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Society Monthly News for mid-
June 2020 
InfoEmail.119A aka 
“Stir Crazy Prevention” 

 

Last Saturday, in place of our usual monthly meeting we conducted a very casual gathering 
via Zoom video link. We had 31 log in but there were a few couples join us so we had 35 
participants altogether. 
We received some very positive feedback from the meeting and will look to extend this 
further in the future. If you’d care to join us but are unsure how, we are happy to help 
you. 
 

This is the sixth edition of ‘Stir Crazy Prevention’ (the adopted name of our info-email). 
We hope you are benefitting from the regular contact from us. If we can assist you in any 
way please get in touch. 
 

Membership Fees: Today is the Winter Solstice in Australia and PMDFHS 
membership fees are due by the end of June. The PM Museum is now open and Clive Smith and Lil Andrews are 
happy to collect your membership fees, but you need to put the cash or cheque into an envelope with your renewal 
sheet (which was enclosed in your May Footsteps). Please take note of the person you give it to at the front desk. You 
could add a SAE with your payment to receive your membership card. Jennifer will send all uncollected cards to 
members in the August Footsteps. 
If you are intending to borrow our books from the library you will need your new membership card after 1st July 2020. 
Jeff Stonehouse reminded us that we can log into Find My Past and Ancestry through the library subscription. There 
were detailed instructions with the last infoemail.  
 
As you have probably heard the 2020 Annual Conference of NSWACT Family History Societies has been cancelled 
due to Covid 19. This means that 2021, when the Conference is due to be held in Port Macquarie, will be the first post-
Covid Conference to be held. The Conference Committee are looking to September next year. There will no precedents 
to follow and the structure of the Conference is open to interpretation. 

 
Tomorrow, 22nd June the new and improved version of Trove goes 
live for you to explore. As Amanda Short indicated at last Saturday’s 
gathering the features will remain and will be enhanced. Log in to try 
it from tomorrow. The website will permanently change on 26th June. 
 
Would you like to record information for our Society? We have two 
projects ‘on the go’ at the moment – Convict Cards to be typed into 
a database – all supplied; AND photos of pages from 

Hastings Rates Books to be typed into a table. Please contact Secretary if you can help – even a small 
amount from a few more volunteers will help us finish these projects.  
 

Footsteps: As you know Footsteps is only as good as the stories/articles that have been submitted. 
Margaret, our Editor, does a wonderful job of compiling the submitted stories into a very readable journal 
but she can only work with what she has been given. Margaret may be contacted by email – 
editor@pmdfhs.org.au by 17 July please.  
 

Member Support Groups: These groups are for financial members of PMDFHS. Our groups have been suspended 
as you may understand.  
  
The Writers’ Group have been using Zoom video-conferencing to meet for the past couple of months. If you would 
like to be part of this group, please contact me on 0416 311 680 or by email – president@pmdfhs.org.au and I will 
arrange to provide the link so you may sign in. On 6 July we will present some of the writing we have been working on 
– there is no set theme or topic. 
 

Ken has published weekly ‘lockdown editions of his ‘DiNAs’ newsletter, keeping DNA Group members up to date 
with developments in the Genetic Genealogy world. 
 
  

The ‘Do Drop Inn’ 
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The Convict Support Group is also taking a break, with members engaging in transcribing the Museum’s Convict 
Cards into a database.   
FamilySearch:  
 

Website or Facebook: Our contact with members has been limited as we all know but Social Media via our PMDFHS 
Website and Facebook has taken prominence. 
 
Our second Ancestry Raffle Prize: Have you bought any tickets yet? (12-month World Subscription) will be drawn 
after the end of the lockdown. Tickets are available by mail - $2/ticket or 3 for $5. (Maybe add an extra $2 or $5 to your 
membership for some tickets? – a few people have taken advantage of doing so by adding to their membership). We 
posted their tickets to them. 
 

Library Roster: Sue has drawn up the roster for July & August, 
though it may be all ‘pie in the sky’ at this stage. Port Macquarie library 
has re-opened but with limitations on accessibility. There are no 
computers available but you are able to access FindMyPast and 
Ancestry through the Library with your library card. The Local Studies 
Room as well as the meeting and technology rooms remain 
unavailable at this time. The roster has a few gaps that need to be 
filled. If you’d like to volunteer to help others please contact her at 
roster@pmdfhs.org.au. Or if you’d like to be included on a standby 
list Sue would also like to to hear from you. 
 

From Brian (thank you Brian) 
UK's National Archives (TNA) building is closed to the general public due to Covid. 
They've decided to allow free access on-line (i.e. nobody pays) to their materials that are accessible on-line until the 
building is re-opened. 
Brian’s particular interest is in wills, and the National Archives have a collection of wills (generally, probate copies) 
proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury up to the end of 1858, when the National Probate Court took 
responsibility for that job. If you have an Ancestry subscription that gives you access to UK material, you can see the 
same information, BUT where TNA will provide you with a single PDF containing all pages, Ancestry shows you each 
page separately, which is less convenient for downloading and reading. 
TNA has a range of other information (particularly dealing with armed services). Not all of it is available on-line, but if 
it is, COVID-19 provides an excellent opportunity for enhancing your collection at no cost. 
 

Suggestions for Research (while the Local Studies Room is not open) 
 

 Who Do You Think You Are (WDYTYA) will continue on Tuesday night, at 7.30 pm. The next episode will 
feature Kat Stewart. The producers have covered an eclectic mix of people in this series but left me with a few 
questions. 

 MyHeritage is offering free access to records all through June. 21st  June - England & Wales Marriages & Deaths 
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10444/england-wales-death-index-1837-2005  
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10443/england-wales-marriage-index-1837-2005 

 Have you tried the photo enhancements and photo colourisations being offered through MyHeritage? 
The enhancements certainly offer clarity to older photos that may have been copied several times. 
 

Thank you to the members who contacted us after the last ‘Stir Crazy’ – some of you are becoming regulars with your 
feedback – and others have just contacted us – we appreciate hearing of your achievements.  

 Have you noticed that there are more people going out?  
 And more traffic on the roads  
 And more visitors in town 
 Let us know what you enjoyed doing last week.  
 While the weather has been so mild I have enjoyed various walks around town –  
 And ….. I am trying to practice social distancing from the fridge! 


