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Info Email 190. 
Society Monthly News for August 2026 

The first weekend of August and National Family History Month. 
 

Our next general meeting will be held at CC Mac Adams Centre this coming Saturday 8th  

August, commencing at 1.15pm. Rooms open 12.30pm. Our AGM will occur on 8th August as well. We have 
an amendment to the Constitution that has been sent to members by our secretary. Financial members will be 
able to vote at the AGM. 
Please email Diane at president.pmdfhs@gmail.com or call or text 0416 311 680. Bookings are encouraged. 
   
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81715990721?pwd=V4eQiLQXQ0KgQcZN2al0kBRBqt8Ymg.1 
 

Meeting ID: 817 1599 0721                                                   Passcode: 415736 
** My apologies for the shortcomings with Zoom at the last meeting. It has proven to be more complicated than I was anticipating 
and in the middle of proceedings it was impossible to rectify the situation. 
 

Membership to PMDFHS was due on 30 June. Thank you to the members who have renewed and 

welcome back to another year of exciting family history activities with PMDFHS. If you haven’t renewed 
your membership yet, this will be the last infoemail you receive this year. If you are not joining us for 2026-
2027, we wish you every success with your family history research in the future. Please advise Secretary by 
email secretary.pmdfhs@gmail.com or calling 0475 132 804. 
 
 

Members’ Support Groups  
There has been a lack of interest in Research Support group on the Wednesday after the general meeting 
over the past few months, so we have decided to cancel this group till after conference.  
Bookings for all groups assist with room setup & catering. If numbers are insufficient, we may cancel the 
booking so please let us know if you are coming to the other support groups i.e. Ancestry, FamilySearch etc. 
There is a cost to hire the rooms for these groups, and we ask members for $2 towards the hire cost (whether 
you have afternoon tea or not).  
 

Group Venue Date & Time Notes 
Writers’ Group Library Meeting Room Mon 3 Aug 1pm – 3pm Topic – own choice 

Ancestry/FTM Library Meeting Room Mon 10 Aug 1pm – 3pm  

Convicts Library Meeting Room Mon 17 Aug 1pm - 3pm  
DNA Library Meeting Room Mon 24 Aug 1pm-3pm  

After our AGM we are looking to refresh these groups – some may change or disappear, and new ones will 
be trialled in their place. If you have a suggestion for a group or would like to lead a group please come and 
speak with us – e.g. Irish group, Scottish group, Colonial Australia. 

Footsteps The August issue of Footsteps is currently with the printer. We anticipate it 

being available at our next meeting. The theme for the November issue is ‘Migration and Shipping’ 
and our editor, Leonie would like articles on this topic by 15 October 2026 please.  
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National Family History Month 

We will be celebrating in a different way this 
year. We are conducting an ‘Open Day’ in the 
Port Macquarie Library on Saturday 22 August 
from 10am – 2pm where we encourage members 
and the public to come in and meet us. If you 
would like to sample what our Society can offer you, mark the date in your diary and come along and say 
hello.  
Botany Bay FHS are also offering many activities – check their offerings on Facebook. 
 

Conference preparations 
The link to the Conference page is https://www.portmacconference2026.com. 
Our Facebook group link is https://www.facebook.com/groups/1772424553400753. 
 

The writing competition for the conference opened for entries on 1 July and will close on 31st August 2026. 
Details are on the Conference website, where you may view the terms and conditions as well as entry fees and 
the number of entries you may submit. The writing competition is a first for Annual Conference. The topic is: 
Place & Belonging: The significance of a particular place—town, property, or region—and its connection to 
your family identity.  
More details from Secretary or Wendy Haynes. This writing competition is open to any interested person, so 
if you know of a budding writer, please mention it to them. 
 

 

Our next social gathering will be a visit to Players Theatre to see the production of ‘Come 
From Away’ on Sunday, 25 October at 1.15pm. where we will meet in the Gould Room prior 
to the show. The show is based on true events that occurred after 9/11. 
 

We have decided to return to Noshtalgia for our Christmas celebration dinner on 
Friday 11 December. Pricing will be announced at our next meeting. Look for the list 
where you may add your name.
  

 

Copy of May 2025 No. 175 Footsteps required: If you have a copy that you no longer 
need, may I have it please, Jennifer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The PMDFHS Committee ‘like’ us on Facebook! 
Members email contact: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au Check our website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Info Email prepared by Diane Gillespie & Jennifer Mullin on behalf of the PMDFHS to keep members informed of upcoming 
events. 
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Remember to stay safe and keep well 


