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EDITORIAL 
By Shirley Aitchison 

Cover image: The tiled wall depicting the names of people who paid £5 in 1965 for their names 

to be inscribed on a tile to raise funds to build the Port Macquarie Memorial Swimming Pool 

amenities building.  

This issue includes interesting short stories from the ‘writing group’ by John Stephenson and 

Diane Gillespie. I encourage members of this group to submit their stories for publication.  

Richard Grimmond has been reflecting on his treasured memories, while Marilyn Ayres wrote 

about Frederick Meredith, a First Fleeter. Rex and Yvonne Toomey have shared some 

interesting findings in some divorce case papers while visiting the NSW Archives at 

Kingswood. I have included a little about my father, which is an excerpt from a family story I 

am writing for my children. 

Want to know how to snip a saved image from Trove? see Rex’s Computer Corner for 

instructions. Also, a good description of the Biographical Database of Australia by Rex & 

Yvonne Toomey. Kerry Heffernan has provided some information about keeping search 

records safe and using various programs he has discovered. 

Enjoy reading your issue of Footsteps, I look forward to receiving your story about WW1 

ancestors – returning home, grandad’s medals, soldier settlements, diaries – for the next issue.  
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PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS’ WORTH 

Diane Gillespie 

August is National Family History Month which heralds an opportunity to promote family 

history within our community. 

Appropriately, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is conducting its Annual 

General Meeting during this month and is holding a Beginners’ Seminar to enhance the skills 

of those who are embarking on this popular hobby that we all share. 

In the past three months, members of our Society have travelled to Coffs Harbour to meet with 

like-minded family historians to hear Judy Webster discuss asylum records that pertained 

particularly to Queensland. 

I was pleased to host a volunteers’ morning tea at Sea Acres in Port Macquarie in June, where 

we recognised the work undertaken by our dedicated volunteers who generously give of their 

time to fill the many roles within our Society – from Executive and Committee positions; 

volunteering for library duty; conducting support groups; catering for meetings; assisting           

in the many roles involved in conducting a successful Fair; or organising the envelopes              

for Footsteps.  

However, the culmination of this year would have to be the launch of our latest publication, 

‘Tile Tales’. It is the second publication we have launched in 2018 and has been the result of 

six years’ work by a dedicated band of volunteers, ably led by Yvonne Toomey. 

The book sprung from a local Rotary project where members of the public were approached 

to meet a shortfall in funding for the amenities block, when the local swimming pool was 

constructed in the mid-1960s. Researching the owners of all the names on the tiles proved to 

be a greater task than originally imagined but the effort has been more than worthwhile, 

producing a 750 page comprehensive, contemporary history of Port Macquarie at a time when 

the ‘sleepy fishing village’ was on the cusp of becoming a tourist haven. 

The guest speakers who attend our general meetings have provided members with a varied 

approach to the many aspects of family history or areas of local history and members have 

supported us with our selection.  

Our Committee members give freely of their 

time and expertise and have proved to be a 

cohesive and knowledgeable group – and as 

President, I would like to thank them for 

giving so much to our Society. 

The executive of our Society does a 

remarkable job, supporting one another and 

always able to step into the breach to 

support me, which is greatly appreciated. 

As we approach the Annual General Meeting and the election of our committee for               

2018–2019, I would like to thank all members of our Society for their support during the past 

year. Your renewal of membership of our Society keeps our love of family history alive. As 

we continue to support each other PMDFHS continues to be strong. 

Committee members 2017–2018 
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NEW MEMBERS 

By Jennifer Mullin 

Welcome to new members — 

Steve Fiveash, Ted Fortune, Winsome Howard and Heather Jenkinson. 

 

FOOTSTEPS CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Please send your contribution(s) for the November 2018 edition of Footsteps to 

editor@pmdfhs.org.au by Sunday 23 September 2018 with ‘Footsteps Article’ in the subject 

line. Articles can be submitted at any earlier time for consideration. 

Photos and illustrations are important and generally enhance a story. Please 

attach photos separately as JPGs and indicate the preferred position for 

them in the article. Articles should be limited to 1500–1550 words with up 

to four photos, or up to 1800 words without photos. When inserting 

references in articles, please use numbers (not Roman Numerals) and have 

them as endnotes.  

Articles submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the author or 

contributor submitting the articles. If the writing is not the work of the author, permission must 

be sought from the original author where possible, and the source of the work must be indicated 

in the article when it is submitted. 

Views expressed by authors and contributors to this journal are not necessarily those of              

the Society. All articles and items in this journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise 

indicated. No portion of this journal may be reproduced without written permission of               

the Society.  

Members whose articles are published in Footsteps, will have their names included in a         

draw in May the following year. The person whose name is drawn will receive a one-year 

PMDFHS membership. 

 

A LITTLE HUMOUR DURING 1918 

By Rex Toomey 

I found the item at right, on page 13 of the 

September 1918 edition of the War Chest 

Review.  

It is nice to know that after four years of 

murderous war, there was still time to 

have a laugh. 
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TILE TALES LAUNCH 

 

On 2nd July 2018, Tile Tales, the latest publication 

by the Port Macquarie & Districts Family History 

Society, was officially launched at the CC Mac 

Adams Music Centre. Despite it being a cold and 

wet Monday afternoon, there were over 50 people 

in attendance. It soon became evident that 

everyone present was very interested in hearing 

about the work involved in producing this book and 

eager to obtain a copy before they were all sold. 

The proceedings were opened by President, Diane 

Gillespie who welcomed the dignitaries, members 

and visitors. After addressing the gathering, Diane 

introduced Yvonne Toomey, the project manager 

of Tile Tales. Yvonne provided an outline of all the 

work involved in writing the stories for the book 

with lots of interesting snippets relating to the 

many difficulties along the way. The audience was 

amused to hear that some people who had 

purchased a tile over 50 years ago, said that should 

the pool be closed or replaced, they were adamant 

they wanted their tile back! 

Neil Porter, the Vice-President of the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie was introduced. As the 

sale of tiles in 1965 was a Rotary project to raise money for the swimming pool amenities 

block, it was most appropriate that a Rotary representative should officially launch the book. 

Neil’s speech emphasised the importance of recognising the various plaques spread across the 

district, on which the names of tireless workers and volunteers appear. The Rotary ‘name-on-

a-tile’ project in 1965 was quite new and novel, yet it raised over $5000 at the time. 

With Tile Tales officially launched, State Member for Port Macquarie Leslie Williams 

addressed the audience with the theme of communities working together to make a difference 

in regional communities. This, of course, was reflected in both the subject matter of the book 

as well as the efforts of the Society in working together to produce the book.  

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council Mayor Peta Pinson also spoke to the audience about the     

book and thanked everyone who participated, indicating that council was pleased to have     

been able to support Tile Tales with a grant from the Community Grants Program in this 

Bicentenary year. 

Yvonne’s husband Rex Toomey, Vice-President of the Port Macquarie & Districts Family 

History Society completed the formal part of the launch by thanking the editor Shirley 

Aitchison and the publishers, Openbook Howden, for their fine work in producing such an 

impressive book. Rex also made mention of the Society’s other recent publication, Port 

Macquarie-Hastings Cemetery Trail, a field guide, for which the Society also received a grant 

from the Port Macquarie-Hastings Council. 
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The proceedings were concluded after Rex recited a poem he had written recently which 

reflected the importance of past history encapsulating the true meaning of Tile Tales: 

History’s not a fleeting thought nor a memory’s faded light, 

It’s not an unremembered dream or shadows in the night. 

It’s need to know and understand, the place from whence we came, 

And know despite our differences, that we are all the same. 

It’s in respect for ancient lands, the Birpai have shown, 

It’s in the lives of ancestors we have or have not known. 

It’s people working hand in hand, like names upon a wall, 

Recording lives and writing books that benefit us all. 

And thus, there now is ‘Tile Tales’ to celebrate the past, 

Recording people and their lives from history’s canvas vast. 

Following the launch, Yvonne was available to sign copies of the Tile Tales and chat with 

some of the family members whose stories appeared in the book. Those attending were invited 

to partake of some light refreshments which were provided by members of the society to 

celebrate the launch of the book.  

 

 

  

PMDFHS – Launch of ‘Tile Tales’ – Monday 2nd July 2018 – CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

L–R: Gil Padarin-Innes (Past President Rotary Club of Port Macquarie), Rex Toomey (Vice President PMDFHS), 

Neil Porter (Vice President Rotary Club of Port Macquarie), Peta Pinson (Mayor Port Macquarie-Hastings 

Council), Yvonne Toomey (PMDFHS Committee, ‘Tile Tales’ Project Manager), Leslie Williams MP  

(Member for Port Macquarie), Shirley Aitchison (PMDFHS Committee, ‘Tile Tales’ Editor),  

Diane Gillespie (President PMDFHS) 
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THE DINA DIARY – NO. 7  

Using Genetics for Genealogy 

By Ken Hunt 

 

One of the most amazing things about doing a DNA test is that cousins seem to ‘pop up’ when 

we least expect it. Children of great uncles and aunts on branches we would never have 

bothered to uncover and, best of all, some of them are living nearby and we can contact them. 

Contacting our cousins provides us with a completely new perspective on our own family tree. 

They have photos, memories, stories and even names that we don’t have. So how do we find 

these cousins? 

Step 1. Take a DNA test 

My recommendation for which company to test your DNA with has changed over the years. 

My advice now is to test with AncestryDNA – they often have sales – and then upload your 

raw DNA to FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA), MyHeritageDNA and GEDmatch. All of these 

uploads are free, and it means that you are now swimming in four genetic genealogy 

information ponds. On the other hand, Ancestry does not permit uploading from other test 

companies, but it has the largest number of participants from many countries around the world. 

Step 2. Checking your matches 

Once we have taken a test and waited the obligatory six weeks or so for the results to come 

back, we will notice that we have a lot of people who match us. I have included screen shots 

below, of the three most popular test companies and their match lists. As you can see in Figure 

1, the AncestryDNA list of matches for me includes names, an estimation of the relationship 

that we have, the strength (confidence) of the match and a green button for viewing this match.  
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In figure 2, MyHeritage DNA match list has more details. Like Ancestry, it estimates 

relationships, but also includes the amount of DNA I share with my match as well as the 

number of chromosome segments.  

In Figure 3, FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA) provides me with a lot more information. I get the 

name of my match and an email to contact them directly. Because I have a tree on this site that 

is linked to some of my matches, it is able to ‘phase’ them – that is tell me whether that match 

is on my maternal or paternal side – blue squares with a male silhouette for my father’s side 

and red squares with a female outline for my mother’s. FTDNA provides me with the size and 

number of segments I share, whether the match has taken any other DNA tests, whether they 

have a tree and also provides a list of ancestral surnames. 
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It is also worthwhile uploading your DNA to GEDmatch, a free (apart from their Tier 1 tools) 

web site run by volunteers. This allows you to compare your DNA results with those who have 

uploaded their tests from other companies – such as AncestryDNA, 23andMe and WeGene (an 

Asian-based testing site). Some sites let you download a copy of your matches to a *.csv file 

which you can save as a spreadsheet (such as Microsoft Excel). In this way you can manipulate 

your data – sorting by name, number of shared centiMorgans and even suggested relationship.  

Step 3. Finding a common ancestor 

So where do we go from here to find our ancestors? The first way is to look at the easy matches 

first. These are the 1st – 2nd cousins and closer and then we can look at the next best group, 

our 2nd – 4th cousins. At the level of 1st cousin we share a set of grandparents – a total of four 

people – with the people that we match, while at 4th cousin, we should share great-great-great 

-grandparents (a total of 32 pairs to choose from). The next thing is to look at those matches 

that have family trees and try to find that common ancestor. If your tree, or that of your match, 

does not go back far enough, then look for common surnames, individuals and places. Once 

you have determined how one or two of your cousins match you, then you may be able to use 

this information to look for others who are shared as a match. In AncestryDNA they can be 

found by looking at ‘Shared Matches’ and if someone matches one of your known matches 

then there is a high possibility that the match is to that common ancestor. Note that while 

Ancestry calls them ‘Shared Matches’, FTDNA calls them ‘In Common With’ and MyHeritage 

‘Shared DNA Matches’. 

If you have tested close relatives on your maternal and/or paternal side, then determining on 

which branch a match sits becomes somewhat easier. If a person matches you and your 

maternal relative, then the common ancestor is on your mother’s side of the family. Should the 

person match you but not your maternal relative then there is a high possibility that the 

common ancestor is sitting on your father’s twig of the tree. 
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Now is the time to eliminate those matches that cannot possibly be related to the common 

ancestor you are seeking. This is done by removing those with the wrong geography such as 

ethnicity or nationality. Also remove those that are on the wrong side of the tree e.g. your 

father’s and not your mother’s. In this way, the number of ancestors you are searching through 

to locate your common ancestors is narrowed down. 

Step 4. Triangulation 

In a similar way to map triangulation, where you identify two points on your map which then 

enables you to determine your location, DNA triangulation allows you to find your common 

ancestor. To do this you need to use a chromosome browser – provided by FTDNA, GEDmatch 

and MyHeritage but not by Ancestry – to identify at least two matches that overlap your DNA 

segment on a particular chromosome. To quote Kitty Cooper – ‘The way to prove the common 

ancestor is to see if A and B match each other in the same place that they match you. This is 

what we call triangulation.’1 As you can see in Figure 5, chromosome 6 has four people (A, B, 

C & D) that overlap and match with one of my 1st cousin’s DNA. This indicates that these four 

matches share a common ancestor with him. Of the four people, I know that D is another 1st 

cousin and therefore, I know who their common ancestors are, but I need to either contact the 

other matches or look at their family trees (or both). They are all 2nd – 4th cousins so it is back 

to searching through the traditional paper-trail to determine how far back our common 

ancestors lived. 

As mentioned above, we are usually provided with a range of relationships by most of the 

testing companies, for example 2nd – 4th cousin. This means that your shared common ancestor 

will be somewhere between a great-grandparent and a great-great-great-grandparent. Knowing 

the age (and therefore the generational level) of your match is important. If you are 70 and 

your match is 30 then – using the previous example – your common ancestor may be, say, your 

great-grandparent whereas to your match the common ancestor is a great-great-grandparent. 

If you want to know more about how to find your ancestors using DNA then there is a good 

video on YouTube by the Irish genetic genealogist Dr. Maurice Gleeson called ‘Using DNA 

to solve unknown parentage cases’2 in which he shows how to use DNA testing to help break 

through even the most resilient brick wall. You can also come along to our DNA Support 

Group meetings and ask questions.  

1 http://blog.kittycooper.com/2015/02/triangulation-proving-a-common-ancestor/ 

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59AIBHR1-Vs 

                                           

  

http://blog.kittycooper.com/2015/02/triangulation-proving-a-common-ancestor/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59AIBHR1-Vs
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A TREASURE CHEST OF MEMORIES 

By Richard Grimmond 

There is one big advantage being 91– my treasure chest of memories is brimming full and 

spilling over. I look at kids of today with their noses stuck to their mobile phones and I think 

that they are living in a ‘Now’ world without the slightest concept of what went before them 

that put them in that comfortable position. They could not possibly imagine a telephone 

without numbers, but I can. 

When my mother and I called my auntie, we had to walk half way across our Newcastle suburb 

to a telephone box on a corner and turn a small crank handle to alert the operator who asked 

for the number we required. My mother said the number clearly, there was a pause then the 

operator would tell her to ‘put in’ her two pennies. Mum had to be sure a tram was not passing 

or the sound of them falling in could not be heard and she would have to insert another two. 

Incidentally the mouthpiece was a little black truncated cone, fixed to the wall and the earpiece 

was attached to a long cord. The telephone box itself only covered us from the waist up. Legs 

were exposed to the wind and rain. Yes, that was how we made a phone call when I was a boy, 

using a telephone without numbers and costing two pennies. 

Todays’ kids buy meat at the supermarket neatly packaged in clear plastic. The bar code is 

scanned, they tap their card and leave, but I remember going to the Butcher, when I stood for 

hours waiting for the butcher in his blue and white striped apron to lift an animal carcass from 

the ‘butcher’s hook’ on the rail around the shop and chop it up on a huge three feet diameter 

wooden block, that was a part of a tree trunk, with the end grain hollowed with constant use 

and an occasional scrub with a wire brush. The customers were silently waiting, standing on a 

sawdust covered floor. Sawdust was about an inch deep all over the floor to prevent butcher 

or customers slipping on blood. Water trickled down the glass shop windows to discourage 

blowflies and the bottoms of the windows were decorated with 

fresh green parsley. There was always a strong smell of Flytox 

that was sprayed around to kill the flies. For a small boy, going 

to the butchers to get three pounds of chuck steak for a shilling, 

was quite an experience. 

I recently looked at the kids of today going across Sydney 

Harbour on the Manly Ferry, sitting on soft upholstered seats with their noses in their mobile 

phones and thought of all the things they were missing. I remember when I was a small boy 

on the Manly Ferry, rushing to the centre of the ship to see the big engine working. The noise 

and the smell of the hot oil and the steam generated excitement. Then to see the huge pistons 

plunging back and forth looked so powerful. The brass fittings were polished and shone like a 

king’s crown. The spinning governor, all the gauges and the drumming deafening noise all 

added to the excitement of going across the harbour on the Manly Ferry, that todays’ kids will 

never know. 

My dad worked in the railway, so we had a free pass for all our holidays and going by train 

was always an adventure. I remember the leather seats and the red cedar fittings and how 

excited we were. But there were some ‘down’ sides, like going into a tunnel and the frantic 

rush to put the windows down, as clouds of black smoke choked everyone, or being stopped 

at a siding when a cattle train slowly rattled past with smells that made us again rush to close     

the windows.  
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How I remember the ding, ding, ding as we arrived at a Railway Refreshment Room (with 

RRR on the cups), when we all jumped out of the carriage and ran along the platform to push 

and shove for a steaming cup of tea and a delicious slice of Railway fruit cake; an era that has 

long passed that not many people would remember. 

As I stir among the memories, I smile at what rises to the top. There are the pieces of soap with 

thin green mosquito sticks stuck in them. Many a time I have gone to sleep being mesmerised 

by two red glowing dots in the inky blackness. That reminds me of the sticky coils of flypaper 

hanging from the kitchen light and the sounds of dying flies stuck by their wings before gauze 

windows were common. 

Does anyone remember the ice chest when the ice boy brought a block of ice from the ice cart 

right inside the house and put it in the ice chest to cool the food, long before refrigerators? I 

remember well because I was an ice-boy. 

Then there was washing day – yes, a full day that started early in the morning 

with lighting the coal or wood fire under the copper, cutting up pieces of soap 

with an old knife and poking the clothes with a long copper stick, (usually an old 

broom handle,) followed by the glass or wooden scrubbing board then turning 

the wringer handle, now we just press a button. Not to forget the ‘Reckitt’s blue 

bag and ‘Star’ brand starch for the collars and cuffs, finally to fly them high on 

the clothesline using bush clothes-props. 

As I dig deeper in the treasure chest of memories, I find memories of growing up in the great 

depression. I remember poor kids waiting until I had eaten an apple then asking for the core. 

It was the only fruit they had. I remember too, seeing humpy camps of families with nowhere 

to live so they made a humpy with packing cases and sheets of galvanized iron. These 

unemployed camps were on vacant land all over Newcastle. 

On the brighter side, I remember seeing Charles Kingsford Smith land his aeroplane at 

Newcastle and I actually touched his plane, the Southern Cross. My Dad said, ‘You will be 

able to tell your grandchildren, one day.’ I did better than that, I’m telling the whole of the 

Family History Society. 

Then there were all the backdoor callers. Firstly, there were the hungry unemployed men who 

wanted to dig the garden or chop the wood for a couple of bob. My Mum always gave them a 

cup of tea on the back steps. 

Next were the singers and whistlers and yodellers who would perform on the street corner then 

take an upturned hat from door to door. 

Then came the ‘rabbito’ and 

the ‘bottleo’ calling from 

their cart as well as the 

Rawleigh’s Ointment man 

with his big bag of 

ointments that he lugged 

from door to door.  

The baker and milkman also delivered from door 

to door with horse and cart.  
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There were so many horse-drawn carts that my billycart was often filled with horse manure 

for my Dad’s garden. Can you imagine kids of today putting down their mobile phones and 

collecting horse manure off the suburban streets? 

I stir a little more and I find memories of going to Newcastle Beach on Saturdays. There would 

be fifty families all with white tablecloths on the tables just off the promenade on the southern 

end of Newcastle Beach with the Dads queuing with teapots in hand waiting for boiling water 

for sixpence at the kiosk. I went back to Newcastle beach recently and that area is now derelict.  

Would you believe that my English grandparents taught me to paddle, yes paddle! Fully 

clothed with pants rolled up we excitedly ran in and out of the waves. Try to teach that to 

modern-day kids! 

Speaking of grandparents reminds me of being given a penny to spend occasionally. What 

could you buy with a penny? A little ice-cream in a pink cone was a penny. Grown-ups’ big 

ice-creams in a brownish cone were threepence but an orange ‘frost’ was as big as the grown-

ups’ and was only a penny. A toffee apple was a penny, a packet of licorice cigarettes was 

good value for a penny, but best of all was a thin Nestles chocolate in a bright red wrapper 

about 2 ½” x 1 ¼” and it contained a coloured picture with a sticky back to be put in a special 

album. I managed to fill my album and I was fascinated with the golden death masks and the 

huge stone carvings of Egypt as well as the colourful rock formations of the National Parks of 

America. Could that have been the spark that ignited my urge to travel in later life?  

The year was 1936 and I was nine years old. I remember my Newcastle dentist sitting on a 

bicycle seat and pedalling a dentist drill! I kid you not! I can still feel every bumpy revolution. 

Another memory is watching the blacksmith on my way home from school in Newcastle in 

1937. I would hang over the smooth slip-rail and intently watch every operation of shoeing a 

horse. Consequently, in each of my books, I always include a horse being shod and it is 

described precisely by an eye witness with a vivid memory. 

Kids of today could not imagine a whole adolescent lifetime without TV, but I survived. We 

went to dances or the whole family stood around the piano and sang our hearts out until 

midnight. We would visit friends and play party games or just talk, there was always plenty to 

do. We entertained ourselves, we didn’t have to be entertained; it was a different world. And 

as far as electronic dating, that is the last straw. Meeting people was the fun in life. 

Today the words ‘Harley-Davidson’ conjure up images of leather jackets, beards and tattoos 

but when I was a boy our family was very proud of our Harley-Davidson and side-car. It 

provided family transport for shopping and picnics and even camping holidays. 

My Dad was alive when the first aeroplane left the ground in 1903, and before he died a man 

landed on the moon. In my life time I have seen telephone calls evolve from asking for a 

number verbally to a mobile phone that can be used to speak to anyone in the world instantly 

and hold a whole library of data. 

One day I will have to close the lid on my treasure chest of memories and turn the key and 

lock away the memories of a bygone era, but in the meantime thank you for enabling me to 

share those happy memories with you. 
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MY EARLIEST ANCESTORS 

An abbreviated tale of my great-great grandparents 

— you can’t have one without the other! 

by John Stephenson 

On 28 March 1820, a conviction of 14 years transportation to NSW, for being ‘in possession 

of forged £1 Bank notes’ sent William Alexander Jackson and his two accomplices on a 

terrifying, but also exciting adventure. 

William, born in 1786 in Edinburgh, Scotland, with no known family, sailed to Sydney on the 

Hebe together with 159 other convicts, arriving there on 31 December 1820. Records described 

him being 5’7½” tall, fair complexion, brown hair and hazel eyes. His occupation listed him 

as a Wire Worker. According to Muster Records, William, on arrival in the colony was 

assigned to the Honourable HG Douglas, Magistrate at Parramatta.  

His exemplary conduct was so impressive that in 1824, after HG Douglas received a land grant 

of four square miles to graze cattle, William was placed in charge. Records show that around 

that time, Douglas’ property was running two horses, 95 cattle, 600 sheep and 40 hogs. 

As luck would have it, a 23-year-old female convict 

named Caroline Turner, height 5’2½”, complexion 

fresh, brown hair, blue eyes and a cook (by 

occupation), arrived in Sydney aboard the Mary 3, 

after being sentenced to seven years transportation for 

thieving goods to the value of 20 shillings. She was 

assigned to Mr Andrew Nash of the Woolpack Hotel 

at Parramatta. A strong relationship between William 

and Caroline formed and on 5 January 1825, young 

William Alexander Jnr, was born.  

William Snr received a ‘Conditional Pardon’ in 

September of that year and following receipt by 

Caroline of ‘Permission to Marry’ from the Court, they 

were married on 3 October 1825, at St John’s 

Parramatta. In 1827, Ester was born followed by James in 1828. Caroline received a 

‘Certificate of Freedom’ on 3 December 1829. 

In the intervening years, William applied for and was granted 100 acres on the Liverpool Rd 

at Botany (later called Irishtown and finally Bankstown). On this allotment he constructed a 

tavern, that he named ‘The Plough Inn’, later renamed ‘The Royal Arms’. Here, business was 

lucrative, and his land grant was extended with the addition of a further 80 acres.  

Cobb & Co began operations to Bathurst in 1862 but coach companies were established a lot 

earlier. In 1829, one of the first Sydney coach companies was the ‘Liverpool Royal Mail’, 

operated and owned by William, whilst still managing the Inn with Caroline. The daily 3½ 

hour coach run was from Liverpool Bridge to Sydney in the morning and back at night for a 

fare of ‘inside 4 shillings and outside 2 shillings 6 pence’. The coach company was later sold, 

as William took up 320 acres of land, granted to him as a reward for assisting in the capture of 

bushrangers who had held up his hotel.  
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The land was at Gundaroo, south of Lake George where in 1832, he constructed the first 

substantial buildings in the town, and he named his building ‘The Harrow Inn’. It was built of 

locally made brick by William Jackson and was licensed on 17 June 1834. William then 

brought his family down from Sydney. The Inn did very well, being the only licensed premises 

in the district and thus the meeting place for many.  

In 1834, William acquired a further 640 acres at auction, adjacent to the 320 he already owned, 

and was well on the way to 

becoming landed gentry. 

Not all plans run smoothly, 

as on the morning of 2 

September 1837, William’s 

body was discovered in the 

creek behind the Inn. It is 

suggested that he was murdered, and his body dumped in the creek. Of course, there were no 

resources or police in the area in those days to investigate such unsavoury propositions, 

however it is written that the details surrounding his death are never to be released.1 

Caroline continued to run the Harrow Inn at Gundaroo as 

well as the Royal Arms in Sydney. With the help of her 

brother, she also opened a store in part of the Harrow and 

called this ‘The Caledonian’. Through neglect of the 

businesses, the licence for the Inn was relinquished in 1841 

and insolvency cases were incurred. Although busy with 

legalities, family and travel to and from Sydney, she found 

time to marry David Duncombe in 1846. After becoming a 

widow for the second time Caroline married Alfred Martin 

in 1849. Caroline was widowed yet again sometime in 1865. 

Caroline battled on and aged in her 90s, was still fighting 

William’s land ownership cases, not only in the New South 

Wales Supreme Court, but in the London Privy Council (all 

of which she won). After outliving three husbands and two of her children, she died at the age 

of 97 in 1895.

1 Book by Errol Lea-Scarlet titled ‘GUNDAROO’ 
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RESEARCHING YOUR ANCESTORS 

Samuell Pinney, Pynney or Pyny  

by Diane Gillespie 

The woman struggled against the chilling wind as she and her husband, Samuel strode along 

the high street on their way to the old family church. Wrapped in her shawl, against her warm 

body, was her young son who was to be welcomed into the community of St Andrew on this 

day of 24 Nov 1692.1 

St Andrew’s Church in Chardstock, Dorset2 was the family church and formed the centre of 

the community in which the Pynney family lived.3 The church was originally constructed in 

the fifteenth century and had been in use since that time, with major renovations to occur in 

the 1840s. The records contained therein noted the earliest known baptism of a Pynney child, 

was when John, the son of John Pynney, was baptised on 25 December 1581.4 There was no 

mention of the mother in the record. Records prior to this date have not survived. It was only 

some 48 years since the retention of parish registers of baptisms were so ordered by Thomas 

Cromwell after the split with Rome.5 

At the time of young Samuell’s baptism in 1692, William III and Mary occupied the throne of 

England6 and it was the time of the Little Ice Age in Britain7, where the winters were colder 

and wetter than in the previous century. Farm harvests throughout the 1690s were poor and 

families in Dorset, Devon and surrounding counties barely survived, existing from hand to 

mouth and by both husband and wife toiling from dawn to dusk. 

Being born at the beginning of a new century, Samuell was to witness greater change in his 

lifetime than any of his family had before. The 1700s heralded a new age for Britain as the rate 

of industrialisation increased markedly throughout the century, Prior to 1701, all crops were 

sown by hand8 and a 3-field system was employed to rotate the crops.  

St Andrews Church, Chardstock ©Copyright Rog Frost and licensed for 

reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 
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The eighteenth century saw new farming methods employed where, not only were crops 

rotated, but there were turnips planted in the fallow field, increasing its viability and enriching 

the soil. The turnips were fed to the livestock, thereby eliminating the need to slaughter them 

prior to winter as the farmers could not afford to feed them. The Enclosed Lands Act9 brought 

farms into one area and gave the farmer/tenant farmer more control and management over his 

farm, but it also led to common lands becoming unavailable for the small tenant farmer. 

In his teens, Samuell began a seven-year apprenticeship in husbandry with a local landowner, 

William Hull. At the end of his apprenticeship, Samuell possibly occupied a small cottage on 

the estate, that was in keeping with his newly appointed position of head husbandman and he 

brought his wife Mary (nee Hearne) there after their marriage. Samuell and Mary had several 

children of which Joel (born 1726) became my ancestor. 

By 1731, Samuell was accepting apprentices himself when the child, Rachael Row was 

apprenticed to him to be taught housewifery until she was 21 years of age. Samuell signed 

Rachael’s apprenticeship documentation with an official seal from the estate on which he was 

employed as the head husbandman. 

This apprenticeship system10 would have provided the household with free labour for merely 

the cost of her keep and clothing. Rachael would have acquired the skills necessary to enable 

her to assume a position in another household at the conclusion of her apprenticeship. 

Samuell was acting on behalf of his employer, William Hull. Samuell and his wife Mary 

worked hard all their lives, existing on a monotonous diet of mainly bread and potatoes. Meat 

was considered a luxury and was only available occasionally. They drank beer and gin as the 

water possibly carried pollutants. Tea drinking increased in popularity throughout the 

century.11 

At the time of his death, Samuell had not travelled far from home. His life had centred around 

the community in which he lived, worshipped and toiled. The industrial revolution largely 

bypassed Dorset on its push forward and the community remained largely agriculturally based. 

It provided support when hard times occurred. It was within the churchyard at Chardstock that 

Samuell was buried, another knot on the string of human life. 

Note: Pinney/Pynney/Pyny has been spelt in various ways in many documents. Chardstock 

was located in Dorset until 1896 when it was transferred to the County of Devon. 

1 http://www.ancestorspeak.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Chardstock-Baptisms-to-1911.pdf p. 61 

2 https://ukga.org/england/Dorset/towns/Chardstock.html 

3 https://chardstockstandrewschurch.wordpress.com/about  

4 http://www.ancestorspeak.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Chardstock-Baptisms-to-1911.pdf p. 2 

5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parish_register  

6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1701_in_England  

7 https://www.eh-resources.org/little-ice-age  

8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jethro_Tull_(agriculturist)  

9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enclosure  

10 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/apprentices-and-masters/  

11 https://blogs.ancestry.com/cm/what-was-it-like-to-live-in-18th-century-england/  
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DIVORCE CASE PAPERS – A FAMILY HISTORIAN’S TREASURE TROVE 

By Rex and Yvonne Toomey 

(Photographs by Yvonne Toomey) 

The Divorce Case Papers at the New South Wales State Archives at Kingswood (SRNSW), 

can hold some real ‘gems’. Whilst visiting SRNSW some years ago, the papers of Yvonne’s 

uncle William Jackson and her father Clarence Jackson were accessed. The family was aware 

of these divorces and knew the reasons why the marriages failed; therefore, it was not expected 

that anything new would be added to the family history. This was a bad assumption. The 

biggest surprise came with the divorce papers of William Jackson. 

To begin with, William served in the First World War and 

married his first cousin Ethel Jane Jackson on 1st November 

1924. William’s service in the AIF 1st Mining Group 

together with the death of his brother George on 28th 

October 1917 left an indelible mark on his life, and like so 

many others he took to drinking. Within three years of the 

marriage, Ethel was seeking a divorce on the grounds of 

drunkenness and desertion. 

When the divorce case papers (1929/1440) were viewed, 

they were found to contain the usual solicitor’s paper 

bundles with various affidavits, which all made interesting 

reading. Then quite unexpectedly, the actual original 

marriage certificate was found. This was most surprising 

because quite often it is found that these types of documents 

are destroyed by one party or the other. This may be the 

result of the acrimonious nature of some divorces. In other 

divorce case papers, it is usual to find a certified extract of marriage from the Registrar of 

Births, Deaths and Marriages included, not the original certificate 

signed by all parties! 

In addition, one of the last documents in the file was an Affidavit of 

Service with a photograph affixed to the outside. On first glance the 

person was not recognised but later it was determined to be a 

previously unknown photograph of William Jackson. It had been 

torn from a larger (possibly wedding) photograph. Upon reading the 

contents of the Affidavit of Service, the purpose of the photograph 

became obvious. It is likely the person who served the divorce 

papers, used that photograph to identify William when the divorce 

petition was served.  

As an aside, the divorce case papers of Clarence Jackson also 

contained the original marriage certificate together with a hand-

written letter by Clarence seeking reconciliation with his first wife. 

Therefore, the viewing of the divorce case papers at SRNSW had 

been remarkable and very successful. Hopefully, your next visit to 

SRNSW will be as rewarding as ours.  

Previously unknown 

photograph of  

William Jackson 

Original Marriage Certificate of 

William and Ethel Jackson 
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THE LIFE OF FREDERICK MEREDITH 

One of the First Fleet and First Settlers of Australia 

By Marilyn Ayres 

I am a 6th generation descendant from the paternal line of Frederick Meredith Jnr, son of 

Frederick Meredith and Sarah Mason. 

Frederick Meredith arrived in Australia with the First Fleet on 

26 January 1788, at the age of 23, as a steward to Captain John 

Marshall of the convict transport Scarborough. In Boyes-

Smyth’s journal from another of the First Fleet ship, Lady 

Penrhyn, he recorded details of how much money the Captain 

received down to the cabin boys. The Captain was to receive 

50 pounds, Chief Mate 20 pounds, Second Mate 15 pounds, 

Carpenter 12 pounds, Third Mate 10 pounds, Surgeon 10 

pounds, Boatswain 10 pounds, Steward 6 pounds, 

Quartermasters 4 pounds, Cook 4 pounds, thirteen Seamen 1 

pound 14 shillings and 5 Cabin boys 1 pound 10 shillings. The 

steward appears to have had a fair bit of responsibility, as he is 

listed after the Surgeon and Boatswain and they are very 

important men on the ship. 

Frederick may have been present when Governor 

Phillip raised the flag to mark the founding of the new 

colony. Just after the arrival of the First Fleet, Garden 

Island was taken over by the Royal Navy for the 

establishment of a garden for the ship HMS Sirius. 

Frederick was in a party to help initiate that garden and 

the three men carved their initials into the sandstone on 

the northern hill of Garden Island. Frederick carved his 

initials FM with the date 1788 on the sandstone and they 

are still visible today!  

After arriving on the First Fleet, 26 January 1788, nothing is heard about Frederick until about 

a month later, on the 23 February when he appeared before the first sitting of the Bench of 

Magistrates in the new colony. A magistrate charged Frederick with having given rum to a 

convict in exchange for an o’possum. Governor Phillip forbade any person or persons to give 

convicts any liquor at that time because of the problem with the convicts getting drunk and 

causing trouble (The full story is recorded in the archives of the Magistracy). It went badly for 

Frederick and it was ordered that he receive 100 lashes. No one knows why, but Frederick’s 

punishment was reduced to 50 lashes. Seemingly, one of the convicts, John Boyle, had caught 

a possum and wished to present it to the Governor, to make him feel important. He left the 

possum with another convict, John Stow who then proceeded to sell the animal for a gallon of 

rum. Fred then took the animal and showed it to the ship’s master John Marshall who agreed 

he could have a bottle of rum to pay for the animal. John Marshall then realised it was an 

offence to give alcohol to a convict and ordered Meredith to get rid of the animal off the ship. 

Fred was found out and consequently had to face the music! 
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After a short time in the new colony, with the crop harvest disappointing, at least partly because 

the seed grain spoiled on the voyage out to Botany Bay, the settlement was near starvation. 

Phillip sent the naval ship Sirius to sea on a supply mission to Cape Town. Frederick Meredith 

signed on as a member of the crew of HMS Sirius on 2 May 1788, as an able seaman and a 

baker. They left the infant colony on 2 October 1788, to go to Cape Town for provisions, but 

what an adventure that voyage must have been since they sailed eastwards, south of New 

Zealand around Cape Horn, to Cape Hope and east again reaching Port Jackson again in May 

1789. In their absence there had been a very heavy death toll in the colony as people were 

malnourished. The Sirius brought back from the Cape four months’ supply of flour as well as 

other necessities to the great relief of the people in Sydney to delay the famine, or at least stave 

it off. They circumnavigated the globe and in the latitudes of the ‘Roaring Forties’. The ship 

was however damaged in heavy weather during that voyage as it was involved in a gale off 

Van Diemen’s Land and stayed in Port Jackson until March the following year. On 7 March 

1790, Sirius left for Norfolk Island where she was to land marines, convicts and stores. Sirius 

reached Norfolk Island on 13 March and put her passengers ashore. Unfortunately, on the 19 

March, bad weather caused the ship to hit the shore reef in front of the settlement and 

completely break up. All crew got to the shore and some were then conveyed to Port Jackson, 

on the ship Supply, and Fred was one of them! 

The majority of the Sirius crew left for England in March 1791, on the ship Waaksamheid and 

arrived in April 1792. 

Frederick only stayed in England for approximately three months, when he decided to go back 

to Australia as a free settler on the Bellona. Going to Australia with him were a number of free 

settlers and 17 female convicts. The Bellona set sail on 28 July 1792 and arrived at Sydney 

Cove on 16 January 1793. There were two other males who had been to Australia before and 

were on the Bellona. Thomas Webb had also been on the First Fleet with Fred, and Edward 

Powell had been a seaman on the Second Fleet. The ship had a very rough trip to Australia 

with heavy seas and hard gales and the ship’s decks were seldom clear of water. 

The Bellona settlers were allocated land for farming and they gave the name of Liberty Plains 

to their district. Fred had been granted 60 acres of land at Liberty Plains, which he called 

Charlotte Farm.  

Fred had children with a number of women. All the mothers of his children were convicts. 

Mary Allen had a daughter in May 1970 and she died just after her 2nd birthday. Two women 

from the Bellona also had daughters to Fred. The daughter of Ann Case was born in May 1793 

but died in 1794. Mary Kirk had a daughter Charlotte with Fred, who was born in April 1794 

and died on 3 March 1851. This daughter came to Port Macquarie in 1830 and married Charles 

Farrell who has many descendants still living in our area. Fred then had six more children with 

Sarah Mason. One child Elizabeth died, but the other five children lived to good ages. Their 

names were Frederick (junior), Sophia, William, Anne and Eleanor. Some are very well 

known. Gwen Meredith who wrote the radio serial ‘Blue Hills’ is one of these descendants.  

Fred was given a second grant at Concord in November 1794 and it was called Charlotte Field. 

He sold both these grants of land, and then had a bakehouse in Chapel Row in Sydney in 1809 

before he again was granted 120 acres at Salt Pan Creek on the George’s River. Of the 120 

acres, he sold a portion and mortgaged the rest. 
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By 1820 Frederick had moved to Liverpool. He was appointed a constable there in 1822 and 

in the years following held the positions of district constable and chief constable. In 1826 he 

took possession of a 60-acre grant at Banks Town on the Liverpool Road. The grant had been 

promised about 1821 and was finally made official in March 1831. Fred called this farm 

Gunsborough. 

Frederick Meredith died on his farm on 23 June 1836 and was buried at St.Luke’s Church in 

Liverpool. His obituary read ‘On Thursday June 23 at his farm at Bankstown, Mr Frederick 

Meredith, age 72, greatly respected. Mr Meredith arrived as a sailor on the First Fleet and had 

long been a resident of Liverpool Road’. 

 

LONG TIME FAMILY TREE DATA STORAGE PROBLEM 

By Kerry Heffernan 

When I first started to think about doing my family tree it was about 1996. I only did what I 

could without spending any money, I had just gone through a family breakup and was living 

on my own and running a small business in Laurieton. It was just a way of filling in some spare 

time. I backed all the information I had gathered onto 3 ½” floppy disks. As I recall, my interest 

in our family history only lasted for a few weeks.  

Then during 1999, while I was sailing and diving with a mate around the Capricorn Islands on 

the southern part of the Barrier Reef, I received a phone call over the marine radio telling me 

that my last uncle from a family of seven had died. That left only my father. 

As fate had it, while sailing south, we called in to spend a night with a cousin and his wife. 

While we were there, she showed me how she had put our uncle's details into her Family Tree 

Maker (FTM) program. Wow what a great program – I decided that when I got home I would 

purchase FTM and spend some time asking my dad everything I could think of about our 

family. As you all will know, one thing leads to another – I was hooked. After starting without 

spending any money, somehow, spending money just did not seem to matter anymore.  

As time went on and back up media improved, like everyone else, I progressed through backing 

up my research on CDs, DVDs, BluRay DVDs and a range of USB drives. Currently I use a 

solid state USB3 BluEye drive that will hold 256 GBs and is reported to be ten times faster 

than a normal USB3.  

Not wanting to put my family tree into the Ancestry website, I went into a private panic when 

Ancestry announced it was going to drop FTM and force everybody to go on line and then 

look after their members’ research forever and never take possession of it. I thought to myself 

NO WAY. Fortunately, MacKiev came to our rescue, by producing a new version of FTM 

2017 with some interesting new features. 

Like a lot of family researchers, I am faced with the question, what will happen to my research 

after I have gone to join my ancestors? Whatever I back it up on, will be out of date within a 

few years and all could be lost. Fortunately, there is an answer. Thanks to a FTM add-on 

program, ‘Family Book Creator1’ (FBC) will convert your family tree into PDF as well as 

many other formats. This brings me to the point of my article. When I first used FBC I was 

very excited, FBC goes well beyond the published program which comes with FTM.  
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I intend to print out my entire family tree currently over 3300 pages, and file it in 4D ring 

binders, where it will be kept on the bookshelf for easy access by my grandchildren.  

One of the things I like, is that FBC calculates the day of the week each person was born. There 

are many such features like that, included in FBC. I feel that FBC is without doubt the most 

exciting program to be produced since FTM. The backup service from the FBC people is 

fantastic – second to none.  

The plug-in is distributed on a try-before-you-buy basis, which gives you the opportunity to 

test the evaluation version for a period of 30 days to make sure it works on your computer and 

to allow you to preview its many features. To continue using it after the trial period is over, 

you are required to license the product. I could rave on about the many features of FBC, 

however, I strongly suggest that you look at the web sites below and read the reviews.2  

1 https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-features-en 

2 http://www.gensoftreviews.com/?p=1717 

 

                                           

A LONG JOURNEY TO AUSTRALIA IN 1924 

By Shirley Aitchison 

My father, George Richard Field, was born on 31 

December 1905 in Lowestoft, England. On 6 

November 1924, aged 18 years, he boarded the P&O 

Steamship S.S. Baradine at the Port of London for the 

54-day journey to Australia and arrived in Melbourne 

on 21 December. The ship’s passenger list 

documented George as a Farm Labourer, so, I wonder 

if he may have helped his grandfather, George Field 

Snr, in gardens as a child? His grandfather was an 

agricultural labourer and groundsman for many years 

in England.  

Why did George leave his home country and his family? Was it to get a job because he couldn’t 

find work in Lowestoft or was it that he just wanted to see the world? Did his father want him 

to leave Lowestoft for other reasons? There are a lot of 

unanswered questions that I should have asked him. 

Unfortunately, I will never know the real reason! 

George’s father presumably paid for the one-way 

ticket to Australia because he would not have had 

enough money at that young age. The cost of a one-

way ticket from England to Australia about that time 

was £38 which in today’s (2018) terms would equate 

to over AU $2000. This was a lot of money for 

someone so young, as the average wage for one week 

for a labourer was around 43 shillings; and even less 

for a junior labourer. So, if George was working, he 

would have had to save all his gross pay for about        

six months. 

S.S. Baradine 

https://www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-features-en
http://www.gensoftreviews.com/?p=1717
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A Certificate of Identity for George’s one-way journey was 

issued instead of a passport and was required to be given to 

the Authorities on disembarking the ship. George’s 

Certificate of Identity, shown on the previous page is 

incomplete, presumably because he must have requested 

his photo back. 

The example at left is what his complete certificate would  

have looked like including the notation at the bottom of the 

certificate which read: ‘This Certificate takes the place of 

a passport and must be produced at any gangway on 

embarkation. It is valid only for the single journey to 

Australia and must be surrendered to the Authorities at the Port of Disembarkation in 

Australia’. 

 

KEEPING MY TREE CLEAN – NO. 5 

By Brian Panisset 

When we collect facts about our ancestors, we are usually referring to sources of data that we 

have not compiled ourselves. Particularly if we are collecting facts from multiple sources, it is 

easy to include inconsistent information without realising we have done it. It is equally easy 

to suffer a slip of the pen – or of the finger on a keyboard – and reverse a couple of digits in a 

date. Here are a couple of examples. 

One source may tell you that your ancestor was married in 1785 and had children in 1786 and 

1788 but does not tell you when she died; another source does not have the marriage (but you 

are certain it is the right person because her parents are the same), however, it says she died in 

1775 and shows no children. If we are not on the lookout for cases like this, they can slip past 

our eyes and become part of our collection of facts. They cannot both be correct. 

I was typing in a marriage date recently and managed to change ‘1732’ to ‘1372’. My 

genealogy software raised its eyebrows and asked me whether I really meant that the bride was 

married 350 years before she was born. Thank you, software! That is why it is useful to keep 

your collected data in a genealogy program that can check for errors and warn you when it 

finds them. You can then do some more research and correct that one piece of information that 

is inconsistent with everything else you have gathered. Paradoxically, it is probably easier to 

do eyeball checks on those inconsistencies if you are recording everything on paper, or in 

simple word processor files – every time you add a new piece of information about an ancestor. 

With the other dates or places in front of you, you can check that your newly found fact does 

not contradict what you have already recorded. 

But there are some potential problems that will not stand out like a sore thumb from paper 

records. Could you perhaps have identified the same person in two different places, as different 

people? If there is any potential for confusion about that person's parentage, for instance, you 

might have recorded two sets of parents, but put the same ancestor as a child of each. 

So, genealogy software can help you to identify problems and set you on the path to               

fixing them. 

Source: Museums Victoria  



 

Footsteps Page 25 August 2018 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL DATABASE OF AUSTRALIA – AN UNDER-UTILISED RESOURCE? 

By Rex Toomey 

Some researchers are very lucky to discover their family history has branches that extend right 

back into the early years of European settlement in Australia. With such a wide variety of 

sources to check during this period of our history, the question often asked is ‘where to go 

from here?’ This is especially in the cases where an ancestor may have had a common name 

and there seems no way of determining which ‘John Smith’ is correct.  

If this is the case, then the Biographical Database of Australia, or BDA, may be able to provide 

the kind of assistance that is required. The BDA is one of the most important resources for 

anyone researching people from the early years of Australian history. It is located at www.bda-

online.org.au however a simple Google of ‘BDA’ will quickly find the website. 

 

The BDA is a not-for-profit website and research tool containing a database holding many 

years of work by volunteer genealogists, historians and others. From an idea conceived by 

Keith Johnson and Malcolm Sainty, the website was launched on 8 September 2013. It contains 

biographical data from original records of individuals who arrived from overseas or were born 

in Australia, including Aboriginal people, convicts and immigrants of all nations. 

 Commencing with 500,000 records, it has grown to 1.5 million records and there are still more 

coming in 2018. This shows that the BDA is an ambitious, continually expanding ‘work in 

progress’ aiming to collate the lives of all people who moved to, or were born in Australia 

throughout the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries. The only restriction is that persons 

mentioned in the BDA must be deceased. 

Details of how to access and view the website are shown over the next two pages and the 

average family historian needs to know this is a ‘pay to view’ website. However, an initial 

search of the website is free which will return a list of likely candidates showing brief details 

of each individual. Once a name that may be of interest has been determined, the user will then 

need to log in and view the biographical details, with relevant links and the all-important source 

references. Setting up and maintaining a website like this can be expensive and therefore there 

is a small annual fee ($30.00) for individuals to pay to access the biographical data. When 

considered, the subscription is less than a dollar a week meaning most family historians should 

subscribe and support this worthwhile Australian website. 
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In the following example, a free search is being made for Jeremiah Toomey. 

This has resulted in a listing of three different references to Jeremiah Toomey with the desired 

entry second in the list. 

Notice that the number five in square brackets appears at the far right ([5]). This indicates there 

are five references to this Jeremiah Toomey in the BDA database.  
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Using a paid subscription to BDA, the ‘Biographical Report’ for the selected Jeremiah Toomey 

may now be viewed. In the following example, the first of five entries for Jeremiah is displayed 

in full which includes a transcript of the entry from the ‘indent’ of the convict ship Ann & 

Amelia which brought Jeremiah to Australia in 1821.  

 

Notice, that the full source description of the convict ship indent may also be displayed. This 

is extremely important because no matter how much faith is put into transcriptions, they may 

not be the same as the actual record. There could be a transcription error or misinterpretation 

due to indecipherable handwriting. Where possible, the reference should always be used to 

check back to the original source.  

Some of the major sources in the BDA include: 

 

Births, Deaths & Marriages 

(non-Church Registers) 

Convict Records 

Court Records 

Musters & Census 

Norfolk Island 

Published Biographies First Fleet Passengers 

Cemeteries Indexes and Lists Subscriber Submissions 

Church Registers Land Records Tasmania 

Colonial Secretary NSW Military Victualling Lists 

Convict Indents & Ship  
 

Musters  

The Biographical Database of Australia is a great resource for those who have ancestors in the 

early years of white settlement in Australia. 
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THE COMPUTER CORNER – NO. 52 

Information for Family Historians using Computers  
How to Save Images from Trove  

(Part 2 – Snipping) 

By Rex Toomey 

In the May edition of Footsteps, we described how highlighting can be easily removed.           

The next step is to save and ‘clip’ the item to the computer for possible linking to a family 

history event. The Trove page below shows the obituary for Mrs J. Hack, Sen with the 

highlighting removed.  

On the left side of the Trove window there are a series of icons which enable the user 

to perform actions, such as printing a page or article. In this example, the intention is 

to save only the selected obituary. The eighth item in the list is the ‘download’ icon.  

Clicking this icon opens the download 

options panel on the left side of the Trove 

window, as shown. The item may be 

downloaded as a ‘JPG’ image, a ‘PDF’ file 

or an ASCII ‘TEXT’ file. In most cases, the 

‘JPG’ option is better suited for linking 

articles to other computer software. 
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When the ‘JPG’ button is clicked, the JPG ‘options’ 

window opens. This window defaults to the best 

size for the download, however other ‘size’ options 

may be considered depending on the circumstances 

and the purpose for which the image is to be used. 

The next step is to click the large options green 

button which shows, for example,  

‘  View Medium JPG image 154.8k’. Trove then 

generates an image of the item in a separate tab of 

the browser as follows: 

This tab image displays the selected item, together with complete details of the newspaper, 

date, page, etc from where it was obtained. In addition, the Source details are also shown. 

Once the image is displayed, a right mouse click of the image will 

display another dialogue box with the option ‘Save image as…’ 

where the destination folder on the computer may be selected and 

the copy completed. 

 

 

This article image is an example of what the 

saved copy will look like when it is 

downloaded including this blank space. 
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 Renewals New Members 

 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 

30th June 

1st Jan to 

30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 

editions—February, May, 

August, November. 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year. 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up 

to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where 

appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for 

further research.  

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 

include details of relevant information and sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire 

via mail and include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 

provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 

miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 

are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 

now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history – local, Australian and overseas – is available for 

members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 

volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 

break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library in the 

Technology Room, from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after the General Meeting.  

The committee decides on a focus topic to be presented each month which is followed by 

assisting the members of the group as required.  

Bring your laptop if you have one, but it is not essential as there are some computers available 

in the room. 

  

mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
http://www.pmdfhs.org.au/
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 

Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Tile Tales; Stories behind the names on the front wall of the 

Port Macquarie Swimming Pool, 752 pages, hard cover 

$60 $60 2kg 

Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie – Hastings 

Full colour, 224 pages (glove box sized) 

$27 $30 425g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 

Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  

(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  

1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 

1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$8 $10 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  

(CD-ROM in colour) 

$17 $20 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 

1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 

Images (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 

Up to 250g (Large letter) $3 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter) $5  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $15 Holds several books 

 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 

books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 

overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be 

possible. Please contact the Secretary (see page 2).  

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au – please complete the order form and send 

with your payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444. 

Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society 

Inc. or send an email to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au to gain the Society’s banking details and 

direct deposit reference to pay by direct deposit via the internet. Pre-payment is required 

however, Local Government Libraries can be invoiced. 

file:///C:/Users/Shirley/Documents/DATA/ANCESTRY_Port%20Macquarie%20Family%20History%20Society/FOOTSTEPS/working%20file%20No%20142%20February%202017/www.pmdfhs.org.au
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 

 

PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

Mobile: 0475 132 804 

 

Our Research Home 
 

Local Studies/Family History Room 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

Our Meeting Room 
 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

Gordon Street 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with: 
 

Royal Australian Historical Society 

Parramatta Female Factory Friends 

AFFHO 

 Australian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc.  

NSW & ACT Association 

of Family History Societies Inc. 
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