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Society Monthly News for September 2020 
InfoEmail.122 
aka “Stir Crazy Prevention” 

 
What a difference from two weeks ago – last infoemail I lamented that the cold winds had 
arrived, yet in the past week it has been as though Mother Nature has turned a page and 
suddenly Spring is with us. (Not that I am packing away all my Winter woolies just yet). 
 

Your new Committee, comprising Alastair Moss, Jennifer Mullin, Clive Smith, Margaret Blight, 
Sue Brindley, Greg Hearne, Ken Hunt & Diane Gillespie had our first meeting for the year last 
Thursday. We should be a Committee of 9 but have begun the year with only 8 members, so 

we are looking for another member to join our ranks. If you think you would like to do so please call me on 0416 
311 680 to discuss joining us. 
 
COVID-19 continues to dominate our thoughts and actions as both individuals and as a Society. Our contact with 
members is limited by Government and Health regulations as we try to remain safe and healthy. We have 
developed a COVID-19 Safety plan and are following the guidelines. 
 

Our next General Meeting will be a combined face-to-face at the CC Mac Adams + Zoom Meeting similar to the 
past two meetings. Once again you will need to ‘book in’ with Clive by sending him an email 
(treasurer@pmdfhs.org.au) and receiving an acknowledgement of your place at the Centre. Rex will be presenting 
a talk about Lieutenant James Cook, as 2020 marks 250 years since the Endeavour ventured along the east coast 
of this continent. 
 

Footsteps: We encountered some posting problems with the August edition of Footsteps, 
but hopefully your copy arrived safely. If, for some reason, you have not received it please 
send an email to our Secretary and we will rectify the situation. Articles for the November 
issue, themed ‘Through Good Times and Bad’ should reach Margaret by Oct 24 at 
editor@pmdfhs.org.au. I am sure we all have ancestors who would fit into those categories, 
but other topics are always welcome. Margaret likes to have a few articles ‘on hand’ and if 
she cannot include your article this issue it will be in one of the following issues. 

 
Covid-19 has provided us all with the time to read some really good books. 
I am reading ‘The Convict Valley’ by Mark Dunn and as a review on the cover states ‘Deeply 
researched and beautifully written’ It is available from PM-H library and local bookstores and is 
a very readable history of the Convict penal station at Newcastle. Some other titles suggested 
are ‘The Widow of Ballarat’ by Darry Fraser and ‘Farewell My Children’ by Richard Reid. Can you 
recommend any books, related to family history, that you have read? Please contact me if you 
can and we’ll start a Good Reads section in Infoemail. 
 

We are looking to tentatively re-commence our Support Groups via Zoom.  The Writers’ Group has continued 
meeting via Zoom and we are all growing in confidence with this form of communication. As per the COVID 
guidelines we can gather in groups of up to 10 persons in a home or venue (20 at CC MacAdams because of its 
size), but our usual venue at the Library is unavailable as it is being used to quarantine books before they are re-
shelved.  
 
The Writers’ Group is due to meet tomorrow, 7th Sep (not last week as I previously indicated). There is a link 
within Jennifer’s introduction to join us. You don’t need to have written an article/story but would like to try Zoom 
and listen to a few stories please feel free to do so. 
 
The DNA Group met in August via Zoom under the expert guidance of Pauline Every and we discussed how to use 
JavaScript to group our low centiMorgan matches as well as MyHeritage auto clusters, FaceBook update and Ken’s 
Lockdown newsletters. The next meeting is scheduled for 29 Sep where Ken will be discussing Gedmatch among 
other things. 
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The Convict Group will also meet via Zoom on 21 Sept from 1pm. 
 
In place of Research Support we are looking at temporarily replacing this group with another Zoom gathering to 
discuss Ancestry tips & tricks as well as hints on how to access records etc. while at home. Once again it will occur 
via Zoom on Wednesday 16 Sep from 1pm. 
 
Are you feeling “locked” in? The Committee said they were – so have suggested we have a Spring 
Picnic on Fri 16th October  …. So, save the date and catch up with your Family History friends – 
more details later.  
 
Port Macquarie Library has re-opened with hours from 10am to 6pm so you are welcome to visit and use the few 
computers that are available and to consult our records. However there are no volunteers in the library and hence 
the Library Roster is not in operation. When visiting the library you are requested to limit your visit to under an 
hour and be Covid-aware. There are experienced members of PMDFHS who are available to meet with you on a 
one-to-one basis should you require assistance. Ancestry have extended the ability to view Ancestry Proquest 
(Library edition) from home by logging into the library website. We have been notified that this accessibility will 
be available until 31st December. It is easy to log onto Ancestry using your library membership. Just click the link 
that appears on the Welcome page. 
 
Our second Ancestry World Subscription Raffle Prize: Have you bought any tickets yet? It will be drawn at the 
October General Meeting. Tickets are available by mail - $2/ticket or 3 for $5. Tickets will also be available for 
sale at MacAdams at the next General Meeting. Because of our lack of movement in the last few months we feel 
many people have missed out on tickets.  
 
We don’t advertise products, but an email last month caught our eye. It is a small book called 
The Memoir Course just for you. We haven’t read it. The cost is $15 +$5 postage. Anne suggests 
that in Lockdown we may want to write our personal story.  
 
Anne’s blurb reads: Do you have a story to tell? In this book you will find everything you need to know 
about the importance of sharing your story, and how to recall memories in a way that will bring them 
vividly to life. You will learn how to build a supporting framework that will help you to keep going when 
you hit the proverbial brick wall.  
 
Learn how to structure your life's story and keep your reader glued to the page. Clearly written it will help get you started 
using the same techniques as those who have achieved satisfying results after attending my classes. The Memoir Course – 
just for you is a straightforward guide with personal examples to show how a simple narrative can be turned into an 
entertaining story.  
 
This easy-to-read book is packed with information that will guide and help you to leave a worthwhile legacy for family and 
friends.          Anne’s details are at https://www.annemoorhouseauthor.com/  
 
Of course, PMDFHS has a booklet called “Can you remember?” It costs $3 and is full of questions that will provoke 
answers that will form the story of your lifetime. 
 
 A Free Webinar will be held by the DNA Special Interest Group next Tuesday night 8 Sep at 7pm-8pm 

discussing an international surname DNA study as per Ken’s email  
 Remember to tune into ‘Further Back in Time for Dinner’ on Tuesday evening on ABC TV at 7.30pm 
 FamilySearch have added 400 000 German Catholic Church Records from 1704 – 1957 to their collection 

as well as enhancing more English records for Essex, Herefordshire, Middlesex & Warwickshire 
 FindMyPast have a host of brand-new records to explore – Wales Probate Records 1544-1858, now fully 

searchable for the first time 
 FindMyPast have Caernarvonshire Parish Registers – Baptisms, Marriages and Banns as well as Burials 

available and they boast they are the only site where you can explore original parish records for every 
county in Wales 

 
Keep well and stay safe.  


