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Society Monthly News for September 2018 
 

A milestone has been reached with this 100th edition of InfoEmail. It 
continues to be the best way for keeping members informed about current 
events, both local and across the country. This ‘centenary’ edition also starts 
the new Society year with Pauline Hincksman welcomed to the committee.  

 

Monthly Meeting: 
The next meeting of our Society for 2018 will be on Saturday 8th September at the CC Mac 
Adams Music Centre. The venue will be open from 12:30pm to allow members to socialise 
before the meeting, which commences at 1:30pm. Our guest speaker for the day will be 
Pauline Weeks, who will be giving a presentation about researching New Zealand 
Records. Some members have also given Pauline some Kiwi Conundrums, so it will be 
very interesting to see what has been discovered for them. Also, it will be a good opportunity 
to find out what NZ records are accessible on-line, especially if you are a library assistant. 
 

Buy-a-Bale. At last the last General Meeting and at other Family History Month events, 
members were invited to contribute to the Buy-a-Bale campaign. Members will therefore be 
very pleased to know that over $500.00 was raised from their generosity and the committee is 
very thankful to everyone who donated. The donation bucket will be at the Sept meeting if you 
missed last month and would like to contribute. 

 

Other Society Matters: 
Family History Month Events. The committee is very pleased to report that the two 
Beginners’ Seminars in Family History and the Trove Fun Day held during August were 
extremely popular and well supported by both members and the public. These events also 
resulted in several new members and as always, we extend the hand of friendship and help 
to all new members of our Society. 
 

Publications: 
Cemetery Trail: This guide book to Hastings District Cemeteries is one of two publications by 
PMDFHS in 2018. There are still copies available and Members are entitled to a 10% discount. This 
book would make a great Christmas gift for a family member. Please see the Secretary at the General 
Meeting to purchase a copy or a PMDFHS volunteer at the library. 

 

Tile Tales. This is our second publication for 2018. It details the lives and family history of many 
people, businesses and organisations in Port Macquarie during the 1960s. The price is $60.00 and 
can be purchased at the General Meeting or from library volunteers on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  
 

 

Find My Past: Members may be aware that the PM-H Library has a subscription 
to this UK-based online genealogy service but lately there have been access issues. 
The library has now confirmed these issues have been resolved. Please note there 
are only three licenses, so access may be restricted based on the number of users 
logged in. Also, FMP has recently changed its search policy. From September, previously viewed records in 
‘My records’ will only be accessible with a valid subscription. However, the history of records searched will 
be retained so that researchers won’t lose track of their progress and previously viewed records. 
 

Christmas Party: Our annual Christmas lunch will take place at Port Macquarie Golf Club on 14 
December. If you would like to attend, please add your name to the list at the General Meeting. 
Costing & Menu available shortly. 

Library Roster. The September-December Roster is in operation although more volunteers are still required. 
Please contact Sue Brindley if you can help. Besides helping others, Library Duty is a wonderful way to learn 
about new FH resources. If you are unable to attend at your rostered time, please inform the PM-H Library 
staff. 
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Events Planned by Others: 
NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies. Just a brief reminder that this year’s 
Annual Conference is only two weeks away. It will take place from 14th – 16th September at 
Batemans Bay Soldiers Club. There are now 240 people registered to attend. Visit the website: 
www.sailingintohistory.org.au.  
 

RAHS Conference. The Royal Australian Historical Society is holding a 
conference at the Westport Club, Port Macquarie, over the weekend of 20th - 21st October. 
The theme of the conference is Surveying the Past, Mapping the Present. The Conference will be 
a wonderful opportunity to learn more about Port Macquarie, with local historians speaking 
about the experiences of the Birpai; life on the early estates in the Hastings; and Port 
Macquarie’s last convicts. The keynote speaker is Dr Mathew Trinca, Director from 

the National Museum of Australia, who will discuss History from the ground up. Please check out the following 
website for full details including additional tours and pricing- https://www.rahs.org.au/2018-rahs-conference/ 
 

Member Support Groups: 
The Member Support Groups are for financial members only. Costs associated with running the groups, 
such as venue hire, are paid by the Society. To assist group facilitators identify members who are currently 
financial, you are required to wear your name badge and write your membership number on the attendance 
sheets for insurance purposes. 
 

Group Name Meeting Date Meeting 
Time 

Venue Topics & Notes 

Writing Group 4 Sep 2018 
Tuesday 

1:00pm-3:00pm CC Mac Adams 
Music Centre 

Travel. 

Research Support  
 

12 Sep 2018 
Wednesday 

1:00pm-3:00pm PM-H Library 
Tech. Room 

Ken Hunt will be conducting a 
DNA session. 

DNA Support 24 Sep 2018 
Monday 

1:00pm-3:00pm PM-H Library 
Meeting Room 

Continuing support for this new 
but complex aspect of FH.  

Ancestry 26 Sep 2018 
Tuesday 

1:00pm-3:00pm PM-H Library 
Meeting Room 

Continuing support for Family 
Tree Maker and Ancestry.com  

Writing Group 2 Oct 2018 
Tuesday 

1:00pm-3:00pm CC Mac Adams 
Music Centre 

To be advised. 

Family Search* 8 Oct 2018 
Monday 

1:00pm-3:00pm PM-H Library 
Tech. Room 

Places limited (10)- advise Pauline 
(0466 988 300) if attending 

Roots Magic 31 Oct 2018 
Wednesday 

1:15pm-3:15pm PM-H Library 
Meeting Room 

Computer software support 

* There will be no Family Search group meeting in September 2018. 
Footsteps: 
Margaret Blight has now taken over editorship of Footsteps as Shirley Aitchison hands over 
the role after 3 years. To Shirley goes a big ‘thank you’ for the sterling job she has done in 
the role of Editor for the Society, not only with Footsteps but especially Tile Tales. 
Margaret now requires contributions to the Nov 2018 edition which has a cut-off date of 
23rd September, however submissions are welcome at any time. As November coincides 
with the 100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War, members are encouraged to 
write about any family members who were involved in WWI – at home or overseas. Short 
stories are welcome. Did you have any family members who were still in service at the time?  
How they fared when they returned home? They may be someone who took a Soldier Settlement, for example. 
 

Borrowing of PMDFHS Books: This facility for financial members has now re-
commenced for 2018-19 (blue membership card). Members may borrow one book for 
two weeks from our collection through the PM-H Library facilities. Please note that 
borrowed books must be returned using the PM-H Library return chute.  

 

Society Badges and Mugs. These are still available. Please see Pauline Every to place 
an order. 


