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Society Monthly News for February 2020 
 
2020 – wow! It’s unbelievable that we have begun a new year. It only seems like yesterday we were very concerned with 
the Y2K hysteria surrounding the turn of the Century. It has been suggested, however, that when writing this year that 
we employ the full four digit year, i.e. 2020 as writing just the last two digits could be altered by unscrupulous people. 
Welcome to a new year of research, fun and socialising that 2020 will bring. 
 

I’m sad to announce that our Vice-President, Warren has decided to resign from the committee. I thank him for his 
input and wish him all the best with his studies at University and hope he will continue with his research. Warren’s 
knowledge of family history matters will be missed within our Society. 
 

Pauline Every has agreed to step into the Vice President’s position until the next AGM and I welcome her expertise. 
Thank you Pauline. 
 

Monthly Meeting: Our first Meeting for 2020 will be held in our usual venue of CC Mac Adams Centre from 1.30pm 
on Saturday, 8th February. We will open the doors at 12.30pm so members may mingle before the meeting.  
At this meeting Jim Maguire, from PM-H library will be our guest speaker. 
 

The Sensational Seniors Expo is on Monday, 17th February at Panthers and we are 
requesting assistance from members to ‘man’ our stall. It’s a chance to chat to members of 
the public about our pastime/obsession, our Society and genealogy. If you can spare an hour 
(or two) between 8.30 – 2pm on Monday 17th, please add your name to the list at the meeting 
or contact our Secretary on 0475 132 804. 
 

 

Member Support Groups: These groups are for financial members of PMDFHS. 

Our Support Groups re-commence this month. This year, we are requesting $1 per session from participants to cover 
afternoon tea – cost of milk and biscuits/cake that have mostly been provided by organisers last year. Convict group is 
being continued but will take on a ‘new-look’ with Clive Smith facilitating the Group. Thank you Clive! 
 

Group Name  Meeting Date Meeting Time Venue Topics & Notes 

  2020   

Writers’ Group Mon 3 Feb 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room Free choice 

Research Support Wed 12 Feb 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room  

Convict Studies Mon 17 Feb 1:00pm – 3:00pm** 
Note new time 

PM-H Library Tech. Room  

DNA Mon 24 Feb 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Meeting Room  

FamilySearch Mon 9 Mar 1:00pm – 3:00pm PM-H Library Tech. Room  
 

Another beginners’ DNA? We have the beginnings of an interested group for a beginners’ 
session which will be held in the Meeting Room on 26th February from 1pm – 3pm. If you 
are interested, please add your name to the list at the meeting or phone the Secretary 0475 
132 804 to secure your place. 
 

Library Roster: Our totally organised roster coordinator, Sue, has drawn up a draft roster and it is now in operation 
for this year. We are sorry to have lost a few volunteers for the 2020 year through retirements, unavailability or ill health 
but I hope there may be a few more members willing to spend a couple of hours assisting in the library this year. To 
enhance and refresh knowledge of our library holdings introductory sessions will be held on Thursday, 13th February 
at 10am in the Local Studies Room so if you’d like a refresher on our holdings or would like to know what to do on 
library roster, please contact our Secretary, Jennifer, by email or phone 0475 132 804 to place your name on the list. 
It is not a hard task and doesn’t require any special knowledge apart from the willingness to help.  
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Footsteps: The February issue is a bumper issue with a very eclectic range of topics. Well done to 
all the budding writers and to our wonderful editor, Margaret, who manages to construct a very 
readable and newsy journal that continues to inform and entertain our members and others. 
New or original articles or stories, however long or short are always being sought by our Editor.   
Margaret has suggested that an article about your school days, or those of your ancestor, could be 
the theme for May’s edition. Did your ancestor (or you) ‘wag’ school, for example, or were you 
caught smoking behind the shelter shed?  Margaret may be contacted by emailing your article to 
editor@pmdfhs.org.au by 17th April. 
 

Website: As our website is the initial contact for members of the public to contact our Society, it is essential that it is 
maintained. We are looking for a new society webmaster. If you are interested in learning how to maintain or enhance 
our website, please speak with a member of the Committee. Knowledge of programming is NOT required but a sense 
of design would be advantageous. We have a laptop with the program installed, which you would use in this position. 
 

Christmas Raffle: Our Christmas raffle with the prize of a one-year subscription to Ancestry was very successful, 
raising funds to help with the on-going running costs of our Society. I’m very embarrassed to say my name was drawn 
from the hat but I look forward to taking up that membership in the near future.  
 

2020 Summer BBQ. This has been booked for 22nd February at McInherney Park from 11am – 3pm. 
Cost remains the same at $5. Everyone is most welcome to attend and help us welcome a new year of 
research and friendship. A list for names will be available at the February meeting or send the Secretary 
an email. For catering purposes, we need to know by 15th February, please. BYO plates, cutlery, 
glasses/cups and chairs but food – sausages, salads, slices, tea & coffee will be provided. 
 

Bushfire Appeal It has been suggested that we support the re-building 
after the disastrous bushfires, but members of the committee expressed concern that the 
money would disappear into the big charity hole that attracted recent controversy. We felt 
members may appreciate that we endeavour to keep the money local and so support a local 
charity who have been doing excellent work with our farmers. To this end with the support 
of members, we have decided to donate to Blaze Aid which is based locally in the 
Wauchope Showground. Our $$ would be put into Blaze-Aids account at the Hastings 

Cooperative so they can purchase appropriate materials to carry out specific tasks. A bucket will available at the next 
meeting if you would like to contribute. 
 

Conference 2021. Some very interesting ideas are taking seed for this major event. We are thinking of publishing a 
special edition of Footsteps, especially for the Conference. So, if you have an article you would like to be considered 
keep an eye on this space for details. 
 

Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts has reached the pre-publication stage. The book will retail for 
$20 but we are offering you the opportunity of a pre-publication price of $15. A purchase request 
form will be included with your latest Footsteps journal. The pre-publication price will be available 
till 31 March 2020. Congratulations to Clive on this well-researched publication. It is the result of 
several years’ work interpreting old microfilms and documents that are often illegible or incomplete. 
 

Events organised by others 
 

Chat and Coffee will be continuing in 2020. This group will commence at 9.30am on the 1st Wednesday of the month. 
First meeting will be 5th February in the Meeting Room of the PM-H library. Jeff Stonehouse will continue to coordinate 
on behalf of the library but welcomes participation from other people who are interested in Family History.  
 

Wauchope Historical Society have organised a train trip to Gloucester on Tuesday 25th 
February. 
Cost is $50 pp (pensioners and Senior Card Holders). Further details can be obtained by contacting 
Jeannette Rainbow on 0424 226 258 or emailing her on jeannette.rainbow47@gmail.com as 
bookings are essential. 
 


