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Welcome to the December edition of Infoemail. It has been a wild and crazy year, where we have had to ‘hang on’ with 
both hands! In March our Society embraced the restrictions imposed upon us, hampering our encounters 
with members and limiting our ability to interact and offer our services as volunteers within PM library. 
Our options to conduct courses were curtailed.  
 

We are now approaching the end of the year and with that comes Christmas celebrations with family and 
friends. We have all had to adapt this year – whether it is by ‘social-distancing’ or disruption to our long-
established routines or whether we have had to embrace new technology or have just missed seeing our 

family. 
 

The Zoom meeting number does not change, nor does the password . If you 
regularly join Zoom you should notice the number is on the drop down menu when you click ‘Join a 
Meeting’. Please be sure you are able to be identified when logging in. Some members like to use an 

alias but if we don’t know who you are we may not admit you to the meeting; so ‘highflyer77’ for example, 
will not gain you entry – unless you have made previous arrangements with us. 

 

Diary Dates to mark in your diary 
 

Monday, 7 December (tomorrow)  Writers’ Group – last for 2020 – a 
personal memoir – something you have done. 
Tuesday 8 December – Library: 10 – noon - come and buy some raffle 
tickets or ‘pop in’ to say ‘hi!’ You will need to swipe your PM library card to 
enter the Library. 
Friday 11 December – Picnic at McInhenery Park 11am – 2.30pm Plenty of shelter and as restrictions have 
eased we’d love to see you. No need to book in. BYO everything. Last chance to buy raffle tickets for the Christmas 
raffle. I’d like to thank Dr Noeline Kyle for her kind donation of an crocheted rug and copies of her publications and 
other members who have also donated prizes – wine and other Christmas goodies. Your support is gratefully 

appreciated. 
 

Saturday, 12 December - our last General Meeting for 2020.  
We will be following the procedure we adopted in July. People wishing to attend CC Mac 
Adams Centre do need to ‘book in’ with Clive and receive an acknowledgement from him. I 
am very grateful for Clive’s knowledge and contribution. Though we will be conducting the 
meeting via Zoom we are hopeful of returning to a new normal in the New Year. As members 
will know we are at the behest of Council and their willingness to accept people within their 
premises again.  
 

This meeting I would like to turn the meeting over to YOU, our members, to tell us one little thing about your family or 
something you may have learnt this year while isolated during Covid-19. 
It may be a snippet that you have only just found, or a long ago record that has recently inspired you to look again with 
new eyes. For those members using Zoom it will be very easy to ‘share your screen’ and participate in this meeting. 
For those at CC Mac Adams we can arrange for you to participate too. 
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Our Christmas Raffle with its many prizes will be drawn at the General Meeting on Saturday 12th December. 
 

Wednesday 16 December - Research Support Zoom 1pm – 3pm – Biographical Database of Australia – 

it has been enhanced, allowing searchers an advanced search option.  Join us via Zoom for our last meeting of 2020. 
BDA is a large collection of datasets that are sometimes under-utilised by family historians. Login on Wednesday to 
see if you have an ancestor hidden within its updated resources that have recently been enhanced by the ability to 
search more than a name.  
 

Support Groups: Except for Writers’ Group (tomorrow) and Research Support Group on Wednesday 16th our 

groups (DNA, Convicts and FamilySearch) will return in February 2021. We have booked the meeting room – the tech 
room is currently unavailable but the times may vary as we adapt to our ‘new Covid-normal’. 
 

Footsteps. The November issue of our journal was mailed to members following the last 

general meeting. Congratulations to those members who had an article/story published within. 
Margaret is doing a wonderful job of compiling our articles, making a very readable journal of 
excellent quality. Well done to everyone involved!  
As always, if you would prefer to receive an electronic version of Footsteps in full colour please email 
the Secretary. Our next issue will be published in February so Margaret is looking for items again by 
Jan 24 (just before Australia Day). Margaret has suggested an article about an ancestor you admire. 
 

Publicity. For those of you who are interested in new, local apps there is one called ‘The Port App’ – it is very new 

but will grow as interest in it grows. Of course our website is always a great source of news for Family Historians – 
thank you Sue for keeping it up-to-date. Pauline Every and Bev Mulcahy are looking after our Facebook site and Ken 
has the DNA facebook page operating so there is lots to keep us all informed. 
 

Transcription Opportunities. Clive has initiated a project covering the Presbyterian marriages from a 

register that is currently in the Historical Museum. He is looking for some volunteers to transcribe them. If you have 
some free time and would like to be involved please contact our Secretary and we will arrange it.  
 

Christmas Activities It’s that time of the year when many people have a clean out for Christmas. If you are 

‘Spring Cleaning’ and have recent hard copies of other Societies’ journals (particularly UK) that you would like to donate 
we may be interested in receiving some, so other members may look at them. Please contact our Secretary and we 
will organise to collect them from you. 
 

I know 2020 has been a challenging year in many respects but if we look for the ‘silver linings’ we may 
be able to take some positivity in 2021. Have you learnt something this year? Undertaken a course in 
Family History? Got your DNA tested and working on analysing the results to identify that elusive great 
grandparent/uncle/male whose results have popped up? Have you been working on your fitness or grown your hair 
and have a new hairstyle? Have you been brave enough to try Zoom or joined the many free webinars that have been 
on offer? We hope you may have embraced some of the suggestions we have sought on your behalf. Let us know 
how you have coped with the constraints of 2020. 
 

If members are looking for suggestions for gifts from family ask for the cost of a transcription  ($20 or less), a 
subscription to Ancestry (six months up to $250) or membership for PMDFHS $30 for a single membership or $40 for 
a family. How about a subscription to a magazine? These are presents that we all appreciate, they are useful for us as 
family historians AND they don’t require dusting or washing! 
 

On behalf of our hard-working and keen committee I would like to wish all members a 
very happy Christmas. May your family history wishes come true. 

 
Keep well and stay safe.  

 




