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PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS’ WORTH 

Diane Gillespie 

Welcome to 2019!  I hope all members have enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and New Year 

break.  While we have been enjoying the fun times of Christmas, good company, visiting 

relatives, the sun and beach, the Committee members have also been formulating plans for 

another busy year, as well as taking the opportunity to further their own research which is often 

shelved or side-lined during the busier part of the year.  

 

Our interdependent partnership with the Port Macquarie Library drew to a delicious end in 

mid-December when PMDFHS Library volunteers were treated to a yummy morning tea 

hosted by the Library staff.  At this event we were proud to provide a substantial donation to 

Port Macquarie Library to be ear-marked for a subscription to FindMyPast, not only for 

members but also members of the public who wish to use this subscription website in any of 

the public libraries within the Hastings Council area. 

 



 

Footsteps Page 4 February 2019 

 

This issue of ‘Footsteps’ is our 150th, which is certainly a 

cause for celebration.  It comes at the beginning of a new 

calendar year and it allows us to pause and look to the future 

and make both short and long-term plans for our Society.  

Our award-winning journal has certainly come a long way 

from a double-sided duplicated or photocopied single sheet 

of paper to today’s professional-looking issue. 

 

Our Society continues to evolve and develop as we strive to 

keep members up to date with recent developments in 

research, DNA, and the availability of new resources.  Many 

Societies now deliver their journal electronically. This has 

been discussed within our committee but no plans as such 

have been established for our journal.  Our Secretary posts 

our journal to numerous other Societies, many of which are 

now opting to receive it electronically and reply, sending 

their journal to us in the same manner. 

 

At the time of writing we have tentative plans for 2019, covering speakers for our monthly 

meetings for most of the year, a presence at the ‘Sensational Seniors’, a Summer Barbecue and 

a DNA half-day seminar, and that only covers the first third of the year! 

 

Other plans include a research trip to Sydney, a possible attendance at a DNA Seminar in 

August in Sydney, a full day Seminar in Port Macquarie, and attendance at the upcoming 

conference at Ku-ring-gai in Sydney in October.  For the very keen there is also a conference 

in Queensland in May.  

 

What are your personal family history plans for the coming year?  

 

Is it finally time to finish your research, to write more, to track down that elusive ancestor who 

has been hiding in plain sight, to follow the DNA matches that are producing 3rd, 4th or 5th 

cousins, or is it to take the giant leap and publish your findings? 

 

I know several family historians merely enjoy the thrill of the hunt while others have folders 

and possibly filing cabinets full of family history ‘stuff’.  Do you have plans for this 

accumulation of history?  Are your documents correctly sourced and organised? 

 

Please give some thought to what will happen to your research that you have lovingly 

accumulated over the past 20, 40 or 60 years.  It is twenty years since the last year of the 

twentieth century – why not make it a year of achievement? 

 

How do you plan to spend 2019 within the Family History Community?  Come and spend 

some time with like-minded people.  Share your successes and discuss your brick walls. 

 

 I look forward to seeing you at one or many of our events throughout the coming year. 

 

 

 
Diane presenting Jim McGuire with 

the cheque for a subscription to 
FindMyPast in December 2018 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Warren Luxford, Sandra Thomson, Robert Sheridan all from Port Macquarie and Kerry 

Sutherland from Kew. We hope you enjoy your association with our Society. 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Margaret Blight 

It is a pleasure to be the Editor of this 150th edition of the Port Macquarie & Districts Family 

History Society’s ‘Footsteps’ magazine, which has been produced continuously by volunteers 

of the Society for the past 34 years.   

The first issue of the magazine was published in October 1985, for the newly established Mid 

North Coast Family History Group which comprised members from Taree and Kempsey as 

well as Port Macquarie.   

The name “FOOTSTEPS” was decided upon at a Meeting in May 1986, and soon after the 

Mid North Coast Group became the Hastings Valley Family History Group, before becoming 

incorporated as the Port Macquarie and Family History Society Inc. in November 1998.  

Initially the ‘magazine’ was a single page newsletter which provided information about 

coming events and outings, as well as items of interest or questions to help the members with 

their research.  Initially too, the newsletter was produced monthly, and later bi-monthly, and 

by 1991, it had grown to an A4-sized, 24-page publication.  In 1992, possibly because of the 

difficulty of producing the magazine six times a year, it became a quarterly publication, 

distributed in February, May, August and November each year.  It was changed to its current 

A5 format in 1991.  At this time, too, although having an Edition Number, the publications 

were known as the Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter Editions.  This naming format 

continued for ten years until August 2002 (Edition No. 87) when the ‘season’ name was 

replaced with the ‘month’ name.  

During 2007 and 2008, the journal was reduced to a four-monthly production cycle, but this 

was not found to provide enough notice to members about upcoming and current ‘activities,’ 

so in 2009 it reverted to the annual three-monthly production cycle which has continued to the 

present day.  However, in order to provide more up-to-date information about current and 

proposed events and activities, a monthly InfoEmail was introduced in addition to the 

Footsteps magazine.  This has enabled Footsteps to focus on members’ stories, and to provide 

timeless information that has continuing relevance to our family historians. 

Over the years there have been many editors and others who have helped with the production 

of the magazine, all of whom have contributed to its on-going success.  Following is a list of 

those members and the numbers of the publications with which they were involved. 

Gwen Griffin Commenced 1985 Editions 1-20 

Kay Browne Jun-July 1988 Editions 21-24 

Nora Kevan Jan-Feb 1989 Editions 25-40 

Pauline Every Sept-Oct 1991 Editions 41-46 

Nora Kevan Summer 1992 Edition 47 

Betty Farrawell Autumn 1993 Editions 48-49 

Pauline Every  Spring 1993 Editions 50-57 

Sheila Jones Spring 1995 Edition 58 
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I’m sure all members are grateful for the time and commitment given by these members to 

ensuring that important and interesting information has been circulated in a timely manner 

over so many years.  Members can be assured that the magazine will continue to provide 

interesting and informative articles for many more years to come. 

   

THE VERY FIRST FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTERS 

by Gwen Griffin   

When Barbara Robins and Cheryl Perry initiated our Family History Group all those years ago, 

we were just a very small group of people trying to help each other to further our research into 

our own family’s histories.  

 

I think at one of our meetings I volunteered to do a newsletter in which we would put some of 

the names we were all researching.  The first newsletter was on single sheet of foolscap paper 

and I typed it on my old clunky typewriter at home.  I tried to use carbon paper to make copies 

but not very successfully, so I would type each copy separately.  Considering there were so 

few of us, this was not too hard to do.  

 

In this one-page newsletter I used to add some local Port Macquarie history, some little bits 

about various genealogy topics and some snippets from various other publications.  When I 

look back it was a very primitive amateurish newsletter but at the time it served the purpose.  

Today’s technology makes things so much easier.  

 

It was much later when we decided on giving our newsletter a name and it became “Footsteps” 

from Edition No. 7 in May 1986.  I recently discovered my notes taken at that time where I 

recorded “After many discussions, we finally came up with the name “Footsteps” for our 

newsletter with our logo of footsteps with arrows going one way, and just footsteps coming the 

other way – showing our convict heritage and our freedom”. 

 

At first, we used to meet in a room in an old house in Munster Street which belonged to the 

Neighbourhood Centre (no longer there).  When Kay Browne took over, she was working at 

the Town Library.  This was then located in Clarence Street near todays Glasshouse and we 

started having our meetings upstairs in the Library, as the Neighbourhood Centre was no longer 

Sheila Jones and Robyn Byers Summer 1995 Editions 59-61 

Dot Buckley Spring 1996  Editions 62-63 

Robyn Byers Autumn 1997 Edition 64 

Dot Buckley Winter 1997 Edition 65 

Robyn Niebling Spring 1997 Editions 66-70 

Jack Harvey Summer 1998 Editions 71-73 

Kath Gordon Spring 1999 Editions 74-77 

Kay Browne Spring 2000 Editions 78-101 

Anne Keena August 2006 Editions 102-111 

Rex & Yvonne Toomey August 2009 Editions 112-115 

Yvonne Toomey August 2010 Editions 116 to 124 

Eugenia Rauch November 2012 Editions 125-136 

Shirley Aitchison November 2015 Editions 137-148 
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available to us.  Here we had better access to records, and there was also more up to date 

equipment for producing the newsletters.  

 

Just look how far we have come with our wonderful current “Footsteps” since that time and 

with the progress we have made over the years to become the large organisation of today.  It 

is so much larger than Barbara, Cheryl and I could ever have imagined!  

   

THE EARLY YEARS .... FOOTSTEPS MAGAZINE 

       By Kay Browne 

This sculpture of three women and a young boy is called 

“Footsteps for Freedom”.  When I saw it on the Hobart 

waterfront, I couldn’t resist photographing it for our journal, 

Footsteps.  The sculpture represents the 13,000 convict women 

and thousands of children transported to Tasmania in the 

1800s.  The sculptor was Rowan Gillespie and it was unveiled 

in October 2017. 

 

Port Macquarie was an early penal settlement also.  Our 

convicts, followed by free settlers, were responsible for the 

development of our town, and they have placed their mark on 

it in many ways. 

 

Our journal Footsteps was launched soon after the Society’s 

creation in 1985. Originally the Society had monthly 

newsletters to provide information to members.  These were 

photocopied by the Library so there was little cost in producing 

them. As the Society grew it was decided to be more formal and produce a journal with more 

information and articles. 

 

The name Footsteps was selected from a simple idea:  family researchers were following the 

footsteps of their forebears and at the same time creating their own footsteps for future 

generations.  The first cover depicted this, with footprints across the page. The cover was 

designed by one of the librarians, Lynne Alsop, who was a calligrapher and artist in her spare 

time. 

 

Initially the number of pages in the journal was not consistent, as it depended on articles from 

members and ‘fillers’ or brief articles that the editor would include so there were no blank 

sections or pages.  Many members did not feel they had the skills to write an article, so ideas 

were introduced to encourage members to write small pieces on topics such as, ‘how I 

overcame my ‘brick wall’; ‘my convict ancestor’; ‘my great grandparent’.  Members took on 

these ideas as they saw the value of having information in the magazine for possible 

connections with others.  Regular articles have also been added over the years and the journal’s 

style and presentation has improved as the technical skills of the editors improved.  When I 

began my stint as editor, my computer skills were very basic!  The Society has worked on 
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consistency of style in all its publications and photographs have been added to give a new 

dimension to the journal.  

 

Footsteps has gradually evolved to become what it is today - a journal of quality.  In 2011 the 

magazine won the first Nick Vine Hall Award when Yvonne Toomey was the editor, and in 

2014 the magazine won the Award for second time with its May 2013 issue edited by Eugenia 

Rauch.  This was quite an honour as the Nick Vine Hall Award is presented for the best family 

history journal or newsletter published throughout Australia and New Zealand.  

 

This first Footsteps for 2019 is the 150th edition and I believe the Society can be very proud 

of the journal and of its continuous production since those early days in 1985. 

 

 

FOOTSTEPS CONTRIBUTIONS  

Margaret Blight 

The next issue of Footsteps will be published in May 2019 and Members are encouraged to 

write about any research or family activities that might be of interest.   

However, perhaps the focus could be on houses, homes, farms, hotels or 

properties where you and/or your ancestors lived and worked.  How, 

why, when, did they settle there?  Did they stay for long?  If not, where 

did they go, and why?  Is the house, property etc. still there?  What is it 

used for now?  Surprisingly some families moved many times when they 

came to Australia, but those who remained in the United Kingdom and 

Europe often stayed in the same location for generations – why did they 

keep moving when they came to Australia?   

Photos and illustrations add interest and generally enhance a story. The photos may be attached 

separately as JPGs, but if so, please indicate your preferred position for them in the article. 

Articles should be limited to 1500–1550 words with up to four photos, or up to 1800 words 

without photos. When inserting references in your articles, it is requested that you use Numbers 

(not Roman Numerals) and place them as ‘endnotes’.  

Articles that are submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of the 

author or the contributor submitting the articles. If the writing is not the work of the author, 

permission must be sought from the original author where possible, and the source of the work 

should be indicated in the article when it is submitted. 

The views expressed by authors and contributors to this journal are not necessarily those of              

the Society.  All articles and items are subject to copyright unless otherwise indicated and no 

portion of this journal may be reproduced without written permission of the Society.  

Articles can be submitted at any time, but it would be appreciated if they can be sent to the 

editor@pmdfhs.org.au by Friday 22 March 2019.  

Members whose articles are published in Footsteps, will have their names included in a draw 

in May in the following year, and the person whose name is drawn will receive a one-year 

PMDFHS membership. 
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CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? 

This is a new addition to Footsteps wherein we hope to assist Members to find or connect with 

‘missing’ or ‘present day’ family members or relatives who cannot be traced through other 

sources.  For privacy, any correspondence and/or connections can be made through the Editor, 

unless the member wishes to have replies/correspondence submitted directly to them.  An 

example of a request for assistance is as follow: 

 I would like to contact any descendants of Horace Charles JAMES (1861-1930) and 

 Mary Ann JAMES, née Nichols (1861-1938), or their sons, Albert George JAMES 

 (1889-1973), William Arthur JAMES (1891-1943), Edward Charles JAMES (1894-

 1975) and Cecil Gordon JAMES (1900-1958) who lived in the Gordon area of NSW in 

 the late 1800s and early 1900s.   

 Any information regarding the family members would be much appreciated.  

 Please reply using Reference No. 236, to editor@pmdfhs.org.au  

 

LET’S CELEBRATE 

Yvonne Toomey 

Congratulations to all the editors and to all the contributors for helping to reach this 

sesquicentenary issue of Footsteps.  To have reached this wonderful milestone of 150 issues 

is something to be proud of. 

 

When asked by the editor to write about a special celebration which may have occurred in my 

lifetime, it became a very difficult task to single out just one event in particular - which one do 

you write about? which one is the most significant? 

 

My first thought was that celebrations categorically begin at birth. For most people, this is a 

wonderful reason to rejoice and welcome a brand-new life into the world.  In the early years 

of the baby’s development there are many ‘firsts’ for the parents to celebrate; the first word, 

the first step, and Birthdays and Christmas.  

 

Then begins education which is a big part of anyone’s life, and during this time many academic 

and sporting achievements are added to the list of celebrations.  Another celebration is the first 

day of employment, an overseas holiday, and on many occasions, marriage - a celebration held 

dear in most people’s hearts - then a new home where a new life starts again, and the circle is 

now complete. 

 

However, individual achievements and personal celebrations 

are not the only things to be proud of.  Some world events are 

also celebrations that cannot be ignored: the end of World War 

I and the end of World War II; the dismantling of the Berlin 

Wall, and the first landing of the Man on the Moon, which is 

still quite vivid in my memory.  

 

Although I cannot choose one event over another, one thing is for certain: Life is a celebration, 

let’s embrace it. 
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Do You Know? …  

 

• Port Macquarie Hastings Library has an “Imaginarium,” a Creative Studio within the 

Library, behind the Local History/Family History Studies Room, where anyone can 

celebrate a special occasion by recording a song, making a video, or telling a story.  It 

is free to use for Library members, but a short induction lesson is required. 

• We usually celebrate a Birthday by singing ‘Happy Birthday to You…’ but do you know 

that the song was originally written for teachers to sing to their children in the classroom.  

In 1893 two Kentucky, USA, teachers, Patty and Mildred Hill, wrote “Good morning 

To All” and the tune was published in a book for school teachers.  It is not clear who, or 

when the words were changed, but in 1933 the song was used in an Irving Berlin 

musical.  One of the Hill sisters sued, arguing that they held the copyright to the song.  

They won the case, and the courts ruled that copyright still holds today, and possibly 

until the year 2030.  The owner of the copyright splits the proceeds, believed to be more 

than $2 million a year, with the Hill’s family estate! 

• Christmas trees help us to celebrate the Christmas season and one day soon we may be 

able to have our Christmas tree and eat it too!  A doctoral student at the University of 

Sheffield in England is currently researching sustainable ways to convert pine needles 

of used Christmas trees into new materials such as sugar.  A complex polymer makes 

up 85% of the composition of pine needles and because this polymer is rich in 

carbohydrates, researchers are attempting to break it down to make edible sweeteners. 

• The Irish have a long history of celebrating the death of a person with a ‘Wake.’  Friends 

and family gather around the deceased person and make as much noise as possible; 

telling stories, sharing food, and drinking to excess, all the time watching over the body 

to ensure that the deceased person really doesn’t ‘wake’ up.  In many areas, this 

traditional Irish Wake has been replaced with the custom of visitation and most families 

now no longer display the body in their own home, having turned that ritual over to 

funeral homes and churches.  However, despite this shift, in some areas the traditional 

Irish Wake continues to hold its ground. 

 

BRUTE FORCE RESEARCH 

Michael Jacobs 

Maybe she is not my earliest known ancestor, but she is certainly my most interesting one.  

Jane Lear was born Jane Ward, or Fry, or Luton, or Brain, around 1778 in Hanham, 

Gloucestershire, England.  The name Lear first came to my attention in my earliest family 

history studies through the name of my grandmother - Gladys Metha Lear Shields née Kook 

(1889-1977).  Gladys was a typical early Australian of her era - the product of an immigrant 

father and a mother who was a descendant of a convict.  The immigrant father, Danish 

photographer Jacob Peter Cornelius Kock (1858-1935), aka Kook (Kock was not considered 

an acceptable name in Victorian times in Australia), was the son of a well-respected lawyer 

and government official in Denmark, whose wife’s first name was Metha.  Gladys’ mother 

was Adelaide Theresa Lear, granddaughter of convict William Lear.  Tracing the family lines 
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back to Adelaide’s grandfather William Lear was unremarkable due in large part to the 

excellent convict records available. 

William, eldest son of John & Jane Lear was born in 1797 in Bitton, Gloucestershire, a coal 

mining district not far from Bristol.  By 1809 John and Jane had 7 children, William, Stephen, 

Thomas, Samuel, Nancy, James and Isaac.  John suffered the fate of many coal miners of the 

time and was killed in a mine collapse in 1811 leaving his wife Jane with 6 children between 

the ages of 2 and 13 to care for (3-year-old daughter Nancy had died in 1808 and 11-year-old 

Thomas would die in 1813).  

Eldest son William first comes to the attention of authorities in 1817 at age 19 when he is 

convicted, but later reprieved apparently by government decree. Unfortunately, in the same 

year he was arrested again for theft, along with co-conspirator James Baker and sentenced to 

7 years transportation.  He landed in Van Diemen’s Land in January 1820. 

In 1820, second eldest child Stephen was arrested, tried, convicted and sentenced to 

transportation for life, also arriving in Van Diemen’s Land in 1820, 11 months after his brother 

William.  In 1823, records show that Stephen is assigned to his brother Samuel, but there is no 

apparent arrival record for Samuel Lear.  The first mystery. 

Stephen it seems was trouble, and in 1825 he 

was hanged in Hobart Town for theft.  His 

record states that “his mother and father-in-

law were transported for life”.  This of course 

raised two questions: firstly, when and where 

was his mother convicted? There was no 

record of a Jane Lear in the convict records, 

and secondly, if Stephen had a father-in-law, 

he must have been married, but there were no 

records of such a marriage to be found.  Mysteries number two and three. 

First to Jane Lear.  There was no record of Jane Lear in either the convict records or the 

Gloucester Assizes records.  So, the option that Jane had not surprisingly re-married after her 

first husband died in 1811, had to be considered, but no record of such a marriage could be 

found in the Bitton parish records (Jane’s own parish).  At this point, I considered a brute force 

approach necessary - find every female convict who was named Jane and was convicted in 

Gloucester, and who arrived in Australia before Stephen’s hanging in 1825.  Interestingly, only 

one record matched these criteria – a Jane Baker, sentenced to transportation for life for theft 

in 1819 arriving in Sydney in September 1820.  

It didn’t take long to establish that Jane Baker arrived on the Morley (3) in September 1820 

and the manifest of passengers offloaded in Sydney included an 11-year-old Isaac Baker as a 

free person in the company of his convict mother.  This had to be my Jane Lear as she had a 

son born in 1809 named Isaac. 

Further investigation of the Morley (3) manifest showed that it first landed at Hobart Town 

and among the passengers off-loaded there was one Samuel Lear – a free person. 

So, mother Jane Lear/Baker was transported with her free sons Isaac and Samuel to Australia 

while her two eldest convict sons were already in Hobart Town. 
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But what of Stephen Lear’s father-in-law.  Thinking about the meaning of the term father-in-

law, I considered the possibility of a more literal interpretation of what we would call today, 

his stepfather.  This led to the discovery of Jane’s Marriage to James Baker in 1814 in nearby 

Bristol.  Undoubtedly, this James Baker is the same James Baker who was co-conspirator with 

William Lear when he was convicted in 1817 though as yet, unsubstantiated. 

Following Stephen’s hanging in 1825, Jane Baker/Lear petitioned the Governor of NSW for 

permission to move to The Derwent (aka Hobart Town) to be with her sons.  Permission was 

granted to both Jane and Isaac Baker and they moved in 1826. Jane and Isaac resumed the use 

of the ‘Lear’ surname on arriving in Hobart Town. 

The only remaining living family member not now in Australia was second youngest son 

James.  There was no record of him in the Bitton or Hanham areas after 1830 but Tasmanian 

shipping records show a James Lear arriving in Hobart Town in 1832 and in later years 

associating with his brothers William and Samuel. 

So, of the seven living members of the Lear/Baker family, William, Stephen and Jane Lear, 

plus James Baker, were transported to Australia as convicts while three, Samuel, Isaac and 

James, arrived as free persons.  The family was re-united in its new country where they 

remained to prosper and proliferate. 

The history of Bitton and the surrounding area paints a grim picture of coal mines, especially 

of early death, child labour and poverty.  Not surprisingly, some families felt they had little 

option but to pursue petty theft to meet their daily needs.  In this same Bitton area however, 

there evolved through the 18th century a notorious criminal gang known as the Cock Road 

Gang led primarily by members of the Caines family.  It is clear upon reviewing the 

membership and activities of this gang, that Jane’s second husband James Baker was involved 

with the gang and subsequently involved the whole family in gang activities.  Interesting, 

though James Baker was transported for his crimes, the Lear family appear to have had no 

relationship with him in Australia.  Had they now realised what damage he had done to the 

family? 

Whatever the reason, the Lears stuck together and ultimately prospered, as did many of their 

convict associates (except of course for Stephen who died in the hangman’s noose). 

Jane died in Hobart in 1842, Samuel and William left for the goldfields of Victoria in the late 

1840s, and Samuel died in 1851 in Ballarat, while William in 1872 in Eaglehawk (Bendigo). 

Isaac and James remained in Hobart where Isaac died in 1868 and James in 1894. 

 

Do you Know? … 

• The last convict ship to arrive in Australia was the Hougoumont which docked in 

Fremantle, Western Australia on 9 January 1868 – just over 150 years ago. 

• Slavery was abolished in the United States with the ratification of the 13th Amendment 

in December 1865 – again just over 150 years ago. 

• After Transportation and Slavery were abolished, people from the Pacific Islands were 

‘recruited’ to work as long-term indentured labourers or ‘unfree labour’ in British 

Colonies such as British Columbia, Fiji and Queensland, Australia, as well as in 
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California and Chile.  Of the more than 60,000 Islanders who came to Australia from 

1863 onwards, eventually the majority were repatriated by the Australian Government 

between 1906 and 1908 (under legislation prompted by the White Australia Policy).  

This was only 110 years ago. 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF LEVI LAWRENCE 

Pauline Every 

Preface:  In 2018 I joined the Society’s Members’ Writers Group.  One of our exercises was 

to write a story about a day in the life of one of our ancestors.  I chose my 3rd Great Grandfather, 

Levi Lawrence (1807-1894) a Minister of the Adulam Non-Conformist Church in Merthyr 

Tydfil, Glamorganshire, Wales.  For inspiration I used a Newspaper article in the Cardiff 

Times that mentioned Levi and gave a graphic account of a tragic event that happened in 1861.  

I also drew on details I knew of the family from Church records, BDMs and Census records. 

 

A Day in the Life of Levi Lawrence. 

 

It is Friday 31st May 1861.  I am woken by the sound of the Pit horn as it echoes through the 

valley.  My two sons, John, 28 and Thomas, 22 will be starting their shift with hundreds of 

other locals at the Penydarren Iron Works.  I can hear a cart outside our house.  The wheels 

clatter over the cobble stones as it makes its way down our narrow street.  I rise and stand in 

front of the corner washstand to freshen for the day ahead.  It is early summer, but the room is 

cold.  I dress quickly in my dark suit, comb my hair and tidy my beard.  I always make sure I 

am presentable for my parishioners.   

 

I can hear my daughter Martha downstairs 

preparing our morning meal.  I pause and say 

a prayer for the souls of my beloved wife Jane 

and our son William, gone these past seven 

years, and I give thanks that we were blessed 

with six loving children and now five (5) 

grandchildren.   

 

Going downstairs I see my youngest daughter 

Anne helping Martha at the stove as she 

serves the porridge.  This morning, as Pastor 

of the Adulam Non-Conformist Church, I will 

visit members of my congregation who are 

unwell, to offer comfort and support and to pray with them for their recovery.  

 

The sun is high now as I walk down Brecon Road.  I see Mr. Walter Probert outside the Park 

View Public House, he calls to me asking if I would like to join him for a light meal.  Mr. 

Probert has fallen on hard times after losing his farm up near the Iron Works.  His health has 

declined, and he has many family troubles that weigh heavily on him.  He seems better today, 

and we eat our simple meal in the garden beside the Inn.  It is hot as we enjoy our bread and 

cheese under the tree.  He has an ale, but I prefer apple cider which I find much more 

 
Interior - Adulum Non-Conformist Church in 

Glamorganshire, Wales 
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refreshing.  I take my leave of Mr. Probert who seems in good spirits and continue my way to 

my church in Lower Thomas Street where I will work on my sermon for next Sunday.   

 

It’s late afternoon and still warm when I walk home to our house in Morgan Street.  It is a 

modest two-bedroom terrace in a street of workman’s houses, filled with families from the 

local coal mines, many of whom are my parishioners.  Martha is preparing our supper.  At 18 

she has taken over the role of housekeeper, ably assisted by my youngest daughter Anne who 

is only 14.  Anne has worked as a servant for the past four years for a local family up on the 

hill.  My eldest daughter Mary married Rees Harris nine years ago when she was only 18 and 

they now have 4 children.  I thank the Lord each day for my children and grandchildren, and 

that they have been blessed with good health, food for their table and a roof over their heads.   

 

I have only just sat down when there is a knock at the front door.  I open it to find my 8-year-

old grandson Will Harris panting in front of me… “Grandpa, mum says you must come quick.  

Mr. Probert had a gun and shot himself in the water-closet at the Park Inn, and he is bleeding 

Grandpa.  They put him on a cart and are taking him to his house…. there is so much blood!”. 

 

Do You Know?... 

 

Finding out about your Church of Ireland ancestors is about to become significantly easier as 

the Representative Church Body (RCB) Library has been given a £100,000 Government grant 

to digitise a huge number of records that span over several centuries.  Most of the institution’s 

records are currently only available in the Braemor Park Library in Churchtown, County 

Dublin.  The Grant will enable volumes as old as 400 years to be digitised so they can be 

accessed from anywhere in the world, but of course it is estimated that the process is likely to 

take several years.  

 

The RCB Library holds parish registers for the Church of Ireland for baptisms, marriages and 

burials and includes 1,100 sets of parish records. The main reason for wanting to digitise the 

records is to safeguard them, as they have received a huge amount of ‘wear and tear’ through 

the generations.  The earliest record will be 400 years old this February (2019).  It is made of 

sheep’s hide and is still fully legible! 

 

Currently the web site www.IrishGenealogy.ie holds both civil and church records and can 

be accessed by the public for free.   

 

Further information about the Grant and proposed digitisation of the RCB Library registers, 

is available at:  https://tinyurl.com/Digitising-Church-Ireland-Regs 

 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF MALCOLM PATTERSON 

Diane Gillespie 

The sky began to lighten as the sun cracked the distant horizon, spreading its light slowly to 

welcome the new day.  A small pin prick became a ball, which then became a large glowing 

disk and the rays of ‘ol’ sol’ welcomes another warm day.  Small birds of the mulga, budgies, 

zebra finches, and wood swallows, squabbling noisily also greeted the day, seeking water and 

nourishment that only they knew how to locate, in the desolate Australian bush. 
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Malcolm stirred with the light.  He sat up, brushing the dust from his shirt.  He banged his hat 

against the knee of his dusty trousers and a cloud of red dust gathered round him.  He had spent 

the night curled in the lee of the dusty, red sandhill.  It had been a chilly night without a fire, 

but now the sun was coming up and he wanted to find some water before the heat of the day.  

He had left Merri Merrigal on the Lachlan River, two days previous, to walk to the new town 

of Mount Hope, 4 days walk to the north. 

 

He had made the trip once before with his son who was also called Malcolm but had decided 

to go alone this time.  His water bag had developed a leak and had dripped slowly, leaving 

small drops in the parched, red sand as he wandered northward and now his water supplies 

were low.  He was sure this was the correct way, but all the mulga looked the same in outback 

NSW, especially when moving away from the river bank.  

 

With the sun came the flies.  They hovered 

around Malcolm’s face, landing around his eyes, 

crawling up his nose and sought access to his 

mouth.  There was no escape from them but tying 

a strip of his shirt around his face offered some 

protection from them, as well as from the dust 

that swirled around in the heat. 

 

Shimmering mirages began to appear towards the 

horizon and Malcolm was hopeful that they held 

the promise of water, as he realised that without water, it was going to be a struggle to make it 

to Mount Hope. 

 

The faint track that he was following kept disappearing in the bush, but he struggled valiantly 

onwards. The sun moved higher in the sky and the temperature increased markedly as the day 

progressed.  This area of NSW is arid, monotonous and soul-destroying, so unlike the 

highlands of Argyle, Scotland that he had left behind some forty years previously.  He 

wondered, ‘Did it ever rain in this part of the world?’ 

 

Malcolm moved more slowly as the day progressed and by mid-afternoon he began to struggle 

markedly.  He was dehydrated and now he was lost……. 

 

Malcolm was never heard of again.  He disappeared while walking from the property, Merri 

Merrigal, near Hillston, towards the new settlement at Mount Hope where he had hoped to 

secure employment.  His remains would possibly have been buried where he fell.  He did not 

carry any identification and his death would have been registered at Hay as an ‘Unknown 

Person’, with merely a description of what was left of him, and his approximate location.  It is 

impossible to distinguish him from all the other ‘Unknown Person’ records in the ledger at the 

courthouse in Hay. 

 

Little did he know that his 3x great granddaughter would be searching these same registers at 

Hay, 100 years hence, hoping beyond hope, to identify him from the death registrations. 

 

Typical Mallee/Mulga Country – Photo from 

Creative Commons 
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CONDITIONS IN THE DRY AUSTRALIAN OUTBACK 

The following excerpt from the Weekly Times (Melbourne, Vic.:1869-1954), Wednesday 18 

June 1947, page 42, was written by a lady, (under the name ‘Exile’), who lived in the Wimmera 

district of Victoria in the 1870s.  She reminds us of conditions faced by women and those, like 

Malcolm Patterson (subject of previous article), who ventured into the remote and lonely parts 

of Australia in the 1800s. 

 “Few people today realise what the early pioneer women went through, the loneliness 

and difficulties they had to contend with and the things they had to do without…. One has only 

to visit the lonely sheep and cattle stations scattered over the wide-open spaces of the interior 

to see the great part women have played in making the living possible in lonely outposts. 

 “When the dread disease, typhoid fever, spread like wildfire among the dryblowers on 

Coolgardie, it was the women who came to the rescue.  An urgent call was sent all over 

Australia for nurses.  They left comfortable homes, and good positions to start on that long 

uncomfortable journey, by boat, train and coach, to take up work under the most difficult 

conditions in what was then a wilderness far beyond the borders of civilisation.  

 “The hospital at that time was only a bough shed, furnished with a few tables and chairs 

made from old packing cases and rough bush bunks for patients.  The nurses’ quarters were 6 

[feet] x 8 [feet] tents and the cooking utensils were few, mostly hand made from any old tins.  

At that time the fields were suffering a severe water famine, the condensers were working full 

time but could not cope with the rapidly increasing population….  for weeks at a time the daily 

issue for each person never exceeded half a gallon [less than 2 litres], and very often during 

the first few weeks, that amount was reduced by half.   

  “The first two nurses came from Adelaide. They made a 

record trip…Word came through that they were on their 

way, but they were not expected for several days.  They 

had spent the last two days in an open coach and were 

covered with dust.  It was well after dark when the coach 

got in but when they saw how things were, they did not 

hesitate and started the work they had come to do 

 “As time went on more nurses arrived and much later 

a new up-to-date hospital was built, and conditions 

improved, and that terrible epidemic was only a 

memory…. but the old dryblowers did not forget…one of 

the first patients struck a rich patch and handed the 

secretary at the hospital 100 gold sovereigns to be divided among the nurses.  Another who 

was found unconscious, covered with ants and dying of thirst, before being carried for miles 

and nursed back to life by the nurses, presented them with gold nuggets upon his recovery.  

Although these times are past, the old-timers who remain will never forget the nurses of the 

early days, when men were men and women were angels.  

Editor’s Note – During the 1890s there were approx. 10,000 miners in Coolgardie and typhoid fever on the Goldfields 
reached epidemic proportions.  It was linked to poor sanitation, poor quality water and overcrowding.  In the early years 

of the epidemic up to 20 percent of mostly healthy young men passed away.  Nearly 2000 people in Western Australia 

were officially recorded as dying from the disease but the actual number was probably far greater.  Perhaps your elusive 
ancestor who ventured into the Western Australian Goldfields, is one of those who contracted typhoid, and whose death 

was not recorded? 

Goldminers in Coolgardie late 1800s 

 Photo from Creative Commons 
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FRASERBURGH LIFEBOAT MYSTERY SOLVED 

Yvonne Davidson  

To tell this story I feel the family must be outlined first.  My Scottish husband’s grandmother 

was married twice – her first husband was Andrew Noble, and Fraserburgh being a fishing 

village/town, the sea played a major role in his family’s lives.  Unfortunately, Andrew was lost 

at sea on a minesweeper in 1917 during World War I.  His ship left port and was never seen 

again and no trace of the ship or crew was ever found.  Andrew’s father, also named Andrew, 

was a well-respected local lifeboat pilot and received many lifesaving and bravery awards 

during his lifetime.  He was drowned outside the harbour whilst carrying out a rescue in 1919 

at the age of 59 – he and a shipmate went overboard, and their bodies were washed ashore.  

Andrew Noble Snr. is well-represented to this day by his awards, photographs and newspaper 

articles in the local Heritage Centre. 

 

Researching this family has been hindered by the fact there are so many ‘Noble’ families in 

the town and Andrew and Alexander are common Christian names in all of them!  Being pilots, 

narrowed the search, but in 1996 during a family visit to Fraserburgh, a trip to the town 

cemetery in Kirkton to visit known family graves and look for others, threw up a mystery, and 

that’s where my story really begins.  I found the headstone for Andrew Snr’s parents, 

Alexander and Christian, and what a headstone it was!!  Five children – John, Christian, Alick 

(Alexander), William and Elizabeth Ann – died in infancy; George aged 17 years was drowned 

in Fraserburgh Bay in 1865; then father Alexander aged 56 years, son Alexander aged 19 years, 

and son George (second of the same name) aged 17 years, were drowned off Rattray Head in 

March, 1883.  The mother, Christian, died at home in 1900, aged 71 years. 

 

Alexander Snr. was shown as ‘Pilot’ on the headstone and so it was natural to assume that the 

family members were on a rescue mission.  However, during my visits over the years, I found 

no mention of the loss of a boat or lives on any memorial plaque in the Seaman’s Mission 

Memorial Chapel, nor anything recorded in a booklet on Fraserburgh lifeboat rescues going 

back as far as the early 1800’s, nor could I find anything in the local papers.  What I forgot to 

consider was that Rattray Head is halfway down the coast to the next fishing village/town of 

Peterhead! 

 

In May this year I was in Fraserburgh again and I decided to visit the local library for help.  I 

couldn’t believe it when the librarian brought up on the computer an article in the Peterhead 

Sentinel of March 1883, about the loss of a Fraserburgh pilot boat and 5 persons.  It turned out 

that the boat was owned by Alexander, (i.e. it was not an official lifeboat, which explains why 

it was not in their booklet).  It is believed that it went out on a Thursday evening in search of 

some vessels, which were overdue from the south.  The hope was to secure the pilotage of the 

schooner Plover of Fraserburgh, on which another of Alexander’s sons was working as a 

seaman – this son was the Andrew who became the well-respected pilot mentioned previously. 

 

The other two people on the pilot boat were John Buchan (24), son of John Buchan, and 

Alexander Buchan (18), son of William Buchan.  A watch was kept at the harbour on the 

Friday night and the harbour master telegraphed enquiries up and down the coast with no 

results. 
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The schooner Plover arrived in Peterhead on the Saturday morning wind bound (i.e. unable to 

sail against the wind) and the son, Andrew, headed straight to Fraserburgh when told about the 

missing boat.  He then headed out, accompanied by the brother of one of the other lads, and 

walked the shore from Fraserburgh to Rattray Head hoping to find some trace of the boat, but 

no wreckage of any kind was discovered.  For several days, the families were hopeful of the 

boat returning, but unfortunately this was not the case.  My mystery was now solved, but I 

could not help thinking how precarious a seaman’s life was back then in the 1800s and before.  

 

During my research, it was interesting to note the following names that were re-used by the 

family: -  Alexander - Father died at Rattray Head in 1883 aged 56 years; 

  Son died in infancy; 

  Son born in 1864 died at Rattray Head aged 19 years; 

  George -  Son baptized in 1850 died Fraserburgh Harbour 1865 aged 17 years; 

  Son born February 1867 died Rattray Head 1883 aged 17 years; 

  Andrew - Son born 1860 died Fraserburgh Harbour 1919 aged 59 years; 

    His son born in 1889 was lost at sea on a minesweeper in 1917  

     during World War I. 

 

Andrew Jnr. and my husband’s grandmother also had a son called Andrew and he died in 

World War II at El Alamein.  If you were of this ‘Noble’ family and a bit superstitious, would 

you not think twice about using these names? There was also a daughter from this marriage, 

Isabella, whom I had the pleasure of knowing.  Isabella died at the age of 94 in 2009 but was 

still full of information, although I did need my mother-in-law with me as she spoke broad 

Scots – lovely to hear but hard to understand sometimes! 

 

I hope my story will encourage others not to give up even after 20 years of searching! 

 

Do You Know? … 

• The names Andrew, Alexander, and George still featured in the top 100 baby names for 

boys in Scotland in 2017 and 2018, with Andrew as the 6th most popular and Alexander 

as the 16th most popular.  

• Travelling by ship was certainly hazardous- the Australian Town and Country Journal, 

5 March 1881, p.41 reports that: “There were 50 British and foreign wrecks, of which 

22 were British, reported during the past week!  The approximate value of the property 

lost was £3,700,000 including British £2,000,000.  Eight (8) vessels were lost off the 

coasts of the United Kingdom, nine (9) off Norway, Sweden and Denmark: four (4) by 

collisions and four (4) were abandoned at sea.  About one hundred lives were lost”. 

• Then in the Sydney Morning Herald, 14 December 1898, p.8 there is an article stating: 

“to assist in realizing the risk to human life by shipwreck, it is interesting to take into 

account the lives saved, as well as the lives lost.  The total number of seamen and 

passengers saved from the wrecks of British vessels everywhere and of foreign vessels 

on or near the coasts of British territory during 1896-7 was 7,459!”    

It really was perilous travelling by ship!  If 7,459 lives were saved, how many lives were lost?  And how 

many of our ancestors perished on their journey to a new life in a distant country?      Ed.  
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WORLD WAR I REPATRIATION RECORDS AT THE 

NATIONAL ARCHIVE OF AUSTRALIA 

by Rex Toomey with assistance from Clive Smith 

 

At 11am on 11th November 1918, the guns fell silent and ‘The War to end all Wars’1 came to 

an end.  Eventually, the men and women of the Australian fighting forces returned home to a 

hero’s welcome. But that was not 

the end of their story. Many or 

perhaps most came back home as 

‘damaged goods.’ How could 

ordinary people witness the 

carnage and destruction on such an 

industrial scale and not be affected 

by the experience. To possibly 

learn how they coped (or not), the 

National Archives of Australia 

(NAA) now has available an 

extensive range of Repatriation 

Record dossiers relating to many 

returned service men and women 

which can often chart their 

progress when they returned to civilian life. The Repatriation Commission was established 

after the end of the First World War.  Its aim was to assist returning servicemen with medical 

and hospital treatment and to pay pensions to those that were totally or permanently 

incapacitated (the incapacity could be quite minor as long as it was permanent).  Consequently, 

vast numbers of case files were created.  Generally, there were three main types of files: 

medical, hospital, and pension.  

 

Over the years, some of these three file types were amalgamated into a single file per 

serviceman (but not all by any means).  Some files were destroyed, but all case files relating 

to First World War servicemen have now been designated as national archives.  Benefits and 

pensions were administered by offices in each state (SA looked after the NT, and NSW the 

ACT), so the relevant file for a serviceman would be held in the relevant state branch of the 

NAA (though some have been relocated interstate because some NAA repositories have been 

closed or have run out of space). Around Australia, the total volume of case files exceeds 8,000 

shelf metres.  However, although ‘RecordSearch’ contains over 320,000 index entries for these 

files, many files still remain to be entered on ‘RecordSearch’.  

 

Medical and Hospital files contain information about medical and hospital treatment and 

authorisations to use medical practitioners.  Pension files contain claims for pensions including 

supplements for dependents (wives and children), so these files may contain information (birth 

dates etc) for children born at any time, including after the war.  Pensions were also paid by 

cheque, so pension files also contain changes of address.  The files may contain personal 

information on such matters as the veteran’s physical or mental health, disabilities, and 

  National Archives in Canberra 

(Currently located in the old Parliament House Building, Canberra) 

Photo from the internet 
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domestic and financial affairs.  Because some of this information may be personally sensitive, 

veterans’ case files are not always available for public access.2 

 

If you don’t find a file for a serviceman on ‘RecordSearch’, it is necessary to email the National 

Archives to have the index cards searched to determine if there is a file (or files).  If a file is 

found, it will probably need to be cleared for public access.  Because files may contain 

information that might still be sensitive to living persons such as children, they are not yet 

automatically open for public access.  The NAA is required to respond to such requests within 

90 business days, and may well take that time, so it is advisable to commence the process well 

before planning to visit the relevant NAA repository.  If the file is held interstate, NAA will 

advise the cost of supplying a digital copy which is probably cheaper than travelling interstate. 

 

Case Studies 

In 2017, an email was sent to NAA to determine the existence and status of files for three 

family members, one in NSW and two in Queensland.  The NAA then accessed a card index 

to respond to the request.  As previously mentioned, most files refer to medical matters, 

therefore each must be examined to ensure they do not contain anything sensitive.  After a few 

months, a response was received indicating all files had been examined and were open for 

access, except for a small number of documents in one Queensland file.   

 

The Queensland files related to family members William Charles Jackson (#1279)3 and Arthur 

Toomey (#1989)4. Not wanting to travel to Brisbane to view the files, we decided to have them 

digitized and they are now on the NAA website for all to view. 

 

The monetary cost for this was quite high with 183 images for William and 90 images for 

Arthur.  However, it was considered cheaper than going personally to Brisbane with its 

associated costs of transport, meals, accommodation, etc. Some information from William’s 

file was used in the article ‘The Ravages of War’ appearing in the November 2018 edition of 

Footsteps. 

 

The other DVA file related to James Henry Toomey (#1412)5. James was the subject of an 

earlier article in Footsteps6 which mentioned him being wounded twice at Gallipoli during the 

First World War.  Because of this, it was felt important to view and copy his DVA file to see 

if it revealed any further details about life back home especially as he had been awarded a War 

Pension. As a NSW resident, James’ DVA file was located in Sydney, therefore during the 

March 2018 PMDFHS NSW State Records visit, a side trip was made with Clive Smith to the  

 

(Image showing the NAA Record Search for William Charles Jackson #1279) 
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NAA offices at Chester Hill (near Villawood). The viewing of the DVA file relating to James 

Henry Toomey had been pre-arranged and was made available to me by very helpful archives 

staff. 

 

The NAA building in Sydney is a nondescript three-storey red brick building on a back street 

of Chester Hill. There are limited parking spaces and the reading room is about half the size of 

that at SRNSW.  However, the reading room is very light and airy and because there were very 

few other researchers present that day, the files we had requested were soon laid before us. 

 

The DVA file for James 

Henry Toomey consisted 

of two manila folders 

containing a series of 

documents, letters, forms, 

and medical reports 

relating to James over a 

period of nearly 30 years.  

The first folder contained 

six documents and 

specifically related to his 

death in 1945 and the 

cancellation of his War 

Pension.  However, the 

second folder contained 

128 documents of varying interest, with some duplicates.  In both files the documents were 

held together by rusty paper binder split pins from the latest to the oldest indicating they had 

been placed in the file on the pins in date order of their receipt.  With limited time available, 

all documents in each file were photographed in the same order as they appeared in the file.  

The NAA staff were very helpful and allowed the documents to be removed from the rusty 

clip and photographed flat before being placed onto a shiny new split pin in the same order. 

 

Reading through the 128 documents in the second file of James Henry Toomey was 

emotionally difficult.  Due to his incapacity resulting from two separate bullet wounds received 

at Gallipoli, James was returned home to Australia on the Itonus.  He was discharged from the 

AIF on 8th August 1916 and awarded a pension for ‘half’ disability.  Many of the documents 

in this file detailed James’ mandatory War Pension Review medical examinations between 

1916 and 1943.  These ensured the continuance of his one third pension payment.  The doctor’s 

comments also made poignant reading with words such as ‘bushman who can’t do much’, 

‘mentally in a low state’, ‘catches a few rabbits and lives on the pension’.  His handwriting 

over time also deteriorated although he was still able to affix a readable signature to the 1943 

medical report despite his medical issues and age (75 years) at the time.7  

 

Ellen Toomey was the mother of James Henry Toomey and she lived in Quirindi from 1894 

until her death in 1931. Widowed in 1917 following the death of my great grandfather John 

Toomey, Ellen had only the old Age Pension for income and support plus additional help from 

James before he entered the AIF. Therefore, as a dependent person, Ellen also applied for and  

 

 
Clive Smith undertaking research in the NAA Reading Room at Chester Hill, Sydney 

(Photograph by Rex Toomey, 18 Mar 2018) 
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received a part War Pension. Documents, confidential reports, records of evidence and claim 

forms submitted on behalf of Ellen Toomey enabled her to receive 12/6 ($1.25) per week in 

addition to her Old Age Pension.  These were also found in the Repatriation Records file for 

James who died in the State Hospital and Home, Liverpool NSW on 1st April 1945 aged 76 

years8.  

 

As an aside, in 1917 after obtaining his War 

Pension, James applied for a Soldier 

Settlement Grant of ‘a few acres near 

Quirindi from 1 to 40 acres’ with the 

intention of using it for ‘vegetables, poultry 

and home area’9. There is no record of this 

application being approved and he was left to 

his own devices like so many others, until 

overtaken by ‘time and tide’. 

1 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_war_to_end_war. 

Accessed 28Sep2018. 
2 http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-

sheets/fs54.aspx. Accessed 28Sep2018. 
3 NAA: BP709/1, M47481 Part 1 & NAA: J34, 

C47481 
4 NAA: BP709/1, M15258 
5 NAA: C138, R117114 (Item barcode 13966532) & 

NAA: C138, R117114 (Item barcode 13966533) 
6 Toomey, R. James Henry Toomey - A Forgotten 

ANZAC, Now Remembered. (2014) Footsteps (Nov 

2014, #133), pp16. 
7 NAA: C138, R117114 (digital copy held by Rex 

Toomey) 
8 NSWBDM 1945/10052 
9 SRNSW- Soldier Settlement Miscellaneous Files 

Index.  NRS 8056, #1917/00840. J H Toomey. 

                                         

Do You Know? … 

• Which Prime Minister was responsible for implementing certain Policies?  The 

Australia’s Prime Ministers website was launched in 2002 and has been redeveloped by 

the NAA in recent years.  It is an interesting resource, featuring digitised documents 

from the National Archives collection.  It provides a first-hand view of history ‘from the 

top’.  

 You can look at the evidence in original documents, check the facts and discover some 

 intriguing stories, such as why James Scullin, Prime Minister from 1929 to 1932, refused 

 to reside in the Lodge in Canberra, or information about the Dual Citizenship of our 

 third Prime Minister, John Christian Watson (1904) the first Labour Prime Minister and 

 the world’s first National Labour Leader to head a nation state.  He was not Australian 

 or even British - his dual citizenship was with Chile and New Zealand!! 

 
Claim for War Pension form lodged by J H Toomey Sep 1916.  

NAA: C138, R117114 

(From the collection of the National Archives of Australia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_war_to_end_war
https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/soldier-settlement-miscellaneous-files-index
https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/soldier-settlement-miscellaneous-files-index
https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/series/8056


 

Footsteps Page 23 February 2019 

 

• Many Australians are now looking into the past in search of their Indigenous heritage. 

The Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) in 

Canberra may be able to assist.   

Records of Australia’s Indigenous people, places and languages are being unearthed 

from archives around Australia, including the National Library in Canberra where there 

are more than 10 million items, including unpublished maps, pictures and audio tapes.  

Elsewhere records vary.  They might include diaries, daily occurrence books, letters 

between church officials and people working on settlements and registers of children 

and adults living on Missions or on Reserves and stations.  The AIATSIS can help you 

find information about individuals, families, communities and places, that might be held 

in collections across Australia. There is a Family History Unit at the AIATSIS, and a 

Family History Kit is also available from AIATSIS.  

 Contact – Email:  familyhistory@aiatsis.gov.au, or Freecall: 1800 352 553 

 

THE DINA DIARY – NO 9 – 

           Using Genetics for Genealogy 

Ken Hunt 

Artefact (U.K.); artifact (U.S.): noun.  Any object made by human beings, especially with a 

view to subsequent use.   
 

There’s a new kid on the block when it comes to consumer-driven DNA tests.  It’s called 

artefact DNA testing and the phrase gives the impression that it originates from something you 

would watch on Silent Witness or one of the many CSI shows.  

 

It started with an announcement in Norway.  While I was attending the Society of Australian 

Genealogist’s ‘Lost in DNA conference’ in Sydney over the week end of 3rd-4th November 

2018, a similar, but larger, event was being held by the Israeli genealogy company MyHeritage 

in Oslo.  While describing a bunch of future initiatives for the company, Founder and CEO 

Gilad Japhet, proclaimed that “MyHeritage will soon be able, through a partnership with a 

specialist company, to process the DNA from stamps and old envelopes and then link the DNA 

to the ancestor, providing you with DNA results for your deceased ancestors, right on 

MyHeritage.”1  As he spoke his words were delivered instantaneously through live-streaming 

on their Conference web-site to tens of thousands of genealogists internationally informing 

them of this opportunity to test DNA from great-Grandma or great-great-Grandpa.   

 

Segue to Sunday morning at the Sydney conference and for the ‘Lost’ attendees, this topic was 

a major discussion point between the programmed sessions.  And it wasn’t long before the 

blogs started appearing world-wide. 

 

First up was Roberta Estes who attended, spoke, and blogged at the conference.  She stated 

that “MyHeritage is partnering with a third party (unnamed) firm to extract DNA from 

envelopes and stamps. The results will be used to create a kit for that ancestor at MyHeritage. 

Cost was not discussed.”2 
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This was echoed by an on-line article in Family Tree Magazine which said: “MyHeritage’s 

most striking announcement is that it’s developing a service that can extract DNA from 

physical objects, such as licked envelopes or stamps. ... This will allow users to test undiluted 

DNA samples from deceased family members and add them to MyHeritage DNA profiles, 

opening new avenues of research.  [Gilad] Japhet even discussed the possibility of adding the 

DNA of deceased celebrities (such as ... Winston Churchill and Albert Einstein) to the 

MyHeritage database.” 3  

 

Now, what they are looking for is autosomal DNA – atDNA for short – the DNA test that 

allows us to go back about 6 generations to meaningfully search for our ancestral cousins.  

atDNA is passed down to us from our parents in the ratio of 50/50%.  Mum and dad in turn 

received that amount from their parents, but because we have 4 grandparents, as grandchildren, 

we only received on average 25% atDNA from each of them.  

 

And so, it goes: reducing to 12.5% from each of our 8 great-grandparents, half that again from 

our GG-grandparents until by the time of our 4x or even 5xG-grandparents (7-8 generations) 

there is very little DNA, if anything, that we receive from them to let us significantly match 

with them and their siblings (see Table 1).   

Therefore, we should always test our 

oldest relations first to enable us to 

reach back as far as we can.  We often 

curse that DNA testing was not 

available for our parents and certainly 

not for our grandparents.   

Enter artefact testing. It has the 

potential of letting us push that DNA 

reduction barrier back even further; 

hopefully one, two or even more 

generations than our oldest living 

relative. 

 

How it works is that the laboratory extracts the DNA from any saliva sitting under the stamp 

or envelope flap by taking a cutting of the seal or the stamp. For interest, studies have shown 

that the middle third of the envelope seal usually produces more DNA than the outermost 

thirds. 4 

 

Extraction of the DNA from the sample consists of adding 

and centrifuging a mixture of chemicals and buffers, and the 

top layer is transferred to a new tube.  This procedure is 

performed a number of times.  If the extraction is successful, 

it will yield DNA with long, non-degraded strands.  It should 

be noted that although there are automated machines 

available for extracting artefact DNA, as yet the results do 

not match those of manual extraction. 

 

However, there is only a very small amount of DNA produced at this stage, so an enzyme is 

added to amplify or increase the sample.  Using a machine (see Fig. 1) 5 that rapidly heats and 

Generation Relationship Number % DNA 

 5xG-Grandparents 128 0.78 

7 4xG-Grandparents 64 1.56 

6 3xG-Grandparents 32 3.12 

5 2xG-Grandparents 16 6.25 

4 G-Grandparents 8 12.5 

3 Grandparents 4 25 

2 Parents 2 50 

1 You 1 100 

Table 1 atDNA reduces through the generations 

 
Figure 1- Image of a G-Storm 

Thermal Cycler 
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cools (thermal cycling) the new mixture, the two strands of the DNA double helix separate 

into single strands and then recombine with the enzyme to generate thousands – if not millions 

– of clones of that particular DNA segment.  

 

After the thermal cycle the new, larger sample is purified to remove any unused reagents and 

then another machine– appropriately called a DNA Sequencer – is used to automate the DNA 

sequencing process.  This machine determines the order of the four DNA bases: G (guanine), 

C (cytosine), A (adenine) and T (thymine).  The results are then reported as a text string, called 

a “read”, which can be compiled into a spreadsheet.    

 

There are, of course, moral and ethical questions to be asked about sequencing our ancestors’ 

genes. As Judy Russell from The Legal Genealogist points out, such “artefact testing” 

heightens questions about DNA privacy, ethics and ownership.6  For example who should give 

consent for the test to be made?  Children of that person?  Great-great grandchildren?  Or is 

consent not necessary because the ancestor is deceased? 

 

Blaine Bettinger also addresses some of the authorisation issues and suggests that uploading 

artefact DNA to FamilyTreeDNA and MyHeritage may pose some legal issues that infringe 

their Terms and Conditions by a person not being legally “authorized” to upload a deceased’s 

DNA.7  On the other hand, GedMatch has fewer legal exclusions and in fact invites certain 

forms of forensic results to be uploaded. 

 

There are some further caveats.  

• As previously mentioned, we don’t as yet know when artefact testing through 

MyHeritage will commence; 

• Cost may also be a factor – estimations at this stage are between $US500 and $US2,500.  

As we noted above, the extraction process is very much a labour-intensive one – 

probably justifying the high cost; 

• Testing these artefacts will inevitably destroy parts of them, so if those envelopes and 

stamps have a particular value (either in emotional or dollar terms), it may be better not 

to send them off for analysis; 

• You don’t know for sure that the envelope was sealed, or the stamp affixed by the 

person who wrote the letter.  It could have been sealed at the Post Office using a sponge 

or by someone not related to your ancestor and the DNA you get back may be from a 

stranger;  

• The science behind this form of analysis is still in its infancy and being an early adopter 

may mean having a reduced chance of finding DNA.  Having said that, specialised DNA 

tests of the Y chromosome and mtDNA are still quite expensive, but we do the tests for 

our own investigative reasons and if our need is strong enough, artefact testing could 

provide us with the possibility of finding answers that current tests are unable to inform 

us of. 

The good news is that some companies have already jumped the gun on MyHeritage and are 

currently offering to test artefacts for genealogy. It is good to see that one of them is an 

Australian laboratory called ‘totheletterDNA’ which is registered in Brisbane.  It claims to be 

“the first company in the world to offer commercially-available testing of envelopes, postcards 
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with stamp/s and aerogrammes ... from your loved ones who have passed away, to generate 

genealogical DNA information [known as genotyping].”8  

‘LivingDNA’ – a recent addition to DNA testing – working in conjunction with FindmyPast 

is also reported to be offering tests that will be “widely available by the end of 20189 but I have 

yet to find any mention of this on their web site. 

What is even more exciting – ok, I know, I’m getting myself into a lather here – is that 

according to research from Blaine Bettinger, testing companies may also be able to extract Y 

and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) from these samples.10 

 

So what about the cost?  LivingDNA proposes that they will be able to test artefacts for 

between $US1,000 - $US2,500, whereas ‘totheletterDNA’ currently offers a maximum price 

of $AU781.50 when you place your order.  A breakdown of their costs is shown below (in 

Australian dollars):  

• extraction @ $140 (not refundable) 

• genotyping @ $621.50 (refunded if no useable DNA) 

• return of sample via registered post @ $20 (not refundable) 

• return of DNA file via USB (optional - included in price) 

• Upload to GEDmatch Genesis database (optional - included in price).11 

While testing the artefacts, there is likely to be some damage to the envelope’s flap and/or 

stamp. The testing company may have a policy of returning what is left of the envelope to you, 

but you would need to check this with them at the time of sending off your sample. 

 

If you are interested in this form of testing, here are a few tips to ensure that you get the best 

possible chance of the testing laboratory finding viable DNA on your artefact. 

• Preserve and protect artefacts from heat, moisture and humidity by storing them inside 

acid-free paper folders and archival boxes in cool, moderate conditions. Avoid using 

plastic bags due to the possibility of moisture build-up;  

• Freezing the artefact might damage the DNA; 

• Choose letters that have been opened by a letter opener so leaving the flap glued to the 

envelope.  This will reduce the amount of cross contamination from the recipient and 

other handlers; 

• Look for envelopes that have not been regularly handled, preferably those that have been 

kept in a box and even located in the middle of a bundle; 

• If possible, provide the testing company with more than one sample – but bear in mind 

this could mean extra costs to you; 

• Wear librarian-style white cotton gloves when handling the letters to reduce oil and 

sweat contamination from your skin; 

So, you may want to start searching for any envelopes, stamps or anything lickable – not 

forgetting those Australian World War II savings stamps or those used in Britain by private 

companies such as Billy Butlins’s Holiday Camps and various supermarkets.  The message is 

not to throw away our old letters and maybe it’s time to start looking in the attic for envelopes 

we already have – and who knows, maybe this time next year I will be enthusing about how 

we will be able to regularly obtain genetic DNA from that old comb, toothbrush or even baby’s 

milk teeth. 
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In 2019, the DNA Down Under Conference will be held throughout Australia starring some 

overseas and local DNA “names”.  The Sydney dates are Thursday 29th to Saturday 31st August 

2019 and it will be held at the Castle Hill RSL Club, 77 Castle Street, Castle Hill NSW.  There 

are a number of hotels and motels in the area and some of us will be staying at the Quest, 

Castle Hill.  At this stage some of the named speakers will be Blaine Bettinger from the USA; 

Louise Coakley from Cairns; Helen Smith from Brisbane; Kerry Farmer from Sydney; 

Michelle Patient from NZ and Cate Pearce from W.A.  A lot more speakers are yet to be 

announced so all in all it will be a great few days.  Bookings open in February 2019 and there 

will be an early bird booking period of about three months from that date.  For more 

information visit the website at www.dnadownunder.com 

1 https://blog.myheritage.com/2018/11/first-ever-myheritage-live-conference-wraps-up-amazing-weekend-

in-oslo/ 
2 https://dna-explained.com/2018/11/03/my-heritage-live-2018-dna-announcements/ 
3 https://www.familytreemagazine.com/articles/genealogy-websites/myheritage/myheritage-dna-updates-

2018-conference/  
4 http://www.marshall.edu/forensics/files/GauthierQuentin_Research-Paper_080820141.pdf 
5 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:G-Storm_thermal_cycler.jpg - This file is licensed under the 

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence 
6 https://www.legalgenealogist.com/2018/11/04/artifact-testing-on-its-way/ 
7 https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2018/11/19/testing-artifacts-obtain-dna-evidence-genealogical-

research/?fbclid=IwAR3EYMI8b_MadiVO5pgZHv1QHLpxtX9agz5uHp7yE8KFmlHHyU5deZ9m8V4 
8 https://www.totheletterdna.com/who 
9 https://thefamilycurator.com/how-to-preserve-and-test-old-letters-for-grandmas-dna/ 
10 https://thegeneticgenealogist.com, op. cit. 
11 https://www.totheletterdna.com/buy/find-dna 

                                         

   

BUT … WHO LICKED YOUR STAMPS? 

 The Mt Barker Courier and Onkaparinga and Gumeracha Advertiser, 31 December 

1920, p.4, had a request “WANTED STAMP DAMPER – At most post offices of any 

importance, facilities are provided for damping postage stamps, but at Murray Bridge the 

client of the post office is expected to find his own means of moistening the adhesive matter at 

the back of the stamp.  This is, perhaps, regarded as a privilege to the hungry person, who 

rushes a practice of applying his or her tongue to the mucilage, but it is certainly not a sanitary 

privilege, nor is it in the interests of public health.  Many persons object to the filthy habit of 

“licking stamps” and it would certainly be a graceful act, even if not a duty, on the part of His 

Majesty’s Postmaster-General, to provide the means of moistening stamps for his many clients 

in the interests of the health of patrons of the post office.” 

 The Melbourne Advocate, Saturday 6 October, 1906, p. 36  earlier reported that “A 

number of ailments, some of them extremely dangerous, are comprised under the general head 

of “postage stamp tongue”….the disorder contracted from the licking of postage stamps  Three 

or four persons a week visit a physician…with throat trouble, or skin disease, or a pulmonary 

complaint, brought by the reckless habit of stamp licking.  A stamp should never be licked as 

the gummed surface is always squirming and pulsating…if any licking is to be done let it be 

applied to the envelope where the stamp goes and where the germs are fewer.  To be safe 

though, the tongue should never be applied to the stamp or the envelope.  A damp sponge 

should be used instead of the tongue.”   
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             COMPUTER CORNER NUMBER 54  

Rex Toomey 

     (Information for Family Historians using Computers) 

     Hot Keys in Windows Systems 

 

During the Research Support Group some months ago, I gave a short demonstration of the 

basic Windows Hot Keys.  It was surprising to learn that many of the attendees either did not 

know about Hot Keys or just never used them.  Therefore, the question arises, “Why don’t 

more people use them?” In the second Computer Corner in August 2005, brief mention was 

made of Hot Keys, therefore it is fitting to revisit these mouse alternatives.  

 

First what are Hot Keys? Well, these are keyboard shortcuts or key 

combinations on your keyboard which are a useful and time saving 

adjunct to the computer mouse.  They consist of an ‘identity key’ such 

as the ‘Ctrl’ key or the ‘Windows’ key shown at left, generally in combination with one or two 

other keys.  There are dozens of these available to the user and there is no way anybody will 

remember them all.  However, there are several ‘must know’ Hot Keys and a few other ‘good 

to know’ Hot Keys.  The rest are available from the internet and can be used as a reference 

sheet next to your computer.  The main thing to remember is that Hot Keys are NOT a 

replacement of mouse actions but can often complement them.  In fact some Hot Keys 

combinations are much faster than trying to do the same thing using a mouse. Also, many of 

these short cuts will work with older Windows versions like 7!  Lastly, the latest Microsoft 

Windows 10 (1809) has a swag of new Hot Keys to consider.  

 

Must Know Hot Keys 

In the lower left corner of the keyboard is an important group 

of Hot Keys which may be accessed with a left hand ‘bridge’ 

(i.e. index and ‘pinkie’ fingers) whilst still leaving the right 

hand available for mouse movement. The ‘bridge’ is created 

by holding down the ‘Ctrl’ key and pressing the other key, then 

releasing both together.  Sorry, but there is nothing that can be 

done for ‘left-handers’ with this setup. 

 

Keys Action Notes 

Ctrl+C Copy Copies the currently select text (file, object, image, etc) and places it 

into the Windows Clipboard. 

Ctrl+X Cut Removes the currently select text (file, object, image, etc) and places 

it into the Windows Clipboard. 

Ctrl+V Paste Copies the currently select text (file, object, image, etc) from the 

Windows Clipboard and inserts it into a document, field, folder, etc, 

at the location of the blinking cursor. 

Ctrl+A Select 

All 

Selects all the text of a document. This can be much faster than using 

the mouse to click and drag the selection through a document. 

Ctrl+S Save Opens the ‘Save’ dialogue window for saving the current document. 

Ctrl+Z Undo Undoes the last action.  

Win+E Explorer Opens the MS File Explorer window. 
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Nice to Know Hot Keys 

 

These key combinations can be more specific to certain programs, such as MS Word.  

However, knowing that Ctrl+I will set the currently selected word, phrase, sentence or 

paragraph as italics, can be a real time saver. 

 

Keys Action Notes 

Ctrl+F Find Searches for the currently selected text in a document. 

Ctrl+I Italics Formats the selected text as italics in MS Word. 

Ctrl+B Bold Formats the selected text as bold in MS Word. 

Ctrl+U Underline Formats the selected text as underline in MS Word. 

Win Start Opens the ‘Start’ menu. 

Win+D Desktop 

windows 

Display and hide Windows Desktops. All Windows are ‘hidden’ - 

the same as resting the mouse on the far-right side of the Task Bar. 

Doing Win+D again will redisplay the desktop before it was hidden. 

Win+L Lock the 

Desktop 

Locks the Desktop. If a password is in use, then the password has to 

be entered to unlock the Desktop. 

 

As can be seen, some Hot Key combinations may perform different functions depending on 

the particular software and device being used. 

 

Other Hot Keys (you may want to know) 

The following Hot Keys may be of use depending on what you are planning to do.  These are 

more about managing your Windows Desktop.  Remember it is not necessary to learn all these 

but know they exist and are there to help your use of the computer when the mouse just doesn’t 

do the job well enough. 

 

Keys Action Notes 

Ctrl+Alt+ 

Tab 

Show all 

apps 

Displays all current desktop applications. Where multiple 

applications are in use, the desired application may be selected by 

a simple mouse click. 

Win+M Minimise 

all apps 

Minimise all Windows applications. All applications are 

minimised to the Task Bar. 

Ctrl+Esc Start Opens the Start Menu 

Ctrl+D Delete Opens the ‘Font’ dialogue box in MS Word. Deletes the selected 

item and moves it to the Recycle Bin from File Explorer 

Win+ 

PrtScrn 

Capture 

screen 

Captures an image of the current Desktop and saves it into the 

Screenshot folder, a sub-folder of the ‘Pictures’ system folder. 

Win+Ctrl+ 

D 

Add 

Desktop 

Add a ‘virtual’ Desktop to your computer. This allows you to keep 

projects separate, such as tax returns and family history! 

Win+Ctrl+ 

left or right 

arrow 

Move 

between 

Desktops 

Move quickly between ‘virtual’ Desktops. As there is no simple 

mouse function to do this, the Hot Key combination makes the 

whole process simple. 

 

There are many others that may be useful, and they appear in a PDF file on the Society’s 

website under ‘Links’. Hopefully, these Hot Keys will help you with your family history. 
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 

 Renewals New Members 

 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 

30th June 

1st Jan to 

30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 

editions—November, 

February, May, August 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year. 

 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20 and will include a 

list of records used, entry into Footsteps (where appropriate) and suggestions regarding other 

resources. There may be an additional fee for further research.  

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 

include as many details as possible about the person/family and any other relevant information 

including sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire via mail and include a business 

size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie 

NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 

provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 

miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 

are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 

now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history – local, Australian and overseas – is available for 

members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 

volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 

break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library in the 

Technology Room, from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after the General Meeting. The topic 

will be advertised in the latest InfoEmail and at the most recent General Meeting.  The 

discussion is followed by general family history assistance. A cuppa is available. Bring your 

laptop if you have one, but it is not essential as there are some computers available in the room. 

  

mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
http://www.pmdfhs.org.au/
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 

Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Tile Tales; Stories behind the names on the front wall of the 

Port Macquarie Swimming Pool, 752 pages, hard cover 

$60 $60 2kg 

Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie – Hastings 

Full colour, 224 pages (glove box sized) 

$27 $30 425g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 

Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  

(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  

1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 

1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$8 $10 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  

(CD-ROM in colour) 

$17 $20 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 

1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 

Images (CD-ROM) 

$8 $10 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 

Up to 250g (Large letter) $3 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter/Package) $10  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel/Package) $18 Holds several books 

 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 

books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 

overseas rates, please contact the Secretary.  To collect items instead of paying postage, please 

also contact the Secretary (see phone number page 2).  

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au – please complete the order form and send 

with your payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444. 

Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society 

Inc. or send an email to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au to obtain the Society’s banking details and 

direct deposit reference to pay by direct deposit via the internet. Pre-payment is required; 

however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.  

file:///C:/Users/Shirley/Documents/DATA/ANCESTRY_Port%20Macquarie%20Family%20History%20Society/FOOTSTEPS/working%20file%20No%20142%20February%202017/www.pmdfhs.org.au
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 

 

PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

Mobile: 0475 132 804 

 

 

Our Research Home 
 

Local Studies/Family History Room 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

 

Our Meeting Room 
 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

Gordon Street 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 

 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with: 
 

Royal Australian Historical Society 

Parramatta Female Factory Friends 

AFFHO 

 Australian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc.  

NSW & ACT Association 

of Family History Societies Inc. 
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