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THE PORT MACQUARIE HASTINGS CEMETERY TRAIL
UPCOMING PUBLICATION

Trysha & David Hanly
This new publication by the Port Macquarie & Districts Family
History Society contains notes about the history of the
cemeteries, maps to help you find all of them and many colour
images. But best of all, are the many interesting stories about a
random selection of the people buried in each cemetery.
If you are used to seeing the large, full cemeteries of major
towns, the rural cemeteries in Port Macquarie-Hastings area
will come as a surprise. Not only in the number of cemeteries
here, but because of the headstones that have survived.
This publication will provide you with a little more
understanding of the settlement patterns, lifestyle, social and
economic conditions of early country life here.
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PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS’ WORTH
Diane Gillespie
The month of August not only heralded the AGM for Port Macquarie & Districts Family
History Society, it was National Family History Month (NFHM) in Australia. Our committee
was returned with the addition of a committee member to our ranks. We welcome back Yvonne
Toomey to the committee.
We also marked NFHM with the presentation of Beginners’ Seminars at Port Macquarie,
Laurieton and Wauchope. Clive Smith, Jennifer Mullin and I conducted the sessions, with the
support of other committee members and I thank everyone for their support and input. The
response from members of the public was encouraging and one lucky attendee, Sandra
Whiteman, won a subscription courtesy of Ancestry.
The Museum of Australian Democracy conducted a transcribe-a-thon on the weekend of
9–10 September. This project allows members of the public to participate in a new project to
help comb through archival records to find out more about the lives of people affected by the
White Australia Policy 100 years ago when Australia defined itself as a white man's country.
Thousands of Chinese, Japanese, Indians and Syrians all called Australia home under the White
Australia Policy and these records contain amazing detail from photographs to names, physical
descriptions, signatures and even a hand print. Many of these people were born in Australia or
had operated businesses, bought property and raised families here.
At the end of September members of our Society travelled to the cooler climes of Orange for
the NSW & ACT Family History Societies Conference, renewing friendships and mixing with
like-minded family history enthusiasts. The conference catered for over 300 delegates and
brought the telling of family stories to the fore. William McInnes had the audience enthralled
with the ‘ordinary’ tales of his family as he related his stories in a spell-binding fashion. Other
speakers discussed DNA (Veronica Williams), Convict Bonnets (Christina Henri) and building
a blog (Shauna Hicks) just to name a few.
The Fair on the Friday enabled delegates to ‘catch-up’
with friends from elsewhere in the state and peruse
new publications available from genealogical
companies and other societies.

Diane Gillespie accepting the award

Footsteps

BUT…. The big news from the Conference occurred
during the Conference dinner when it was announced
that our Society had won the Dorothy Fellowes
Award for the best website initiated and maintained
by a Society member. It gave me great pleasure to
accept the award on our Society’s behalf and all
congratulations are due to Pauline Every for her drive
and determination to present such an informative and
eye-catching website that is always up-to-date.
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What a great way to bring another year to a successful conclusion. As this journal is being
produced for November, may I wish you all the blessings of the coming Christmas Season.
May you spend time with those you love and remember to keep asking the gentle questions to
probe your family history. May 2018 bring us all further opportunities to explore the hobby
we love.

FROM THE EDITOR
Shirley Aitchison
This edition of Footsteps includes an article from a new member – Diane Solomon Westerhuis
who has recently joined our society. A NSW & ACT State Conference report takes the centre
pages and a surprise award (see pages 4 & 18). Also included are interesting articles, and
stories about ancestors’ occupations.
The theme for the next edition is ‘Your Ancestors as Travellers’. However, I encourage and
welcome other topics of interest. Please send your contribution(s) to the editor by Friday 12
January 2018 at editor@pmdfhs.org.au with ‘Footsteps Article’ in the subject line. Articles
can be submitted at any earlier time for consideration. I will confirm receipt of your article.
Photos and illustrations are important and generally enhance a story. Please attach photos
separately as JPGs and indicate the preferred position for them in the article. Articles should
be limited to 1500–1550 words with up to four photos, or up to 1800 words without photos.
When inserting references in articles, please use numbers (not roman numerals) and have them
as endnotes.
Articles submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the author or
contributor submitting the articles. If the writing is not the work of the author, permission must
be sought from the original author where possible, and the source of the work must be indicated
in the article when it is submitted.
Views expressed by authors and contributors to this journal are not necessarily those of the
Society. All articles and items in this journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise
indicated. No portion of this journal may be reproduced without written permission of
the Society.
Members whose articles are published in Footsteps, will have their names included in a draw
in May the following year. The person whose name is drawn will receive a one year’s
PMDFHS subscription.

NEW MEMBERS
Jennifer Mullin
Welcome to the following new members who have recently joined our society.
Dorothy Kirkness – Port Macquarie
Alistair Moss – Port Macquarie
Gary Pascoe – Christies Beach, SA
Jenny Tighe – Port Macquarie
Footsteps

Lin Gallagher – Port Macquarie
Joan Moss – Port Macquarie
Kevin Sanger – Port Macquarie
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THE DINA DIARY – NO. 5
Using Genetics for Genealogy

Ken Hunt
As I mentioned in a previous DiNA Diary,1 genealogy can be hazardous, in that family secrets
may be exposed and DNA testing can exacerbate the risk of uncovering ‘secret parents
business’. Whereas it can be argued that by its very nature researching family history will
unearth secrets, and in that regard a DNA test is no different from gathering information from
a census or birth certificate. In the minds of some, taking a DNA test can be seen as an invasion
of an individual’s privacy.
It was because of this and other ethical considerations that the International Society of Genetic
Genealogists (ISOGG) assembled a group of genealogists, genetic genealogists and scientists
to write a set of genetic genealogical standards, a copy of which can be downloaded at
www.geneticgenealogystandards.com
The intention is to ‘provide standards and best practices for the genealogical community to
follow when purchasing, recommending, sharing, or writing about the results of DNA testing
for ancestry’. Whereas the concept of ethics can vary from country to country and person to
person, the aim of the standards is to guide the genealogist through this potential minefield.
Some examples include a discussion about results that ‘can reveal unexpected information for
example ... misattributed parentage, adoption, health information, previously unknown family
members, and errors in well-researched family trees’. Other standards cover the need to obtain
consent from the person taking the test and the absolute right of that person to retain ownership
of their results. It also discusses concerns about the long-term storage of DNA, whether a
particular testing company may offer test results to third parties, whether the tests contain
health information and the etiquette of sharing the results with other genealogists without the
consent of the tester.
Those taking a test or promoting its use should inform themselves of the benefits and
limitations of the various available tests including the value of ethnicity tests. It is the general
consensus of genetic genealogists that despite television advertisements to the contrary,
‘ethnicity analysis is limited by the (testing company’s) population database and algorithm and
... that estimates can vary’. In other words, the results of this type of analysis should often be
taken with a grain or two of salt.
In essence each of us who takes a DNA test, or advises others to do so, should recognise the
confidentiality and privacy considerations presented in these Standards, although as the test
taker, it is ultimately our responsibility to understand the contents of these standards.
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The Port Macquarie & Districts Family History
Society has purchased a hard copy of the book
The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and
Genetic Genealogy by Dr Blaine T Bettinger
which is now held in the Port MacquarieHastings Library. I first mentioned this book in
a previous DiNA Diary2. Originally published in
October 2016, the book endeavours to cover the
very broad field that is DNA for genealogy. It
contains a wealth of information and is probably
the first book to read if you are starting on your
DNA journey. It is also the book to read if you
need more in-depth knowledge about
interpreting your results as it can be used as a
primer if you are new to testing or as a reference
if you have already received your results.
Blaine is an inspired writer and well respected
amongst genealogists for his online blog The
Genetic Genealogist which he started in 2007 as
a way to examine ‘the intersection of traditional
genealogical techniques and modern genetic research’. He also runs a Facebook page Genetic
Genealogy Tips & Techniques which does pretty much what it says on the title.
Dr Bettinger, who has a PhD in Biochemistry, makes a difficult subject easier to understand,
while at the same time not writing down to those with more experience. The book is full of
diagrams and charts which explain a lot of the text, although I found that when I originally
read the book in Kindle format (black and white) I did not fully appreciate their usefulness;
they are more useful in colour in the printed version. I would therefore recommend reading
this wonderful book in either hard copy or on a colour screen device such as an iPad.
The pros and cons of each type of test and the testing companies are discussed, and the book
includes a list of resources where you can explore the latest developments in the testing field.
The author discusses genetic genealogical ethical standards, addressing questions such as
illegitimacies, adoptions and other issues sensitive to extended family members.
The book is arguably the most up-do-date collection of information about using DNA to aid
research into our family history, despite the fact that the area is in a state of flux and new
material is discovered almost daily.
I predict that this book will become a standard reference for our Family History group and will
become dog-eared by much use over the coming years. If this happens an on-line version may
be needed as well.
1 Footsteps February 2017, No. 142 p.9
2 Footsteps February 2017, No. 142 p.9
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TO BE TRANSPORTED SEVEN YEARS — A GAP IN THE RECORDS
Diane Solomon Westerhuis
In the Durham County Advertiser 23 August 1817 p4 – ‘In defence, the elder prisoner said his
father was not able to keep him and his brother at home; he therefore procured, by his
assistance, a box of jewelry and other articles, with which he and his brother travelled for sale;
that they were in the habit of buying or taking old clothes in exchange for their goods; that
they exchanged their jewelry for the clothes in question, with a man whom they met on the
road near Darlington, on 15 October last. Had no witnesses to the bargain, but his brother, who
confirmed his statement.’
The jury returned both of the prisoners guilty, to be transported for seven years.1 And so began
the story of my 4x great-grandfather, Vaiben Solomon and his brother, Emanuel. As boys in
England they fell foul of the law, and in 1817 were transported to NSW for seven years. Their
story is one of many, but the details are fascinating, and not yet complete.
Upon being found guilty in Durham, the brothers were initially sent to the hulk Justitia at
Woolwich (1814–1818). Justitia’s records show that the brothers, no.1892 (Emanuel Solomon)
aged 16 and no.1893 (Vaiben Solomon),2 aged 15, were transported 31 October 1817.3
With 300 other male convicts, they were transferred to the ship the Lady Castlereagh for
transportation. After 129 days at sea they arrived in Port Jackson on the 30th April 1818. In
Sydney 39 prisoners disembarked, but the brothers and 259 other convicts were taken on to
Hobart, arriving there 11 June 1818.4 5
The muster roll at the time described them as:
No. 68 Emmanuel Solomon Durham Aug 1817, Sentence 7 years, age 17, London, Pencil
Maker, height 5 feet 4 ½ inches, Eyes dark, Hair Black, Complexion dark, General Remarks,
Well behaved.
No. 69 Naiben* [Vaiben] Solomon brother of the above, Durham Aug 1817, Sentence 7 years,
age 16, London, Pencil Maker, height 5 feet 2½ inches, Eyes dark, Hair Black, Complexion
dark, General Remarks, Well behaved.6
Upon arrival, they were given a supply of clothes, including: One Cloth Jacket, One Pair of
Cloth Trousers, One Cap, One Pair of Shoes, & One Cotton Shirt.7
However all was not plain sailing for the brothers in the new colony of Hobart, and they soon
found themselves in trouble. On 2 November 1819 Vaiben was taken before Magistrate
Adolarius William Henry Humphrey, charged with Neglect of Duty, for which he was fined
one week labour for the government, in his own time. On 20 December 1819, Vaiben was
bought before the Rev RJ Knopwood, for ‘Disadt. At Church’ for which he was given extra
labour for one week. It should be noted that the brothers were not churchgoers, their Sabbath
would have been Saturday. Two days later Vaiben was again charged, this time with Neglect
of Duty, and given another extra week labour for the government, to be undertaken in his
own time.
Footsteps
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The following year was no easier. On 10 April 1820, Magistrate Humphrey found that Vaiben
again had trouble with church services, he was found ‘Absent from Divine Service’ for which
he was penalised ‘one month labour for the government in his own time at night’. There were
more charges in May, June and August that year, involving being absent from his lodgings at
night, stealing a shirt and again absent from Sunday Muster, for which he received 25 lashes.
In 1821 both brothers were
found guilty of stealing
clothes, and finally it
appears the magistrates
had had enough. The
brothers were sentenced
to three years to work
in irons, and transported
to Newcastle.8
In April 1821 Vaiben and
Emanuel Solomon arrived
in Newcastle from Hobart
per Medway to Sydney,
then they were on the list
of prisoners transported to
Newcastle per Snapper.
Vaiben was now described
as a stonemason.9
In January 1823, Emanuel appeared on the monthly return of prisoners punished at Newcastle,
and sentenced to 25 lashes for ‘repeated irregularities’.10
Later that year, the brothers were both on the list of convicts
removed from Newcastle to Port Macquarie, per Mermaid on
15 September 1823.11 From here on, there are gaps in the
records. There does not appear to be any record of how the
brothers were employed at Port Macquarie where they
remained until the end of their sentence.
I was able to locate Vaiben’s Certificate of Freedom, given
seven years and one day after they were sentenced to seven
years, which states:
No. 40/2469 – Vaiben Solomon, Lady Castlereagh, 1818,
Durham Ass, 4 August 1817, Seven years, London, Pencil
Maker, Twenty-two, 5 feet 5 inches, Sallow (complexion),
Brown (hair), Brown (eyes) Date of Certificate 5 August, 1824

Footsteps

Page 9

November 2017

It is interesting to compare the description with that of 1818 (above). Vaiben has grown 2½”,
and his dark complexion has lightened, as have his eyes.
Emanuel Solomon received his Certificate of Freedom the day after Vaiben.12 The musters for
1823–1825, which were undertaken at different times and amalgamated, describe Emanuel is
‘free by servitude’, but Vaiben still listed in ‘government employ’: 41267 Em. Solomon, FS,
Labourer, Sydney 41295 Vaiban, C, Lady Castlereagh, 1818, 7 years, Govt Employ,
Port Macquarie
I would have thought that they would travel back to Sydney together, but it looks like Emanuel
went to Sydney earlier than Vaiben. I have been unable to find out how either of them travelled
to Sydney, although I have searched the shipping lists. It is a long way to walk.
By the time of the next census, the brothers were living in George Street in Sydney, had
married, and Vaiben had a new son David. Although the 1828 census has mistaken their ages,
making Emanuel the younger of the two, it does give full details of their burgeoning family as:
S2004 V. Solomon, age 28, Free by Servitude, Lady Castlereagh 1818, 7 years, Jew, Dealer
George St, Sydney
S2005 E. Solomon, age 26, Free by Servitude, Lady Castlereagh 1818, 7 years, Jew
S2006 Mary (Sen.) age 21, Born in Colony, Jew (note: Mary changed her name to Sarah)
S2007 Mary (Jun.) age 21, Government Servant, Jew (Note: This is Mary Ann Wilson, wife
of Emanuel, convicted of larceny April 1825, sentenced to life at Old Bailey)
S2008 David Solomon, 2 months, Born in Colony, Jew.
The brothers went on to prosper and live long lives. So my research now focusses on this gap.
What happened to the brothers during their time in Port Macquarie between arriving in
September 1823 and August 1824 when their sentence expires, and how did they both get
to Sydney?
1 Durham County Advertiser, 23 August 1817, p4
2 There are a variety of spellings of his name, Vaiben and Vabien are most common, Vabien is on his death certificate and Vaiben
on his will.
3 Prison Hulk Registers and Letter Books, 1802-1849, https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/convicts/convict-hulks
4 Cramp, W. B. (1823). Narrative of a voyage to India ; of a shipwreck on board the Lady Castlereagh ; and a description of New
South Wales / by W.B. Cramp. London: Printed for Sir Richard Phillips and Co.
5 Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter, 13 June 1818, p1
6 indent 32082_223756__0001-00019 State Archives NSW Series NRS 12188 Item 4 4006 Microfiche 639
7 The Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter, 20 Jun 1818, p1
8 Col. Sec. Papers, 1788-1825
9 Col Sec Letter, Signed F. Goulburn, Col. Secretary. To Major Morisset, Commandant Newcastle, to John Redman- Goaler
10 108121, Solomon, Emanuel, Lady Castlereagh 1818., 1st to 31st January 1823, Newcastle, Colonial Secretary's Papers.
Monthly Return of Corporal Punishments
11 Colonial Secretary's Papers 1788-1825 1823 Sep 15 On list of convicts removed from Newcastle to Port Macquarie per
‘Mermaid’ (Reel 6019; 4/3864 pp.422-3)
12 34505, SOLOMON, Emanuel, Lady Castlereagh, 1818, 086/2515, 6 Aug 1824, Certificate of Freedom, [4/4423; Reel 601]
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MALCOLM PATTERSON
A TRUE PIONEER

Diane Gillespie
The smithy straddles the huge wheel that he is
making. He is covered in soot and debris from the
fire and sweat freely runs down his face and drips off
the end of his nose onto the hot metal with a hissing
sound. The sound of his hammer rings through the
air as he forms the iron to the desired shape to fit the
wheel. He dips the red hot metal into the tub of water
and is covered in steam. Back into the forge and he
pumps the bellows to heat the metal again to enable
it to be cast into the wheel.
This is a man who has worked hard in this life,
is bronzed and well-muscled, with a tanned skin
from his many years under the Australian sun. His
long beard covers his chest and bears the
singed marks from the forge that he toils over every
day and is epitomised in Longfellow’s poem ‘The
Village Blacksmith’.
It was a hard way to earn a living but it provided Malcolm the means for supporting his family
for many years, both in the mining community at Mount Hope, and in various places in western
NSW as a farrier and wheelwright for Cobb & Co in its heyday.
Malcolm was born in the small community of Caleula (now spelt Caloola), near Bathurst and
began his career as a farrier and wheelwright for Cobb & Co. He moved to Bugaldie near
Coonabarabran where his father held the publican’s licence for the Royal Hotel. It was here
that Malcolm married Ellen Penny in 1872.
Later Malcolm ran a coach stop at Merri Merrigal, near Hillston on the long road to Hay. He
provided fresh horses and a coach stop for the passengers who travelled this perilous overland
route before the advent of rail in the 1880s.
Malcolm’s mother, Mary, held the publican’s licence for the Currajong hotel and he conducted
a blacksmith’s shop in the vicinity.
When the traffic on the overland route from Victoria via Hay to Cobar slumped, the family
moved to the mining town of Mount Hope. Malcolm’s skills here were utilised by the mining
company and he was renowned for providing the steel required for operation of the mill.
Malcolm diversified and took up gold licences in the area as well as holding the licence for the
Government Tank, which provided the water for the copper mine at Mount Hope and also
Mount Allen. He also provided the necessary materials for burials and became the local
Footsteps
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undertaker for the Mount Hope area. He held the licence for the Government pound and was
trustee and chairman of the Mount Hope Common.
Sport played a big part in his life and he was head of the horse-racing community. His skill as
a batsman in the local cricket club was legend, though not well remembered by visiting cricket
teams, when he would ‘stonewall’ and not be an easy man to get out.
Malcolm supported a large family of eight daughters and a son. The children were born in
various places in western NSW as he and Ellen, his wife, moved to secure employment in the
outback. They were not people who lived in the large cities and towns, preferring instead the
outback where they could enjoy a simpler life.
Malcolm lies under the Australian sun, buried at Mount Hope, in what is now an unmarked
grave due to bushfires, but originally bore the epitaph ‘Peacefully sleeping, resting at last.
Life’s troubles over, suffering past’.

OCCUPATIONS OF OUR FOREBEARS
FARMERS – BAUMANN FAMILY
Rex Toomey
Over 9 years ago, a distant relative living in Queensland named Fay Boal rang and said she
had some old family photographs that had been stored under a house. The names of the people
in the photographs were of my paternal grandmother’s family and Fay was kind enough to
send me copies. Amongst the photographs was an amazing image of draught horses in a field
with the plough being managed by two young women with large hats and long dresses.

Girls ploughing the fields in Queensland. Photograph courtesy of Fay Boal.
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These two girls belonged to the family of Carl Baumann and
Mattielde (nee Korff), who were German immigrants living
in the Gatton district of Queensland. It is likely one of the
two girls in the photograph was that of my grandmother
Halruna Matilda ‘Minnie’ Baumann, the oldest child born 15
July 1886.1 This family consisted of 11 children, 9 girls and
2 boys. Sadly, both boys died young so it was obviously left
up to the girls to run the farm and of course, plough the fields.
Carl Ulrich Baumann was born in Altanau, Hamburg,
Germany on 27 May 1853 and migrated to Australia with his
wife and infant daughter Marie on the Herschel which
arrived 10 September 1878.2
The house in which they lived was a typical ‘Queenslander’
which is familiar to most Australians. In the accompanying
photograph, two of the Baumann girls and their mother are
in the front of the house. As can be seen, this front yard was
not wasted on lawns but converted into a more useful and
functional flower and vegetable garden.

Baumann, Carl Ulrich and wife
Mattielde Korff

The Baumann family home in Gatton, Queensland. Photograph courtesy of Fay Boal.
1 QLDBDM 1886/C007153
2 QLD State Archives. http://www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au/Search/ItemDetails.aspx?ItemId=18478
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OCCUPATIONS OF OUR FOREBEARS
THE SADDLER – WILLIAM OLIVER ATKINS (1856–1926)
Yvonne Toomey
William Oliver Atkins was born on Saturday 28 February 1856 in the small village of Hinton
on the Paterson River branch of the Hunter River, just over 20 miles (37 kilometres) west of
Newcastle. His father was the emancipist Henry Atkins who had arrived in New South Wales
on the convict transport ship John (3) on 8 June 1832.

William Oliver Atkins with a beard and wearing a hat. Photo from Public Domain

By 1882, William was running a business in Wee Waa Street, Walgett that elicited a
description of ‘…having a first-class shop and glass front (that) gives it an appearance to the
on-looker of something unusual in the country. Mr Atkins, as a townsman, tradesman, and
businessman, is too well known to need any further comment.’1 Later that month, he married
Sarah Ellen Lawrence in Walgett, and on the record of marriage,2 his occupation was shown
as saddler.
From Walgett, the birth records of the first three children show the family moved first to
Coonamble, then Maitland and finally settled in Glen Innes in 1889. It was in Glen Innes that
William found work at Priests Saddlery in Grey Street, where the accompanying photograph
shows him in the midst of a group of what appear to be saddle makers and apprentices.
Whilst in Glen Innes, William became politically active and took on the role of secretary of
the Labor Electoral League in 1893.3 On 7 February 1899, his ambition extended to standing
Footsteps
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for the ratepayers of Central Ward in the municipal elections.4 This was at the behest of some
ratepayers who wanted to remove the incumbent Alderman John Priest.5 This was not to be as
William only received 17 votes whilst his opponent received 90.6
Sadly, his political ambitions came to an abrupt end around the same time as his saddlery
business when in late 1902, William sold the saddlery business to WA Dibley.7 Then a few
weeks later he declared himself bankrupt (voluntary sequestration).8
1 (1882, Aug 13). Walgett. Maitland Mercury, p7c. Retrieved from Trove
2 NSWBDM 5807/1882
3 (1893, Jun 27). Labor Electoral League. Glen Innes Examiner and General Advertiser, p2b. Retrieved from Trove
4 (1899, Feb 7). Municipal Elections. Glen Innes Examiner and General Advertiser, p3b. Retrieved from Trove
5 (1899, Feb 10). Municipal Elections. Glen Innes Examiner and General Advertiser, p2f. Retrieved from Trove
6 (1899, Feb 14). Municipal Elections. Glen Innes Examiner and General Advertiser, p2e. Retrieved from Trove
7 (1902, Nov 7). Local News. Glen Innes Examiner and General Advertiser, p2d. Retrieved from Trove
8 (1902, Dec 17). Bankruptcy. Daily Telegraph, p10b. Retrieved from Trove; SRNSW Bankruptcy File No 15401.

NSW & ACT ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETIES CONFERENCE
Sue Brindley
Seven members pictured at left from our society
attended the 2017 NSW & ACT Association of
Family History Societies Annual Conference at
Orange on the weekend of 22–24 September.
The conference theme of ‘Your Family Story:
Telling, Recording & Preserving’ was addressed
by many speakers in differing ways. The
gathering commenced on Thursday evening
with a ‘Meet and Greet’ held in the art gallery
attached to the regional library.
A Family History Fair was held in the library on
Friday, and workshops began with many diverse
topics, such as Copyright for Genealogists, Photography + Time = History, Preserving Your
Family History and Adding DNA to the Genealogist’s Toolkit.

Jeff Stonehouse
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The Conference commenced on Saturday morning and some of the highlights were as follows:

Christina Henri
Regional Museum ‘Roses from the Heart’
Exhibition

Convict bonnets

Keynote speaker was artist Christina Henri,
who developed ‘Roses from the Heart’, a
memorial to convict women transported to
Australia from Britain and Ireland from 1788
to 1853. Christina discussed showcasing the
lives of convict women by creating thousands
of convict bonnets, and displaying them in
sites across Australia and Ireland.

Gail Davis from NSW State Records presented ‘Opening the cage on your gaolbird ancestors’
and discussed gaolbird ancestors and how to access their records. It was an enhanced version
of the webinar that the State Records had aired a few weeks prior, providing greater depth on
the subject and drawing attention to the exhibition currently on display at Kingswood.
Jacqui Newling spoke about ‘Telling Your Family Story through food’; and Margot Riley
explained how dating portraits is possible through the clothes being worn.
The conference dinner on Saturday night held surprises for our Society, (see article on page
18) and when members of our Society won the table trivia it capped off a good day.

Three wise monkeys – Conference Dinner

Conference Dinner
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Bright and early on Sunday, the actor and author William
McInnes asked ‘Why Look Back?’ He developed a
captivating narrative from basic historical facts and gave us
many insights into family life in the 1950s and 60s. Many
people in the audience could readily identify with his yarns.
Shauna Hicks introduced us to ‘Blogs’ and how to publicise
your family history on the web. Using a blog may act as a
‘cousin magnet’ attracting others through social media, and
providing researchers with an easy way to share their
knowledge. One must remember to acknowledge all sources,
whether they are in print or from another’s research.

William McInnes

The Conference concluded with a presentation by Catherine Ziegler about the ANU Archives
Tooths & Co. Ltd Hotels Project. This project is gradually coming online and contains a wealth
of information on hotels in Australia from the late 1800s.

Hotel Canobolas in
Orange for dinner and a
lunch time entertainment

Following the Conference, as an optional extra, many
of us visited historic Duntryleague 1876 – the original
home of the Dalton family, for a tour and afternoon tea.
Next year’s conference will be held at Batemans Bay
and preparations are well on the way.

Duntryleague
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DOROTHY FELLOWES WEBSITE AWARD
Port Macquarie & Districts Family History
Society is honoured to be the recipient of the
Dorothy Fellowes Award for our website
for 2017.
A member of our committee, Pauline Every,
established and has maintained and upgraded the
website to its present award-winning format. It is
due to her dedication and belief, that the Society
needs a presence on the social media platform,
that is so popular today. We also have a presence
on Facebook, with many new releases of records
being shared here.
Dorothy Fellowes was President of Wagga Wagga & District FHS for many years, joining in
1983. She served on the State Association committee from 1991 until the early 21st century
and was President from 1995 to 2000. In 2001 the NSW & ACT Association presented her
with a pen and pencil set, made from timbers grown in Wagga Wagga area, in recognition of
her many years serving on the committee. She was elected to the AFFHO Council in 2001 and
served as a NSW State Councillor for several years.
Dorothy as an author, has written books on family history and church history. She has worked
as a researcher and has conducted classes in family history at her local library. One of
Dorothy’s main contributions to the Association has been establishment of the new set of
Model Rules and By-Laws written in accordance with the requirement of the NSW Department
of Fair Trading.
In 2010, the NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies Committee decided to hold
a ‘Members’ Website Award’ to encourage members to enter their Society for the best member
website of the year.
The criteria for the Dorothy Fellowes Website Award are:
Category 1: A website designed and administered by a society member.
Category 2: A website designed by a professional and administered by a society member.
Conditions of entry for previous winners in either category:
There must be changes to a website before it is entered again.
A period of 2 years will apply before a society may enter again.
At the Association State Conference hosted by Illawarra Family History Group in Wollongong
in 2014, the winners were:
Category 1: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc.
Category 2: Central Coast Family History Society
Reference: 2015 conference booklet
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THE LITTLE HOUSE IN GUNNING
Lesley Moore
The photo of the little house in Gunning is where my mother spent her primary school years
from around 1916–1922. Unfortunately, the house is no longer there, as I would have loved to
have seen it. My mother had very happy years there with her grandparents, Arend and
Elizabeth Mester.
My mother gave me the following description of her grandmother (my great-grandmother).
‘Grandmother was small, with
white hair drawn back into a
tight knob and very dark brown
eyes. She always wore a black
alpaca skirt very full and long,
always a black silk blouse,
black nurses lace-up low heeled
shoes, black stockings and a big
white apron stiffly starched and
the apron had a bib. Though she
was probably in her early 60s
she looked quite an old lady and
that’s how it is, or I should say
that’s how it was in those early
days as so many women wore
black. She was very gentle and
always helping someone.

Mester home Gunning

On Sundays, grandma always wore her best skirt, black again
and very full, long and trimmed with black satin braid, black
blouse a little black cape trimmed with jet beads and a black
bonnet. Regina always made her mother’s bonnets and the
bonnet was trimmed with violets. She was afraid the violets
were a little daring and it took her some persuasion before
she would finally wear it. She also had black gloves of
course. She really did look lovely, she was a dear little thing.’
Below are excerpts taken from tapes I have been transcribing
where my mother relates stories about her and my
father’s life.
The little cottage at Gunning was always immaculately kept
so by my grandma and my youngest Aunt, Illa May who we
called Auntie Lil. She stayed with grandma and helped care
for grandfather and when she married James Lawrenson he
lived there also and improved the cottage in many ways.
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He extended it at the back, and dug a big well to give us beautiful clean running water in the
kitchen and laundry, and built me a gorgeous swing.
From the front door of the cottage, there was a long hall to
the back which opened onto a room that Uncle Jim built
across the back of the house. Brekkie room come kitchen
had a big range stove that never went out, a long hearth with
open fire and a kettle suspended over it. Standing at the
front door to the right parlour behind my room was a
fernery under cover. Left of the front door was a guest
room, then Grandma Mester’s room, then Aunt Lil/Uncle
Jim’s. No bathroom, you went outside and round the corner
behind kitchen section to a washhouse, tubs and huge tin
bathtub. Toilet way down back (‘night man’ came to empty
the pan once a week) Furniture was cedar.
I remember the treasures in that house, each bedroom, of
course, had a cedar chest, and I remember in the parlour
there was a big cedar bookcase full of books that were never
read and on the shelves of the bookcase there were two
beautiful lustres. All the beds were iron. I slept on the
verandah in the summer, it was latticed in and covered with
tiny cream banksia roses. The bull nosed verandah had a little wicker gate and it used to creak
whenever anyone opened it. At night, I would jump into bed and I would shiver with fright as
I remembered all stories Auntie Lil told me about the hairy man on Bess Hill and Mad Mick
the tramp. Mad Mick was really quite harmless but he had the habit of walking in unannounced.
Grandma never turned away anyone in need though her own purse was very slender she always
found food for those who called.
Tramps would come there to the Mester home and they chopped wood for a meal. Grandma
gave them a loaf of bread, butter, they would bring their billy in, and she put in boiling water
and sugar. She also gave a large piece corn beef and damper, and had the same tramps year
after year – they loved her. She would always find something for them to do. There was another
tramp who came regularly for work and food, we called him ‘Ithard’. He chopped the wood
and with every blow of the axe he would grunt and say ithard. Never did know his name.
When I was a child the house seemed so big and the grounds huge, in later years I realised it
wasn’t so, although the land extended well back I think it was a double block because there
was quite a large orchard. Up in the orchard, of course, was the little house and when it was
necessary for me to go there, I had a really very traumatic time because I had to brave hissing
geese, a very cranky turkey gobbler, and a goat that took great pleasure in butting me. Also a
magpie that disliked me intensely – it was really quite awful. Grandma had to rescue me many
times. We had a kookaburra, I got on well with him and a cockatoo. Cockie and I were great
friends and, of course, there were several cats that I loved.
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Walking down the right hand side, when facing the house, an arched trellis with a dark red
rose ‘daily messenger’ (think that’s the name of it) grew there. In the front yard and right side
grew all old fashioned flowers – hollyhocks, larkspurs, delphiniums, pincushions (all colours),
bacon and eggs (cream and pink flower), sunflowers, dahlias.
On the left-hand side of the house was the veggie patch. Cauliflower, cabbage, potatoes and
sweet potatoes, carrots, parsnips, tomatoes, peas, beans, onions, turnips (swede), everything.
They were very self sufficient, Grandma Mester made bread, biscuits and cakes, and only
bought meat (she salted her own meat) and cow’s milk, and cream from the dairy. The
backyard had a swing (Uncle Jim made for me), Cockies on a stand, dog, two cats, turkeys,
geese (eggs made wonderful sponges), goat, chooks, and the orchard with apples, plums,
peaches and apricots. I use to hate going down the back to the toilet as the turkey had it in for
me and use to nip me all the way there and back.

DETERMINED TO VOTE IN THE LOCAL ELECTIONS
Lesley Moore
I was thrilled to find this excerpt recently about my great grandmother, Eliza Royle and her
father, Charles Simmons my 2x great-grandfather. It was taken from a book ‘Minding Her
Own Business: Colonial Businesswomen in Sydney’, and it mentions how Elizabeth Cadman
was determined to cast her vote in the local elections.
Elizabeth Cadman was the widow of John Cadman, of Cadman's Cottage, the oldest surviving
residential building in Sydney, now in the care of the state's National Parks and Wildlife
Service. Elizabeth had moved to Manly after several years running the Steam Packet Inn in
George Street, Parramatta, followed by a brief sojourn in Waverley. John Cadman had died in
Parramatta in 1846 and Elizabeth, like so many other widows, had taken over her late husband's
hotel licence. Elizabeth Cadman also owned other property, including properties in Balmain
and Waverley, and this gave her another claim to fame. Like Esther Bigge, she had a clear idea
of her rights. Apparently, in 1859, Elizabeth Cadman strode to the polling booth during the
Waverley Council election and demanded a vote on the grounds that she was a property owning
ratepayer – the council voting regulations did not explicitly specify that only men could vote.
The story was told by a correspondent to ‘Old Chum’, otherwise known as Joseph Michael
Forde, whom we met in chapter 4 of the book and whose column in Truth in the early 1900s
was devoted to curious tales of old Sydney. The correspondent was ‘Myee’, actually Eliza
Royle, daughter of a Waverley councillor. She wrote in 1912, that not only was Elizabeth
Cadman allowed to vote, but that she had voted for Eliza's father, Charles Simmons. This
would make Elizabeth Cadman, as ‘Myee’ pointed out, ‘the first woman to vote in New South
Wales, and probably in Australia’. Unsubstantiated though this story is, it is certainly
remarkable and demonstrates that at least some colonial Sydney businesswomen had a sense
of their importance and felt it should be reflected in their political rights.
Reference:
Google Books Search: ‘charles simmons+elizabeth cadman +voting+eliza royle
Bishop,Catherine, Minding Her Own Business: Colonial businesswomen in Sydney, 2015 Sydney, N.S.W. NewSouth Publishing
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A WEDDING PHOTOGRAPH LINK TO OUR FAMILY
Rex Toomey
Whilst reading the eEdition of the Macleay Argus recently, I noticed a magnificent ‘named’
group wedding photograph from 1914 provided by the Macleay Valley Historical Society.
When I saw some of the names of the people, I could not believe my eyes. Most of the names
were related to my wife’s extended Avery family from Kempsey, such as Keast. However,
when I looked up the names of the bride and groom in my Ezitree family history program, they
were not there. Time to do some research and (hopefully) join the dots!

Photo from the Macleay Argus 30th June 2017. Courtesy of the Macleay River Historical Society.
Wedding of Stanley George Duckett and Violet Pearl Delaforce at Collombatti, 18th February 1914.
Back (L-R) Tom Thompson, George Keast, Bill Duckett, Stan Duckett, Fred Clarke. Charlie Ingram, Ernest, Rev.
Watson (minister of religion), Herbert.
Centre: Edith Ennis. Ethel O'Neill. Ethel (Herbert’s wife), Clara Clarke. Isobel. Violet, Sarah, Kate (Ernest's wife)
Nursing Baby Myrtle, Mrs Keast. Mrs Ingram.
Children in front: Fender Ennis. Athol Ennis. Neville, Leslie, Harold.

First and foremost, I needed the date and place of marriage. This was done through the NSW
Births, Deaths and Marriages internet index,1 where I determined the marriage was registered
at Kempsey and took place on 18 February 1914. Next stop was Trove,2 to find out if there
was any ‘Orange Blossoms’ in the Kempsey newspapers. Sadly, the Macleay Argus is missing
for the whole of 1914, however Kempsey had two newspapers at the time and the Macleay
Chronicle is extant for 1914. A quick search after selecting the Macleay Chronicle using
criteria of ‘Duckett’ and dates February to March 1914, revealed the ‘Marriage’ article on the
next page provided by ‘Contributed’.3 There is no doubt these items in local newspapers
provided much interest within the community because everyone would have known the groom
and bride, either through school or church affiliation.
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It was now that the tangled web of families needed to be unravelled. Firstly, I found that the
parents of Stan Duckett were William Henry Duckett and Letitia Kellion from the marriage of
his father Mr WH Duckett.4 Stan was born in 1886,5 but was difficult to locate in the BDM
index because the mother’s name is shown as ‘Selicia’; the correct entry was found only after
searching specifically for a father named ‘W Duckett’.
Armed with this additional information, I could add
Stanley Duckett as the son of William and Letitia and
realised Stanley’s mother was the sister of Janet
Ramsay Kellion.6 This now all fitted into our family
history because the son of Janet was Silas John
Duckett who married Sarah Ann Avery,7 the
daughter of George Henry Avery who was my wife’s
(Yvonne) great-grandfather!
As an aside, to further ‘muddy the waters’, I found
that Janet Ramsay’s husband was John Archibald
Duckett, the brother of William Henry Duckett – two
brothers had married two sisters!
Further research revealed that the bride in the
photograph (Violet Pearl Delaforce) was the
daughter of Joseph Delaforce and Sarah Marriott.
She was also the granddaughter of William
Delaforce who under the pseudonym of ‘Womera’
wrote the well-known autobiography ‘The Life and
Experiences of an Ex-convict in Port Macquarie’.8
This is considered by some to be a colourful attempt
to describe what it was like to be a convict in New
South Wales, as remembered by somebody who
actually was a convict.
Sadly, the bride in our lovely photograph (Violet
Pearl Duckett nee Delaforce) died on 27 December
1941,9 at the early age of 49 years. There were three
daughters to the marriage, Edna Beryl (married
Victor Whalen), Vilma and Myrline (married
Reginald James Kerrison) and two sons Arthur and
Ivan.10 Stanley George Duckett died 17 September
1963.11

Macleay Chronicle, 4th March 1914, p4g

On the following page, I have created a family chart which shows the various relationships.
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1 http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/
2 http://trove.nla.gov.au/
3 Marriage.The Macleay Chronicle (Kempsey, NSW: 1899 - 1952)4 March 1914: 4. Web. 15 Jul 2017.
4 http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/ (Macleay River 4548/1881)
5 http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/ (Kempsey 25290/1886)
6 http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/ (1004/1854 V18541004 53)
7 http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/ (Kempsey 4353/1905)
8 http://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/biography/delaforce-william-bill-22777
9 http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/ (Kempsey 28620/1941)
10 Obituary.The Macleay Chronicle (Kempsey, NSW : 1899 - 1952)7 January 1942: 7 Web. 15 Jul 2017.
11 http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/ (Kempsey 21979/1963)

THE TRAVELLING LEVETTS.
Brian Panisset
I wrote about John Levett, my 6x great-grandfather in an article in the February 2011 edition
of Footsteps, and his travels around the Levant, where he died in Aleppo in 1731. John left two
sons, John (the first-born) and Francis, my 5x great-grandfather. John senior was a merchant
(he was called the ‘Turkey Merchant’ because he traded in that country), and the habit of
travelling and setting up businesses outside England passed down to both sons.
After spending some time in Germany, managing a colleague's bread magazines (stores, not
printed material), John headed for India, and we have him recorded as alderman and mayor of
Calcutta (now Kolkota) in Bengal, between 1768 and 1770. He planted cornfields there and
owned an arrack distillery – arrack is produced from different fruits or vegetables depending
on what is available at the place where it is being distilled. In India, it is suggested that the
areca nut, a seed of the areca palm, was the most common basis. Though grain has been used,
and given John's cornfields, might have been his raw material of choice. By the 1780s, he had
turned his hand to producing rum and sugar candy there. He returned to England at some time
thereafter, and died in Hampshire in 1807.
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We know rather more about Francis. Born about 1727, he married Julian Tonyn (we would
nowadays recognise her as ‘Julia’) in Rotterdam in 1751, and up until 1766 seems to have
operated out of London as a merchant. He also worked for the Levant Company in Leghorn
(todays Livorno), again as a merchant, but in 1768 he developed health problems which
persuaded him to seek a life outside England. That year, he accepted a position as a plantation
agent for Lord Egmont in East Florida, which at that time was under British control. On top of
that, he became an assistant judge in the East Florida judiciary (1771–1773), but then scandal
struck. Another planter alleged that he had been using other people's slaves and property to his
own advantage, and he was so upset over the allegations that he left Florida and went to Rhode
Island (again, still under British control). His first-born, Jane, had married Dr David Yeats
about 1773, who arrived in East Florida around 1764 and took on various positions in the
colonial government. When Francis Levett headed northwards to escape the obloquy (i.e.
blame or abusive language) of his fellow planters, David Yeats looked after his affairs until
Francis could come back, which happened the next year, when a new Governor took over in
East Florida; conveniently, Patrick Tonyn was Francis' brother in law, and sorted out the
dispute so that Francis might return safely. The 10 000 acre estate where Francis was allegedly
using other people's property (slaves were, after all, considered property that could be bought
and sold) was Julianton, named for his wife. He grew a motley collection of products there –
corn, potatoes, rice, peas and indigo – and naturally built a house there.
But times change. The Treaty of Paris in 1783, which ended the war of the American
Revolution, ceded Florida to Spain (which had really wanted Gibraltar, but was persuaded to
accept Florida instead). Francis did not fancy the prospect of living under Spanish rule, and
returned to London in 1784, leaving his second offspring, another Francis (commonly known
as Frank to avoid confusion with his father), to sort out the estate with his mother, Julian. She
joined her husband in London by 1785.
Frank decided that Florida did not offer much prospect, and it would be better to shift the whole
plantation to Jamaica and New Providence, in the Bahamas. He engaged a schooner to carry
the load, including the house that had stood on the plantation, the slaves that worked it, and
everything else that was associated with it. Sadly, calculating loads was not his strong point;
the schooner did not have the capacity to take everything, and a substantial amount of material
and a number of the slaves were left on the beach, never to be recovered. He returned to London
in 1786 to claim compensation for his losses from the British government – after all, they had
handed his country over to a foreign power, so they should cover his losses, he argued. He did
not succeed, and he set off on his travels again, this time to Georgia USA, with his wife
Charlotte in tow. We think – but cannot find evidence to substantiate it – that she was born in
Savannah, Georgia (her father, James Box, had been prominent there until 1764, when he
moved to East Florida to take a role in the colonial administration). There, Frank resurrected
the name ‘Julianton’ for the plantation he set up at Sapelo Sound, where he grew cotton. He
died there in August 1802. His daughter, Charlotte Julian Levett (my 3x great-grandmother)
was born in East Florida in 1783, but returned to London (presumably with her father), and
although we do not have any documentation to support the idea, probably remained there with
her grandparents until she married in Marylebone in 1806. She had had enough of travelling;
she maintained a domesticated existence with her husband in England.
The travelling Levetts had settled down.
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THE COMPUTER CORNER – NO. 49
Information for Family Historians using Computers

Computer Corner – A Virus on our Computer!
Rex Toomey
With several computers in our household and all connected to the internet, it was inevitable
one of them would be ‘infected’ by a computer virus. This happened recently and because
sound computer housekeeping procedures were followed, the problem was eliminated without
too much angst. Therefore, it was decided to document our experience and pass on some hints
and tips in case you find yourself in the same situation.
The virus is called the ‘MyBestOffersToday’ and it started out as a shortcut on
the MS Windows Desktop of one of our laptop computers which is rarely used.
There was no warning as to why it was there and may have been loaded when
‘surfing the net’.
Anyway, when I saw the unusual icon on the Desktop, I did a mouse click on it so that it could
be deleted. Immediately, the Google Chrome browse appear pointing to the website beginning
with ‘storage.googleapis...’ and was overlaid with a dire warning message. It began ‘The page
at https://storage.googleapis.com says: System Alert Browser Blocked for Security Reasons’
etc, etc, etc and advised ringing a telephone number to connect with the ‘Network and Security
Team’. A bigger problem seemed to be that my computer screen was locked and nothing I did
with the mouse seemed to work and more disturbingly, it appeared to be that I could not close
the browser.

A virus warning message, similar to that which was displayed
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Firstly, I immediately disconnected the computer from the internet. Usually, this means
disconnecting the ethernet cable but being a laptop it was connected via WiFi. Thus, I clicked
the ‘internet’ icon on the Task Bar and disconnected the computer from there.
Next, I went to another computer and did a search on Google for the unusual website
‘storage.googleapis...’. I quickly discovered it was a corrupted website that generates a fake
security alert. Basically, it is a ‘tech scam’ support site, created by cyber criminals to steal
victims’ money by showing bogus security alerts which lure victims into ringing up and then
succumbing to their expensive services. In addition, contacting the provided toll-free ‘hot line’
can be an issue because the people behind it work in collaboration with the adware owners.
You are likely to be offered an anti-virus program which may be unreliable or even harm
your computer.1
If you do ring the number, be aware the criminals may try and get you to type in commands
which will give them full access to your computer. Never, ever allow anyone to access your
computer remotely unless you trust the person on the end of the line.
The instructions for removing this virus were quite
straightforward. It started with accessing the Task
Manager and stopping the browser running. This was
easily done by holding down the Ctrl and Shift keys,
then pressing the Esc key. The Task Manager screen
was displayed with the Google Chrome details
shown. Each instance of the browser was removed
and once that was done, Google Chrome was gone
and I had my computer back (and ‘unlocked’). There
were other instructions and these are detailed on
several helpful anti-virus websites. I then discovered
a folder on my C: drive to where the desktop link was
pointing, and I manually deleted this as well so that I could
(finally) remove the Desktop shortcut.
So, my biggest gripe in all of this was the loss of time in finding
the problem and then applying a solution. Of course, there are
other more virulent forms of computer viruses and everyone needs
to be aware of them and be prepared. This is best done by having
quality anti-virus computer software and keeping your computer
up to date with the latest MS Windows upgrades. If you have not
installed version 10 of Windows, I urge you to do so as soon as
possible. Only then will your computer and its data be in the best
position possible to be protected from the computer criminals.
1 https://www.quora.com/What-is-Storage-googleapis-com
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DOUGLAS VALE HISTORIC HOMESTEAD AND VINEYARD VISIT
Rex & Yvonne Toomey
On Wednesday 4 October 2017, a beautiful spring morning greeted eight members of the
Society who spent a relaxing and informative two hours at the Douglas Vale Historic
Homestead and Vineyard. Situated just out of town on the Oxley Highway, this property has
its homestead and outbuildings classified by the National Trust of Australia. It was therefore a
great thrill for the members to partake in this visit under the guidance of our energetic Social
events Coordinator, Margaret Blight.
Upon arrival we were provided
with an enjoyable ‘Devonshire
Tea.’ This consisted of a huge
scone piled high with delicious
jam and tasty cream to
accompany our choice of tea or
coffee. We relaxed in the
covered dining area that
overlooks the property and
watched the many volunteers
at their chores. This included
sweeping up the innumerable
leaves from the stand of
bamboo which was shedding
like snowflakes due to the
ongoing lack of rainfall. Other
volunteers were busy tending
Douglas Vale Homestead and Gardens
Photo courtesy: Yvonne Toomey
gardens, setting up wine
tasting and working on the
grape vines. Just before the tour began, a volunteer placed ‘Topiary’ into position for the day’s
visitors; this is one of Port Macquarie’s famous ‘Hello Koalas’.

After morning tea, we were privileged to be given a special tour of the property and homestead
by Ian Cupit from the Douglas Vale Conservation Group. Ian has been curator for over 20
years and has encyclopaedic knowledge of the property and its former inhabitants. As Ian
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conducted us through the old homestead, he explained that it was George Francis and his
family who settled there in Port Macquarie from 1862 and established the Douglas Vale
property. From the beginning, wine was made from the Isabella grape variety and the property
still has some of these vines today. Ian was also keen for our members to understand that the
main aim of the volunteers these days is to work hard to ‘conserve and interpret’ the homestead
and property rather than trying to restore it.
The various rooms in the homestead building have wonderful heirlooms from the families who
formerly lived on the property. This treasure trove includes such diverse items as sailing boat
racing trophies, portraits, a 200-year-old sea chest, a gold mining seat and pick head, exquisite
crocheting and knitting handiwork and a wooden sign from 1835. This sign was painted by the
original owner of the property George Francis when he was on a whaling vessel which was
stuck in ice for six months and 27 of the crew had died. Ian also provided information about
other historic links to the property including that of Ben Boyd’s ship, the Wanderer which was
wrecked in a gale off Port Macquarie on 12 November 1851. The kitchen area was particularly
quaint although it had been renovated in the early years prior to the decision to conserve rather
than restore.
Finally, we were shown the new undertaking to rebuild the original wine cellar that was
knocked down in 1946. The proposal is to move the wine tasting to the restored cellar and
create an oyster tasting room in the existing wine tasting room.
With the tour now finished, it was
time for our members to sample the
delicious range of wines produced
from the grapes grown on the
property. After an agonising
decision between the red and white
wines and the port, several
members contributed to the
ongoing work of the Douglas Vale
volunteers by making informed
choices from the tasty array of
beverages. Three bottles of the
unique Douglas Vale ‘Prunes in
Portobello’ were also purchased by
the obvious connoisseurs in the
Our Members enjoying the moment. Photo courtesy: Ian Goulding
group! To complete the day,
volunteer Ian Goulding took the
group down to the actual vines and orchard with its original fruit trees, some well over 100
years old. There was also a relaxing fish pond together with a small planting of pineapples and
grove of sugar cane to reflect previous products produced on the site.
A big thank you goes out to Margaret Blight for her work in organising this tour for the Society
and especially the members who took up the offer and had such an enjoyable day. These were
Anne Gaffney, Lyn Workman, Anne Pope, Bob and Pauline Hinksman and Yvonne and
Rex Toomey.
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES
Renewals
Payable at
1st July each year
Single
Family
Footsteps Journal
editions—November,
February, May, August

$30.00
$40.00

New Members
1st July to
1st Jan to
30th June
30th June
$35.00
$45.00

$20.00
$25.00

4 issues included in Membership fees
Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year.

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH
The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up
to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where
appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for
further research.
Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and
include details of relevant information and sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire
via mail and include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer,
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444.
INFOEMAIL
Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have
provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not
miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail.
If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails
are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews
now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website.
RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
General assistance with family history—local, Australian and overseas—is available for
members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our
volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a
break over Christmas.
RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP
The Research Support Group for members is held Port Macquarie-Hastings Library in the
Technology Room, from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after the General Meeting. A focus
topic, from the demonstration given at the General Meeting is followed by general family
history assistance. A cuppa is available. Bring your laptop if you have one, but it is not essential
as there are some computers available in the room.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc.
Publication Name

Member
Price

Normal
Price

Weight

$27

$30

905g

$3.00

$3

25g

$3.00

$3

30g

$5.00

$5

54g

$27

$30

440g

$18

$20

n/a

$10

$15

n/a

$27

$30

n/a

$27

$30

n/a

$27

$30

n/a

Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials (B&W)
Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life
Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp)
Starting Your Family History
(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp)
Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets
1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp)
Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts:
Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (Book)
Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts:
Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM)
Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers
1796-1825 (CD-ROM)
Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families
(CD-ROM in colour)
Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April
1821-1826 (CD-ROM)
General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions &
Images (CD-ROM) Only a few remaining

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage
Postage Australia Wide
Up to 250g (Large letter)
250g to 500g (Large letter)
Over 500g (Prepaid satchel)

$3.00
$5.00
$15.00

Holds one book only
Holds several books

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several
books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL
overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be
possible. Please contact the Secretary (see page 2).
An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au
Please complete the order form and send with your payment to:
The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc.
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444
Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society
Inc. If you would like to order over the internet and pay by direct deposit, please send an email
to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au for the Society’s banking details and a direct deposit reference.
Pre-payment is required, however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC.
PO Box 1359
Port Macquarie NSW 2444
Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au
Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
Mobile: 0475 132 804

Our Research Home
Local Studies/Family History Room
Port Macquarie-Hastings Library
Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets
Port Macquarie NSW 2444

Our Meeting Room
CC Mac Adams Music Centre
Gordon Street
Port Macquarie NSW 2444
(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre)

The Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with:
The Royal Australian Historical Society
The Parramatta Female Factory
A Committee Member of the
Society of the NSW & ACT Association
of Family History Societies Inc.

This Journal is printed by Fuji Xerox
4/18 Short St, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 – phone: 02 6584 0800
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