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Society Monthly News for July 2019 
 

Welcome to the month of July and to the second half of 2019. How are your goals progressing? Those ideas that you 
may have pencilled in in January – have you made progress with them?  
 
Would you like to attend a theatre party? Margaret Blight has obtained a limited number of seats for the Players’ 
Theatre on Sunday 4th August to see “Singing in the Rain.” Tickets are available on a first come – first served basis 
with payment AT the time of booking. The cost is $27 and seats are limited. Payment this week or at the latest at the 
meeting on Saturday would be appreciated. Call Margaret on 6583 1093 if you are interested. Plans for a before party 
have been organised too! 
  
Monthly Meeting: Our next monthly meeting occurs this coming Saturday, 13 July. The venue will be open from 
12.30 and we will begin the meeting as usual, at 1.30pm. Our speakers, this month are Rae and Keith Adams who will 
be discussing Cobb & Co in Australia. They have a quarter-sized model of a Cobb & Co Coach to display. 
Next month, August, is our Annual General Meeting. Agenda papers and nomination forms will be sent to members 
by email following this month’s meeting. We have some vacancies on the committee so we are looking for people who 
may like to become involved in the running of our Society. Please give it some thought – your input would be greatly 
welcomed. 
 
NSWACT Annual Conference will be held at Ku-ring-ai, on 11 - 13 October 2019. This is the second Saturday of 
the month and our meeting is usually held on this weekend (12 October). However, as there will be few committee 
members available to conduct the meeting it has been cancelled for October. 
 

Comboyne Christmas in July – Sunday 28th July. Due to other commitments there are still a couple of places 
available for this event. If you thought you had missed this opportunity be sure to contact Jennifer asap to confirm and 
pay for a place. The cost is $30 paid to the Society (which goes straight to the Comboyne committee who are fund 
raising to maintain their hall.) The event begins at 12 noon for 12.30.  
 
Member Support Groups: These groups are for financial members of PMDFHS. 
 

Group Name  Meeting Date Meeting Time Venue Topics & Notes 

Writing Group Mon 1 July  
& Mon 4 Aug  

1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room Journals, diaries or 
letters 

*FamilySearch Mon 8 July 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room  

Convict Studies Mon 15 July 10:00am –12 noon PM-H Library Tech. Room  

Research Support Wed 17 July 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room Spreadsheets & 
new HLRV 

DNA Mon 22 July 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room  

RootsMagic Wed 21 Aug 1.15pm – 3.15pm PM-H Library Meeting Room NB Change of 
date 

 
National Family History Month (NFHM) occurs in August each year and this year we have 
organised 2 events to highlight our passion for Family History. Saturday 17th August 2019 is our 
whole day seminar. Kerry Farmer will be sharing her expertise on three very different subjects: 
namely Convicts, Scots and DNA. The venue will be the CC Mac Adams Centre.  
The cost for the Seminar is $25 per person for members and $30 for non-members, payable now. 
The event has now been advertised to the public as well as other family history societies along the 
mid-north coast.  
It will include morning tea and a light lunch. We would be grateful for your assistance in organising 
this event. If you can help in any way there will be a list on the whiteboard at the meeting. Warren has volunteered to 
organise the catering and he has some requests - if you would like to volunteer please add your name to the list. Members 
who are not at the July meeting may like to donate morning tea or sandwich fillings. Please ring  0475 132 804 or email 
secretary@pmdfhs.org,au. 
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The Treasurer, Clive is accepting payment for the Seminar via our bank account by EFT (HCCU BSB 721 000, account 
32040) or in cash at the meeting. When making payments PLEASE ensure your name is included in the transaction 
and what the payment is for, e.g. m’ship, Kerry Farmer Seminar or Comboyne. It helps with the paperwork. 
This Seminar will be one of the events we have planned for National Family History Month. 
 
The other event is a four-week beginners’ course that will commence on Saturday 24th August and run every 
Saturday for four weeks till mid-September. The course is comprehensive. It covers topics of organisation, Trove, 
Pedigree Charts, what to look for on certificates, immigration and other aspects of research in Australia. Cost is $10 per 
week or $30 for 4-week course paid in advance. For non-members the cost is $15 per week or $45 if paid in advance. 
Please book your place by emailing Jennifer, our Secretary, for catering and printing purposes. 
 

Our Kingswood/Sydney/Rookwood trip was very successful this year with 14 participants venturing to not only 
State Records, but into the city to the Mitchell Library and trawling through Rookwood Cemetery. These events take a 
lot of organisation and I would like to thank Jennifer for her organisation of this event. We will look at the possibility 
of going again next year closer to the time. Yes, it was cold in Penrith, but airconditioned venues and transport alleviated 
the need for too much ‘rugging up’.  
 

Library Roster: The May - August library Roster is now in operation. Sue Brindley capably manages and maintains 
this valuable resource and I know that the PM-H Library Staff value our volunteers who give of their time on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. Sue is looking for more volunteers to fill the gaps in the roster. 
 

Our Volunteers’ Morning Tea was held at Chop & Chill last week. It was 
well attended by many of our volunteers who enjoyed a ‘catch-up’ with other 
friends. These members are the backbone of our society and are why our 
Society is so successful.  
 
We would like to thank and acknowledge Bob Hincksman’s efforts in 
compiling the minutes from the General Meetings for the past few 

years. Thank you, Bob! Bob has decided he needs to have a rest from doing them, so we are looking for someone who 
would like to record the speaker notes for the minutes. If you can help, please speak with a member of the committee 
or contact the Secretary.     
 
Membership Renewals for 2019-2020 were due by June 30 and we are looking to match members with their new 
name badges. Please be a little patient with us as we endeavour to do so. If you wish to join PMDFHS again this year 
and have not done so, please join again asap.  
 
Welcome new members: Five more members have joined our Society this past month. We welcome them and hope 
they enjoy their family history journey with us and the benefits of belonging to an active and inspiring group. 
 
Footsteps: How did your ancestors come to Australia? Could you compare your convict arrival/s with 
the emigrants who arrived later? Were any of your ancestors on any of the famous/infamous ships that 
have been mentioned in other sources? Did you have an ancestor who arrived on a ship of the Second 
Fleet or on the ‘Rajah’ for example? Margaret would love to hear from you if you would like to write of 
their arrival. She may be contacted by email – editor@pmdfhs.org.au 
 

Events Planned by Others: 
 

DNA Down Under A 3-day conference. August 29th-31st, Castle Hill RSL Club. Cost is $335 for the 3-days, less for 
attending one or two days. There are 3 levels of expertise and the lectures seem to be streamed at beginners’, 
intermediate or experienced level participants. This event is edging closer and our RootsMagic Group meeting has been 
moved forward by a week to 21 August so that people who are travelling to the DNA conference in Sydney the time 
to do so. 
 
Other news 
Newcastle FHS will launch their new publication – ‘They sent me North: Female Convicts in the Hunter’ on Tuesday 
30 July at 5.30 pm in the Lovett Gallery, Newcastle Regional Library. RSVP 19th July to nfhsinc@gmail.com 
 


