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                   InfoEmail.118A 
aka “Stir Crazy Prevention” 

 

Society Monthly News for mid-May 2020 
 
Cooler and wetter days are here as we creep closer to Winter. Speaking with family from further 
south, we are very fortunate to have had the warmer days here as Winter has already arrived 
there. 

 
This is the fourth edition of ‘Stir Crazy Prevention’ (the adopted name of our info-email). It  
contains hints, things for you to follow, some suggestions for new research or ideas to ‘pay it 
forward’ and titbits to give you a laugh. 

 
The ‘Lockdown’ restrictions we have been 
enduring/enjoying are beginning to be eased by the authorities as discussions 
about re-opening the economy begin to gain momentum. We are seeing positive 
results from the isolation under which we have been living but the virus has not 
disappeared and we must maintain our vigilance. Today we received advice from 
FAHS about re-opening our doors and I think the thoughts expressed in that 
publication need to fully implemented. The Committee is due to meet on June 
4 via Zoom and we will discuss our options. Our next infoemail will follow that 
Committee Meeting in 3 weeks rather than the fortnightly edition. 
 

 
The May issue of Footsteps was posted to members last week with many thanks to those involved. 
Jennifer did the heavy lifting by sorting and taking them to the post office. I hope you enjoyed 
reading your copy. Our editor, Margaret has done a wonderful job of producing a journal that is 
very readable.  
Margaret is still on the lookout for some interesting articles or stories for the August edition. Some 
thoughts about our current situation or on any topic are always gratefully received. 
 
Payment of 2020-2021 Membership fees: Membership to PMDFHS is due by 30th June 2020. 
As mentioned above, your renewal was enclosed with May Footsteps. Many members pay at the General Meetings in 
May and June – which we believe will be impossible this year. It will not affect those members who pay by cheque or 
electronic transfer.  I would like to thank Heath Ingram for his donation of paper that we used to print membership 
renewals. Much appreciated. Thanks Heath! 
If you cannot transfer electronically or by cheque and wish to pay by cash, would you email or call the Secretary or 
President to arrange collection of your cash. 
 
Member Support Groups: These groups are for financial members of PMDFHS. Our groups have been 
suspended as you may understand.  
  

The Writers’ Group used Zoom video-conferencing to meet last month. If you would like to 
be part of this group, please contact me on 0416 311 680 or by email – 
president@pmdfhs.org.au and I will arrange to provide the link so you may sign in. On 1st 
June we are looking at the topic of ‘Scandal’ – is there a skeleton in your closet that you would 
like to make dance?  
  
FamilySearch Webinars continue on a weekly basis and they have added 2.7 million new 
historical records from several countries including England, Ireland, Canada, Italy & USA. 
(There are other countries as well and the record sets vary from place to place. Check their 

website for details Our FamilySearch coordinator, Robyn, is available for personal consultation by phone on 0450 495 
070. 
DNA Group Ken has published 2 ‘lockdown editions of his ‘DiNAs’ newsletter, keeping DNA Group members up to 
date with developments in the Genetic Genealogy world. 
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The Convict Support Group is also taking a break, with members engaging in transcribing the Museum’s Convict 
Cards into a database.  Would you have time to transfer information from cards into a database?? – contact Secretary.  
  
Website or Facebook: We are trying to keep Facebook entries and website additions up to date and thanks to Pauline 
and Sue there have been increased views. If you see something that may of interest to other members please advise us 
so we can pass on the message. 
 
Our second Ancestry Raffle Prize (12-month World Subscription) will be drawn after the end of the lockdown. Tickets 
are available by mail - $2/ticket or 3 for $5. (Maybe add an extra $2 or $5 to your membership for some tickets?) 
 
Library Roster: Sue has drawn up the roster for July & August, though it may be all ‘pie in the sky’ at this stage. The 
roster has a few gaps that need to be filled. If you’d like to volunteer to help others please contact her at 
roster@pmdfhs.org.au. Or if you’d like to be included on a standby list Sue would also like to to hear from you. 
 

Things to do while in Self Isolation 
 

o State Records have mini webinars available on their site. These have been added to 
their webinar library and are available from their title page.  

o State Library of NSW has uploaded 4.3 million+ digital files to their new catalogue. 
Begin exploring: https://collection.sl.nsw.gov.au/digital 

o With the Corona virus, we are going through one of those moments of raw history. 
Checking the "Irish Book of Death and Flying Ships From the Chronicles" for the 
entries on the Black Death in the 1300's. There were no entries but finally found 
one line in another place that said "1348 AD Black Death in Ireland - 1/3 of the 
population dies."  

o It crossed my mind that you might like to write something addressed to your descendants describing in more 
detail what the world is battling right now with COVID-19. One day your great-greats might thank you for 
putting down your emotions on paper and adding it to the family tree for them to read and understand the 
time. Definitely something to do while social distancing and cocooning. Add some newspaper clippings and 
you have a whole new chapter in your family's book. Information from cowaterford-rootsweb@groups.io. 

o Who Do You Think You Are (WDYTYA) begin their next Australian series on Tuesday night, 19 May at 7.30 
pm. The first episode will feature Lisa Wilkinson. 

o Via Eastmans Online Genealogy- FindMyPast has new 
WW2 records available to search including Durham Home Guard 
1939-1945. 
o Greater West Cork Area (Ireland) genealogy records are on- 
online – for FREE 
o The Burial Files: is a free podcast available from 

https://audio.sl.nsw.gov.au/podcast/burial-files 
There are nine episodes which you can listen to on your computer 
or phone. The episodes vary in time from 22 mins to 38 mins. 
“Thousands of people travel through Sydney’s Central Station every 
day, but how many know what once lay beneath it? This nine-part 
series will take you on a journey back to 19th century Sydney, to 
rediscover a place you thought you knew. The Burial Files peel back 
the layers of history to reveal the fascinating story of the 30,000 
souls once buried in the sands of the Devonshire Street Cemetery. 
Hear from historians, curators, archaeologists, forensic experts and 
railway enthusiasts.”  
 

Port Macquarie Library has taken on a new look according to Facebook as they have seized the opportunity to paint 
throughout and add new carpet so our surrounds will have a new vibe when we finally return. 
 
Members of our committee have contributed ideas for this newsletter. I do appreciate all input. 
I would also like to thank Trysha Hanly for the suggestion of the new name for our info-email.  
 
Thank you to the members who contacted us after the last ‘Stir Crazy’ – some of you are becoming regulars with your 
feedback – and others have just contacted us – we appreciate hearing of your isolation achievements.  


