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Society Monthly News for May 2019 
 

Welcome to Society News for the month of May. We have acknowledged Heritage Week by 
‘shining a light on DNA’ with a Beginners’ event in the library this past weekend. My thanks to 
Ken Hunt and Pauline Every for sharing their vast knowledge and expertise with us. Thanks to 
Jennifer for her organisation and yummy eats (Diane made some too – JM). PMDFHS members 
and members of the public embarked on a very steep learning curve and many interesting 

questions arose. Members and others were directed to our new-look website for follow-up material/handouts. Check 
it yourself under www.pmdfhs.org.au/‘Groups’/DNA 
 
Monthly Meeting: Saturday 11th May is the date of our next monthly meeting in the CC Mac Adams Centre. The 
venue will be open from 12.30pm to allow members to socialise before the meeting which commences at 1.30pm. 
Kevin Carter is this month’s speaker. His knowledge of the Timber Industry on the North Coast should highlight some 
of the fascinating occupations in which some of our ancestors may have participated. 
We hope you are working on your ‘Brush with Fame” for the June meeting. Have you, or one of your ancestors, met 
a famous person? What were the circumstances of the meeting? Rex would like to hear from members who have pictures 
to share regarding this topic so he can scan your pictures/documents to enhance your talk. This is your chance to give 
us a snippet of your family. We hope you take this opportunity. 
 

Member Support Groups: These groups are for financial members of PMDFHS. 
 

Group Name  Meeting Date Meeting Time Venue Topics & Notes 

Writing Group Mon 6 May 2019 & 
Mon 3 Jun 2019 

1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room Research 
Conundrums 

(May) 

FamilySearch Mon 13 May 2019 1.00pm – 3.00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room  

Research Support Wed 15 May 2019 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room State Archives & 
HLRV Websites 

Convict Studies Mon 20 May 2019 10:00am –12 noon PM-H Library Tech. Room  

DNA Mon 27 May 2019 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room  

RootsMagic 26 June 1.15pm – 3.15pm PM-H Library Meeting Room  
 
Research Support in May: When you read the comprehensive minutes from our April monthly meeting, you may 
decide you want to follow up on Jeff Madsen’s information (from last month). Our Research Support Group on 15th 
May will be your chance to get individual instructions to assist you find the specific records you need on the HLRV 
website. 
 

Library Roster: The new library Roster is now in operation, with thanks to Sue for 
organising and implementing it. Volunteers are precious members in any organisation, 
but our Library Volunteers help so many people – not just our members but also 
members of the public. The time they so generously give is greatly valued by both our 
Society and the Port Macquarie-Hastings Library Staff. 
 
Kingswood/Sydney/Rookwood trip is on again this year – 18th, 19th & 20th June. 

Members who have expressed an interest in attending will receive updates via personal emails. We are looking at State 
Archives at Kingswood, Rookwood and the National Archives at Chester Hill as well as the State Library. 
 

Saturday 17th August 2019 is the date for PMDFHS whole day seminar. Kerry Farmer will be 
sharing her expertise on three very different subjects, namely Convicts, Scots and DNA. The venue 
will be the CC Mac Adams Centre.  
The cost for the Seminar is $25 per person for members and $30 for non-members. It will include 
morning and afternoon tea as well as a light lunch. We would be grateful for your assistance in 
organising this event. More information available soon. As places will be limited, we request you 
add your name to the list available at the meeting or email Jennifer. 
This Seminar will be one of the events we have planned for National Family History Month.  
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Journals from other Societies and subscription journals (Traces, GSV, Irish Roots) 
Pauline Hincksman instituted a new borrowing system for our journals and it seems to be 
working very well. Please keep an eye out for any of our ‘missing’ journals – you never 
know where they may be hiding. Other members may like to read them. A reminder that, 
with the cull that recently occurred, our stocks of journals are low. We are limiting 
borrowing to 3 items per person at a time, to spread the journals further amongst our 
members.  
 

Welfare: Several members of the Society have met with mishaps or have been undergoing surgery in the past month. 
We extend to them all, our best wishes for a speedy recovery. If you know of any member who is ‘under the weather’ 
or has suffered a bereavement, please let us know so we may extend our best wishes to them. 
 

Comboyne Christmas in July – Sunday 28th July. This event is now fully booked and we would like 
members to pay the balance for their place at Comboyne. Clive has a list of attendees so please consult 
him if you have forgotten what balance you owe. 

 
 

 Welcome new members: We have welcomed 12 new members in the past two months. We hope they enjoy their 
time in our Society and the benefits of belonging to an active and inspiring group. 
 

Events Planned by Others: 
 

Coffs Harbour Family History Society are hosting a Seminar on 25th May. The Speaker is Gail Davis from State 
Archives who will speak on the Records held at Kingswood. There will be cars going to this event. Please speak with 
Jennifer or Diane to secure a spot if you would like to come. 
 

DNA Down Under A 3-day conference. August 29th-31st, Castle Hill RSL Club. Cost is $335 for the 3-days, less for 
attending one or two days. There are 3 levels of expertise and the lectures seem to be streamed at beginners’, 
intermediate or experienced level participants. There are flyers available re this event – please see Ken Hunt for further 
details. 
 

Other news 
 

Victorian BDM Records. On Monday, 6th May the VAFHO (Victorian 
Association Family History Organisations) representatives will be meeting 
personally with a senior manager at the Registry. They will review the current 
status of the website; review the planned progression of the website; establish 
the process for official updates to be provided to VAFHO; and confirm the 
process for VAFHO to distribute the information to Family History 
organisations and researchers.  

 

VAFHO urges all users who may contact the Victorian Registry BDMs to be polite and constructive. 
 

RAHS (Royal Australian Historical Society) is publishing a monthly blog on ‘The Convict 
Experience: Love, Life and Liberty Beyond the Chains’, written by Christina King. It is interesting to 
read – another item to give you background on convicts and their attitude to authority. This month the 
blog discusses Convict Tattoos. It is well written and has pertinent references. 
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