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PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS’ WORTH 

Diane Gillespie 

Summer is on our doorstep again and with it the summer holidays – time for family, getting 
together and celebrating the end of another year. 
 
As far as PMDFHS is concerned, it has been a very successful year with the release of not one, 
but two publications; attendance at State Records; and the Annual Conference which was held 
at Batemans Bay in September. 
 
We have enjoyed social gatherings and seminars, allowing enthusiastic members to further 
their knowledge of this complex subject. There are as many facets to family history as there 
are families and the advent of DNA has opened a Pandora’s box of possibilities. 
 
Annual Conference at Batemans Bay showcased not only renowned speakers but those 
volunteer members of Societies who toil away at the various archives, unlocking groups of 
records that may not see the light of day except for their efforts. These collections are often 
overlooked because they are not as popular as the more well-known ones. It was a wonderful 
conference and an impressive venue. Congratulations to the organising committee. 
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On the way to Annual Conference Sue Brindley, Jennifer Mullin and I took a small detour to 
State Records. We had been made aware of the Small Debts Register for Port Macquarie, 1845- 
1879, that was available for digitisation. Using the available cameras and with professional 
guidance from Thomas Von Shomberg from State Records, we were able to make clear digital 
copies of the registers. 

                                   
We are indebted to Jill from the conservation laboratory and of course Emily Hanna who 
enabled and guided us through the process of access and copying. These records will be 
transcribed by our members to enable easier access for all. 
 
Our Beginners’ Seminars held during National Family History Month (NFHM) were well 
attended and prompted some new members for the Society. We welcome these new members 
and look forward to assisting them on their unique family history journey. We also conducted 
a ‘Trove Fun Day’ where we introduced members to the more intricate aspects of this amazing 
resource. With a few little tricks and ‘thinking outside the box’ members found new ways to 
embroider their family histories with greater detail, thus breathing life into their ancestors’ 
lives. 
 
In this issue of ‘Footsteps’ we are highlighting the end of World War 1. It is remarkable that 
one hundred years have passed since the end of the Great War. The veterans who returned 
were not the young men who ventured forward on an adventure for King and Country. In many 
cases they were traumatised or wounded. The mental anguish lived with these men and women 
for the rest of their days and being the ‘strong, silent types’ they rarely spoke of the ordeal 
which they had endured. 
 
To conclude I would like to wish all members a wonderful Christmas.  Celebrate it with those 
you love, but always be mindful of the questions you may ask to elicit that snippet of family 
history that has been hidden in plain sight. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the various celebrations our Society holds over the Christmas 
and New Year period. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
Jenny Gould and Margaret & Teresa Foran from Port Macquarie, and Betty Booth from 

Laurieton.  We hope you enjoy your association with our Society. 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 2015 TO 2018 
Shirley Aitchison 

I joined the PMDFHS Committee and became the editor of Footsteps in 2015 and have enjoyed 
producing all twelve editions over the last three years. Additionally, I have enjoyed being part 
of excellent committees which have worked extremely well together to ensure that our 
members are provided with appropriate information and support to help them research the 
journeys and lives of their ancestors. 
 
I did not nominate for the committee this year and indicated that I felt it was time for another 
person to take on the editorial role. Margaret Blight kindly offered, and I thank her and wish 
her well. 
 
I would like to thank all members who have contributed stories for the journals over the last 
three years, and the committee members for their reports and assistance. I particularly 
acknowledge Rex Toomey and Ken Hunt for their regular informative and educational articles 
for 'Computer Corner' and ‘The DiNa Diary’ respectively, and to Enid and Bill Dawson for 
their thorough proof reading.  

 
FOOTSTEPS CONTRIBUTIONS 

In the next issue of Footsteps, due in February 2019, Members are free to 
write about anything that might be of interest to others.  Maybe a ‘brick wall’ 
that you have broken down, or a ‘fence’ that you have climbed through, or 
perhaps a story about a birth, or a wedding, or a funeral, or an occupation that 
was different or special.  It would be appreciated if articles could be submitted 
to the editor@pmdfhs.org.au by Friday 28 December 2018.  

Photos and illustrations are important and generally enhance a story. Photos may be attached 
separately as JPGs but please indicate if you have a preferred position for them in the article. 
Articles should be limited to 1500–1550 words with up to four photos, or up to 1800 words 
without photos. When inserting references in your articles, please use numbers (not Roman 
Numerals) and place them as ‘endnotes’.  

Articles submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the author or 
contributor submitting the articles. If the writing is not the work of the author, permission must 
be sought from the original author where possible, and the source of the work must be indicated 
in the article when it is submitted. 

Views expressed by authors and contributors to this journal are not necessarily those of              
the Society. All articles and items in this journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise 
indicated. No portion of this journal may be reproduced without written permission of               
the Society.  

Members whose articles are published in Footsteps, will have their names included in a         
draw in May the following year. The person whose name is drawn will receive a one-year 
PMDFHS membership. 

Front Cover Picture: Women and children in Sydney celebrating after the signing of the Armistice on 11 November 
1918 – Photograph from the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 
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FROM THE NEW EDITOR 
Margaret Blight 

Welcome to my first edition of Footsteps.  I always enjoy a challenge but compiling the 
magazine has been a little more of a challenge than I expected – a new computer, a new 
Windows program and a new Office program, not to mention limited Internet access!  
However, with the expert assistance of some of our talented members, it has become a reality.   
 
This edition contains stories of about some of our members’ relatives and others who served 
in our armed forces during World War I.  Sadly, it wasn’t the holiday or adventure that many 
expected, and I’m sure loved ones at home had numerous sleepless nights worrying about their 
sons, daughters, fathers, uncles, brothers and sisters on duty overseas, until that long-awaited 
news was received, that the fighting had ceased.  The armistice was signed by Germany at 11 
am on 11 November 1918 but it was 9.30pm on Monday evening when the news reached Port 
Macquarie. On 16 November 1918 the local newspaper, Port Macquarie News, gave the 
following detailed account of the celebrations: 
 
 “The news was telephoned around the town, and the church bells began to ring and whistles 
began to blow.  The medley of sounds soon aroused the populace from their slumbers, and 
almost instantly the town passed from a state of peace and quietness to one of riotous medley 
and gladness.  The information conveyed to the swiftly swelling throng was such the like of 
which this generation will never receive again.  The pent-up feelings of the residents after four 
anxious years of war were like a flood let loose and found expression in diverse ways.  
Kerosene and benzine tins appeared as if by magic, and then the motor cars with their lights 
flashing.  A procession was quickly formed and led off with motor cars first, followed by joyous 
revellers.  
  
“The mode of attire varied, some being wholly clad, but a great percentage only partly.  Many 
appeared in their night attire adorned with a hastily chosen coat, and shoes without stocking.  
Children were similarly clad, but generally minus boots.  The procession traversed the square, 
the participants therein, armed with every conceivable thing capable of producing or emitting 
a noise, gave vent to their feelings in no uncertain manner. The noise thus created, interspersed 
with tooting of whistles and the ringing of bells was indescribable…. the marching and the tin 
band continued most of the night. 

 
“Others rejoiced in a different manner, and the hotels dispensed liquid refreshments until next 
morning.  The pace was warm, and the quantity of drink consumed was responsible…On 
Tuesday the rejoicings continued with unabated enthusiasm.  Tin cans, bells, and other 
instruments of noise with drums and kettle drums were again in evidence, and right royally 
belted.  The school children were informed of the splendid news and after saluting the flag 
were dispersed for the day. 

 
“Wednesday saw further celebrations and another holiday and much more band.  The 
townspeople assembled in the vicinity of the honour board during the morning, awaiting the 
arrival of the procession…a platform had been erected for the occasion, and was occupied by 
returned soldiers in uniform and young ladies representing the Allied races”. 
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The French and Australian National Anthems were sung, and speeches were made by the 
Mayor Alderman J.H. Hill and Church leaders, and these were followed by sporting and fund-
raising activities, church services and a dance held in the night, but that “did not last long, the 
people being too tired after so much celebration.” 
 
The news was wonderful for many but for others there surely was great sadness for the families 
whose loved ones would not be returning.   In the following pages are stories about some of 
our World War I heroes and stories from those whose family members’ lives were changed 
forever as a result of the War.  There are also snippets of information relating to the conflict 
and its aftermath.  I hope you enjoy reading about these special Australians and their 
remarkable courage and resilience. 
 

JOHN RICHARD ALLAN - COMBOYNE PIONEER AND VALIANT SOLDIER 
Trysha Hanly 

John Allan first came to the Comboyne Plateau in about 1902. He selected about 340 acres and 
cleared several acres by hand to establish his dairy farm ‘Bona Vista’. He was one of the first 
to send cream to the Butter Factory. This was no mean feat. He had to pack the cream on horses 
and take it over the narrow, dangerous mountain track to the nearest centre at Wingham, about 
thirty miles away. 
 
His pioneering efforts resulted in his farm being one of the best managed and most prosperous 
in the district.  Then World War I began.  Like many others, John thought it would end in a 
few months, but when he realised that it was going to be a drawn-out event, in 1915, at the age 
of forty, he enlisted saying, “Men are wanted, and I am a single man.  I regard it as my duty 
to go.” 
 
He was initially a Signaller in the 18th Battalion but transferred as a Machine Gunner to ‘B’ 
Company, 19th Battalion. After training in Egypt, he landed in France in 1916. During his time 
at the front, he was shot through the lung, wounded in the arm, shell-shocked and gassed before 
the fatal bullet found him on 3 October 1918, aged 41 years. 
 
John left behind a War Diary and several letters he wrote while on active duty and extracts of 
these were printed in an article in The Wingham Chronicle in 1934.  They show that even in 
the midst of war, he still thought affectionately of ‘home’.  
  
In one of his letters he writes: “The actual realities of what modern war is like cannot be 
described by pen. One has to LIVE through all its phases to understand anything about it… I 
am not allowed to describe the emotional or personal experiences, but the following should 
convey some idea of the destructiveness of the machinery used in conducting this war to date 
on land. After our artillery had bombarded a certain village, about the size of Taree, and which 
was constructed of brick throughout, we Australians captured and held it. When the Germans 
found that they couldn't dislodge us by repeated infantry attacks, they completed the 
destruction with their artillery. When I left there one solitary brick wall, about 20 feet high, 
remained standing. At another place a 10-acre scrub, similar to the light coachwood scrub of 
the Comboyne, and equally as thick, was felled, ready for brush fire, by artillery. Yet we 
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soldiers came through unscathed in sufficient numbers to cause us to appreciate the All Saving 
Power of One Who watches over our welfare, no matter where we are.” 
 
An entry in his diary on 13 May 1918, described the cramped conditions faced by so many of 
our soldiers “Am somewhere in France facing Fritz, and it is raining. My writing-desk is my 
wallet upon my knee. Am in a dugout which gives just elbow room and is composed of earth 
throughout, except the roof, a 6ft. by 2½ ft oil sheet. As it has been constructed to the latter's 
capabilities to make my habitation rainproof and to camouflage Fritz's vision, you can guess 
the elbow room is the reverse to 'Bona Vista' plans.” 
 
There was large scale use of chemical weapons during World War 1, and in an entry in his 
diary on 4 August 1918, he ponders the lasting effects: “Gas is one of the chief factors of 
destruction which we have to face at the front now. In fact, 75 per cent of our casualties are 
gas cases. Special provision should be provided, not only for those permanently disabled, but 
for those likely to be at a later period, for, methinks, as years go on, after-gas effects will 
eventuate and cruelly derange healthy men who return. You have no conception of what our 
chaps have and are going through. It has simply astonished me to note how men will stick it 
out and play the game to the end.” 
 
The newspaper article finishes with this paragraph: “There are many interesting items among 
his papers and they all speak of the work of a good Australian. His grave lies among a forest 
of crosses in Flanders, but the work he did as a pioneer and as a soldier has made him worthy 
to take his position on the honour roll of splendid Australians.”  
 
The National Archives of Australia has a 109-page dossier on John Allan, which includes the 
wording for the posthumously award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal “For conspicuous 
gallantry and resource during the attack on Mont St. Quentin on the 31 August 1918. With 
only five men he attacked about twenty of the enemy, whom he observed moving along the 
western edge of the village, meeting them in hand-to-hand fighting. Although three of his men 
were wounded, he captured ten prisoners, the remainder being killed or wounded.” On 3rd 
October 1918, he died of wounds received in action and according to the Director of Graves 
he was “buried Carriere British Cem; 6½ miles N.N.W. of St. Quentin”.  

 
Lest We Forget 

 
Comboyne Cemetery is surrounded by the trees he loved and 
recollected when he was fighting in France. John is remembered 
on the headstone of his younger brother Alexander who was 
accidentally killed felling trees in 1906.  
       (Right - Photo of headstone in Comboyne Cemetery by Trysha Hanly) 
 
Sources:  

 1934 'JUST AN AUSTRALIAN SOLDIER.'The Wingham Chronicle and Manning 
River Observer (NSW : 1898 - 1954), 13 July, p. 1. 

 trove.nla.gov.au/nla.news-article166506963 National Archives of Australia 
 recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3028432 
 Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc: Cemetery Database; Cemetery Trail publication 
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MY GREAT UNCLE, EDWARD RUPERT BROWN, SAPPER #18613 
Gwen Grimmond 

 
Edward (known as Ted) was born 19 August 1879 in Argyle 
Place, Sydney; he was the seventh child of Daniel Blair Brown 
and Catherine Burnett. He married Sarah Ann Bird, a widow, 
on 14 May 1902 in St Paul’s Church, Sydney. Her maiden 
name was Beaver. Sarah’s late husband Alfred Bird had held 
the licence of the Captain Cook Hotel (still operating today) in 
Kent Street, Millers Point.  The licence passed to Sarah after 
Alfred’s death and then to Edward after his marriage to Sarah. 
 
None of Edward’s brothers joined the forces in World War I, 
but many of his sailing friends in the Sydney Flying Squadron 
Sailing Club did. On Edward’s first attempt he was rejected due 
to flat feet, but he was accepted in May 1917 for the 
Reinforcements, Field Company Engineers, and embarked on 
HMAT Anchises, in Sydney on 8 August 1917 for Liverpool, 
England.  
 

After arriving in England, Ted undertook three months’ additional training before being sent 
to the Western Front. He qualified as a 1st Class Instructor and received an excellent rating for 
his practical work. On 8 February 1918, he was transferred to the Army Troops Company, 
Australian Engineers, in Flanders, Belgium.  
 
In early March 1919, he was appointed Lance Corporal. However, two months later he was 
shipped back to England from France and his health began to deteriorate rapidly. In mid-June 
1919, he was admitted to the 1st Australian General Hospital at the No. 1 Command depot at 
Sutton Veny Camp with tuberculosis.  
 
Within two years Ted was transported back to Australia. He was shipped home in late August 
1919 on HS Kanowna which docked in Sydney on 26 October 1919.  He was one of 14 of the 
229 invalid soldiers on board who was classified as a ‘cot case’ (a person too ill to leave their 
bed). Ted passed away 24 June 1920 in the ‘Woodville Red Cross Home’, Randwick. He is 
buried in a plot in Rookwood Old Presbyterian Cemetery beside the graves of his parents.  He 
is also commemorated in the NSW Garden of Remembrance located in Rookwood Cemetery.  
 
Ted is mentioned on page 21 in the book ‘Setting Sail for the Great War; Stories of the sailors 
listed on the World War I Honour Roll of the Sydney Flying Squadron and Sydney Sailing 
Club’.  He owned the 18-footer sailing boat, Alert, which he had purchased in 1907 from Harry 
Langford, and which he renamed Ben-my-Chree – ‘Woman of my heart’.  
 
 Ben-my-Chree is the name of the ferry that transports passengers from Liverpool, England, to 
Douglas on the Isle of Man. Ted’s father, Daniel Blair Brown, was born at Port St Mary on the 
Isle of Man.  

 

 
Edward ‘Ted’ Brown 

Photo - Gwen Grimmond 
collection  
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JOHN CARLISLE HUMPHREY 
 Margaret Yates 

It was a Winter’s day, 19 June 1916, at Victoria Barracks, NSW when my maternal grandfather 
(Grandpop) John Carlisle Humphrey signed his attestation papers1 and was given the number 
546.  He was 18 years and 8 months, 5 ft 9”, 142 lbs, 32-36-inch chest, fresh complexion, eyes 
blue, hair fair and carried two scars, one on the front right shin, the other on his back of left 
thigh, and he was a Music Student.  No doubt he would have done some training and then it 
was off to the docks at Melbourne, where he and many others stood and waited for orders to 
board ship and sail off to war as the 8th Machine Gun Company, 9th Reinforcements.   

He/they embarked 23 December 1916 on the Orontes and disembarked at Plymouth on 17 
February 1917.2  (Six (6) years and one (1) day later his daughter, my Mum, Ada Joyce 
Humphrey, would be born). 
 
John was a driver in 4th Motor Transport Company in France, driving in Supply Columns.  An 
entry I have found, is dated 19 September 1917, when he was transferred to ‘K’ Supply Column 
(this coincidentally was the day his future son-in-law, my Dad3, Douglas Robert Hook was 
born). 
 
Shortly before his return to Australia, he contracted Influenza (on 23 February 1919, a letter 
was sent to his mother Ada Humphrey, née Spring), and he was hospitalised at Eastern General 
Hospital, Cambridge until 10 April 1919.  He then returned to Australia on the Medic and was 
discharged on 9 July 1919. 
 
Now back home in Vaucluse, NSW, my Grandpop continued his life in the business of ‘Steele 
and Humphrey’ Import Merchants, as a Manager.  He met my grandmother, Vera Kathleen 
Brown of Balmain and they4 married 22 January 1921 at St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, 

 
Josiah Barnes. A group of members of the 9th Reinforcements, 8th Machine Gun Coy waiting to board the troopship 

RMS Orontes. Identified front row, left to right: 546 Private (Pte) John Carlisle Humphrey. 
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Phillip Street, Sydney.  Two children were born to them, namely, John Carlisle jnr. born 10 
January 1922, my Uncle, and Ada Joyce born 18 February 1923, my Mum.  
  
Being musical, Grandpop would play the organ and Mum would pump the bellows for him.  
His ear for music was ‘very fine tuned’ - classical, opera, operetta, and popular were the music 
types we heard and were raised on.  He enjoyed photography and many a Sunday night when 
visiting my grandparents, there would be a ‘slide night’ where he showed photos of a recent 
holiday taken in the eastern states of Australia.  He also loved his cars, Mercedes were well 
known in the garage - his last number plate was AMB 220, the car was A Mercedes Benz 220! 
 
He and the family lived at 6 Dalley Avenue, Vaucluse, where the view was straight down 
Sydney Harbour, and when my Uncle and Mum were young kids they watched Sydney 
Harbour Bridge being built.  My Mum was able to sneak out from her ‘sick-bed’ (she was 
recovering from a 12 month illness of pleurisy, pneumonia and diphtheria) and hide behind the 
curtains, (at her brother’s suggestion so as not to get caught!), in order to see the last section 
of the Bridge’s arch being lowered into place, before she was ushered back to her room by her 
grandmother5, Ada Humphrey née Spring who was born 1873.  Later she was among the 
thousands of school children to walk across the bridge before its official opening. 
 
My Grandpop was one of the lucky ones who returned from World War I with no physical 
injuries.  He also served during World War II along with his son, and his daughter volunteered 
as a nurse’s aide. 

1 Australia, WWI Service Records, 1914-1920 
2 APA citation 
3 Qld BDM 13051/1917 
4 NSW BDM 00337/1921 
5 NSW BDM 04580/1873 

                                           

 

FIRST WORLD WAR SONGS THAT WERE POPULAR IN AUSTRALIA 
 Contributed by Trisha Hanly 

Songs were a popular way to help lift the spirits of those at home, as well as those serving 
abroad during World War I.   
 

Do you remember your grandparents singing any of these? 
 
1914:   Keep the Home Fires Burning; St Louis Blues; Florrie Was a Flapper; Your King  
            and Country Want You. 
1915:   Pack up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag; Carry Me Back to Old Virginny. 
1916:   If You Were the Only Girl in the World; Take Me back to Dear Old Blighty; Poor  
            Butterfly. 
1917:   For Me and My Gal; Over There; Give My Regards to Broadway; Yankee Doodle  
            Boy. 
1918:   After You’ve Gone; Till We Meet Again; Oh, Oh, Oh, It’s a Lovely War. 
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GRANDFATHER TOM CALEY 
By Jennifer Mullin 

Grandfather Caley left Inverell on 12 January 1916 with 114 other volunteers who were to be 
known as the ‘Kurrajongs’. They were under the command of Lieutenant Gilchrist and were 
to become the 33rd Battalion which became part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Australian 
Division. They travelled by steam train to Narrabri, picking up ten volunteers in Warialda and 
14 more in Moree. Country towns had joined the spirit of supplying volunteers enrolling as a 
group, following the successful ‘Cooee March’ in June 1915. The ‘Kurrajongs’ claimed the 
honour of having the largest contingence of volunteers from any one town.    

 
The newspapers of the day were full of 
praise and respect for each contingent 
from a country town. Of the ’Kurrajongs’ 
they wrote: -  
 
“The 'Kurrajongs' are a fine body of 
typically Australian men, who have been 
born and bred on the soil, and, having 
taken off their crops, are now taking on 
the more serious business of going out to 
reap a harvest of Huns. There are no 
tourists among them; none but sturdy, 
well-set up men of sterling worth and men 
that are going to make the A.I.F. all 

the better for their inclusion in its ranks” (The Route Marches, The Farmer and Settler 
(Sydney, NSW: 1906-1957), 18 January 1916, p. 3). 
 
The ‘Kurrajongs’ camped in Narrabri for their initial training under Lieutenants Gilchrist and 
Northcott of Inverell; Lieutenant. Terry, recruiting officer at Narrabri; and Captain-Chaplain 
J. Chaseling, a returned officer from Gallipoli.  They moved on to the Armidale Showground 
and came under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Leslie Morshead, who Aunty tells me 
“was not a nice man” according to her father. 
  
Then on 4 May 1916, the 9th Division left Sydney per H.M.A.T 74 Marathon for Southampton. 
They arrived there in early July but on 9 July, Grandfather was admitted to Larkhill Hospital 
and then to Fargo Hospital for observation. The battalion spent the next four months training 
at Salisbury Training Camp, but Grandfather took the opportunity to go AWL (Absent without 
Leave) from midnight 28 October till 6am on 1 November.  He travelled to the Isle of Man to 
see his parents! 
 
The Division crossed to France in late November and moved into the trenches of the Western 
Front for the first time on 27 November 1916.  Comparing Grandfather’s War Record with 
historical records I can follow his participation in the Battle of Messines which began on 7 

June 1917. Grandfather sustained multiple gunshot wounds (GSW BOTH LEGS 2L. 3R) on 
21 July and was evacuated on HS Carisbrook Castle. He was transferred again on 20 August 
and 19 October 1917 for “Furlong & Rep.”.  

 
Photograph from Inverell Times, January1916 
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The Battle of Passchendaele had begun on 12 October 1917, so he 
‘missed’ that horrible conflict. I walked along the path formed 
where the railway line ran from Zonnebeke to Passchendaele in 
2010. The 33rd Battalion walked this route in 1918.  But 
Grandfather had not been there.  
 
On 21 June 1918 he proceeded to France to join the 34th Battalion 
but on 26 June he was transferred back to the 33rd Battalion. In the 
spring (March, April, May) of 1918, the 34th Battalion had been 
part of the force deployed to defend the approaches to Amiens 
around Villers-Bretonneux.  It also took part in a counter-attack at 
Hangard Wood on 30 March and helped to defeat a major drive on 
Villers-Bretonneux on 4 April 1918. 
 
The 33rd Battalion fought at the Battle of Amiens on 8 August 
1918, and again at the end of September in the operation that breached the Hindenburg Line 
which sealed Germany's defeat. However, Grandfather was wounded in action by gas on 4 
September 1918 on two separate occasions. He was in hospital until 14 October when he 
returned to 34th Battalion. In November he transferred again to the 24th ASC (Army Service 
Corps) from the 33rd Battalion. The 33rd Battalion disbanded in May 1919. The next entry on 
his card is - 28 June 1919 “Retd Borda”- he was back in Sydney.   
 

Tom proposed to Gwendoline Martha Christina 
Rogers just before the ‘Kurrajongs’ left in 1916.  
My cousin has her engagement ring, which I 
believe was bought in Liverpool, when Tom went 
AWL from Salisbury Training Camp.  He returned 
from World War I on 28 June 1919 and they 
married on 9 July 1919.  Their wedding photo, 
which featured on the poster in a shop window in 
Inverell during the 100-year commemoration 
activities, was taken on their honeymoon. Tom was 
still in uniform, because he wasn’t formally 
discharged from the army until 12 August 1919. 
 

Overall, Thomas Caley served for 3 years, 212 days in the AIF (Australian Imperial Forces) 
with 3 years 56 days spent overseas. It seems almost ironic that he was accepted by the 
Australian Army. Three years earlier he had been advised by his doctor to leave Ballaugh, Isle 
of Man for a drier climate, i.e. Australia.  He had aunts and uncles in the U.S.A., but the climate 
was cold and damp there too.  
 
So, the only child of William Henry Caley & Isabella Jane Crennell travelled to 
Delungra/Myall Creek, Australia in 1913 and served in France & Belgium in World War I, for 
Australia.  Tom and Gwen had five children.  Grandma said she’d lived in 25 places (which 
may have included the tent and garage on one property while Tom built their house). Tom 
died, from lung cancer, in 1954 at the age of 60. 

Jennifer Mullin at the 
Monument to the 33rd 

Battalion in Zonnebeke, 
Belgium – Photograph, 
Jennifer Mullin, 2010 

 
100-year Anniversary Display in Inverell shop 
window, featuring Tom Caley and the 
‘Kurrajongs’- Photograph Jennifer Mullin 2016 
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On 10 January 2016, one hundred years after the ‘Kurrajongs’ left town, Inverell honoured its 
young men by celebrating the anniversary of its youngest and finest, going to do their best for 
Country and Empire. I travelled over to join my aunty (Tom’s youngest daughter), three of his 
granddaughters, and one grandson, to participate in the re-enactment of the Farewell Ceremony 
in Inverell.  
 
The following morning, we ‘marched’ through the streets of Inverell to the old railway station, 
which now forms part of the Pioneer Village to be ‘farewelled’ as the ‘Kurrajongs’ were in 
1916. We were photographed near the station – a proud group of relatives.  

Several sources were used in this article – some for basic facts and some for occasions.  

The published works used were:  J. Edwards, Never a Backward Step: A History of First 33rd 
Battalion, AIF (Grafton: Bettong Books, 1996); War Records from National Archives of 
Australia. Canberra; and Trove to access newspapers of the day - mainly the Inverell Times. 

 
************ 

On 25 April 1918 the Ecole de Garçons (Boys’ 
School) in Villers-Bretonneux was destroyed, 
along with much of the town, when Australian 
Brigades recaptured it from the Germans in a battle 
which resulted in over 1,200 Australian soldiers 
being killed.   

However, 
the school 
was rebuilt 
in 1927 

with 
generous donations received from the Australian 
people. Schoolchildren and their teachers raised the 
funds by collecting pennies in what became known as 
‘The Penny Drive’ and the Victorian Department of 
Education contributed £12,000 to the Relief Fund.   

In the playground of the school, now called ‘Victoria School’, a large sign reads “Do Not 
Forget Australia” and a colourful Australian fresco has been painted on the wall alongside. 
The French words “N’oublions jamais l’Australie“ (Never forget Australia) are also inscribed 
in the school hall and in each of the classrooms. 

 
Inverell Railway Station at Pioneer Village 

 
Descendants of the ‘Kurrajongs’ 

‘Do Not Forget Australia’ sign in the Playground 
at Victoria School, Villers- Bretonneux-Photo 

Margaret Blight 2015 

 
Australian/Aboriginal Fresco in the 

playground at Victoria School, Villers-
Bretonneux - Photo Margaret Blight 2015 
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OUR WORLD WAR I HERO – HAROLD TUCK 
 Beverly Mulcahy 

I started researching my husband’s family tree around 10 years ago and that was when I came 
across Harold Tuck.  I was fascinated by his story, and I am honoured to share it with you. 
 

Harold Tuck was born in Toongabbie, NSW on 15 December 1894, 
a second son to John & Agnes (Brennan)1. His family had a love of 
horses and they owned land at Seven Hills.  He was still living in 
Seven Hills when war broke out in 1914.  He enlisted at Holsworthy 
on 30 September 1915 at the age of 21 and wrote his occupation as 
a ‘Horse Breaker’2.  I guess that based on his experience, it was only 
natural that he was assigned to the 1st Light Horse Regiment at 
Parramatta.  
 
Harold spent 3 weeks in training and then on 22 October 1915 he 
was on board SS Hawkes Bay bound for Egypt.  After arriving in 
Cairo, he was sent to an area called Moascar which was near the 
Suez Canal and where the training grounds were situated. 3 
 

In 1916 the 1st Light Horse Brigade joined forces with the Anzac Mounted Division and was 
involved in the defence of the Suez Canal. Harold was later involved in the Battle of Romani 
in August 1916 which stopped the Turkish threat to the Suez Canal4.  
 
Not long after this, Harold became very ill and was diagnosed with paratyphoid. This is a 
disease caused from the bacteria salmonella and is usually associated with drinking water in 
areas with poor sanitation.  He was hospitalised for a period of 3 months until December 1916 
and then over the next 12 months, he was stationed in various parts of Egypt including Port 
Said, Cairo, Abbassia, and back at Moascar. 

 
A planned attack was arranged for dawn on 31 October 
1917 on Beersheba, a fortified town 43km from Gaza, by 
the 4th Light Horse Brigade. Extra reinforcements were 
called in, including the 4th and 12th regiments of which 
Harold was now a part.  Harold was there the day before 
the main attack took place and was driving a limber.  
This is a horse drawn two- or four-wheel cart generally 
used for carrying artillery supplies. 
  
Unfortunately, Harold was hit by a bomb from an aircraft 

on the morning of 30 October 1917. He was picked up by the New Zealand Mounted Field 
Ambulance team and taken to the Field Hospital at Beersheba but sadly he died of his wounds 
on 1 November 2017.  He is buried in the Beersheba War Cemetery in Palestine.  

1 Sydney, Australia Anglican Parish Registers 1818-2011 
2 National Archives of Australia – War Record – Harold Tuck 
3 alh-research.tripod.com – Embarkation Rolls 
4 awm.gov.au 

                                           

 
Private Harold Tuck 

Photograph Australian War 
Memorial, Roll of Honour 

 
Horses pulling limbers – Photo 

Australian War Memorial 
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THE RAVAGES OF WAR 
 By Yvonne Toomey 

I have very strong memories of my grandmother Charlotte Ellen Farrer. She was born in West 
Kempsey on 2 July 1874, the eldest daughter of 11 children of George Henry Avery and Rachel 
Cook.1 
 
Her first marriage was to Frederick James 
Jackson in the All Saints Church at Kempsey 
on Saturday 1 February 1896.2 There were 
five children from this marriage, William 
‘Will’, George, Amy, Violet ‘Vi’ with my 
father Clarence ‘Clarrie’ the youngest. When 
this marriage ended, Charlotte married a 
second time at Armidale on 26 September 
1918 to a widowed Englishman named 
Joseph William Farrer.3  
 
My two uncles Will and George both enlisted 
in World War I.  Uncle Will Jackson was born 
at Kempsey on 24 October 1896. He worked 
as a compositor at the Macleay Argus 
newspaper before he joined the AIF 
(Australian Imperial Forces) on 10 December 
1915, after several unsuccessful attempts.4 He 
had just turned 19 at the time and shortly after 
found himself at the military camp at 
Liverpool.5 Will was sent to Europe on the 
A38 Ulysses on 20th February 1916 arriving 
at Marseilles on 5 May 1916. Initially 
assigned to the Mining Corps as a Sapper, he 
was later attached to the Australian Postal 
Corps. He returned home at the end of the war 
on the Indarra with the rank of Sergeant and was discharged on 9 September 1919.6 
 
My other uncle George Jackson was born on 15 July 1898, also in Kempsey which made him 
one year and eight months younger than Will. As happens in many families, George would 
have ‘looked up’ to his older brother and not surprising wanted to join up just as Will had done. 
Therefore, on 4 February 1916, George joined the volunteers of the North Coast Route March 
despite being only 17 years and seven months old! He even had a letter of consent from his 
mother dated 3 February 1916. However, the army soon discovered his true age and George 
was discharged on 11 April 1916 and returned home to Kempsey.  
 
 In the meantime, Will had witnessed some of the carnage of the Western Front which 
prompted him, on 4 August 1916, to send a message home to his mother begging her to 
“…make Geo. stop at home, that is my earnest wish & I am in a position to know, Will”.7   

William Charles Jackson, France 22 Jan 1918  
(Courtesy Jackson Family Archives)  
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Sadly, that plea did not reach 
Kempsey in time to stop George’s 
second attempt to join up on 9 August 
1916, when he finally   reached the 
‘magic’ age of 18 years.  
 
After his training in Australia, George 
transhipped to England on the A30 
Borda arriving 9 January 1917. After 
spending nine months in England, he 
was sent to Belgium as part of the 1st 
Pioneer Battalion arriving on 20 
October 1917. Within eight days of 
his arrival on 28 October 1917, he     
was killed at Ypres in Belgium. He had just celebrated his 19th birthday.8 At the time, my father 
was only nine years old and too young to comprehend the events of the war or its impact on 
our family. 
 
George’s grave is located in the Leper, Ypres, West Flanders in Belgium and like many others, 
the inscription simply reads ‘3207A PRIVATE G. H. JACKSON, 1ST AUSTRALIAN 
PIONEERS 28TH OCTOBER 1917 AGE 19, REST IN PEACE’.9 How often have we seen this 
type of inscription for those young men who enlisted, looking for adventure but ending up 
being a statistic of war? 

When Rex and I visited a cousin of mine in 2012, we 
found she was the custodian of her aunt’s personal 
effects. She had invited us to her place in Kangaroo 
Valley to discuss family history and it was here we 
discovered some of the gems her aunt had left her. 
Amongst the certificates and photos, we found two 
items which were significant to my grandmother.  
 
One of those items was a photograph of my Uncle 
George (shown at left). One I had never seen before. He 
looked like a young man just out of school. Not old 
enough to vote but old enough to carry a rifle and too 
young to die. I always wondered what his thoughts of 
the war would have been. Was it the adventure he first 
thought?  
 
Before joining up and being sent overseas, George had 
pestered his mother to allow him to enlist. He wanted to 
join his brother Will, who he thought was having a 
wonderful time overseas. When he first arrived in 
England, George often sent postcards back to his 
mother, saying who he had met and how well he was 
going. It wasn’t long after his arrival in Europe, he 

George Henry Jackson c1916 
(Courtesy Jackson Family Archives) 

 
The poignant plea from a son to his mother 

(Courtesy Jackson Family Archives) 
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realised it wasn’t such a wonderful place and had second thoughts about his eagerness to enlist. 
In fact, he was desperate to return home. 
 
The second item we uncovered was 
a letter my grandmother had sent to 
her sister Matilda ‘Tilly’. In the 
letter Charlotte described her 
feeling and the loss of her son. She 
blamed herself, and she lived with 
that for the rest of her life. She goes 
on to say “…I had seven letters from 
Will and five from my poor Dear 
George. I did not want him to go… 
[In] one of his recent letters he said 
he wanted to get a wound & a good 
one so people could not say he was 
not at the firing line. Poor boy he 
got one much too good…”.10 
 
Further information about Will Jackson was recently found in the Repatriation Records. These 
are held by the National Archives of Australia (NAA) and cover the period after the service 
personnel returned home to Australia. They also reveal the real impact of war on the mental 
and physical health of returned service personnel and the experiences of their families.  
 
From these records we were able to ascertain that a few days after Will was discharged from 
the army, he suffered a bout of rheumatism.  He then went back to his trade of painting during 
which time he suffered from continual ‘chest trouble’, including shingles. In 1928, he went 
onto the land at Monto and later Gunya, Queensland.  He was able to perform heavy work but 
suffered from bouts of intermittent cough and breathlessness.  In 1937, he developed a sore 
throat and on 6 January 1939 passed away from tuberculosis at the relatively young age of 42 
years. At the time of his death, Will was receiving a War Service Pension but this ceased upon 
his death.  He had married three times and his third wife Isabelle née Wood, was left a widow 
with three children under the age of six years.   
 
Because she had married Will after he returned to Australia, she was not entitled to a 
continuance of this pension.  She then made application for a pension due to Will’s death being 
due to war service, but this was not approved, a decision later upheld by the Repatriation 
Commission Appeals Board.  She maintained that Will was a sick man when they married in 
1932 and his condition did not improve.  The board was adamant that Will’s death was “…not 
due to war service nor materially hastened by it”. This is despite Will being a very healthy 
person prior to his service in the AIF.11 
 
It now appears that Will returned to Australia a broken man. Perhaps he carried some guilt for 
his brother’s death.  My grandmother never spoke about the war and never mentioned George’s 
name in our presence.  It was as if she was blaming herself, and possibly Will, for his going to 
the war.  When growing up, we were too young to understand all of this but from all we have 
discovered since then, we can see the guilt and anguish she must have felt for most of her life. 

An extract from a letter written by Charlotte to her sister, Tillie  
(Courtesy Jackson Family Archives) 



 

Footsteps Page 19 November 2018 

 

 

1 NSWBDM. Birth Record, 13046/1874.  
2 NSWBDM. Marriage Record, 1228/1896. 
3 NSWBDM. Marriage Record, 9424/1918. 
4 PERSONAL AND SOCIAL. Macleay Argus (Kempsey, NSW) 10 December 1915: 11. Web. 14 May 2018 
<nla.gov.au/nla.news-article233810480> 
5 LOCAL and GENERAL. The Macleay Chronicle (Kempsey, NSW) 15 December 1915: 4. Web. 14 May 2018 
<nla.gov.au/nla.news-article174489812>. 
6 NAA: B2455, JACKSON William Charles (#1279). 
7 Jackson Family Archives. Embroidered postcard from Will Jackson 4 Aug 1916. 
8 NAA: B2455, JACKSON George Henry (#3207).  
9 AWM Grave site. Web. 14 May 2018 <www.findagrave.com/memorial/10932012/george-henry-jackson>.  
10 Jackson Family Archives. Letter from Charlotte Jackson to Tilly undated. 
11 NAA: BP709/1, M47481 PART 1 and J34, C47481. JACKSON William Charles (#1279). 

                                           

 

 
THE DINA DIARY – NO 8 

 By Ken Hunt 

Svante Pääbo started it all.  In 1997 the Stockholm-born biologist and his team were the first 
to locate and sequence Neanderthal mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) from ancient bones and 
teeth.  Now working for the Max Planck Institute in Germany, a few years ago he announced 
that his laboratory had managed to sequence the complete genome of Homo neanderthalensis 
and showed that there was interbreeding between them and many of our own species. The 
success of Dr. Pääbo’s pioneering techniques of extracting DNA from teeth and bones of 
peoples who lived many tens of thousands of years ago has enabled their increasing use in 
many current projects. He is a founder and leader in the science of Paleogenetics. 
 
Leaving the times of Neanderthals, we move forward to the early 20th century where on the 
19th and 20th July 1916 an estimated 10 - 15,000 British and Australian troops under the 
command of General Sir Richard Haking took on 30,000 Germans near the town of Fromelles 
on the Western Front near the French-Belgian border.  The allied soldiers were members of 
the 5th Australian Division and the British 61st Division infantry. The attack they launched 
was intended to draw German troops away from the Somme offensive, which was taking place 
further south. Top Brass determined that because the Australian Division was newly-formed 
and many of them had not had fighting experience (with the exception of the 8th Field 
Company, Royal Australian Engineers who had fought in Gallipoli) they were assigned to the 
Western Front trenches in a "nursery" or quiet sector near Armentières.1  The unfortunate result 
of this decision was that they, the most inexperienced of the Australian divisions in France, 
would be the first to see major action in the Battle of Fromelles, a week after going into the 
trenches. 
 
For the allies the battle was a disaster; their losses were estimated as being more that 7,000 of 
which over 5,500 were Australian troops.  In comparison the Germans lost less than 2,000.2  
The offensive was later to be labelled as "the worst 24 hours in Australia's entire history".3  At 
the end of the battle, the Germans carefully laid out the some of the allied dead in mass graves 
with about 70 soldiers in each. Over the intervening years these locations were ignored but not 
completely forgotten. 
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Almost a century later in 2009, following a groundswell of interest from Australia, members 
of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission along with scientists from the British-based 
Laboratory of the Government Chemist (LGC) and anthropologists and archaeologists from 
Oxford Archaeology (OA) were invited to excavate the sites, identify as many of the fallen as 
possible – including the use of DNA analysis – and rebury them with dignity at the Fromelles 
War Cemetery at Pheasant Wood.  
 
I first mentioned the Fromelles Project in Footsteps in 2017,4  noting that the remains of 250 
soldiers were carefully removed from the clay of those mass graves.  The anthropologists on 
the dig – at the height of a French summer – wore “CSI-style” protective clothing comprising 
masks, overalls and hats to prevent contamination of the bodies with their own DNA.5  Early 
in the dig, scientists from the LGC conducted a pilot project which showed that it was possible 
to obtain mtDNA from the remains.  This enabled them to guide the anthropologists as to the 
location and type of specimen that would provide the material they required.   
 
At the same time, a call was put out for DNA testing from living people who had lost a relative 
at Fromelles to enable the team to match and make family trees to determine the name of each 
soldier.  The teams were helped by Australian families who not only supplied their DNA but 
emailed photographs and other details about their lost loved ones. 
 
Maternal DNA (mtDNA) goes back thousands of generations and is inherited from the mother 
who passes it on to her male and female children.  The laboratory also tested their Y 
chromosome DNA (Y-DNA) to chase back through the paternal line.  Human DNA is made 
up of four proteins (nucleotides) popularly known by their first letter: A; T; C & G. Frequently 
these nucleotides will repeat and are termed Short Tandem Repeats or STRs.  According to the 
International Society of Genetic Genealogist (ISOGG) web page, “Y-DNA tests generally 
examine [between] 10-111 STR markers on the Y chromosome, but hundreds of markers are 
available”.6  
 
Each group of STRs is designated by a DNA Y-chromosome Segment (DYS) number. The 
number of repeats (alleles) for each individual is placed alongside each DYS. For example the 
DYS393 marker may be given the allele value of 12, which means that a group of nucleotides 
(e.g. AGTC) are repeated 12 times at marker number 393. STR test results provide the personal 
haploTYPE. 
 
A single-nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) is a change – or mutation – to a single nucleotide in 
a DNA sequence – replacing an A for a C for example.  These mutations are used to indicate 
a person’s haploGROUP – which is a single letter such as R; H; I; E etc. 
 
Using both mt and Y-DNA tests, the laboratory scientists were often able to make up a family 
tree from the matches they obtained from those relatives who had provided them with their 
DNA. 
 
Using state-of-the-art equipment, the Y-DNA match is quite visual.  The points of each marker 
are lined up like the teeth on a comb and overlaid over other “combs” to identify matches (see 
Figure 1). 
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While the LGC were working on the DNA, the OA were putting together all the other available 
identifying evidence such as hat badges, buttons, personal possessions, uniforms etc. relating 
to an individual soldier’s profile.  Initial identifying evidence was often enough to suggest the 
soldier was either Australian or British. 
 
Sometimes the laboratory team could not find both maternal and paternal aspects which meant 
they were less certain about DNA matches.  In cases like this they relied on the information 
accumulated by the archaeologists, the Data Analysis Team. 
 
The laboratory preferred to take DNA from teeth as the enamel helped protect the DNA from 
decomposition.  The tooth was cleaned in order to remove any DNA that did not belong to its 
owner and then placed into liquid nitrogen to make it brittle enough to crush into a powder.  
The powder was mixed with other chemicals enabling them to extract the DNA. The DNA was 
then purified to concentrate it to obtain the best profile.   
 
Between 2006 when the first burial plots were discovered, and 2016 when the first official 
burials took place, a total of 144 of the 250 buried Australian soldiers had been identified.  In 
the intervening years, a further 15 soldiers have been identified and in 2018 nine of them were 
honoured with the erection of new headstones during the annual commemoration ceremony at 
the Pheasant Wood Military Cemetery.  In a press release earlier this year, the Minister for 
Defence Personnel Darren Chester said that:  "... the Fromelles Project has resulted in 159 
Australian soldiers being identified, while 91 remain unidentified."7  
 
After the burials in 2016, the group was initially thinking of archiving the information, but 
realised that it was an ongoing project so a decision was made to keep the database live. 
 
The Australian Army are still collecting information and DNA about soldiers who fought and 
died in this battle and whose graves are listed as unknown.  They continue to seek people to 
register with the Australian Fromelles Relatives Database should they have a relative that fits 
this profile.  According to the Australian Army magazine:  
 

“Each year the project’s Data Analysis Team examines forensic and artefact 
evidence, historical information, anthropological data, and DNA testing and 
matching in an attempt to identify the remaining unnamed soldiers. Following 

 
Figure 1 Y-DNA matches like teeth on a comb 
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this examination, the Data Analysis Team prepares recommendations for the 
Joint Identification Board.”8 
 

Using the preserved genetic material from the remains of ancient organisms to study the past, 
as pioneered by Svante Pääbo over 20 years ago, this technology is illuminating not only the 
prehistoric natural world, but history, criminology and genealogy too. 
 
If you have an ancestor, family or know of someone that fits the Fromelles Project’s criteria, 
you can contact them at the email address: army.uwc@defence.gov.au9 

1 www.diggerhistory.info/pages-conflicts-periods/ww1/1aif/5div/5th_division.htm 
2 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_at_Fromelles 
3 McMullin, R. Disaster at Fromelles 2006, 
web.archive.org/web/20070609104522/http://awm.gov.au/wartime/36/article.asp 
4 Hunt, K. J. (2017, February). The DNA Diary – No. 2: Using DNA Genetics for Genealogy. Footsteps, No. 142, 
pp.8-9. Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 
5 Identifying the soldiers of Fromelles: the science behind the story www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAH2EaWg0jM 
6 isogg.org/wiki/Y_chromosome_DNA_tests 
7 www.defenceconnect.com.au/key-enablers/2126-australian-soldiers-identified-from-battle-of-fromelles 
8 www.army.gov.au/our-work/unrecovered-war-casualties/fromelles/the-fromelles-project 
9 Ibid. 

                                           

The Fromelles Association of Australia is also looking for more Volunteer Genealogists to 
help research the Family Trees of missing soldiers from World War I, with the goal of 
identifying all those who were found in the mass grave.  Anyone with basic genealogy skills 
can help.  Training and support will be given, and contact will be maintained online or by 
phone. The team members are scattered throughout Australia and overseas, but the group is 
now at a stage of needing to expand the team.  If you are interested, please contact Marg 
O’Leary, Assistant Coordinator of Research, via her email margrick@iinet.net.au. 
 

THEY ARE NOT FORGOTTEN 
Margaret Blight 

Two brothers from Port Macquarie, Samuel Charles Wilson and Eric 
Robert Wilson were killed, along with the 5533 other Australian 
casualties, at Fromelles in the 10 hours of fighting on 19 & 20 July 1916. 
I first became aware of their fate when researching the 60+ soldiers from 
the Hastings area who had died during or as a result of 
World War I, in preparation for a visual tribute to them 
in our local Museum.  In fact, three (3) sons of George 

and Isabella Wilson of Hibbard, Port Macquarie, were involved in that 
conflict and initially their parents received the news that ‘one son had been 
killed, one was missing, and one was wounded’ - how does any parent deal 
with that terrible news?  

In the Port Macquarie News on 9 September 1916, it was reported that Mrs 
Wilson, ‘stifling her emotion with Spartan firmness, said with Christian 
resignation, “when my three sons left me, I placed them in God’s hands and 
His will must be done.”  

 
Samuel Wilson, 

Service No. 3534 
Photo - Australian 

War Memorial 

Eric Wilson, 
Service No. 4887 
Photo Australian 
War Memorial 
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In 2015, my husband and I were visiting the battlefields around the Somme, in France, with a 
group of English visitors and a Tour Guide from Belgium.  Our guide was full of praise for the 
courage, cheerfulness and tenacity of our Australian soldiers, and proceeded to tell us that he 
was saddened that morning, to see the Graves of two brothers by the name of Wilson, who 
were killed on the same day, and were buried side by side [in Graves 1 & 2, Plot II, Row E] in 
Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery.  Much to his surprise and ours, he had chosen 
to speak about Samuel and Eric!  Our guide had only just met us, so he had no idea that we 
were from Samuel and Eric’s home town!!  
 
Both these boys had been identified by their metal Identity Discs.  Their younger brother, 
James Arthur Ernest Wilson, (Service No. 3533) also enlisted on the same day as Samuel and 
Eric, and, although wounded in the same place and on the same day on which his brothers were 
killed, he was able to return to Australia on 25 January 1919.  He was just 21 years old when 
he returned! 
              (Records of Service from the National Archives of Australia and the Australian War Memorial) 

 

DID YOU KNOW 
 2800 sets of Australian brothers perished between 1915 and 1918 at Gallipoli, Palestine 

and the Western Front.   
 In every minute of the 10-hour Battle of 

Fromelles that lasted overnight on 19 and 20 
July 1916, nine (9) Australian soldiers were 
either killed, wounded, or taken prisoner.  

 Over 12 million letters and one million 
parcels were delivered every week to 
soldiers in areas of conflict during World 
War I, including to ships in ports all over the 
world.  The Post Office in London always 
ensured that any returned letters didn’t 
arrive before the official telegram telling the 
family that their son had been killed.  There 
were 30,000 unopened letters received 
every day! 

 There were enough trenches dug in the 
battlefields, to stretch around the Australian 
coastline 1.3 times (40,234 kilometres).   

 A common meal in the trenches was 
‘maconochie’ – a tinned stew of meat, 
turnips, potatoes and carrots.  Other rations 
included bully beef, ‘hard tack’ biscuits and 
tea. ‘Hard tack’ was known as ‘Anzac 
Wafer’ or ‘Anzac Tile.’  These biscuits were 
made by Arnott’s and the recipe can be 
found at www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/hard-tack BUT a word of caution 
they are really hard – there are stories of soldiers breaking their teeth on them, so be 
careful!!  

NEWS AND NOTES. (1919, April 17).  
South Western Times (Bunbury, WA : 1917 - 

1929), p. 3.  
Retrieved September 28, 2018, from 

nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210428858 
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 Unmanned aerial vehicles or drones, were developed in World War I. The ‘Hewitt-
Sperry Automatic Airplane’ was devised as a kind of ‘aerial torpedo’ and first flew on 
6 March 1918. 

 Women were flying planes before and during World War I.  Some women in America 
taught fighter pilots, while several Russian women and a Belgian woman flew combat 
missions.  

 By January 1919, 300 Anzacs per month were marrying in Britain, an increase of 40 
percent since the Armistice in November 1918, bringing the total number of Australians 
who had married in Britain to 7518.  

 Of the nearly 272,000 Australians who survived the war, 170,000 suffered from wounds 
or illness.  In 1938 there were 77,000 incapacitated soldiers and 180,000 dependants still 
receiving pensions. 

 
 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS WITH THE LIGHT HORSE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
Janey Gladwin 

It all started as an adventure and an escape from the drudgery of splitting shingles and erecting 
fences in the humid Queensland bush. Two brothers, Harry and Edwin Hurley, sons of 
English/Irish free settlers are remembered as saying something like “surely the bloody war 
can’t be any worse than this, let’s join up” … And so began a life-altering adventure for the 
pair, lasting from 1914 till 1919 and leaving them forever changed. 

Henry Albert Hurley (Harry) was my maternal 
Grandfather. He was born in Evergreen in the Darling 
Downs area of Queensland, on 7 November 1886, the 
5th son of a pioneer litter of 15 children born over a 29-
year period.  Harry was the elder of the two by two 
years. His mother’s English family (Patch) settled and 
named the town of Evergreen by building and running 
a coaching station midway along a Cobb and Co. route 
in the Darling Downs. His father, Michael (Hurley), 
was born in Boydtown NSW in 1843 to a newly arrived 
Irish family of bonded agricultural labourers. When 
Ben Boyd’s immigration scheme failed, the family 
headed north for work before settling on a large sheep 
station (Rosalie Plains and later Jondaryan station) as 
‘lambers’ in Queensland near the Darling Downs. 

Harry and Edwin joined up at Cooyar, just north of 
Evergreen and Toowoomba, in October 1914 and were 
assigned to the 2nd Light Horse Brigade in the transport 
division of the 2nd Light Horse Field Ambulance.  

Cooyar was a big horse martialling area for the Queensland contingents of Light Horse during 
the war. The horses were brought in from around the country, corralled, shod, branded, vet 
checked, etc, there before being sent by train to Moreton Bay where they were often hoisted 
on board the ships in slings.  

 
Henry (Harry) Hurley Photo from Janey 

Gladwin Collection 
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The Field Ambulance consisted of two sections, the Mobile and the Immobile. The mobile 
section travelled with the Brigade into combat where it established a dressing station and 
retrieved and transported casualties to the Receiving station. The Immobile section, manning 
the Receiving station, was located behind the lines. From here the injured would go to a 
casualty clearing station, then they were transported further away to a Base hospital. 

The principal function of the Transport division of the Field Ambulance was providing 
transport to and from the field ambulance which meant they provided and maintained the 
horses, camels, carts, trucks, motorbikes and other conveyances that acted as ambulances and 
physically transported them to the Front. They then loaded casualties as needed and brought 
them back to the field hospitals just behind the lines.  

The Light Ambulance wagon, used in most allied arenas of war was drawn by a four-horse 
team and was used in the early part of the Middle Eastern campaign, however, they often 
proved troublesome in sandy, dusty and rocky terrains so, in true Aussie fashion, innovation 
was often employed. 

Initially Sand Carts were developed, pulled by six 
horses or mules and carrying three stretchers at a time. 
They had wide steel rims to cope with heavy sand but 
were poor on rough terrain. The smaller version, a 
Sand Sled or Sledge was a single stretcher pulled by 
two horses, but the most effective for long distances or 
impassable terrain was the ‘Cacolet’, a form of litter 
carried on camels. There were two types of ‘Cacolet’ 
used, a sitting version for less damaged casualties and 
a lying down version, both usually carrying two 
patients, one on either side of the camel’s hump.  

The 2nd Light Horse Brigade (which included the Field Ambulance) was made up of 25 officers 
and about 500 “other ranks”. The Brigade was divided into 3 squadrons which were further 
divided into 6 “troops”. Each of these troops comprised 8 sections of 4 men.  
 
Harry and Edwin left Enoggera on 14 December 1914, embarked in Moreton Bay on 15 
December 1914 aboard the Borda, sailed on the 16th from Pinkenba Qld, and via Sydney, 
Melbourne and Albany, arrived in Colombo on the 13 of January 1915 losing only three horses 
and one man during the voyage.  

The LHFA (Light Horse Field Ambulance) were operational when required and travelled with 
the 2nd LH Battalion in all their campaigns. Harry and Edwin stayed with the 2nd LHFA until 
demobbed in February 1919.  

During the course of the war the 2nd LH were merged with various other contingents as names 
were changed, casualties mounted, and reinforcements were necessary: the 2nd Australian 
Contingent (1914-15), the Australian and New Zealand Army Corp (ANZAC) (1915-1916) 
and finally the Anzac Mounted Division (1916-1919). 

A list of the Brigade’s theatres of war shows many notable battle names.  

 Gallipoli Campaign; Battle of Lone Pine; Sinai and Palestine Campaign; Battle of 
Romani; First and Second Battles of Gaza; Battle of Beersheba; Battle of Mughar Ridge; 

Cacolet - Photo J02848 Australian  
War Memorial 
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Battle of Jerusalem 1917; Capture of Jericho; First Trans-Jordan attack on Amman; First 
Battle of Amman; Battle of Megiddo (1918); Battle of Nablus (1918); Third Trans-
Jordan attack and the Second Battle of Amman (1918) 

 
Grandpa Harry departed Suez on the Port Darwin on 15 November 1918 and was demobbed 
in Australia on 26 February 1919 at the rank of Sergeant. 

His eldest brother Alfred had inherited the family property Dannybrook, on the death of his 
father Daniel in 1902. After the war, Harry would not have had much to go back to, as whilst 
he was away his Mum had died and the town he grew up in, Evergreen, had been moved – 
physically on the backs of trucks and carts – to populate and settle an area of bush on the newly 
built railway which had replaced the Cobb and Co. route.  The new town was named Peranga. 

Harry ventured to Sydney to find his sisters Nell and Nance who had either set up or managed 
a private hospital called ‘Oyama’ in Manly, NSW, nursing returned servicemen. With his years 
of field ambulance experience he was a natural for employment there and so began a romance 
with my Grandma, a young South Australian widow named Violet Bennett. They married in 
1922. 

Harry became a builder after his marriage and, in time, a father of five. He found it hard to 
settle after his war and perhaps because of this, or employment conditions during the 
Depression years, he travelled extensively with his building business. He is cited in various 
books as being the builder of the McWilliams winery which my Mum recalled when 
reminiscing of her early years in Hanwood and Griffith, NSW. He also built many of the early 
houses in Surfers Paradise, although after buying land there he sold it thinking it was a silly 
place to live with sand flies, rubbish, soil and salty wind corroding everything. After a stint in 
St Kilda, Victoria they moved to Megalong Valley and then, after it was flooded to create the 
Warragamba Dam, he settled in the northern suburbs of Sydney around the Manly area. He 
died in 1959. 

My grandmother Violet Samuels, (nee Bennett) of Truro, South Australia was the daughter of 
two publican families, the Bennetts and the Vigars. She was born in 1895 and married at age 
20 in 1915. Her husband of 20 days, Harold Samuels of Wallaroo, South Australia enlisted in 
July of that year, joining the 11th Reinforcement of the 9th Light Horse in Adelaide and sailing 
in the Benalla in October. He was preceded by Vi’s brother, Bevan (Bev) Bennett (late of Port 
Macquarie) on Star of England in September 1915. Both men were being sent as 
reinforcements to the 9th Light Horse in Gallipoli. 

It was probably comforting for Vi to know that her 27-year-old husband and 18-year-old 
brother, both carpenters in civilian life, had each other in the same Regiment for support.  

The 9th LH Brigade history during the time of Bev’s, and Harold’s service a few months later, 
was that until December 1915 they were at Gallipoli, (although Harold may have arrived just 
as they were leaving) and then they were sent to Palestine where they were assigned to the 
ANZAC Mounted Division defending the Suez Canal and providing most of the fighting force 
for the Jifjafa Raid. 

They missed the early battles of the Sinai and Palestine campaigns but in December 1916 they 
were in the bayonet attack at the Battle of Magdhaba and in January 1917, the Battle of Rafa.  

The Anzac Mounted Division were then reassigned to the Imperial Mounted Division for the 
first and second Battles of Gaza. The first was called a “fiasco” and the second an “unqualified 
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failure”. An extract of the book, Australian Light Horse by Phillip Bradley, describes the day 
that Harold Samuels died: 

‘On April 17 it was very hot with hardly a breath of air as the bombardment of Gaza began. 
The weather is warming up with a scorching wind…it must be 130F (54C) degrees in the 
shade, the grass has disappeared, and the ground is like powder. Frequent sandstorms. 

‘The infantry moved across Wadi Ghuzze to gain higher attack “jump off” positions on the 
ridges in front of Gaza defences before dawn. Turks opened fire at daylight, enemy frontal and 
enfilade [a volley of gunfire along the length of (a target)] fire… had to run for our lives back 
to the wadi under fire and shells. Many men killed and wounded. On the right flank the 
mounted divisions formed outpost lines to isolate Gaza from the east. An enemy air raid on 2nd 
LH killed six and wounded thirteen while seventeen horses were killed and thirteen wounded. 
We just got clear of the place when a plane came over and dropped three bombs in succession, 
then another Taube dropped a smoke bomb next to our British six-gun battery and then heavily 
shelled them. Bullets and shrapnel were ricocheting off the ground like heavy rain drops.  
This battle lasted until the 24th of April by which time the enemy still held Gaza and we had 
5,900 casualties.’  

After Harold Samuel’s death, Bev continued with the 9th 
Light Horse Regiment as part of the Imperial, and later 
Australian Mounted Division before he was transferred in 
August that year into the 3rd Light Horse Regiment, 
(machine gun squadron). He spent the remainder of his 
service as a machine gunner at the rank of Lance Corporal. 
 
He served in the successful Battle of Beersheba and the 
third Battle of Gaza in October and November. The 
regiment followed up the retreating Ottoman forces and 
fought in the Battle of Mughar Ridge, the Battle of Nebi 

Samwill, the Battle of Jerusalem, the Battle of Jaffa, the capture of Jericho, the attack on 
Amman, the attack on Es Salt and finally, in September and October 1918, the Battles of 
Megiddo and Nablus.  A lot of Battles. It was documented that the machine gunners usually 
sustained the highest casualty rate in the battalions. 
 
Bev returned on the Oxfordshire from Cairo and was discharged on 10 of August 1919. During 
the time that the 9th and 3rd Light Horse were deployed in the Middle East, there were several 
occasions when they crossed paths and shared battles with the 2nd Light Horse Regiment, Vi’s 
brother Bev and her future husband Harry fought in the same battles, but they never met.  
 
Bev found it hard to settle after the war.  He married Alice, obtained a hard scrabble soldier-
settlement block in Naracoorte, South Australia where he tried fruit farming on land without 
adequate soil or water. They had three children, Roger, Allan and Enid.  Later, he travelled 
widely throughout Australia and lived in Griffith with Harry and Vi for a time, catching rabbits, 
probably during the Depression. Bev spent his later years living with his brother Clem and 
wife Vera in Bridge Street, Port Macquarie where he died in 1980.  
 
His son, Allan became one of Australia’s best rodeo riders of the 1940s and 1950s and is 
recorded in the Stockman’s Hall of Fame in Longreach Qld.   

 
3rd Australian Light Horse Regiment 

machine-gunners  
Photograph from awm.gov.au 
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                THE COMPUTER CORNER – NO.  53 

                      (Information for Family Historians using Computers) 

By Rex Toomey 

How to Save Images from Trove (Part 3 – Naming Snippets) 
This is the final article of this series of Computer Corner dealing with Trove searching, and it 
discusses the naming of the Trove snippets and other digital images. 
 
Everybody has probably seen the names of images defaulted from cameras and smart phones. 
They often look like ‘20180430_162312.JPG’ which is easy to recognise as the numeric date 
and time in the format of year, month and day followed by the time (in military format) when 
the image was captured. On older devices, you may get the more useless ‘DSC00007.JPG’ 
which doesn’t represent anything other than the initials from ‘Digital Still Camera’ in front of 
a sequential number. 
 
Therefore, when downloading images from Trove there is a great opportunity to give those 
files a meaningful name or something to help other researchers locate the image. On MS 
Windows, the name of the file and its path may be up to 254 characters in length, so do not 
feel overly constrained by the length of the image file name!  
 
On the internet there are many different sites providing a wide range of ideas on how images 
should be named. In general, the main concepts are that file names should be consistent and 
descriptive to help organise the files. A clear ‘name structure’ will benefit the person creating 
the file and others, both now and in the future. It is recommended the file name also provide a 
useful cue to the content and status of a file, including its version. Following these suggestions 
will save a lot of time as well as reduce the chances of losing files.  

The file names should also follow these rules: 
1. Format all dates as YYYYMMDD. Note that the century must be included! 
2. Avoid these special characters: ~ ! @ # $ % ^ < > ?  
3. Ensure leading zeros are applied to sequential numbering such as ‘0001, 0002…1001’ 
4. Use underscores (file_name), dashes (file-name), no separation (filename), or camel 

case (FileName) instead of spaces, which may not be recognised by some software.  
 

Finally, what elements of the image should appear in the file name? It is recommended the file 
name include the newspaper name, date and page number, as well as the name of the subject 
of the article and why it appeared in the newspaper. Look at the following example: 
‘SMH_18780912_p12a_John Smith_DN.JPG’. Notice that it contains all these elements but 
there could also be another way of rearranging the file name so that the date appears first: 
‘18780912_Sep12_SMH_DN_Smith,John (67y; d.09.09.1878; of Sydney)_p12a.JPG’. Notice 
that the age, death date and place has been added from the actual notice. This will ensure there 
is no ambiguity about the person named in the article.  
 
Some researchers may think this is a long and tedious process however if these suggestions are 
followed, there will never be a situation whereby the question is asked: “I wonder how I came 
by that death notice?” 
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TILE TALES BOOK REVIEW 
Clive Smith 

Tile Tales : the stories behind the names on the tiles on the 
external front wall of the Port Macquarie Memorial Olympic 
Swimming Pool [foreword by] Keith C Uptin OAM ; 
[preface by] Yvonne Toomey, 2018 (ISBN 9780980817072) 
 
Some years ago, having parked in front of the swimming 
pool, my attention was drawn to the tiles on the external wall 
of the changing rooms, and I remembered that my parents 
had paid for one of the tiles. After finding it, I continued on 
my way to a committee meeting of this Society, where I 
expressed a concern that, should the changing rooms be 
demolished (they were then almost fifty years old), the tiles 
would be destroyed and so would, probably, the only 
surviving record of the generosity of the  families and 
businesses that donated the cost of building the changing 
rooms by “buying” a tile. The committee appointed Yvonne 

Toomey to manage a project to collect and publish information about those families and 
businesses. This book is the result. 
 
There are almost 500 tiles on the wall. For eight of them, no reliable information could be 
found to identify the donor (the Rotary Club of Port Macquarie, which organized the fund-
raising, has lost or destroyed the relevant records), but for the remainder Yvonne and her 
collaborators (especially her husband Rex) have compiled 670 pages of stories about the 
people, families and businesses. Some of the people and families have a long connection, over 
many generations, with Port Macquarie; others were recent arrivals or even simply holiday-
makers. The stories give information about the families, their connection with Port Macquarie, 
and (where possible) their arrival in Australia. 
 
Not only do these stories preserve family histories, together they draw a comprehensive picture 
of Port Macquarie society in the early nineteen-sixties – an era that is already over fifty years 
old and fading from memory. Consequently, this book is just as important for the future as the 
pioneer registers produced in the past. 
 
The book is illustrated with photographs obtained from the relevant families, the Port 
Macquarie News, and other sources. There is a comprehensive index (over 40 pages) making 
the book an even more valuable reference tool. Understandably, in a book of this size, 
individual facts are not referenced (that would probably more than double the size of the book), 
but there is a bibliography of the sources consulted, and individual stories usually contain 
references to people who provided information and anecdotes. 
 
Originally, I expected a slim volume with a few words about each donor. Now we have what 
I can only describe as a work of an encyclopaedic nature.  
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

 Renewals New Members 
 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 
30th June 

1st Jan to 
30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 
editions—November, 

February, May, August 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year. 

 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up 
to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where 
appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for 
further research.  

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 
include details of relevant information and sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire 
via mail and include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, 
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 
provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 
miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 
are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 
now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history – local, Australian and overseas – is available for 
members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 
volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 
break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library in the 
Technology Room, from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after the General Meeting. The topic, 
will be advertised in the latest InfoEmail and at the General Meeting and the discussion is 
followed by general family history assistance. A cuppa is available. Bring your laptop if you 
have one, but it is not essential as there are some computers available in the room. 
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 
Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 
Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Tile Tales; Stories behind the names on the front wall of the 
Port Macquarie Swimming Pool, 752 pages, hard cover 

$60 $60 2kg 

Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie – Hastings 
Full colour, 224 pages (glove box sized) 

$27 $30 425g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 
Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  
(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  
1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 
Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 
1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$8 $10 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  
(CD-ROM in colour) 

$17 $20 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 
1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 
Images (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 
Up to 250g (Large letter) $3 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter) $5  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $15 Holds several books 
 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 
books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 
overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be 
possible. Please contact the Secretary (see page 2).  

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au – please complete the order form and send 
with your payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 
PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444. 

Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society 
Inc. or send an email to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au to gain the Society’s banking details and 
direct deposit reference to pay by direct deposit via the internet. Pre-payment is required 
however, Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.  
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 
 

PO Box 1359 
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 
Mobile: 0475 132 804 

 
 

Our Research Home 
 

Local Studies/Family History Room 
Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 
 

Our Meeting Room 
 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 
Gordon Street 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 
 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with: 
 

Royal Australian Historical Society 
Parramatta Female Factory Friends 

AFFHO 

 Australian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc.  

NSW & ACT Association 
of Family History Societies Inc. 
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