ashford – 13 March 

2015 (Photo J Mullin) 

 

 Margaret Ashford and Keith 
Ibbertson at the Ashford Reunion 

with Beth's portrait  
(Photo with permission) 
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Convict John Abel Avery  
Lost in the 1828 Census 

By Rex & Yvonne Toomey 

John Abel Avery was born in 
Buckinghamshire around 1800 and 
baptised in the All Saints Church, High 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire on 13th 
June 18021. There is reasonable certainty 
that this information is correct as it 
matches the information in his death 
certificate2 despite a generic ‘England’ 
offered as his place of birth. Interestingly, 
the certificate also provides a near exact 
age at death of 79 years and 9 months. 
Subtracted from 3rd January 1880, the 
result is April 1800 which ‘fits the profile’. 
In addition, the certificate shows him as 
the husband of ‘Sharlotte’ (sic) Davis on 
the entry recorded at the Kempsey 
Courthouse3. The marriage to Charlotte 
took place on 24th May 1830 at St John’s 
Church Parramatta4. John was recorded 
as being 30 years, ‘free’ from the ship 
Asia whilst Charlotte was recorded as 
‘bond’ (meaning a convict), aged 21 years 
from the ship Princess Charlotte. Neither 

the groom nor the bride could sign their name. 

Being a convict, Charlotte Davis had to request permission to marry John 
Abel Avery. This was done and approval granted on 19th May 18305 and 
they were wed five days later. Further research located a Certificate of 
Freedom6 dated 30th June 1829 for a John Avery arriving on the Asia(2) in 
1822 under sentence of transportation for seven years and born in the year 
1800. More importantly, it quite specifically stated John was a native of High 
Wickham (sic), Buckinghamshire, England. All good so far. 

 

John Abel Avery 

Courtesy of the Avery Family 
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All this now confirmed the fact that John Avery was a convict in New South 
Wales between 24th July 1822 when his ship the Asia(2) arrived and the 
30th June 1829 when he was granted his Certificate of Freedom. This also 
meant that his name should have appeared in the 1828 Census of New 
South Wales. Yet he is 
nowhere to be found 
amongst the several Avery 
names that appear there! 
This has led to the question of 
what could have occurred?  

There are some documents in 
the Colonial Secretary’s 
correspondence that indicate 
what happened to the convict 
John Avery after he arrived. 
After the first week, he was 
sent to Parramatta with 
twenty-four others ‘for 
distribution within the 
district’. A year later on 25th 
October 1823, he was 
returned to Penrith from the 
Emu Plains Farm. He was then 
assigned to John Harris. After 
that – nothing – until he 
receives his Certificate of 
Freedom. 

So the mystery was: Did the 
census collector miss out on getting the details of John Avery or was there 
some other reason he could not be found? Therefore, like all good family 
historians, it was time to ‘think outside of the envelope’. Perhaps there was 
a spelling mistake? A quick run of the finger down the columns of names 
and ships in the printed census volume could find nothing that matched the 
elusive John Avery. Next, it was time to try for a phonetic match. The only 
name similar to ‘Avery’ was ‘Every’ and a quick check for a John Every soon 

Certificate of Freedom, No. 29/657 

dated 30th June 1829 for John Avery 
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found a likely match! The entry was recorded as ‘John Every’ of the ship 
Asia. Every family historian knows the wonderful feeling when a ‘brick wall’ 
has been knocked over – well that is what was felt after finding this entry. 
In addition, using the same logic he was located in the 1825 muster under 
the same name. 

Of course, there were some issues with the entries that are still a mystery. 
The following table shows a comparison of what was recorded: 

Element 1825 Muster 1828 Census* C of F 
Name John Every John Every John Avery 

Age 19 26 29 (born 
1800) 

Status  F S  
Ship Asia Asia Asia (2) 

Arrival Year 1822 1822 1822 
Sentence 7 years 7 years 7 years 
Religion  Cath  

Employment G S Labourer  
Employer Mr Fulton 

Chaplain, Penrith 
Rob Smith 
Bathurst 

 

 

* The entry for John Every is exactly the same in both the Sydney and 
London copies of the 1828 Census. 

The two major differences are the age and the religion. It is interesting that 
John Every aged 7 years in the three years between the 1825 muster and 
1828 census. Also, the recording of a religion of ‘Cath’ (Roman Catholic) is 
patently wrong when considering John Avery was born, married and died as 
a follower of the Church of England. 

 

Entry for John Every in the Sydney Version of the 1828 Census 
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This then gives food for thought. Perhaps he had a strong accent or brogue 
or maybe even a speech impediment? No matter, success is wonderful and 
whilst it adds little to what was already known about John Avery, it was an 
important discovery to know where he was in 1825 as well as 1828. 

Sources: 
1 High Wycombe, Bucks, Parish Records of Baptisms 1800-1812. Copy of page provided by Zoe Avery 
2 NSWBDM Death Registration Index. 7660/1880 Reg. Macleay River 
3 NSW Death Certificate. (Certified copy). Entry 939 recorded on 5th January 1880 by District 

Registrar J B Casey 
4 St John's Parramatta Parish Register 1826-1834, p59, no 236 for 1830, From Ancestry.com.au 
5 Convicts’ Application to Marry. SRNSW NRS 12212, entry 30/128 
6 Butts of Certificates of Freedom. SRNSW NRS 12210, entry 29/657 

 

In the beginning ... 

Kendall, the town 36 kilometres south of Port Macquarie was 
originally named Camden Heads as it is located at the headquarters 
of the Camden Haven River.  It was renamed Kendall in 1891 after the 
poet, Henry Kendall (1839 -1882), who lived in the area from 1875 to 
1881, when he was appointed by Sir Henry Parkes as the first 
Inspector of Forests for NSW. 

The Port Macquarie/Hastings area was once heavily timbered and 
surrounded by forests.  It was partly due to the richness of the timber 
resources in the area that Port Macquarie was chosen for the penal 
settlement in 1821. However, the thick banksia and ti-tree scrub did 
not prove to be adequate for the building of the settlement and 
convict timber-getters were soon working several miles inland.  Trees 
such as blackbutt, tallowwood, turpentine, brush box, cedar, 
mahogany and pine were within easy distance.  However, by 1830 
when Port Macquarie was open to free settlement, much of the easily 
accessible and highly prized cedar in particular, had already been cut 
out by convict gangs – whole houses were built out of cedar, as well 
as public buildings, fine furniture, packing cases, paling fences and 
farm buildings! 
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It’s not easy being Green…or Brown and 

especially not Smith 

Trysha Hanly 

When it comes to family history research that is! 

According to the family names researched by members of the Port 
Macquarie & Districts Family History Society, the top 5 surnames in the Port 
Macquarie-Hastings area are Smith, Jones, Hollis, Wilson and Brown. Green 
was 15th in the list. 

When researching your ancestors, you might come across half a dozen 
different ways of spelling the surname.Ackerley might also be recorded as 
Hackley and Haggery. Depending on the origins of the family, for example 
Ireland or Yorkshire, the names pronounced in their dialect would be 
written down as they sounded. When Ann Hutchinson from Yorkshire 
moved south, her name was written as Hodginson, probably because that is 
what it sounded like to a southerner when hearing the strong Yorkshire 
dialect. 

It’s not just the surname either. Mary can be recorded as Marie, Mattie, 
Mettie; Ann as Anne and Annie; the Irish name Eoin is often transcribed as 
Owen and even John. 

Some of our members have reasons or solutions. Cynthia’s Grandma said 
that the more ways you could spell your name, the more important you 
were! Bob said to try holding your nose and then saying the name―you will 
be surprised what it might sound like! Then there are some who deliberately 
changed their name for legal and illegal reasons. 

How do you untangle the web of confusion? Cross-referencing is the 
answer. The more records you can check for your ancestor (birth, marriage, 
death, electoral records, census returns), the more information you have to 
check against and the more the pieces of the puzzle will begin to come 
together. 
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Family History Discoveries with Joy Murrin 

Joy Murrin has been transcribing NSW registrations since 1989 and in those 
32 years, she has made some remarkable discoveries, with researchers 
doubting the indexes. 

A client was searching for the death of Annie Boyd, born about 1867 in 
Lithgow with father George and mother, Elizabeth. No record was found in 
the index. The client searched only using the given names for Annie and her 
parents and the registration district for Lithgow.  One registration was 
identified. The father's occupation, a Mason, had been recorded as his 
surname when the record was transcribed. Annie Mason in the index was 

actually Annie Boyd. 

Another time a client searched for 
Margaret Farrelly, parents John and 
Mary, born about 1878. The birth of 
Margaret could not be found. 
However, the index showed a John 
Farrelly born 1878, father John, 
mother Mary. Our client requested 
the birth, but only if the name was 
Margaret. When the registration was 
transcribed, the child was Margaret. 
The index incorrectly showed the 
name of the father as the child's 
name.  

Occasionally an index may not show 
parents' names, and we assume they were not recorded in the registration, 
which is normally the case. However, sometimes the parents' names are 
missed being indexed. This was the case for the baptism of James Guise in 
1840, which showed his father as Charles, but no mother. When the baptism 
was transcribed, the mother's name was recorded. Always remove the 
doubt by checking the details in the registration. 

  Email: joy@joymurrin.com.au 

Phone: 02 9585 1187 
WWW.JOYMURRIN.COM.AU 

 

http://www.joymurrin.com.au/
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NSW & ACT Association of Family 
History Societies Inc. 

2022 Annual Conference 

September 2022 

Our 2022 Conference Committee is working hard to organise the best 
possible Conference for you during September 2022. As our 2020 venue no 
longer hosts large events, we are currently investigating other venues in the 
Newcastle/Maitland area. We will keep you posted as our plans come 
together. 

Hosted by 

Newcastle Family History Society Inc. www.nfhs.org.au 

with the support of the 

Maitland & Beyond Family History Inc. mdgs.org.au/ 

New Location: To Be Advised 
www.ridingthewavesofhistory.com.au  

http://www.nfhs.org.au/
http://mdgs.org.au/
http://www.ridingthewavesofhistory.com.au/


43 

 

 

With Conviction 
…beyond reasonable doubt   

2021 Conference Journal   

Spit, Spat 
Margaret Yates 

“Don’t you dare spit” says a mother. “She just spat at me” says a small child. 

Well, now it’s ok to SPIT and say SPAT 

So, I SPAT and SPAT into a tube – urgh 

Added the stabiliser solution of blue 

Screwed it on tight and shook and shook 

Mine turned a pretty shade of lime-green – eeee 

Then boxed it off and wait I did,… patiently. 

The results came back. How can that be! 

I always understood I was 

ENGLISH – SCOTTISH and a weeeee bit of Irish 

But alas they tell me differently 

They say I’m Europe West 59% - Aghast!;    

Irish 23% - Devastated, with all due respect to the 
proud Irish;    

Great Britain 9% - Shocked;    

Scandinavian 5% and Other 4%.  

Where’s my SCOTTISH? 

My sister did a test too, and yes she is my sister. She said she always knew I 
was her sister – smarty-pants - but then, she is older than me. 

Now I started looking at the matches that Ancestry had found for me and 
upon investigation the first few were all relating back to the one family 
name of Spring (English) – was this some specific DNA family trait of spitting 
into a small tube? 

Alas, no, as finally I found others who had spat and they related to 3 
different branches of my tree, Inett (English); Snelling (English) and Brown 
(Scottish). 

One particular family group I found had given spit specimens, so I wrote to 
the administrator of the group saying that they all matched, of varying 
degrees, to both my sister and myself.  
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The reply came back “That’s strange, as they are myself, my mother, brother 
and father.”   

The mother and both her children linked back to the Snelling family. Now 
we are trying to find where the father joins into my family tree other than 
by marriage.  

Most links I have found go back five generations to my 3 x great 
grandparents via a sibling or one of their children. So grow your tree tall and 
broad, get the siblings and their spouse/s too. 

My husband’s cousin and his first wife kept telling me that “there is Chinese 
in the family”. I thought that very strange, so I asked if the cousin would like 
to do a DNA test and if she could also get a male of the family to do one too. 
They each agreed, and yes, the results do show that they are cousins to each 
other. Matches have been found that go back seven generations to the Chin 
family of England.  

The DNA proved that there is no Chinese as the results show the female as 
97% Great Britain; 3% Other (non-Asian) and the male as 83% Great Britain; 
9% Irish; 6% Scandinavian; 2% Other (non-Asian). This now debunks the 
family myth of Chinese in their ancestry. 

My two and only first cousins also tested, they being brother and sister. 

OMG!!  The results came back to be nothing like that which was expected. 

They are NOT my genetic cousins. 

They are HALF brother and sister to each other. 

None of us had any idea and a real shock to each of them. 

Always be ready for the unexpected – DNA does not lie, it is science. 

To try and discover more, I also use MyHeritage; GEDmatch; DNA Painter. 



Each person writes their own story as he or she goes through life.  
Everyday is a new paragraph, a new page, a new chapter, or even a 
whole new book. 
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Sources or Sauces  
Diane Gillespie  

As family historians, we should recognise the need for accuracy in our family 
trees — after all genealogy, without accurate sources, is mythology!  

 

My 2x great-grandfather, Simeon Hudson provided me with the opportunity 
to explore different sources to record his story. He was born in England at 
Lynn Regis, now known as King’s Lynn1, in Norfolk, and this can be verified 
by baptismal records. It is on his convict indent and it was noted on his 
marriage certificate. 

The ready accessibility of the internet has brought research to our laptops 
and having piqued my interest in what was available, I compiled the 
following:  

‘Transportation for a period of seven years!’ It was typical of the sentences 
decreed by the judge as the procession of thieves, pick-pockets and other 
petty criminals were paraded through Judge Baron Gurney’s court. Simeon 
Hudson hung his head as he was led back to the cells in Newgate Prison. This 
appearance before Mr Baron Gurney on 6th September 1834 was not the 
first time Simeon had confronted authorities2. His downward spiral to a life 

Location of King’s Lynn in Norfolk 
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of crime was highlighted in 1830 when his career in the marines had come 
to an abrupt halt. 

After at least three reportable disciplinary incidents throughout 1830, 
Simeon Hudson, Able Seaman, was ‘drummed out’ of the Marines that he 
had joined in 1826 at 18 years of age3. This enlistment would have at least 
ensured him a trade and a small but reliable income. 

Simeon had begun life, born to a single mother, Mary Hudson in Lynn, 
Norfolk in 1808 and was baptised on 23 May that same year4. Being born to 
a single parent in 1808 would not have led to an easy childhood, and Simeon 
and his mother possibly spent time in and out of workhouses or orphanages 
depending upon availability of employment in Norfolk, England. 

 

The trial before Mr Baron Gurney proceeded swiftly with Simeon’s accuser, 
Thomas Birch travelling ‘all the way from Hambro’5 to prosecute Simeon. He 
had stolen not only from Thomas but others on the ship Snaresbrook. 
Simeon was apprehended in Whitechapel, London by James Thompson, a 
policeman. He was wearing clothing that had been stolen but had sold some 
of the stolen goods to two Jewesses6. 
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After his trial, Simeon Hudson was returned to Newgate prison, adjoining 
the Old Bailey. He was transferred to the Hulk Fortitude, moored in the 
Thames, on 29 October, 18347. 

By 1834 conditions on the Hulks 
had improved. Mortality rates from 
gaol fevers, which spread rapidly, 
on the Hulks and in gaols were 
around 30% between 1776 (when 
prisoners were no longer being 
sent to the American Colonies) and 
1795. Healthy prisoners were not 
segregated from ill prisoners but 
English prison reformers such as 
John Howard, Elizabeth Fry and 
others had achieved improved 
conditions for convicts including 
more attention to ventilation, hygiene and rationing, but it was still an 
unhealthy place full of misery8. 

Simeon spent the next ten months on the Fortitude until August 1835 when 
he was transported on the Layton (2) to Van Diemen’s Land at the other end 
of the world9. According to the general remarks of the Surgeon 
Superintendent, 80 male convicts from the Fortitude10 located at Chatham, 
were boarded on 21 August 1835. Men from other hulks and twenty boys, 
making a total of 270 prisoners were also loaded11. 

The Layton (2) left Sheerness on 29 August 1835 bound for Van Diemen’s 
Land. Simeon did not appear on the sick list/surgeon’s list, avoiding the 
usual diseases that affected many convicts on their voyage to the Colonies. 
Conditions below decks were cramped and foreign to many of Simeon’s 
companions but he did what he could to maintain the peace. The Layton (2) 
finally arrived at Hobart in early December 1835. 

On 18 December, the Hobart Town Courier, was pleased to announce the 
arrival of the following passengers — Doctor Birnie, Captain Kelsall, Mr and 
Mrs Howe, Doctor Wilkinson, 13th Foot, Lieut. Anderson, 30 Rank and file, 
9 women and 9 children. There was no mention of the 267 convicts12. 
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At the time of his arrival Simeon was 28 years of age. He had a swarthy 
complexion, with a large head, dark brown hair, whiskers and eyebrows. He 
had a large visage with a high forehead. His eyes were dark hazel. A medium 
long nose and wide mouth. His chin was large. He was tall for a convict at 
5′9¾″ and ‘stout made’ (built). 

Simeon had several tattoos — a seahorse and neptune above the elbow and 
a mermaid below the elbow. A woman, initials possibly JW (faint marking) 
below the elbow on the left arm. Ring on ring and middle finger on the same 
hand13. 

Simeon’s time in the Marines seemed to determine his convict life in Van 
Dieman’s Land. He was assigned to the Marine Department until the 
following April when he was caught drunk and was sent to a ‘tread wheel’ 
for six days. This provided the deterrent Simeon needed and he returned to 
duty, progressing to be a member of a boat crew. 

In October 1836, he was absent all night from the Prison Barracks (PB) 
receiving another six days on the ‘tread wheel’ but the seemingly ready 
accessibility of alcohol led to his downfall on several occasions. Simeon’s 
indiscretions increased as did the level of punishment resulting in his 
receiving six days in the cells on bread and water and then 25 lashes for 
being out after hours. The magistrates were determined to bend Simeon to 
their will and he ended up in a road gang doing hard labour for three 
months. 
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Simeon was recommended for a Ticket of Leave by the Lieutenant Governor 
on 14 December, 183914. Another 15 months passed before Simeon was 
finally awarded his Certificate of Freedom on 15 March 184115. Now a free 
man, albeit with a ‘convict stain’, Simeon tried to find employment in the 
colony. In 1846 he obtained employment as an Able Seaman on the 
Adelaide and left Van Dieman’s Land, heading for Sydney16. 

Gold strikes in the early 1850s in Victoria encouraged Simeon’s relocation 
to Victoria to find employment. He was by now in his 40s and the physical 
work involved as an Able Seaman was difficult. He gained employment with 
George Armytage from about 1852 in Victoria learning about the handling 
of sheep. 

Simeon met recently widowed Elizabeth Phipps, nee Millward in Portland, 
Victoria. Simeon, by this time was 45 years of age. Elizabeth was 
accompanied by a three-year-old daughter. They were married in Portland 
on 5 November 185317. Simeon and Elizabeth settled in Victoria and raised 
a large family. His experience with George Armytage & Sons prompted him 
to seek employment as a station manager, so he advertised in the ‘Argus’ 
newspaper in 1856, but his inability to read and write was hindering his 
chances to fulfill the position of property manager properly18. 

When Simeon died on 3 July 1869 from atrophy, his friend, James Molloy 
notified authorities. His marriage, children or the time Simeon spent 
working on the land was not mentioned, nor was his convict history. He was 
known to James as a mariner19. Simeon Hudson is buried in Hamilton, 
Victoria. A long way from his birthplace in Lynn, Norfolk. He had a short life 
punctuated by change and upheaval. 

The sources certainly add to the authenticity of the above account, but it 
helps to look further afield from the usual Ancestry or FindMyPast. These 
databases have made the world of genealogy more accessible since their 
introduction, but it is very easy to fall into the trap of accepting all that is 
contained in them as the whole truth. Ideally having a second source to 
verify findings is certainly a bonus.  
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Sources: 
1 Google Maps: https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/King's+Lynn+UK 

2 Old Bailey Proceedings Online (www.oldbaileyonline.org, version 7.2, 14 June 2017), October 
1834, trial of SIMEON HUDSON (t18341016–112). 

3 National Archives of UK; Kew, Surrey, England; Courts Martial Registers; Series ADM 194; 
Piece Number: 42 

4 Bap Baptismal record for Simeon Hudson Transcript: St Margaret, Lynn, Norfolk England; FHL Film 
No. 1471534, Ref ID: Item 17 p. 178 

5 Old Bailey Proceedings, October 1834, Simeon Hudson (t18341016–112). 

6 Old Bailey Proceedings, October 1834, Simeon Hudson (t18341016–112). 

7 Home Office: Convict Transportation Registers – Other Fleets & Ships 1791–1868 Accessed 
Through Ancestry.com 

8 www.newworldencyclopedia.org/JohnHoward 

9 Convict List per Layton, Class: HO 10; Piece: 51 

10 Home Office: Convict Prison Hulks: Registers and Letter Books; Class: HO9; Piece: 2 

11 National Archives, Folio 28 ADM 101/42/7/2 

12 Trove, 1835 'TRADE AND SHIPPING.', The Hobart Town Courier (Tas.: 1827–1839), 18 
December, p. 3., viewed 13 Jun 2017, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4178041 

13 Tasmanian Archives, Convict Description CON18/1/13 Page 181 

14 Trove: Chronicle (Launceston, Tas.: 1835–1880) 23 December 1840: 4. Web. 15 Jun 2017 
<http://nla.gov.au/nla.newsarticle66015658 

15 Trove: ‘The Gazette.’ Colonial Times (Hobart, Tas.: 1828–1857) 5 October 1841: 4. Web. 15 
Jun 2017 <http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article8752075 

16 Archives of Tasmania LINC Names Search: Simeon Hudson, Record ID: CUS36/1/8 

17 Government Statist, Victoria (Victorian BDM) Marriage Certificate Simeon Hudson and 
Elizabeth Millward, 1506/1853 obtained 18 Mar, 1986 

18 Simeon Hudson: son’s birth (Unnamed male) Certificate Government Statist (BDM Vic) 
12933/1867. Accessed 18 Mar. 1986 

19 Government Statist, Victoria (Victorian BDM) Death Certificate, Simeon Hudson, 6121/1869 
obtained 18 Mar, 1986 

In the beginning ... 

The oyster industry in the Hastings River system, which was 
established in the late 1800s, represents one of the oldest surviving 
primary industries in the Port Macquarie region.  Currently there are 
approximately 28 registered growers on the river and close to 6.6 
million oysters are harvested for consumption each year, while more 
than 40 million juvenile seed oysters are produced and sold to other 
oyster farmers throughout NSW for growing.  The Hastings River is 
the largest seed producing estuary in New South Wales and the fifth 
largest producer of oysters for human consumption in NSW.  
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“Remember me in the family tree 
My name, my days, my strife; 

Then I’ll ride upon the wings of time 
And live an endless life.”~Linda Goetsch  

Do your family history research justice 
IN A PREMIUM PHOTO BOOK 

 

Curate all your findings into a photo book 
that looks like a professional publication. 

Momento’s free software makes it easy 
to layout pages with photos, text and 
graphics, and we promise world class six 
colour printing and stitch binding that will 
stand the test of time. 

See our history book design guide 

and enjoy 25% off your first book until 11 January 2022 at 

https://www.momento.com.au/afhs 
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Samuel Percival – My Convict Ancestor 
  Greg Hearne 

Samuel Percival was my great-great grandfather, and he was an interesting 
ancestor because he was baptised as Samuel Ellinger. 

I started my research in the 1980s 
by tracing back from my 
grandmother, Marjory Elizabeth 
(Hearne/Gulliver) to her mother, 
Esther Annie Percival then her 
father, Samuel Percival. After 
finding Samuel’s marriage to 
Elizabeth Woods1 in 1843, I found 
on the indent of the convict ship 
“Manlius”2 in 1837 that Samuel 
Percival, a ‘Silk Weaver’ was sent to 
Australia ‘for life’. This led me to his 
Ticket-of Leave3 and Conditional 
Pardon4. 

The Ticket-of-Leave allowed him to 
remain in the district of Lower 
Portland Head where he and 
Elizabeth Woods were married 
(possibly in the wooden church 
that stood at the mouth of the Colo 
between Wiseman’s Ferry and 
Sackville). 

Yearning for more information on Samuel Percival, I engaged a professional 
researcher in London to investigate, as the original documents were held at 
the National Archives in Kew. Forty years ago, copies were not available in 
Australia, and I considered it would take a person with some expertise to 
peruse any documents relating to his trial and family origins, as well as 
access the National Archives. 

The researcher in London located Samuel’s Old Bailey trial proceedings after 
much delving into the records and found that ‘Samuel Percival’ was shown 
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as silk weaver ‘William Percival.’ He was tried alongside a Thomas Powell, 
for stealing five cages and five singing birds to the value of 27 shillings, the 
property of John Warren. Both Percival and Powell were found guilty and 
sentenced to death. The trial documentation shows Percival as ‘William’ and 
later as ‘Samuel’. It appears that Samuel took the name of Percival, after his 
maternal grandmother, Sarah Percival, and William, as his Christian name, 
after his father’s Christian name. 

Evidence was also found regarding his petition requesting clemency, and 
Samuel’s sentence was commuted to transportation for life5. The names of 
the individuals supporting the petition showed a ‘John Ellinger’ and others. 

Why have I mentioned the surname “Ellinger”? (As with all surnames, there 
are variations in various records of the spelling of Ellenger.) 

 

 Extract from Samuel’s Petition for Clemency England & Wales, 
Crime, Prison & Punishment, 1770-1935 (Reference: HO 17/127) 

“John Ellinger. No.5 Hunt Street Mile End New Town in whose employ the Prisoner within named has 
been for a period of three years and would willingly take him in his Employ again should His Most 

Gracious Majesty be Pleased to mitigate the Dreadful sentence to some small fine and 
Imprisonment.” 
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My English researcher, came across on the International Genealogical Index 
(I.G.I.) an entry of a baptism from the Registers of St. Botolph’s Bishopgate: 

“25 October 1826 Samuel, son of Samuel Ellenger and mother, Mary Ann 
Steel, 12 Long Alley, Weaver” 

The Banns were recorded 14 August 1825 in the Marriage Registers for St. 
Dunstan and All Saints, Stepney, Tower Hamlets6. However, a marriage 
entry for Samuel Ellenger and Mary Ann Steel has not been located. 

Parish registers were searched for a baptism record of a ‘Samuel Ellenger’ 
born about 1804/5. A baptism entry was recorded in the Parish Registers of 
St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch: 

“Samuel s of William & Ann Ellinger of New Inn Yard Born 11 January Bap. 
17 February 1805”7 

With the finding of Mary Ann Steel as the mother of Samuel Ellinger Jnr and 
the Banns recording the intended marriage of Samuel Ellenger Snr to Mary 
Anne Steele, I went back to the indent of the “Manlius”. 

On my first examination of the indent, I had seen the notation regarding the 
tattoo on Samuel Percival’s chest which read “Mary Steel”.  

However, I did not understand the importance of these words until the 
completion of this later research which confirmed that Mary Ann Steel was 
Samuel’s intended wife. 

Thus, I was able to confirm that ‘William Percival’, ‘Samuel Percival’, and 
‘Samuel Ellenger’ were the same person, and that Samuel Percival was 
indeed my great-great grandfather! 

Copy of section on the indent for Samuel Percival 
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From 1856 to 1860, Samuel Percival and his wife Elizabeth Woods whom he 
married in 1843, lived in the Portland Head area8 and there they raised eight 
children – five sons and three daughters.  

Between 1860 and 1864, he and Elizabeth, moved to the Shoalhaven area, 
where Samuel became a tenant farmer on Alexander Berry’s Shoalhaven 
Estate. From the Shoalhaven Estate Returns for the year ending 30 April 
1863, I found Samuel as renting “53 acres 3 roods for the yearly rent 
£26.10s, had six children (3 males and 3 females) and one servant; and that 
he came from England and the family were Wesleyans”. In 1865, he was 
renting 53 acres for the same rental, at Pyree and in 1869, at Pyree, Samuel 
was renting 50 acres with no change in the yearly rent. He subsequently 
appeared in these returns till 18749. 

It is interesting to note many of the 
Hawkesbury families migrated to 
the Shoalhaven area and then onto 
the Richmond River, in northern 
New South Wales. 

At the Shoalhaven they had two 
more children, two daughters, my 
great grandmother, Esther Anne 
who was the youngest, born 4 
March 1866.10  

Over the ensuring years, most of 
the children that survived 
childhood, made the move to the 
Richmond River area.  

Samuel passed away on 10 
December 1883 at Crookhaven, 
NSW.11 Esther Anne Gulliver (Percival) 

Photo from Hearne family collection 
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The following notice was 
placed in the Local 
Intelligence column of The 
Shoalhaven Telegraph 13 
December 1883 – 

“On Sunday night, Mr 
Samuel Percival died at his 
residence Crookhaven, aged 
80 years. Mr. Percival was a 
native of Liverpool 
(England). He came to this 
colony with part of his 
family 30 years ago, first 
landing at the Hawkesbury 
River settlement. 

 Subsequently, and after a 
return trip to the old land, 
he settled in Shoalhaven. His 
family comprise five sons 
and four daughters, all of 
whom have attained their 
majority.” 

Clearly from the above newspaper, the family hid the fact he was a convict. 

Sources: 
1 NSW BDMs Marriage 286/1843 V1843286/27C 
2 Australian Convict Ships 1786-1849 Indents 1788-1842 (Nrs121188) 
3 Ticket of Leave Butts (Nrs12202) Jul 1835-Jun 1836 
4 Convict Registers of Conditional & Absolute Pardons, 1788-1870 (Reel 780) 1841-1843 
5 Home Office Ho 17/127 
6 ancestry.com. – London, England, Church of England Marriages & Banns, 1734-1932 
7 Ibid – London, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages & Burials, 1538-1812 
8 Ibid – NSW, Australia Historical Electoral Rolls, 1842-1864 
9 NSW State Library- Hay family papers, 1837-1917 MLMSS802 
10 BDM Births 14799/1866 
11 BDM Deaths 11561/1883 

  

Copy of telegram sent by William Percival, a son, to 
his eldest sibling, Samuel at German Creek near 

Wardell advising him of their father’s death. 
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 In the beginning ...  

Wine was first produced in Port Macquarie by Henry Farncourt White, 
the Colonial Assistant Secretary, on Clifton Hill (adjacent to Clifton 
Drive) in 1836.  He planted a vineyard with 12,000 trellised vines, and 
built a cellar capable of storing 48,000 litres of wine.  

Good quality, prize-winning wines continued to be produced in the 
Hastings area through the 1800s when for example John Fenn of the 
‘Fernhill’ property, George Wilson of ‘Douglas Vale’ and John Condon 
of ‘Coolenberg’ and ‘The Glebe’ received prizes for their wines 
exhibited in France and at the Sydney International Exhibition in 
1879-1880.  

Are you passionate about Australian history and genealogy? 

Traces uncovers Australian history, from ancient Indigenous heritage 
to European settlement, local history, artefacts and genealogy. 

Subscribe at www.tracesmagazine.com.au 
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Success story: DNA does work 
Wendy Anson 

My Great Grandfather, Moses Rees, (my paternal 
Grandmother’s father) was very careful not to 
leave any paper trails. When he died in 1910, his 
eldest son Walter was a little more helpful as he 
listed a few vague clues on the death certificate. He 
stated that Moses, an engineer, had lived 26 years 
in Australia and unknown years in New Zealand; 
born in Wales; that he had been previously 
married, but any details on previous issue were 
unknown.  

Finally, after twenty or so years of looking, more 
online resources became available, and I found a 
possible Moses Rees in New Zealand. I took the 

plunge and purchased all the paper evidence of this Moses Rees and his 
family. There were also lots of amazing references in NZ ‘Papers Past’, 
including references to a Moses Rees who had deserted his wife. Everything 
seemed to match.  My Australian Moses Rees arrived in Australia in late 
1883 with a pregnant ‘wife’ and child and the New Zealand Moses Rees, also 
an engineer, with a different wife and four boys, had disappeared without 
trace in 1883. There was no evidence of his death in New Zealand.  

However, still circumstantial. Disappointment too - any of the likely New 
Zealand descendants of Moses and his first wife that I contacted, were very 
sceptical – it couldn’t be the same Moses. Well, what could I do? There was 
no one left alive in my family to ask. Taking a DNA test might be the way to 
go. I went ahead and sent off for a DNA test for me to take. Of course, it 
then hinged on a cooperative NZ descendant also taking the same test in 
order to establish a match. It would be so good to have some real proof at 
last.  

The first likely relative from New Zealand failed to send off the test kit I had 
paid for them to do. Oh dear! However, an article in Footsteps about the 
Moses dilemma was picked up online by ‘Patty’ in NZ, also from the same 

Moses Rees  
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New Zealand Moses Rees family, who rang me out of the blue, to talk about 
her Moses and mine. 

She willingly agreed, so I had a DNA kit sent to Patty, which she sent off very 
smartly to the US for testing. About six weeks later, the results came in, and 
YES, we came up with matching 
results! We are about fourth 
cousins on paper, which the DNA 
test also indicated. Now I can be 
confident in adding the New 
Zealand line to my family tree. 
Definitely worth it. 

NB: The test used was the Family 
Finder DNA test on the 
www.familytreedna.com website 
which can connect about five 
generations back on both male 
and female sides. 

Sources:  
Photo of Mr M Rees. Harding, William 
James 1826-1899: Negatives of 
Wanganui district. Ref: 1/4-030634-G. 
Alexander Turnbull Library, 
Wellington, New Zealand. 
/records/22833157 
 
Rhyme - The National Library of New 
Zealand, Papers Past, Observer Issue 
85, 29 Apr 1882 p.108: A Rees-onable 
rhyme. It was published a few days 
after a notice about Moses Rees being 
arrested on warrant for deserting his 
wife at Wanganui. He was admitted to 
bail. The National Library of New 
Zealand, Papers Past, NZ Herald, Vol 
XIX, Issue 6370, 18 Apr 1882, p.4 

 

A Rees-onable Rhyme 

(On Moses Rees being charged with 
deserting his wife and family) 

Young Moses, in the days of old, 
Escaped the general slaughter; 
Deserted by his friends, we’re told, 
And cast upon the water; 
Was tossed about 
Till hunted out 
By Pharaoh’s pretty daughter! 

Now, Moses, grown to man’s estate, 
Is “up in the morning early,” 
His wife and family of late 
Have been supported sparely; 
In this Age of Reason 
‘Tis no treason 
To turn the tables fairly. 

Though Moses in the olden time 
All Israel’s children fed, 
He now, sans Reason and sans 
Rhyme, 
Can’t give his children bread; 
Oh, Moses, lad, 
Your manner’s bad; 
Stump up, my friend! Nuff sed! 
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Was Hannah a Ryan or a Blackman? 

Jennifer Mullin 

My DNA story concerns my husband’s maternal great Grandmother – 
Hannah Blackman or Lavinia Blackman or (as was more usual) Hannah Ryan 
(1855-1941), who married Michael Burns McMahon in September 1878 at 

the Church of Rome in Tempe, NSW.1 

Hannah was the fourth child in a family of seven to Charles Edward 
Blackman (1824-1914) and Hannah Barnes (1831-1924). The Blackmans 
lived in the Bathurst district, part of a large wealthy family from Kent, 
although Charles was born in NSW. His mother was the daughter of ex-
convicts. Part of the family also moved into the Mudgee area where there 
is a large family crypt in the Mudgee Memorial Park Cemetery. They are 
credited with settling and establishing Mudgee. One of this family group 
was said to travel with Oxley and have Blackman’s Point, near Port 
Macquarie, named after him but I cannot find evidence to support this story.  

Hannah Barnes’ parents were both ex-convicts who became a Gaoler and a 
Publican respectively in Bathurst. 

Charles and Hannah (Barnes) must have had an interesting marriage, 
because on both their second marriages in Beechworth, Victoria (yes, both 
AND both in 1870) they declared themselves as bachelor and spinster.  

Hannah Blackman’s second marriage was to Thomas Ryan in Beechworth, 
Victoria in 1870.2  Her three children to Thomas were born in Beechworth 
in 18653, 18684 and 1870 5. Hannah married in her maiden name – Barnes. 

Her third marriage was to Henry John Lamond in 1911 in Redfern NSW6. 

So, do I have the correct information for Hannah Barnes?  Yes, thanks to the 
elaborate newspaper notices of her funeral by four children from her 
marriage to Charles Edward Blackman and two children from her marriage 
to Thomas Ryan7. On the other hand, Charles Edward Blackman’s Death 
Certificate8 only notes the children from his second marriage.  

Hannah, their daughter, was born in Bathurst in December 1855. I cannot 
find birth or Baptism records for her. She is recorded as either Hannah or 
Lavinia in the on-line trees.  
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All through her life Hannah identified as a Ryan. Her Marriage Certificate9 
records her name as Hannah Ryan and her Death Certificate records Thomas 
Ryan as her father10. Her husband’s Death Certificate11 records her name as 
Hannah Ryan. Her son, Edward Cecil’s 1968 Death Certificate12 (my 
husband’s grandfather) records his mother as Hannah Ryan.  

So, what had to be solved with DNA? 

When I started researching the family, I was advised by on-line researchers 
that Hannah was in fact Thomas Ryan’s daughter – they had researched it 
and that was the correct conclusion. I must admit that as I researched the 
family, I too should have come to the same conclusion because the paper 
trail proved it. 

But I would like to believe that the fourth child in a marriage of seven 
children was the daughter of the husband!  

Knowing very little of DNA, but always on the lookout for a bargain, I 
purchased two Ancestry kits before Christmas 2016 for my brother and my 
sister-in-law. However, she lives in Sydney, and I needed to post my 
brother’s kit so I asked my husband to ‘spit’. 

After months of waiting - it appears many others could not resist a bargain 
- we had the results:  my husband is in a Blackman ‘circle’ - in fact in four 
circles: Hannah Barnes 5 members; Charles Edward Blackman 5 members; 
James Blackman (gr gr gr gr Grandfather) 31 members; and his wife, 
Elizabeth Harley (gr gr gr gr Grandmother) 31 members.  

I think that number of matches should prove that Hannah was a Blackman! 

So, the paper trail says one thing, but DNA has proven another scenario. 
Hannah would have lived with her mother and Thomas Ryan from at least 
the age of 10, when her stepbrother was born. It is logical that Thomas Ryan 
was a mentor to Hannah, and she identified with him more than with her 
biological father.  
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Family Historians need to follow the first rule of research by verifying 
sources. Sometimes our ancestors' lives are not as we expect.  But, at all 
times sensitivity in exposing different facts needs to be handled with due 
care - as has been the case in my research.

Sources: 
1 BDM Reg No: 1878/1670 
2 Vic BDM Reg No: 1870/3054 
3 Vic BDM Reg No:  1865/13480 
4 Vic BDM Reg No: 1868/21326 
5 Vic BDM Reg No: 1870/14278 
6 NSW BDM Reg No: 1911/7356 

7 Trove: SMH Nov 3, 1924 
8 NSW BDM Reg No: 1914/1288 
9 NSW BDM Reg No: 1878/1670 
10 NSW BDM Reg No: 1941/1698 
11 NSW BDM Reg No: 1930/13751 
12 NSW BDM Reg No: 1968/3057
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Using DNA to Find My Forster Cousin 
Ken Hunt 

Great-grandmother Maria Louisa Robinson was an interesting woman who 
produced three distinct lines of descendants each with a different paternity. 

Maria was born on 26 
November 1842 in Gloucester 
- the capital city of 
Gloucestershire, England -  to 
49-year-old Joseph Robinson 
and his 41-year-old wife 
Elizabeth (Jewsbury).  She 
was the youngest and only 
daughter growing up with 
three elder brothers. Her 
father worked as a Toll 
Collector on the River Severn.  
She was baptised at the 
medieval Church of St 
Nicholas and lived near that 
Gloucestershire Parish for the 
rest of her life. 

On 21 July 1867, she married 
mariner Edward Wigg (1838–

1875) at St Marks Church, Gloucester and between them they had two 
children, Edward Henry (1871–1953) and Gertrude Dorcas (1875–1926). 

Edward Wigg died in the Littleworth Infirmany, Gloucester on 20 April 1875, 
but interestingly a second daughter, Winifred Wigg (1876–1961) was born 
in October 1876.  No father is shown on her Birth Certificate. 

On 11 April 1881, Maria married James Alfred Hunt (1850–1925), a railway 
porter, at the Cheltenham Register Office.  They had four children, Alfred 
James (1881–1952), Hubert William (1883–1952), Charles Sydney (1886–
1961) and Pauline Beatrice (1888–1973).  The family, now comprising seven 
children, lived together under one roof. 

Maria Louisa Robinson 
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In 2015, I tested at AncestryDNA and in the months following received a 
number of matches; two of which were of particular interest.  Many 
messages were passed back and forth, and we found that we were cousins 
who were related through three of Louisa’s children.  One of them (CB) 
through Edward Henry Wigg (father is Edward Wigg) and the other (HT) 
turned out to be related through Winifred Wigg (father unknown).  I, on the 
other hand am related through Maria’s marriage to James Alfred Hunt. 

Three cousins sharing three different fathers and one great-grandmother! 

The three cousins all migrated to Australia. HT lives with her family in 
Victoria and CB and me in NSW. 

 

It was through CB that I was introduced to her brother DB who, as it 

happened, lived about 1½ hours’ drive away from me in Forster and we saw 

each other regularly - hence my Forster cousin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria L. 
Robinson m. 
Edward Wigg

Edward H. 
Wigg m. Emily 

Fryer

Margaret F. 
Wigg m. JRB

CB & DB

Maria L. 
Robinson + ?

Winifred Wigg 
m. Charles W. 

Higgins

Winifred C. 
Higgins m. CT

HT

Maria L. 
Robinson m. 

James A. Hunt

Alfred J. Hunt 
m. Annabella 

Webb

James A. Hunt 
m. Margaret 
Holdsworth

Kenneth 
J. Hunt

Dedicated to the memory of my 
Forster cousin Derrick William Burns 

(1943-2020) 
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Finding and Using Intestate packets at State 

Records 
Eugenia Rauch 

Ever found the first and last name for someone you’re searching for, and 
not quite sure it’s the right person? It’s exciting to find new pieces of our 
family jigsaw, especially when so many records are available on the internet. 
With many people not having middle names, it’s easy to claim a person as 
your own because they were at the right place at the right time. However, 
it's only when you have several pieces of data that match can you rightly 
claim to have the correct person. To give an example, I’ll use Michael Walsh 
and Jane Mahood from my own research. 

All that I knew about Michael Walsh was that he was the only relative of 
Ellen Clarke (nee Walsh) to come to Australia; he lived on the Macleay in the 
1870s; he married but the couple did not have children; he was not a 
physically strong person and died relatively young; that he was ill and left 
the Macleay, probably for Sydney for treatment, and never returned; that 
Ellen prayed for him during her nightly prayers. That’s it. 

I started by searching the NSW BDM index for marriages of Michael Walsh 
from 1836 (when Ellen Clarke arrived in Australia) to 1891 in the Macleay or 
Clarence Town area where the Clarkes first lived. There were several for 
Sydney, none for the Macleay and one for Clarence Town—Michael Walsh 
and Jane Mahood (NSW BDM 1737/1859). 

Using only the surnames Walsh and Mahood, I searched Births from 1850 
(in case their child was bom before they were married) to 1891 (the year in 
which Ellen Clarke died). I also tried various spellings of these names. No 
births were listed. 

I searched Deaths of Michael Walsh from 1859 to 1891: no records for 
Michael Walsh on the Macleay; five for Michael Walsh in Sydney. I 
purchased a death certificate for Michael Walsh who died on 18th December 
1871—the ten month old son of Michael Walsh and Mary Ann Hanley—a 
sure case of hit and miss!  

A search for the Death of Jane Walsh from 1856 to 1891 was unbelievable! 
Without knowing her parents’ names or her date of death, I found her. 
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Instead of parents, the index showed her father as ‘Unknown Mahood’ and 
mother died Clarence Town’ (NSW BDM 7873/1882). 

When the marriage and death certificates arrived in the mail, I found that 
they were married at Brookfield (close to Clarence Town). One witness was 
Michael Clarke. Getting closer to saying that they were my people. 

Michael’s parents were John Walsh and Margaret O’Brien. On Ellen’s death 
certificate, her father was listed as John Walsh, mother unknown. Searching 
rootsireland.ie and paying for certificate extracts, I found that Michael 
Walsh was born on 5th August 1827, he was baptised at Buttevant in County 
Cork and one of the witnesses was Ellen Walsh. Ellen Walsh married Thomas 
Clarke in Buttevant in 1830. Hmm, still not convinced—Walsh was a popular 
name in that location. 

Jane Mahood arrived in Sydney on the Petrel in 1849 when she was eighteen 
years old and was the only emigrant from Knockbridge, County Cavan on 
the ship. The rootsireland.ie certificate stated that she was bom on 
4th September 1831, and her parents were Edward Mahood and Jane Love. 
I could pretty well say that I had the right Jane Mahood. 

There were government lists that placed them on the Macleay around the 
time I expected. Michael was replaced by Jane Walsh in the lists I viewed for 
the Macleay, then disappeared from those records in the late 1870s. 

Jane’s Death Certificate stated that on 23rd  April 1882, she drowned in a 
water tank in the backyard of the home she rented at Prince Street, Clarence 
Town. The person who gave the details was Alice Walsh. Hmmn, that was 
unexpected—I thought Michael Walsh was Ellen’s only relative to come to 
Australia. When I checked online if there was a probate packet, I found she 
died Intestate. I ordered her Intestate packet from State Records and was 
delighted when a large heavy envelope arrived. 

Thomas Williams, local representative of the Curator of Intestate Estates, 
managed her Estate. He emphasised that Alice Walsh, who gave the details 
on Jane’s death certificate, was ‘in no way related to deceased’. He also 
wrote that Jane had 'a married sister in law living on the Macleay River the 
wife of one Thomas Clark a Farmer, once a sergeant in Her Majesty’s Army’. 
Yes! At last, I knew I had the correct people. 
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Besides the usual lists from a probate or intestate packet (furniture and 
other possessions), there were a few interesting items. Alice was the wife 
of John Walsh who owned Brookfield at the time. Quick to make money 
from the Estate, Alice lodged a claim for £15 for attendance as sick Nurse 
for three weeks, which Thomas Williams deemed most exorbitant, 
considering that first class nurses at Newcastle would not demand more 
than twenty-five shillings per week. He reduced it to £4 10s. Mary Flood also 
put in a claim for £2 for nursing and attendance for four days—an amount 
that Thomas Williams thought unreasonable. Alice stated that Jane Walsh 
had verbally willed all the furniture, bed and bedding to her in the presence 
of Mary Flood. Williams noted that Jane was not in a proper state of mind 
to do this, except at lucid intervals. 

Cornelius Smith, living at Brookfield, informed Williams that he was well 
acquainted with Jane Walsh and all her family as he was born and bred in 
the same place, in the Parish of Knockbridge County Cavan. He knew her 
uncle, George Mahood. 

One of the documents in the Intestate packet is a representation from Ellen 
Clarke of the Macleay, wife of Thomas, an ex-Sergeant. She states that she 
is Michael’s sister and is entitled to part of Jane’s Estate. No document in 
the packet confirms that she received anything. 

This was the final piece of evidence that I needed to link all the pieces 
together confidently enough to say that this was Michael Walsh, Ellen’s 
brother, and that his wife was Jane Mahood. There are no NSW assisted or 
unassisted immigration records that fit the details I have for Michael Walsh. 
There are several entries for Mr Walsh arriving from Melbourne, and it could 
be through this port that he first entered Australia. Although not impossible, 
it is unlikely that Michael was a convict. 

Even though it seems that Michael and Jane don’t have descendants who 
would want to know about them, I believe it was important to research and 
to keep their story alive. It was extremely satisfying to fit the pieces of 
evidence together. 
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Only the Good Die Young 
Margaret Blight  

The phrase ‘only the good die young’, apparently originated in a proverb by 
Greek historian Herodotus in 445 BC, but centuries later featured in the 
lyrics of a Billy Joel song! 

However, perhaps supporting that proverb, there is a grave on Norfolk 
Island for transported convict Thomas Saulsby (or Saulisbury) Wright who 
died in prison there aged 105 years!  

Thomas was a London Banker who was already in his 60s when he was 
sentenced to death for forgery in 1799. Instead of being hanged, he was 
transported for life to New South Wales and pardoned in 1816. 

Then he committed a colonial crime. ‘Tommy the Banker’ aged over 100, 
was caught with forged bank notes in his custody according to The 
Commercial Journal and Advertiser, 9 Nov 1839, p.3.  

He was tried, found guilty and sentenced to be transported to Norfolk Island 
for 14 years. He died in Norfolk Island hospital on 7 February 1843 aged 105. 

An interesting story… but is it true – was he really 105? Would we family 
historians accept the newspaper ‘evidence’ or the information on his 
headstone? Not if we applied the ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ principle. We 
would be checking for further evidence such as his birth/baptism in 
Yorkshire, his UK trial, his age on the indent of Canada in 1801, his reported 
misdemeanors and trial in New South Wales – just for starters.  

 

  

Headstone courtesy of Margaret Blight 

Kingston Cemetery courtesy of Clive Smith 
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BDM Records: With Conviction…beyond 

Reasonable Doubt 
  Laurence and Lorraine Turtle 

It is always best to start family history research with yourself and work 
backwards from there. Collect what records already exist within the family 
and start gathering other information after that. This is where BDM records 
come in, as they should still be the backbone of your tree. They are the 
skeleton upon which you build the full family story. They can be amplified 
by finding other documents, oral history and on-line searches. Other people 
can suggest things, but there is no substitute to doing things yourself and 
verifying the hints you might come across from time to time.  

Commercial sites can be a help. They can be a place to get hints about where 
to research next for information. They can also help make connections with 
other family members to help solve those “brick walls” together. However, 
it is important to remember that trees placed on-line are put there by 
individuals who may, or may not, have verified their family history research. 
Too often people just copy information from other trees and do not check 
whether the information is totally correct. In this way, errors get multiplied 
exponentially as researchers copy from one another. 

To illustrate this, I would like to point to some research I was doing for a 
client recently whose father knew orally some of his family history. He knew 
that his relatives were Catherine and Thomas D’Arcy and they had a 
connection with Nyngan. However, many trees I searched on-line had his 
family intertwined with another family with similar names. Unfortunately, 
there were two Catherine and Thomas D’Arcy families living around the 
same time in NSW! It appears that many researchers had not looked beyond 
indexes or the trees of others to draw up their own trees! One D’Arcy family 
lived mainly around Grafton in Northern New South Wales and the other 
family ended up in the Nyngan area of Western New South Wales. Despite 
this, many on-line trees had the two families mixed together. 

By purchasing even two BDM records, the intertwining of the two trees 
could have been avoided. One could have been the birth of Patrick D’Arcy 
in 1865. This record clearly shows that his mother’s maiden name was Frost 
and not Hourigan as the one in Grafton appears to be. It also shows that his 
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parents had married in Yass and not Grafton. Further to this, his mother’s 
death record at Nyngan shows her other children, with Patrick as the 
informant. It also shows that her spouse was Thomas D’Arcy, that her 
maiden name was Frost and that she was married in Yass. All details fitted 
together, clearly distinguishing it from the family in Grafton: 

Informant .......................... P D’Arcy, son, Nyngan 
Place of Marriage .............. Yass, New South Wales 
Informant .......................... P D’Arcy, son, Nyngan 
Name of Spouse ................ Thomas D’Arcy 
Children of Marriage ......... Patrick 63 years, Thomas 55, Annie 53, Mary 

51, Eva 49, John 48, Florence 46 all living,  
1 male and 2 females deceased 

Now the family has proven a little more complicated than the death record 
would suggest. But with the help of other BDM records, we are gradually 
piecing together the story of the family, including a defacto relationship 
Catherine Frost D’Arcy had with another man when Thomas D’Arcy moved 
to Sydney. 

So, to have the conviction that your research is correct, look at actual BDM 
records and not just rely on indexes or the research of others. In this way 
you can be sure that your research is correct beyond reasonable doubt. 

 

  

Turtle Consolidated Services 

Laurence Turtle is an authorised transcription agent for NSW Births, Deaths & 
Marriages and a qualified genealogist. Lorraine Turtle is a researcher who makes 

regular visits to State Records. Together they offer an economical and personalised 
service for family history research: 

➢ Providing NSW Birth, Death & Marriage transcripts 

➢ Accessing & copying documents held at NSW State Records (probate, deceased, 
estate, divorce, colonial secretary, shipping, immigration, gaol, court, 
employment, crew agreement, insolvency, naturalization &c) 

➢ English certificate service 

➢ SA & Tasmanian BDM records 

Phone: 61 2 4573 1559   Email: lturtle@iprimus.com.au 
Webpage: http://home.iprimus.com/lturtle  
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PMDFHS Previous State Conferences 

 

  

15/16/17 September 1995 

Welcome to  
"The Place of Banishment" 

Set amid the beauty of the 
Hastings Valley, Port Macquarie is the 

jewel of NSW's Mid North 
Coast, offering the ideal setting for this 

year's NSW Association of Family 
History Societies Annual Conference 
which also coincides with the tenth 
anniversary of the Hastings Valley 

Family History Group your hosts for 
this weekend. 

11/12/13 September 2015 

Journey of Discovery 
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Thank you Sponsors 

The 2021 Family History Conference is supported by generous sponsors 
who have made very significant contributions through financial and other 

support.  We couldn’t have done it without you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Supporters 

We are grateful all of you for donating prizes for our Raffle 

  Ancestry NSW Family History Transcriptions  

  MyHeritage  Joy Murrin Family History Service   

 Anchor Books  Dr Penny Walters  

 Momento  Traces Magazine  

 Record My Past NSW State Archives & Records
Society of Australian Genealogists National Archives Australia 

 Talking Family History Gould Genealogy  

Turtle Consolidated Services 

 

And thank YOU for registering for the Conference 

and for buying raffle tickets   
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Looking Forward …. Looking Back 

What a year (or two) it has been! When we were planning the 2021 Family 
History Conference, it looked promising that we could host an in-person 
conference. Then came the roller coaster ride of yes – no – maybe - until we 
just had to make the decision to hold a virtual conference, but to encourage 
societies to broadcast their own mini event to at least have some of the 
atmosphere of a conventionial conference. We were thrilled that 14 

societies decided to participate. The best laid plans of mice and men…..      

So – our big lesson from all of this has been “Don’t panic. Pivot”. 

We have had such generous assistance from our financial sponsors and 
encouraging supporters who provided prizes for our Fantastic Family 
History Raffle. We are also grateful to our enthusiastic speakers. And to you 
– 349 of you who registered for a virtual conference and who bought an 
amazing number of raffle tickets. Our family history community is such a 
positive and supportive one. We sincerely thank each and every one of you.    

A positive aspect of lockdown is that it has given us more time to research, 
to read, to write, to bake bread, to learn how to Zoom, to treasure our one 
walk a day, to watch webinars and to appreciate that the best things come 
from having the time and the space to think and be creative.   

We hope you enjoy this souvenir Journal which has been designed and 
produced by Conference Committee members Margaret and Trysha. 

Stay safe. Be creative. Have fun. Be kind. Be thankful. 

2021 Conference Committee 

Clive Smith - Jennifer Mullin Convenor - Margaret Blight 
Sue Brindley - Trysha Hanly 

2021 

2022 
 



Getting started on your  
family tree is easy

Ancestry is the world’s largest online family history resource.  
The site is packed with historical records, photos, stories, family trees  
and a collaborative community of millions.

A few easy steps to get started: 
 • See what information you can gather from older relatives 

 • Start your family tree online at Ancestry.com.au  
– it’s easy simply enter what you know 

 • Search Ancestry’s historic records for your  
ancestors and watch your tree grow 

 • Share your tree with family members  
and ask them to help fill in the blanks

Get started now at ancestry.com.au

AN299-1_210x148_Getting Started_AD.indd   1 2/03/2015   3:07 pm


