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Society Monthly News for November 2019 
 

 
Welcome to November! Where has this year gone? It seems that Christmas will be upon us within the blink of an eye. 
I drove along Ocean Drive yesterday and was dismayed at the destruction of the koala habitat along the coast and on 
the western side of the road. 
Congratulations must go to the hard-working ‘firies’ – both local and from further afield - who have accomplished a 
sterling job in fighting the fires in our area. All homes were saved and people are safe. 
 

Beyond Beginners Course: This course, which has been run in conjunction with u3a is fully subscribed. It has been 
running for the past 3 weeks. Participants have been keen to learn and the speakers/presenters are presenting quite an 
eclectic range of topics and giving attendees a practical approach to a variety of family history strands. I am very grateful 
to the presenters who have freely given of their knowledge and expertise in preparing suitable material to present to 
this group of keen family historians. 
 

Survey: We hope to have preliminary results from the survey regarding your interests in research topics and speakers 
by this general meeting. This survey was issued at the September meeting and emailed to members following the 
meeting. If you not received a copy, but would like to respond, please contact the secretary asap as we would like all 
responses by Wednesday November 6 please. 
If you are aware of any speakers would would like to address our general meeting, please speak with Warren or any 
member of the committee so we may approach them as we draw up our speaker list for 2020. 
 

Monthly Meeting: The November Monthly Meeting will be held in our usual venue of CC Mac Adams Centre from 
1.30pm on Saturday 9 November. We will open the doors at 12.30pm so members may mingle before the meeting. 
Besides hearing of the 2019 Conference, Clive Smith will be informing us of the project “Port Macquarie’s Last 
Convicts”. This project has been given a $2000 Grant from Create NSW through the RAHS.  
 

Member Support Groups: These groups are for financial members of PMDFHS. 
 

Group Name  Meeting Date Meeting Time Venue Topics & Notes 

Writers’ Group Mon 4 Nov 
& 2 Dec  

1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room Recognising the 
church where a 
BDM event 
occurred – new 
church or one 
used in the family 
for generations? 

FamilySearch Mon 11 Nov 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room  

Research Support Wed 13 Nov 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room Blogs & Member 
‘brick walls’ 

Convict Studies Mon 18 Nov 10:00am –12 noon PM-H Library Tech. Room Preparing to write 
your convict’s 
story 

DNA Mon 25 Nov 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room Last for the year 

 

PMDFHS will be hosting the NSWACT State Conference in 

Port Macquarie in September 2021 
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Changes to our Banking details for EFT: The Holiday Coast Credit Union has merged and is now Regional Australia 
Bank. Our BSB number is still 721-000 but our account number has become 5032040 (which means it has added ‘50’ 
to the beginning of the account number) 
 

Library Roster: The September - December library Roster is now in operation. There are a few days (see Roster) where 
there is only one person on duty so if you could help on these days please contact the Secretary, Jennifer on 0475 132 
804. This Roster will continue till mid-December, when volunteers will enjoy a well-deserved break over 
Christmas/New Year period. On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank all the volunteers who have helped in 
the Library this year. Your efforts have been most appreciated.    
 
Footsteps: The November issue will be available for collection at the General Meeting. It contains quite a 
wonderful mix of articles and it is lovely to see some new authors having their work published. 
Margaret is always looking for new or original articles or stories, however long or short.  
editor@pmdfhs.org.au and would like articles by 12th January. 
 

Website: You may have noticed the website has been ‘out of order’ for the past few weeks as problems were arising. 
The website is gradually being re-installed. Please check back often as it is the first point of contact for our Society. 
 

Christmas Raffle: We have obtained a wonderful donation for our Christmas raffle from Ancestry – a year’s World-
wide Subscription. We are selling tickets for this NOW. If you would like the opportunity to win this wonderful prize, 
which will be drawn at the December Christmas meeting on 14 December, tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. Tickets are 
available from committee members or in the library on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, or at the meeting in November and 
December. You could also contact the Secretary, outlining your payment method or deposit money in our account 
CLEARLY marked as ‘Christmas Raffle’ with your name. We hope you win! 
 

Another beginners’ DNA? We are also trying to determine the need for another beginners’ DNA Course. We will be 
accepting names and details of those interested at the next General Meeting or by emailing the Secretary. 
Please add your name to the list if you are curious about this new concept and how it can expand the 
choice of tools available for family historians or if you have tested with a DNA company and need to 
learn how to interpret the results. 

 
Christmas Lunch Margaret has booked the Golf Club for our Christmas Lunch on Friday 
13th December. We will have a choice of two main meals and two desserts. Coffee and tea 
will be included. The cost for members is $30 or $35 for non-members. Payment at the 
November meeting would be most appreciated or by EFT directly to our account.  
 

2020 Summer BBQ. This has been booked for 22 February at McInherney Park from 11am – 3pm. Cost remains the 
same at $5. Everyone is most welcome to attend and help us welcome a new year of research and friendship. A list for 
names will be available at the November, December and February meetings or send the Secretary an email. We need to 
know for catering purposes. BYO plates, cutlery, glasses/cups, chairs but food – sausages, salads, slices, tea & coffee 
will be provided. 
We often question if our members are reading this information. If you are up to this part please approach me at the 
November General Meeting for your prize. 
 

Projects: The Society is currently undertaking three projects – 
1. Port Macquarie Small Debts Register that Sue is coordinating. This project is being re-checked and aligned 

so that it may be of use to members. We would like to thank the transcribers who generously donated their 
time to reading these records and helped compile a list of names included in the register. 

 

2. Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts: This project is nearing completion. We applied for a Grant from Create 
NSW administered by RAHS and were successful in obtaining a $2000 grant that will enable us to publish this 
book. Proof-reading is occurring at the moment and a cover illustration has been sourced. Well done Clive and 
his helpers! 

 

3. The digitisation of the Port Macquarie-Hastings Rates books. This project is being led by Rex and Yvonne. 
They have spent many hours photographing the registers, with kind permission of PM-H Council and now 
they are seeking more transcribers, from which a database will be compiled to allow researchers to easily access 
names of rate payers and occupiers in the PM-H local council areas. If you would like to help, Rex would love 
to hear from you on 6582 7702. 


