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Society Monthly News for November 2020 
InfoEmail.124 
aka “Stir Crazy Prevention” 

 

Welcome to the November edition of Stir Crazy infoemail. It has certainly been a crazy year 
but our Society remains strong. We are approaching the end of the year and with that comes 
Christmas celebrations with family and friends. We have all had to adapt this year – whether 
it is by ‘social-distancing’ or disruption to our long-established routines or whether we have 
had to embrace new technology or have just missed seeing our family. 
As we approach Remembrance Day our thoughts are drawn to family members who made the 
supreme sacrifice so at 11am on 11 November, pause and remember. 

 

As an adjunct to using Zoom we are conducting ‘Open House’ evenings via Zoom 
to encourage our members to try this medium as I think the necessity to Social 
Distance will be with us for a while yet.  
 

The meeting number does not change, nor does the passcode 
. If you regularly join zoom you should notice the number is on the drop down menu when you 

click ‘Join a Meeting’. 
Please be sure you are able to be identified when logging in. Some members like to use an alias but if 
we don’t know who you are we may not admit you to the meeting; so ‘highflyer77’ for example will not 
gain you entry. 
 

Diary Dates to mark in your diary 
 

Monday, 9 November (tomorrow)  Zoom ‘Open House’ 6.30pm – 
7.30pm 
Tuesday 10 November – Zoom ‘Open House’ 6.30pm – 7.30pm 
Wednesday 11 November – Zoom ‘Open House’ 6.30 – 7.30pm 
 

Saturday, 14 November - our next General Meeting. Following 
the procedure we adopted in July. People wishing to attend CC Mac Adams Centre need to ‘book in’ 
with Clive and receive an acknowledgement from him. Clive has embraced Zoom technology and has 
been managing this part of our meetings and I am very grateful for his knowledge and contribution. We 
will be conducting the meeting via Zoom again. Tamsin O’Connor will be our guest Speaker for 
November. The topic (with explanation) is:  The labour and punishment of female convicts at Moreton 
Bay - ‘“To work the fair ones orderly and well”: the management of female convicts at Moreton Bay’. 
 

Monday 16 November - Convict Research Group Zoom 1pm-3pm 
Monday 16 November – Zoom ‘Open House’ 6.30pm – 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 17 November – Zoom ‘Open House’ 6.30pm – 7.30pm 
 

Wednesday 18 November - Research Support Zoom 1pm – 3pm – Unusual birth places (at sea), 
deaths and the recording of same or not 
Wednesday 18 November – Zoom ‘Open House’ 6.30pm – 7.30pm 
 

Monday 23 November - DNA Group Zoom 1pm – 3pm - where Ken Hunt and Pauline Every will be 
interpreting a simplified overview of Blaine Bettinger’s methods “Advanced DNA Techniques - deductive 
chromosome mapping”. Pauline is able to put these methods in simple terms so they can be easily 
understood. (Last DNA for 2020) 
 

Monday 7 December - Writers’ Group Zoom 1pm – 3pm. Our topic for December concerns a memoir 
of your own – something exciting or memorable that you have encountered or done. 
 

We are hopeful of being able to use the meeting room in the library for our support groups when we 
return from our Christmas break. The tech room is still not available. 
 

Drop-in for a Chat & a Cuppa 
(BYO) to experience Zoom – no 
formal meeting – just saying hi! 
Asking and answering questions. 
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For those members interested in the FamilySearch Support Group please watch your email for news 
on this group which has been in hiatus with the Covid restrictions. 
 

Christmas Lunch. We usually gather at an appropriate venue (recently it has 
been the Golf Club) to partake of some Christmas fare and enjoy the company of 
fellow family historians. Once again the Covid ‘grinch’ has attempted to spoil our 
celebrations. BUT we will overcome. We have decided a BYO Christmas Picnic at 
McInherney Park on Friday, December 11 from 11am will replace our catered lunch. 
As with all hospitality venues in town we request you please book in by emailing or 
calling the Secretary or myself. It’s not hard but it makes it easier for the organisers 
if they know who is anticipated. There will be a Christmas raffle drawn at the picnic. Tickets are $1 each 
or 3 for $2 and are available now. Tickets will also be available at CC Mac Adams during the November 
meeting. 
 

Footsteps. The latest issue of our journal will be available at the general meeting 
(for those attending CC Mac Adams) or shortly after (for those on Zoom). It is a ‘jam-
packed’ edition with a wide range of interesting articles. There are some new writers 
testing the waters and some writers who have returned to the keyboard. Welcome to 
you all and congratulations to Margaret on assembling a very readable and informative 
journal. Have you heard of ‘Lady Day’? There is a very good explanation of this in the 
latest journal.  
If you would prefer to receive an electronic version in full colour please email the 
Secretary asap (return email) so we know how many copies to print or alternatively if 

you have submitted an article and would like an extra copy ($3 per copy) please advise the Secretary 
secretary@pmdfhs.org.au (or home phone 6584-5355) so we can organise that in the print run please. 
 

We mentioned a few issues ago that the Society had received the Mander Jones Award from the Society 
of Australian Archivists under the authorship of Clive Smith, Well done on this publication Clive! We were 
informed last week that this publication was mentioned in State Parliament and we received 
documentation of the Hansard minute. See our website. 
 

Upcoming Webinars 

FHF Really Useful Family History Show 
 
 And Another ‘full day’ webinar from the United Kingdom – Cost is £5 
= $9.++   
 
Saturday 14th November 2020 
Details: The event is supported by: AGRA (Association of Genealogists 
and Researchers in Archives) 
 

Yes, it ‘clashes’ with our general Meeting but if the organisers begin at the same time as the one held in 
Sept (7pm) and make the recordings available for 24 hours we can watch at our leisure the following day. 
We won’t need to be night owls. 
 

Jennifer & I have registered. We have attended many webinars during this Covid period taking advantage 
of the generous outpouring that Societies, Associations and Companies have presented during this time. 
 

Lyndall Nairn has informed us of another webinar source – https://www.scottishindexes.com/ and 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/scottish.indexes. They conduct webinars and the next one 
will be 6 Dec 2020. It is free but they do appreciate donations 
 

Keep well and stay safe.  
 




