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NATIONAL FAMILY HISTORY MONTH — FREE
BEGINNING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY
Topics: How to begin your family history
Basic sources and where to find them
Three opportunities to attend this seminar from 10am to 12.30pm:
— Includes tea break and question time —
Wednesday 23 August
Wednesday 30 August
Friday 1 September

—
—
—

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library
Laurieton Library
Wauchope Library

Bookings essential on 0475 132 804 or to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
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NEW MEMBERS
Jennifer Mullin
Brian Barry – Port Macquarie
Carmel Daniels – Port Macquarie
Georgie Gratton – Port Macquarie
Fred Hynes – Port Macquarie
Heather Sheers – Port Macquarie

Bob Craig – Crows Nest NSW
Robyn Denley – Port Macquarie
Shane Hutton – Port Macquarie
Amanda Muscio – Elands
Diane Solomon Westerhuis – North Haven

MEMBER SUPPORT GROUPS
Members’ only support groups are held at the Port Macquarie-Hastings Library. The cost is $3
per person to cover the room hire, and a cuppa is available. Bring your laptop if you have one,
but it is not essential.
RootsMagic
Wednesday 30 August and 25 October, from 1:15pm to 3:15pm in the Library meeting room.
Mastering Ancestry
Wednesday 27 September and 22 November, from 1pm to 3pm in the Library meeting room.
DNA
Monday 28 August, 25 September, 23 October and 27 November, from 1pm to 3pm in the
Library meeting room. No need to complete a DNA test before attending this group.
Family Search
Thursday 17 August, 21 September, 26 October and 16 November, from 1pm to 3pm in the
Technology Room of the Library.

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
Venue for General Meetings: CC Mac Adams Music Centre, Port Macquarie
Thursday
Committee Meetings
10.00am – 1.00pm
Meeting Room Library
31 August
5 October
2 November
30 November

Footsteps

Saturday
Wednesday
Monthly Meetings
Research Support Group
1.30 – 3.30pm
1.00pm – 3.00pm
CC Mac Adams Music Centre Technology Room Library
12 August + AGM
9 September
14 October
11 November
9 December
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PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS’ WORTH
Diane Gillespie
As I sit in the warming winter sun I am reflecting on our Society’s achievements over the
past year.
We finished the 2016 AGM without a Secretary and a ninth committee member, but I am very
fortunate that Jennifer Mullin, who was already on the committee, stepped into the breach and
filled the position of Secretary at our first committee meeting. Thank you, Jennifer. You do a
wonderful job and have made this position your own. You have made my job a lot more
manageable. It is due to the professionalism and dedication of the entire committee that our
progress as a society has been so beneficial this year.
Our Vice President, Rex Toomey, has always been available for guidance and his computer
knowledge is second to none. Rex engages our guest speakers and has been involved with
many other projects, not least our upcoming publication about the Pool Tiles that he and his
wife, Yvonne, have worked on for the past 5 years. This project is reaching its conclusion as
Shirley Aitchison our editor, has stepped in to finalise the editing.
Our Treasurer, Clive Smith, has been able to keep the books in fine order and we have
maintained a good financial position for the year. Not only is he our Treasurer, he is President
of Port Macquarie Historical Society and has been able to indulge his love of opera this year.
Shirley Aitchison, Margaret Blight, Sue Brindley and Pauline Every are other members of the
hard-working committee. They undertake the bulk of the responsibilities from editing our
award-winning journal ‘Footsteps’, organising social activities, rosters, reviewing journals and
publicity, and sustaining our website. It is these ‘unsung heroes’ that members depend upon to
further promote PMDFHS in the public arena.
We have been a committee of eight this year but can hope that someone will step forward to
complete the committee at the upcoming Annual General Meeting.
I must not forget the members who freely devote part of their busy month volunteering in the
Port Macquarie Library. These members are a fount of information. They gladly assist all who
come to the Library with research questions, which at times, can prove to be quite ‘curly’. To
these people I offer my gratitude.
There are many others who step in to do little tasks such as the catering at meetings and doing
research; too many to list here but thanks to you all.
What have we done this year? We have had many interesting guest speakers who regaled us
about Irish Orphans, the Parramatta Female Factory, Land Records, Furnishing Ancestors’
homes, local photographic collections and Saumarez House. We have also undertaken a few
excursions — locally to the Innes Ruins and Coffs Harbour for seminars, and the pinnacle of
our year was to State Records in Sydney. I am sure the members who took advantage of these
excursions increased their knowledge of records, people and places as well as developing
friendships with like-minded others within the Society.
Footsteps
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Accessibility to our resources has improved with members now able to borrow from our
collection of books through the Port Macquarie Library loan system on production of their
current membership card and library card. We have updated our Society shirts changing the
colour from yellow to blue and the style from a polo shirt to a tailored shirt.
What does the future hold? We have recently learnt that microfilm and microfiche, from the
LDS (Latter-day Saints) library, will not be available from the end of August as they move
their collection to digital format. There is more about this development elsewhere in
this journal.
The Lands Title of NSW is no longer a government entity, which may mean an increase in the
costs to family historians while reducing the accessibility.
The NSW & ACT Annual Conference rapidly approaches and a small band of enthusiasts will
venture over the mountains to Orange in September. I hope it has warmed up by the then.
As I conclude my first year as President may I thank you one and all for the privilege of leading
such a dynamic, friendly group of enthusiasts who are collectively known as PMDFHS.

WOMEN’S BUSINESS – MIDWIVES OF THE MID NORTH COAST OF NSW
Diane Gillespie
Over thirty years of dedicated research has culminated
in Noeline Kyle’s latest publication: ‘Women’s
Business – Midwives of the Mid North Coast of NSW’.
Information on female ancestors can sometimes prove
hard to obtain, but Noeline has managed to encapsulate
this research into a readable publication.
This publication delves into the midwifery practices of
women who established and managed private hospitals
and delivered babies in the Port Macquarie, Kempsey
and Armidale regions, and the surrounding towns and
villages from the 1880’s to the 1950’s. After the 1950s,
many of these small hospitals closed as they were
absorbed into the public health system of NSW.
Noeline interviewed many family members of these
women, sought information from archives, and
investigated birth records. There are fascinating potted
biographies included in this publication.
This publication would be of great benefit to libraries, museums and especially to family
historians researching their family in the Mid North Coast and Armidale regions of NSW.
Footsteps
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WHY SHOULD YOU WRITE YOUR FAMILY STORY?
By Yvonne Toomey
With the rush and bustle of today’s society, there seems to be very
little time for many people to sit down to take a few moments to tell
stories about times-gone-by. The younger generation doesn’t seem
to have the interest of reminiscing or asking questions about the
‘olden days’ until it becomes too late.
Recollections of someone’s life are priceless information. Each
person on your family tree is part of a story, and these stories should
be recorded in some form or another. Writing the stories helps to
preserve the vital information for more generations. The stories are a
piece of history that makes each one of us unique. As we all get older
our memory begins to fade and so does the history, and once we are
gone so are the stories, which become lost and gone forever.
Doing family history is not just about gathering names, dates and places, or how far back you
can trace your ancestors, it is about the stories which breathe life into an otherwise mundane
family tree. Anyone can write a story, even if you think you can’t. Look back at your school
years, and recall the stories you wrote in composition and English essays. For some, this
expanded into projects and theses as we continued our education at TAFE or University. At
the time, you may have thought these activities were a waste of time, but the seed for writing
had already been planted and now in later years, that seed needs to be germinated to grow
into a beautiful story.
If you think there is no way you can write a story, then just sit back
and think — how would you start? Write down a check list of what,
where, why and when. It doesn’t have to be a 50-page novel but just a
paragraph or maybe a page of something that happened in a person’s
life. Sometimes a short humorous paragraph will indicate what that
person was like. Check the writing styles of other authors and don’t
forget, other family historians are also willing to help you write your
story.
Once you have mastered the technique of putting an interesting tale together, it could be
included in the ‘Footsteps’ Journal. Having your story out there in the public eye can also help
you make connections to other family members or relations you never thought existed.

‘QUOTE’

‘This packrat has learned that what the next generation will value most, is not what we owned,
but the evidence of who we were and the tales of how we loved. In the end, it’s the family
stories that are worth the storage.’ — Ellen Goodman, The Boston Globe
Source: http://www.familytreequotes.com
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FROM THE EDITOR
Shirley Aitchison
This edition of Footsteps includes stories from members who have gained some insights into
their ancestors through DNA. The journal also includes news items relevant to your family
research and the use of photographic editing programs. Now is a great time to put your pen to
paper or fingers to keyboard and start writing for the next Footsteps journal.
Dr Noeline Kyle, Historian and Author of the recently launched book—Women’s Business:
Midwives on the Mid North Coast has kindly suggested some topics for your story writing:
•
•
•
•

A shady character in your family history
He/she changed their name. Why?
I was told this story? Is/was it really true? Does it matter?
Destitution, poverty, bankruptcy in your family

Please send your contribution(s) to the editor by Friday 22 September 2017 at:
editor@pmdfhs.org.au with ‘Footsteps Article’ in the subject line. The editor will confirm
receipt of your article.
Photos and illustrations are important and generally enhance a story. Please attach photos
separately as JPGs and indicate the preferred position for them in the article. Articles should
be limited to 1500–1550 words with up to four photos, or up to 1800 words without photos.
Articles submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the author or
contributor submitting the articles. Where the writing is not the work of the author, permission
must be sought from the original author and the source of the work must be indicated in the
article when it is submitted.
Views expressed by authors and contributors to this journal are not necessarily those of the
Society. All articles and items in this journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise
indicated. No portion of this journal may be reproduced without written permission of the
Society.
Members whose articles are published in Footsteps, will have their names included in a draw
in May the following year. The person whose name is drawn will receive a one year’s
PMDFHS subscription.

LIBRARY CORNER...WITH JEFF
Jeff Stonehouse
Many people have used the Latter-Day Saints (LDS) microfilm service to have microfilms
delivered to Port Macquarie Library. We have been notified that the LDS are discontinuing
this service and microfilms can no longer be ordered. They say that most of the more popular
microfilms are available digitally through their website and that all will be digitised by
2020—watch this space.
You may know that the library subscribes to Family Tree Magazine, but did you know that we
now subscribe to Who Do You Think You Are? It is proving popular, so you will need to reserve
it. We now have about four issues. Always great reading when tracing your UK ancestors.
Footsteps
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THE DINA DIARY – NO. 4
Using Genetics for Genealogy

Ken Hunt
DNA testers often have a love/hate relationship with each other. We love it when we can
communicate with our matches and hate it when they don’t answer our messages. Why, we
ask ourselves, would someone take a DNA test and not want to correspond with their cousins?
I suppose the answer is manifold, the first probably being the number of matches we have.
When we test with the major companies we find that we can have many thousands of people
matching our DNA.

FamilyTreeDNA match list

282 pages of matches
on AncestryDNA

You can see from the
screen shots, I have almost
1600
matches
with
FamilyTreeDNA and 282
pages, about 14 000 with
AncestryDNA.

If I received correspondence from only 10% of these numbers
inquiring about where we match (160 and 1400) I would be
overwhelmed and probably not answer many of them. A second
reason is that AncestryDNA in particular is heavily advertising its
test aimed at those who want to find their ethnic mix. This
demographic may not be interested in genealogy, and therefore,
not answer for that reason.
A third reason is that some may not read the messages sent to them, may not have an account,
or may not log on regularly or understand DNA enough to be comfortable answering the
questions posed in a message. Many of the emails I receive, and some that I send require the
recipient to do something, such as find a common ancestor, send a copy of a family tree, or
provide a list of names. Most of us simply cannot fit in the time to answer the questions. Others
send emails with very little information ‘we are a match, do you know who?’ is very common.
But the upside is those that do correspond with us and the joy of working together (sometimes
three or four of us) to locate that elusive grandparent. Even working on our own knowing that
we have someone we can write to or phone who is sympathetic to our search. I would like to
give a big thanks to all those who have written back to me and helped find a common ancestor,
branches of our trees that until the advent of DNA testing, we didn’t know that we had.
These words attributed to King Richard III by William Shakespeare condemn him as a
villainous child killer and fratricide. But
The Maternal Haplogroup of King Richard III
portraying him as evil was a political
necessity for the Bard, playing as he did
‘And thus I clothe my naked villainy
before a royal Tudor audience descended
With odd old ends stol'n out of holy writ;
from the victor of Bosworth Field, who
And seem a saint, when most I play the devil.’
was Henry VII.
Footsteps
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History, it seems, is not as unkind to the Plantagenet king. There is no evidence that connects
him to the death of his elder brother or to the two Princes in the Tower of London, indeed
records show him as a loyal subject of Edward IV. There is also reason to believe that Richard
had a stronger claim on the English throne than Henry Tudor. But, hey, let’s not allow the truth
to get in the way of a good story.
In September 2012, scientists from the University of Leicester discovered the skeleton of
Richard under a carpark in that city. Work had been done to trace maternal descendants of
Richard’s sister and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) was obtained from them. When tested,
Richard’s mtDNA was found to be identical and this formed part of the evidence that the
skeleton was indeed that of the King. The mtDNA is formed outside the cell’s nucleus and is
passed down only by a mother to her children both male and female. Over time the DNA
mutates, forming distinct groups known as haplogroups determined by a letter H, V, J, T, K.
This allows scientists to construct a
‘family tree’ of these haplogroups
called a phylogenetic tree. Richard’s
mitochondrial haplogroup was shown
to be J of which currently there are
known to be 234 subgroups. Scientists
estimate that about 9% of Europe’s
population and 13% of the Near East
have this haplogroup. Further testing
Haplogroup J and some of the sub-groups
shows Richard’s sub-group as J1c2c3
which is believed to be shared by about 300 people worldwide of which only nine have been
identified through testing. Of this number, only two have been proved to have lineage to Anne
of York and they are living in Canada and New Zealand.1
So, are you one of the very few who are related to the Plantagenet King? Only by testing your
mtDNA will you know.
WHAT WE DO AT THE DNA SUPPORT GROUP

The DNA Support Group meets each month for two hours to discuss the intricacies of DNA
tests and how we can use it to advance our genealogical research. A large part of what we do
is to exchange ideas and success stories of brick walls knocked down and new branches found.
Because the science and concepts behind genetic genealogy are changing so rapidly, it is
also a forum for keeping up to date on what is happening around the world and how it affects
our research.
At times we even delve into distant history, reviewing our ethnicity or the percentage of
Neanderthal, Denisovan or other hominin in our genes.
We are in our second year, expanding from a one hour session when we first began in February
2016, to now spending two hours discussing various issues — all fuelled with coffee
and biscuits.
________________________________________

1 Logan, Ian S. and Brinkman, David N. (2017) King Richard III and his mitochondrial DNA haplogroup J1c2c3. Journal of
Genealogy and Family History. 1(1). http://dx.doi.org/10.24240/23992964.2017.030102
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WAS HANNAH A RYAN OR A BLACKMAN?
Jennifer Mullin
My DNA story concerns my husband’s maternal great-grandmother — Hannah Blackman or
Lavinia Blackman or (as was more usual) Hannah Ryan (1855–1941), who married Michael
Burns McMahon in September 1878 at the Church of Rome in Tempe, NSW. 1
Hannah was the fourth child in a family of seven to Charles Edward Blackman (1824–1914)
and Hannah Barnes (1831–1924). The Blackmans lived in the Bathurst district, part of a large
wealthy family from Kent, although Charles was born in NSW. His mother was the daughter
of ex-convicts. Part of the family also moved into the Mudgee area where there is a large family
crypt in the Mudgee Memorial Park Cemetery. They are credited with settling and establishing
Mudgee. One of this family group was said to travel with Oxley and have Blackman’s Point,
near Port Macquarie, named after him. I cannot find evidence to support this story.
Hannah Barnes’ parents were both ex-convicts who became a Gaoler and a Publican
respectively in Bathurst.
Charles and Hannah (Barnes) must have had an interesting marriage, because on both their
second marriages in Beechworth, Victoria (yes, both AND both in 1870) they declared
themselves as bachelor and spinster.
Hannah Blackman’s second marriage was to Thomas Ryan in Beechworth, Victoria in 1870. 2
Her three children to Thomas were born in Beechworth in 18653, 18684 and 18705. Hannah
married in her maiden name – Barnes.
Her third marriage was to Henry John Lamond in 1911 in Redfern NSW6. So, do I have the
correct information for Hannah Barnes? Yes, thanks to the elaborate newspaper notices of her
funeral by four children from her marriage to Charles Edward Blackman and two children from
her marriage to Thomas Ryan7. On the other hand, Charles Edward Blackman’s death
certificate8 only notes the children from his second marriage. Hannah, their daughter, was born
in Bathurst in December 1855. I cannot find birth or Baptism records for her. She is recorded
as either Hannah or Lavinia in the on-line trees.
All through her life Hannah identified as Ryan. Her marriage certificate9 records her name as
Hannah Ryan and her death certificate records Thomas Ryan as her father 10. Her husband’s
death certificate11 records her name as Hannah Ryan. Her son, Edward Cecil’s death certificate
12
(my husband’s Grandfather) in 1968 records his mother as Hannah Ryan.
So, what had to be solved with DNA?
________________________________________

1 BDM Reg No: 1878/1670
2 Vic BDM Reg No: 1870/3054
3 Vic BDM Reg No: 1865/13480
4 Vic BDM Reg No: 1868/21326
5 Vic BDM Reg No: 1870/14278
6 NSW BDM Reg No: 1911/7356
7 Trove: SMH Nov 3, 1924
8 NSW BDM Reg No: 1914/1288
9 NSW BDM Reg No: 1878/1670
10 NSW BDM Reg No: 1941/1698
11 NSW BDM Reg No: 1930/13751
12 NSW BDM Reg No: 1968/30578
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When I started researching the family I was advised by on-line researchers that Hannah was in
fact Thomas Ryan’s daughter — they had researched it and that was the correct conclusion. I
must admit that as I researched the family I too should have come to the same conclusion. But,
I would like to believe that the fourth child in a marriage of seven children was actually the
daughter of the husband!
Knowing very little of DNA, but always on the lookout for a bargain, I purchased two Ancestry
kits before Christmas 2016 for my brother and my sister in law. However, she lives in Sydney
and I needed to post my brother’s kit so I asked my husband to ‘spit’.
After months of waiting, it appears many others could not resist a bargain — we have the
results. My husband is in a Blackman ‘circle’ — in fact four circles. Hannah Barnes five
members; Charles Edward Blackman five members; James Blackman (4x great-grandfather)
31 members; and his wife, Elizabeth Harley (4x great-grandmother) 31 members.
I think that proves that Hannah was a Blackman! So, the paper trail says one thing, but DNA
has proven another scenario. Hannah would have lived with her mother and Thomas Ryan
from at least the age of 10 when her step-brother was born. It is logical that Thomas Ryan was
a mentor to Hannah and she identified with him more than with her biological father.
Family Historians must follow the first rule of research — check your sources — but we are
now finding that our family’s ‘little white lies’ or hidden truths can be disproved through DNA
as it has been in my husband’s family tree.

CASE OF THE UNKNOWN GRANDFATHER
Pauline Every
Who was my grandfather? My father did not know as he had been raised by his grandmother,
and his mother would never say. The only time I opened the subject with my petite 5′2″
grandmother; an artic freeze entered the room and steely blue eyes cut through me like a blade.
I never asked that question again.
When my father passed away in 1990 I ordered his full birth certificate, previously I only had
an extract. When it arrived I was so disappointed when I found it had a blank space where my
grandfather’s name should have been. I rang the NSW BDMs office and explained the
situation, (I thought perhaps it was a privacy issue, by then my grandmother had also passed)
a staff member double checked for me and said they were sorry but it was a blank space. There
was no one alive who would know by then, so the question remained unanswered. Years passed
until DNA testing became available to family researchers, and I thought this might break down
my brick wall. Testing was made more difficult for me because I did not have a male relative
to give a sample but I was prepared to take a gamble. Had ‘grandfather’ fathered
other children?
In 2015 I did my first test with FamilyTreeDNA. The results were interesting but so far have
only produced 3rd to 4th cousins, mostly on my mother’s side with no direct link so far. Results
Footsteps
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confirmed my own research, 86% British Isles, 10% European and the rest ‘trace results’.
Cousins that I am in contact with, a 1st cousin once removed on my mother’s side and a 2nd
cousin on my father’s side had recently done their DNA tests with Ancestry, so I decided to
do another test as Ancestry currently do have a larger data base of results.
The results from Ancestry arrived after a few
weeks and my 1st and 2nd cousins are there as
my closest relatives at this stage. There are
many more names, none of which I know and
they show as being 3rd or 4th cousins. There is
a facility that I can use to cross check to see
which side of the family they are on which is
a help. Ethnicity results show 75% Great
Britain, 14% Irish, the rest European and
‘trace results’.
It would help if people would include their
family trees online when they take these tests
so others can check names being researched.
It is surprising how many people have not added this important research information.
Another avenue I use is Facebook. One page I have joined is for people researching in Cavan
Ireland. Members can ask questions about their research in that area and other members
contribute help or advice. This group has created a data base for members to give the names
they are researching in Cavan and, if they have done a DNA test, record who the test is with
and their result number. This gives other members the opportunity to then compare their results
with yours to see if there is a connection, helpful if you are researching the same surname.
I have also joined a Surname Group. Most members are in the USA and many have traced their
branches back to the counties of South West England where my father’s ancestors came from.
They also have started a DNA results list so others can compare results.
Joining our society’s Members DNA Support Group has certainly helped me learn about this
new research tool. Our coordinator Ken Hunt has a lot of knowledge in this area and with his
help, members discuss their DNA results and Ken suggests ideas on what steps to take next.
Each month I learn something new and there is more information available each week, whether
it is new publications, websites, bloggers or Facebook.
I now know what I’m looking for in the maze of information results from my DNA tests to
work out who my grandfather was. I check regularly on my DNA sites for the latest matches,
and hope soon I can say ‘Case Solved’.
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USING DNA TO FIND MY FORSTER COUSIN
Ken Hunt
Great-grandmother Maria Louisa Robinson was an interesting woman who produced three
distinct lines of descendants each with a different paternity.
Maria was born on 26 November 1842 in Gloucester, the capital city
of Gloucestershire, England to 49 year old Joseph and 41 year old
Elizabeth Jewsbury. She was the youngest and only daughter growing
up with three elder brothers. Her father worked as a Toll Collector on
the River Severn. She was baptised at the medieval Church of St
Nicholas and lived near that Gloucestershire Parish for the rest of
her life.

Maria Louisa Robinson

On 21 July 1867, she married mariner Edward Wigg (1838–1875) at
St Marks Church, Gloucester and between them they had 2 children,
Edward Henry (1871–1953) and Gertrude Dorcas (1875–1926).

Edward Wigg died in the April/June quarter of 1875, but interestingly a second daughter,
Winifred Wigg (1876–1961) was born in October 1876. No father is shown on her
birth certificate.
On 11 April 1881, Maria married James Alfred Hunt (1850–1925), a railway porter, at the
Cheltenham Register Office. They had four children, Alfred James (1881–1952), Hubert
William (1883–1952), Charles Sydney (1886–1961) and Pauline Beatrice (1888–1973). The
family, now comprising 7 children, lived together under one roof.
In 2015, I tested at AncestryDNA and in the months following received a number of matches;
two of which were of particular interest. Many messages were passed back and forth and we
found that we were cousins who were related through three of Louisa’s children. One of them
(CB) through Edward Henry Wigg (father is Edward Wigg) and the other (HT) turned out to
be related through Winifred Wigg (father unknown). I, on the other hand am related through
Maria’s marriage to James Alfred Hunt. Three cousins sharing three different fathers and one
Great-grandmother!
Maria L.
Robinson m.
Edward Wigg

Maria L.
Robinson + ?

Maria L.
Robinson m.
James A. Hunt

Edward H.
Wigg m. Emily
Fryer

Winifred Wigg
m. Charles W.
Higgins

Alfred J. Hunt
m. Annabella
Webb

Margaret F.
Wigg m. JRB

Winifred C.
Higgins m. CT

James A. Hunt
m. Margaret
Holdsworth

CB & DB

HT

Kenneth
J. Hunt

The three cousins all migrated to Australia. HT lives with her family in Victoria and CB and
me in NSW. It was through CB that I was introduced to her brother DB who, as it happens
lives about 1½ hours’ drive away from me in Forster and we see each other regularly — hence
my Forster cousin.
Footsteps
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KEEPING MY TREE CLEAN – NO. 4
Brian Panisset
When we are maintaining the information in our genealogy software, there will be times when
we recognise that there is some work we need to do, but we can’t find the time to do it now,
or perhaps we do not have the information available to us where we are at the time.
Murphy's Law dictates that we will forget about it unless we write it down somewhere, and
another version of Murphy's Law says that we are likely to lose the piece of paper on which
we wrote our reminder — and even if we don't, what is going to remind us to look for it and
read it?
The genealogy software we use lets us create such a list. As we recognise a job we need to do,
but cannot do right now, we can add it to a TO DO list that the software keeps. We can set
priorities for each job on the list, and can show that a job has been started, is complete, or is
not needed any more, because we have sorted the problem in another way. We can look at the
list on the screen, or we can print a report. The only trap is – do we remember to look at
the list?

SOURCES OR SAUCES
Diane Gillespie
As family historians, we should recognise the need for accuracy in our family trees — after all
genealogy, without accurate sources, is mythology!
My 2x great-grandfather, Simeon
Hudson provided me with the
opportunity to explore different sources
to record his story. He was born in
England at Lynn Regis, now known as
King’s Lynn1, in Norfolk, and this can
be verified by baptismal records. It is on
his convict indent and it was noted on
his marriage certificate.
The ready accessibility of the internet
has brought research to our laptops and
having piqued my interest in what was
available I compiled the following:
‘Transportation for a period of seven years!’ It was typical of the sentences decreed by the
judge as the procession of thieves, pick-pockets and other petty criminals were paraded through
Judge Baron Gurney’s court. Simeon Hudson hung his head as he was led back to the cells in
Newgate Prison. This appearance before Mr Baron Gurney on 6th September 1834 was not the
________________________________________

1 Google Maps: https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/King's+Lynn+UK
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first time Simeon had confronted authorities2. His downward spiral to a life of crime was
highlighted in 1830 when his career in the marines had come to an abrupt halt.
After at least three reportable disciplinary incidents throughout 1830, Simeon Hudson, Able
Seaman, was ‘drummed out’ of the Marines that he had joined in 1826 at 18 years of age 3. This
enlistment would have at least ensured him a trade and a small but reliable income.
Simeon had begun life, born to a single mother, Mary Hudson in Lynn, Norfolk in 1808 and
was baptised on 23 May that same year4. Being born to a single parent in 1808 would not have
led to an easy childhood, and Simeon and his mother possibly spent time in and out of
workhouses or orphanages depending upon availability of employment in Norfolk, England.
The trial before Mr Baron Gurney
proceeded swiftly with Simeon’s
accuser, Thomas Birch travelling ‘all the
way from Hambro’5 to prosecute
Simeon. He had stolen not only from
Thomas but others on the ship
Snaresbrook. Simeon was apprehended
in Whitechapel, London by James
Thompson, a policeman. He was
wearing clothing that had been stolen but
had sold some of the stolen goods to two
Jewesses6.

After his trial, Simeon Hudson was returned to
Newgate prison, adjoining the Old Bailey. He was
transferred to the Hulk Fortitude, moored in the
Thames, on 29 October, 18347.
By 1834 conditions on the Hulks had improved.
Mortality rates from gaol fevers, which spread
rapidly, on the Hulks and in gaols were around 30%
between 1776 (when prisoners were no longer being
sent to the American Colonies) and 1795. Healthy
prisoners were not segregated from ill prisoners but
English prison reformers such as John Howard,
Elizabeth Fry and others had achieved improved
________________________________________

2 Old Bailey Proceedings Online (www.oldbaileyonline.org, version 7.2, 14 June 2017), October 1834, trial of SIMEON
HUDSON (t18341016–112).
3National Archives of UK; Kew, Surrey, England; Courts Martial Registers; Series ADM 194; Piece Number: 42
4 Baptismal record for Simeon Hudson Transcript: St Margaret, Lynn, Norfolk England; FHL Film No. 1471534, Ref ID: Item 17
p. 178
5 Old Bailey Proceedings, October 1834, Simeon Hudson (t18341016–112).
6 Old Bailey Proceedings, October 1834, Simeon Hudson (t18341016–112).
7 Home Office: Convict Transportation Registers – Other Fleets & Ships 1791–1868 Accessed Through Ancestry.com
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conditions for convicts including more attention to ventilation, hygiene and rationing, but it
was still an unhealthy place full of misery8.
Simeon spent the next ten months on the Fortitude until August 1835 when he was transported
on the Layton (2) to Van Diemen’s Land at the other end of the world 9. According to the
general remarks of the Surgeon Superintendent, 80 male convicts from the Fortitude10 located
at Chatham, were boarded on 21 August 1835. Men from other hulks and twenty boys, making
a total of 270 prisoners were also loaded11.
The Layton (2) left Sheerness on 29 August 1835 bound for Van Diemen’s Land. Simeon did
not appear on the sick list/surgeon’s list, avoiding the usual diseases that affected many
convicts on their voyage to the Colonies. Conditions below decks were cramped and foreign
to many of Simeon’s companions but he did what he could to maintain the peace. The Layton
(2) finally arrived at Hobart in early December 1835.
On 18 December, the Hobart Town Courier, was pleased to announce the arrival of the
following passengers — Doctor Birnie, Captain Kelsall, Mr and Mrs Howe, Doctor Wilkinson,
13th Foot, Lieut. Anderson, 30 Rank and file, 9 women and 9 children. There was no mention
of the 267 convicts12.
At the time of his arrival Simeon was 28 years of age. He had a swarthy complexion, with a
large head, dark brown hair, whiskers and eyebrows. He had a large visage with a high
forehead. His eyes were dark hazel. A medium long nose and wide mouth. His chin was large.
He was tall for a convict at 5′9¾″ and ‘stout made’ (built).

Name of ship & date of arrival

Colonial ‘crimes’/ rule breaking
& punishments

Crime, Gaol report

Initials of sentencing magistrate

Marital status, Surgeon’s report

Date of Certificate of Freedom

________________________________________

8 www.newworldencyclopedia.org/JohnHoward
9 Convict List per Layton, Class: HO 10; Piece: 51
10 Home Office: Convict Prison Hulks: Registers and Letter Books; Class: HO9; Piece: 2
11 National Archives, Folio 28 ADM 101/42/7/2
12 Trove, 1835 'TRADE AND SHIPPING.', The Hobart Town Courier (Tas.: 1827–1839), 18 December, p. 3., viewed 13 Jun
2017, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4178041
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Simeon had several tattoos — a seahorse and neptune above the elbow and a mermaid below
the elbow. A woman, initials possibly JW (faint marking) below the elbow on the left arm.
Ring on ring and middle finger on the same hand13.
Simeon’s time in the Marines seemed to determine his convict life in Van Dieman’s Land. He
was assigned to the Marine Department until the following April when he was caught drunk
and was sent to a ‘tread wheel’ for six days. This provided the deterrent Simeon needed and
he returned to duty, progressing to be a member of a boat crew.
In October 1836, he was absent all night from the Prison Barracks (PB) receiving another six
days on the ‘tread wheel’ but the seemingly ready accessibility of alcohol led to his downfall
on several occasions. Simeon’s indiscretions increased as did the level of punishment resulting
in his receiving six days in the cells on bread and water and then 25 lashes for being out after
hours. The magistrates were determined to bend Simeon to their will and he ended up in a road
gang doing hard labour for three months.
Simeon was recommended for a Ticket of Leave by the Lieutenant Governor on 14 December,
183914. Another 15 months passed before Simeon was finally awarded his Certificate of
Freedom on 15 March 184115. Now a free man, albeit with a ‘convict stain’, Simeon tried to
find employment in the colony. In 1846 he obtained employment as an Able Seaman on the
Adelaide and left Van Dieman’s Land, heading for Sydney16.
Gold strikes in the early 1850s in Victoria encouraged Simeon’s relocation to Victoria to find
employment. He was by now in his 40s and the physical work involved as an Able Seaman
was difficult. He gained employment with George Armytage from about 1852 in Victoria
learning about the handling of sheep.
Simeon met recently widowed Elizabeth Phipps, nee Millward in Portland, Victoria. Simeon,
by this time was 45 years of age. Elizabeth was accompanied by a three-year-old daughter.
They were married in Portland on 5 November 185317. Simeon and Elizabeth settled in Victoria
and raised a large family. His experience with George Armytage & Sons prompted him to seek
employment as a station manager, so he advertised in the ‘Argus’ newspaper in 1856, but his
inability to read and write was hindering his chances to fulfill the position of property manager
properly18.
When Simeon died on 3 July 1869 from atrophy, his friend, James Molloy notified authorities.
His marriage, children or the time Simeon spent working on the land was not mentioned, nor
was his convict history. He was known to James as a mariner19. Simeon Hudson is buried in
________________________________________

13 Tasmanian Archives, Convict Description CON18/1/13 Page 181
14 Trove: Chronicle (Launceston, Tas.: 1835–1880) 23 December 1840: 4. Web. 15 Jun 2017 <http://nla.gov.au/nla.newsarticle66015658
15 Trove: ‘The Gazette.’ Colonial Times (Hobart, Tas.: 1828–1857) 5 October 1841: 4. Web. 15 Jun 2017
<http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article8752075
16 Archives of Tasmania LINC Names Search: Simeon Hudson, Record ID: CUS36/1/8
17 Government Statist, Victoria (Victorian BDM) Marriage Certificate Simeon Hudson and Elizabeth Millward, 1506/1853
obtained 18 Mar, 1986.
18 Simeon Hudson: son’s birth (Unnamed male) Certificate Government Statist (BDM Vic) 12933/1867. Accessed 18 Mar. 1986
19 Government Statist, Victoria (Victorian BDM) Death Certificate, Simeon Hudson, 6121/1869 obtained 18 Mar, 1986.
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Hamilton, Victoria. A long way from his birthplace in Lynn, Norfolk. He had a short life
punctuated by change and upheaval.
The sources certainly add to the authenticity of the above account, but it helps to look further
afield from the usual Ancestry or FindMyPast. These databases have made the world of
genealogy more accessible since their introduction but it is very easy to fall into the trap of
accepting all that is contained in them as the whole truth. Ideally having a second source to
verify your findings is certainly a bonus.

THE DEMISE OF THE MICROFILM/MICROFICHE
By Rex Toomey
For as long as I can remember, family historians have
been using either microfilms or microfiche to view copies
of historical documents to trace their ancestry. It does now
seem that the days of this medium is rapidly coming to an
end. In this article, the general term microform has been
used to cover both microfilm and microfiche.
The background of microform or photographically
reduced images goes right back to the early days of
photography when a reduction of 1:160 was first
achieved. However, at the time there was no practical use for this functionality. Nearly 80
years later, in the 1920’s, the need for archival storage of commercial documents prompted the
development of an industry to create the microform media and equipment on which to view
(read ‘magnify’) it. Libraries were one of the first heritage organisations to adopt microform
technology with the Library of Congress microfilming more than three million pages of books
and manuscripts from the British Library between 1927 and 19351.
The advantages of microform were immediately felt because it was easy to see the advantages
of the new storage medium with its stable archival form when properly processed and stored.
Other benefits were its compact size which meant the storage costs were much smaller than
paper documents due to them being reduced to about 0.25% of the original material. Next it
was cheaper to reproduce and/or distribute than the equivalent paper copy. Finally, it allowed
libraries to greatly expand access to their collections without putting rare, fragile, or valuable
items at risk of theft or damage. However, there were disadvantages with the major one being
the images being too small to read with the naked eye and requiring magnification such as a
microform reader which initially was expensive. That coupled with the need for users to
manually locate and carefully position the required image from the microform beneath the
magnifier lens to enable the user to read the image information. Whilst there are many other
disadvantages, family historians will remember that reading microform on a machine for some
time often caused headaches and/or eyestrain!

________________________________________

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microform
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In 1938, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) began pioneering the use of
microform to capture and preserve
irreplaceable family history source
information. This involved gaining
permission from the various record
custodians world-wide and having teams of
volunteers carefully photographing the
original records onto microform. Today the
‘masters’ of these records reside in a secure
vault built into the Granite Mountains near
Salt Lake City, Utah which was built in
1965. The LDS website indicates there are
several million reels of microfilm
containing billions of images.
For church members and family historians around the world, these microforms have been a
marvellous resource. Copies of the microforms could be obtained for a small cost and read at
a LDS Research Centre or authorised venue, such as the Port Macquarie-Hastings Library.
However, the last twenty years have seen the use of microforms gradually being replaced by
the computer age. Digital imaging is the new catchphrase for modern archival storage resulting
in the number of factories manufacturing microfilm and microfiche stock diminishing
considerably. The result has been less availability of the production materials and a
commensurate increase in their cost. Of course, so many of the microform readers, especially
microfilm, were manufactured, that anyone can still pick one up very cheaply. On eBay, they
can start as low as $50.00 yet some of the components such as lens still carry hefty price tags!
It was therefore with some sadness that recently, the LDS announced that it would be
discontinuing their microform lending service from 1st September 2017. Although they state
this change has been due to ‘…significant progress in FamilySearch’s microfilm digitisation
efforts…’ they also included a reference to ‘…the obsolescence of microfilm technology.’
The LDS have now indicated most of the microform vault
material has already been digitised and is online — or will
be shortly. This includes the most requested collections
based on microfilm loan records. However, due to
contractual limitations, data privacy, or other restrictions,
not all microforms will be digitised and placed onto the
internet. The LDS have also said that their plan is to finish
digitizing the records for which they have been given
permission by the year 2020. Let’s all hope they can
achieve this important milestone.
So, there you have it. If it is your desire to view the microfilm from the LDS of marriages at
Denton Parish, Lincolnshire for the year 1558 (#496705 Item 8), you must place your order by
31st August 2017, otherwise you will need to wait until it is digitised and available on
the internet.
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THE PERFECT MISTAKE (OR WHY I COULD NOT FIND THE BURIAL)
Rex & Yvonne Toomey
An old saying goes like this ‘you can’t see the forest for the trees’. Sometimes we become
blinded by the facts and just need to take a minute to think why something is not as it appears.
Some time ago, I purchased the death certificate of my great uncle, James Henry Toomey1.
This document clearly stated he had been buried in the Roman Catholic portion of Rookwood
Cemetery on 3rd April 1945. However, on checking the Rookwood website2, there was no
record of a person of this name being buried in the cemetery. I tried all combinations of
surname, first names and year of death but still came up empty handed. In desperation, I rang
the office and was told that they did not have a record of burial either and to try the other
denominations. This I did as well, all without success.
Finally, I wrote a letter to the cemetery enclosing a copy of the death certificate asking if they
could check their day book for around the date to see if a burial could be located. After about
a week, a nice reply was sent to me stating that the name of the deceased in their records was
shown as James Henry Tooney. They also provided full details of the site location together
with a lovely colour map directing me to where James was buried. Armed with this
information, a re-check of the cemetery records finally found my ‘James’:

After reading the letter and then locating his burial, I felt disappointed in myself that I failed
to heed the advice that I often give to others: ‘Think outside of the envelope’ or in other words
be aware that spelling is not an exact science!
Nearly forty years ago, I had a similar experience when searching for the birth of my paternal
grandfather Francis Toomey. I knew he had been born around Tamworth in 1879 but several
expensive ‘Unsuccessful Search’ documents later (there was no internet BDM search then), I
was ready to give up. Finally, Yvonne went into Tamworth Courthouse and found the entry in
the local records3. His name was also recorded wrongly as Francis Tooney. The same name
variation had come back to haunt me!
Hopefully you will not fall into the same trap that I did but if you feel that your research is
correct but unsuccessful, then always look for the possibility of an error with the family name
or other details. Things are not always as they seem.
________________________________________

1 NSWBDM Death 10052/1945
2 http://www.catholiccemeteries.org.au/
3 NSWBDM Birth 23899/1879
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COMBINING A HOLIDAY WITH RESEARCH IN ENGLAND
Shirley Aitchison
As part of our overseas holiday this year, I planned to do some family history research in
England. My husband, Peter and I travelled to London and stayed for three weeks in Portsoken
Street London. This was a few minutes walk from where my 3x great-grandparents James and
Elizabeth Bishop owned the ‘Ship’ public house and ‘Cordial Warehouse’ at 61 Minories,
which was once on the corner of the Minories and Goodman’s Yard. James and Elizabeth
moved from Surrey in 1800 with their four children (one of which was my 2x greatgrandfather).
After visiting a few history centres, I realised that there was not going to be enough time to
meet all my expectations of the journey. However, the trip was a great experience and
successful in that I was able to clear up some questions that had been puzzling me. I also
obtained copies of documents I was unlikely to find on the internet. I spent time researching
at the London Metropolitan Archives, Guildhall Library, National Archives, Society of
Genealogists, Tower Hamlets Local History Centre. I also visited the Surrey History Centre
and other centres in Surrey where the ‘Bishop’ family seemed to have originated. However, I
have only gone back to the 1600s. I visited churches in London and Surrey where family
members had been baptised, married and buried.
The focus of this article is a church; ‘St Botolph-withoutAldgate’ where James Bishop was buried in 1841 and
Elizabeth Bishop in 1806. After moving from Surrey in
1800 James and Elizabeth had two more children who
were baptised in this church and following Elizabeth’s
death in 1806, James married Ann and they had one child
who was also baptised at the church. Five of James’s
children were married there as well. My great-grandfather,
a James Bishop who came to Australia in 1852 was
baptised at St Botolph in 1831. So, I had good reason to
visit and find out more about this church.

St Botolph-without-Aldgate — photo
above was taken in April this year. The
land surrounding the church is currently
being landscaped into a public garden,
which is why it is fenced off. However,
the church continues to remain open for
church and other services.

Footsteps

St Botolph-without-Aldgate is situated on Aldgate High
Street London opposite the Minories. There has been a
church on this site for over 1000 years, outside the ‘ald’
gate on the eastern edge of the City of London. St Botolph
has always been regarded as a sort of English St
Christopher. Churches at City gates were often dedicated
to Botolph, so travellers could pray there on arrival and
departure. London originally had four such churches; one
at Aldersgate, one at Bishopsgate and St Botolph which
still survive. The church at Billingsgate was destroyed in
the Great Fire of 1666.
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In the 1370s Geoffrey Chaucer lived in the parish
in rooms above Aldgate gatehouse. In 1684 Daniel
Defoe was married here (in a novel he depicts an
horrific account of the Great Plague of 1665, when
over 5000 bodies were buried in a pit dug in the
churchyard). Buried in the churchyard are two
noblemen beheaded on Tower Hill for their part in
a rebellion against King Henry VIII; Thomas,
Lord Darcy and Sir Nicholas Carew. Their
Renaissance monuments in alabaster are in the
Baptistry.
The original Saxon building was enlarged in 1418
and almost entirely rebuilt in the next century.
This church was demolished as unsafe in 1739 and
rebuilt in its current form by George Dance the
Elder in 1744.

Sourced: Tower Hamlets Local History Library
and Archives (map:1792–1799)

Towards the end of the nineteenth century,
the interior of the church was remodelled by
JF Bentley, architect of the Roman Catholic
Cathedral at Westminster. His work survived
the bombs which fell on this part of London
during the First and Second World Wars. In
1941 a bomb pierced the roof near the organ
but failed to explode. The Rector in those days slept among the coffins on the Crypt, coming
out onto the church roof during air raids to put out incendiary bombs. In 1966, St Botolph’s
was rehallowed by the Bishop of London, in the presence of Queen Elizabeth, The Queen
Mother and the Lord Mayor of London following resoration after an unexplained fire in 1965.
The church boasts a fine peal of eight bells, cast during the
eighteenth century at the nearby Whitechapel Bell Foundry.
The magnificent organ in the west gallery is by Renatus
Harris, and was given to the church in 1702. It is the oldest
playable church organ in England and was restored by Goetz
and Gwynn in 2006. We visited the church initially, then
attended their church service where we mingled with the
locals after the service. I recorded some of the service which
included the organ music which was the main focus as this
organ would have been used at my 3x great grandfather’s
funeral service in 1841.
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THE COMPUTER CORNER – NO. 48
Information for Family Historians using Computers

Microsoft Image Composite Editor
Rex Toomey
Suppose you have two photographs
of a scene where the images overlap
slightly as shown in the example on
the right. What would be the
simplest way to join these images
together and create a ‘panorama’?

Part panorama from St Thomas Church Port Macquarie Tower

Some time ago, I purchased Adobe Photoshop Elements (PSE version 8 and yes, I know is it
old and I should upgrade). This software allows images such as these to be joined together.
These are the steps to take to join these two images: open PSE then click ‘File’, next ‘New’
then ‘Photomerge Panorama’. When the ‘Photomerge’ window opens, click the ‘Interactive
Layout’ radio button so that merging images can be manually moved (if there is a problem).
Next, click the [Browse] button to start the ‘Open’ dialogue to navigate to where the two
images are located to be merged. Once selected, the software generally does a good job of
automatically joining the two or more images, but sometimes I need to manually move them
into position as shown below.

Finally, they need to be saved, a ‘save as’ format selected, then confirmation of the JPG
compression, if required. Phew! I am exhausted after all that!
I will now tell you about an easier way to join overlapping images using software freely
available from Microsoft (sorry Apple users). It is call Microsoft ‘Image Composite Editor’ or
MS ICE for short. It can easily be ‘Googled’ as ‘MS ICE’ and downloaded to any Windows
Footsteps
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computer. Microsoft describes ICE as ‘an advanced panoramic image stitcher created by the
Microsoft Research Computational Photography Group. Given a set of overlapping
photographs of a scene shot from a single camera location, the app creates high-resolution
panoramas that seamlessly combine original images.’
Whilst it can perform many distinct functions relating to images, in this article I will be
concentrating on the simple process of joining two images together (although the number is
limited only by system capacity). The operative word here is ‘simple’ which is an improvement
over the PSE approach.
After the software is first started it may check for
upgrade, although this may be disabled under
‘Options’ (the tiny cog wheel). All you do next is to
‘Drag and Drop’ the required images into the ICE
main window as shown on the right. Lastly, click the
[4 Export] button under the title bar and its done
almost instantly! How easy is that? The image below
shows the ‘stitched’ panorama.

The beauty of this approach is its simplicity. There is nothing fancy to do, no complicated
button clicks or obscure menus to navigate. The images do not even have to be the same
orientation. The following panorama was created from four photographs in 2007.
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES
Renewals
Payable at
1st July each year
Single
Family
Footsteps Journal
editions—November,
February, May, August

$30.00
$40.00

New Members
1st July to
1st Jan to
30th June
30th June
$35.00
$45.00

$20.00
$25.00

4 issues included in Membership fees
Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year.

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH
The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up
to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where
appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for
further research.
Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and
include details of relevant information and sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire
via mail and include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer,
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444.
INFOEMAIL
Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have
provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not
miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail.
If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails
are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews
now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website.
RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
General assistance with family history—local, Australian and overseas—is available for
members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our
volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a
break over Christmas.
RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP
The Research Support Group for members is held from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after
the General Meeting, in the Technology Room. A focus topic, following on from the General
Meeting demonstration, is followed by general family history assistance. The cost is $3 per
person to cover the room hire, and a cuppa is available.

Footsteps

Page 26

August 2017

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc.
Publication Name

Member
Price

Normal
Price

Weight

$27

$30

905g

$3.00

$3

25g

$3.00

$3

30g

$5.00

$5

54g

$27

$30

440g

$18

$20

n/a

$10

$15

n/a

$27

$30

n/a

$27

$30

n/a

$27

$30

n/a

Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials (B&W)
Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life
Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp)
Starting Your Family History
(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp)
Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets
1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp)
Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts:
Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (Book)
Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts:
Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM)
Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers
1796-1825 (CD-ROM)
Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families
(CD-ROM in colour)
Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April
1821-1826 (CD-ROM)
General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions &
Images (CD-ROM) Only a few remaining

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage
Postage Australia Wide
Up to 250g (Large letter)
250g to 500g (Large letter)
Over 500g (Prepaid satchel)

$3.00
$5.00
$15.00

Holds one book only
Holds several books

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several
books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL
overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be
possible. Please contact the Secretary (see page 2).
An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au
Please complete the order form and send with your payment to:
The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc.
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444
Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society
Inc. If you would like to order over the internet and pay by direct deposit, please send an email
to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au for the Society’s banking details and a direct deposit reference.
Pre-payment is required, however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC.
PO Box 1359
Port Macquarie NSW 2444
Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au
Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
Mobile: 0475 132 804

Our Research Home
Local Studies/Family History Room
Port Macquarie-Hastings Library
Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets
Port Macquarie NSW 2444

Our Meeting Room
CC Mac Adams Music Centre
Gordon Street
Port Macquarie NSW 2444
(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre)

The Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with:
The Royal Australian Historical Society
The Parramatta Female Factory
A Committee Member of the
Society of the NSW & ACT Association
of Family History Societies Inc.

This Journal is printed by Fuji Xerox
4/18 Short St, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 – phone: 02 6584 0800
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