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Society Monthly News for March 2019 
 

Just like that we have moved seamlessly into autumn. The nights are cooler, the days are becoming shorter and welcome 
rain has fallen this month.  
 

Sensational Seniors was well attended and worthwhile and I would like to thank those members who gave freely of 
their time to talk to the public about our wonderful Society which has led to more researchers coming to the library 
seeking their ancestors. 
 

 The Summer BBQ was well attended, though some people were deterred by the windy conditions. 
McInherney Park offers excellent shelter and due the foresight and organisational talent of our coordinator, 
Margaret, we had exclusive use of the booked shelter and the surrounding houses provided some protection 
from the strong winds on the day. 

 

Monthly Meeting: Our next meeting will be held in the CC Mac Adams Centre on Saturday 9th 
March at 1.30pm. The venue will be open from 12.30 to allow members to socialise before the 
meeting. 
Come and hear about the other Exiles – the soldiers - who spent time in the far-flung outpost of 
the Empire and, like the convicts they guarded, were separated from extended family, though some 
were accompanied by wives and children or found solace in the arms of convict women. 
Rex is in negotiation with the speakers he sources and depending upon their availability we will 
endeavour to keep you informed of upcoming topics/speakers so you may plan which meetings you shouldn’t miss. In 
April our speaker, Jeff Madsen, will discuss Parish Maps and in May we are discussing Timber Cutting on the North 
Coast. In June we would like members’ input with ‘A Brush with Fame’. Have you or one of your ancestors met 
someone famous? We are looking at 2-5 minute presentations from members. 
 

Member Support Groups: It has been suggested that we introduce a new members’ Convict Group and we are 
seeking an expression of interest from members to determine if this is something you may like to attend. You don’t 
have to have a convict of your own, as you could ‘adopt’ one and discover all the records pertaining to that particular 
convict. Maybe roster volunteers would find it a useful group. If you are interested, please add your name to the list 
which will be available at the next meeting or email the Secretary with ‘Convict Group’ in the subject line of your email. 
 

Group Name  Meeting Date Meeting Time Venue Topics & Notes 
Writing Group Mon 4 Mar 2019 & 

Mon 1 Apr 2019 
1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library 

Meeting Room 
Origin of your Surname 

Research Support Wed 13 Mar 2019 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. 
Room 

New developments in 
Ancestry & FMP/Irish 
Records  

DNA Mon 25 Mar 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library 
Meeting Room 

 

RootsMagic Wed 24 April 1:15pm – 3:15pm PM-H Library 
Meeting Room 

 

FamilySearch Monday 11 March 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. 
Room 

 

 

Library Roster: Our wonderfully efficient Roster organiser, Sue has completed the library 
roster for 2019 but is always open to new people adding their names to the Roster. Once 
again please consult our website for a copy of the current roster or to check who is on 
duty. 
 

Port Macquarie Small Debts Register 1845-1879 
The transcriptions for the Small Debts register have been simplified and it has become 
an extraction of pertinent names of the defendant and the plaintiff as well as any other pertinent names that have been 
listed. Progress is being made and thank you to all the people who are currently working on this register. Now that 
transcribing has been made simpler, you may wish to volunteer. Contact Sue or the secretary. 
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Footsteps. Articles for the May edition may be sent to the editor@pmdfhs.org.au by Friday 22nd 
March, though articles will be accepted at any time. The suggested topic will focus on houses, or 
properties owned by you or your family. Did one of your ancestors occupy an unusual property? Was 
it a stately home or a small bothy in England, Ireland or Scotland; or a shack in Australia; or in another 
country? 

 

Welfare: Yvonne, on behalf of the Committee, would like to extend her thanks for the extra cards 
members have provided.  If you know about a member who is unwell or has been through a bereavement, please let us 
know so we can send them a card and let them know we are thinking of them. 
 

Journals from other Societies and subscription journals (Traces, GSV, Irish Roots) Have you borrowed a 
journal/s from our stock? We are concerned that journals have been borrowed but not returned. Please check your 
coffee table or bedside table and bring back any journals that have been forgotten or overlooked. 
 

Upcoming Society Events: 
Shining a Light on DNA for family history – is it right for me? (total beginners’ course) – Saturday 4th May and 
open to the public. If you are interested, please add your name as we are giving members preferential availability before 
we advertise the event to the public. 
 

Comboyne Christmas in July – Sunday 28th July. We have been fortunate to obtain more places, bringing 
our total to 48. If you would like to secure a place, please email our Secretary or add your name to the list 
at the meeting. Cost is $30 (same as last year). Transfer payment for this event by EFT to BSB 721000 
a/c 32040. As we are required to pay a deposit on these places by 31st March, we request you also do the 
same by end of March ($15) Our Society would prefer payment by EFT or cash because the Credit Union 
is now charging us 50c per cheque transaction. We have been absorbing this cost up until now, but we 
may look to pass on this extra cost in the near future. Please email Secretary to inform us if you have deposited money. 
 

Kingswood/Sydney/Rookwood trip is on again this year – 18th & 19th  June. We thought 
some members may like to go into the State Library; or out to Rookwood Cemetery; or 
National Archives at Chester Hill. The thought is that drivers can be organised to drive to 
Rookwood & Chester Hill  or members could go by train into the city. Details can be organised 
to accompany suggestions. Organisation is in Jennifer’s capable hands and she is currently 
negotiating with accommodation providers and interested members. Please contact her asap 
to book your place and inform her of your needs.  
 

PMDFHS whole day seminar Saturday 17th August 2019 – three sessions - Convicts, Scots & DNA. Keep the date. 
 

Events Planned by Others: 
DNA Down Under 3-day conference. August 29-31, Castle Hill RSL Club. Cost is $275 for the 3-day conference, less 
for attending one or 2 days. There are 3 levels of expertise and the lectures seem to be streamed at beginners’, 
intermediate or experienced level. 
 

Douglas Vale Heritage Open Day: Douglas Vale is hosting an open day on Saturday 6th April from 9.30am – 
2.30pm. We hope to see many of our members there.  
 

The Port Macquarie Historical Society is hosting a free public lecture to celebrate 2019 NSW Women's Week. 'Her 
Stories' by Kylie Winkworth, Museums and Heritage Consultant, will be held on Wednesday 6 March 2019 at 11.00am 
at the Port City Bowling Club. Kylie will share women's stories from numerous projects and explore how they have 
shaped or been overlooked in the historical record of our State. Those attending will have an opportunity to share their 
own women's stories in an interactive session or informally afterwards over coffee or lunch at participants own expense. 
 

Other news 
Some of you may know Veronica Norrie – an assistant at the Library. Vonnie has coordinated our calendar for the use 
of the library rooms for many years now and has decided to retire. Last week we gave her a farewell card and wished 
her a happy retirement on behalf of all our members.  
 

1828 Census – as mentioned in an email to all members, the Library will be hosting a session with an original copy of 
the Census. Bookings are open now with the library staff.  
 

Captured: portraits in crime 1870-1930  – have you read any stories in this exhibition? They are quite moving. The 
exhibition is in the Library until the end of March. 

 


